
2 0 2 2  S TA T E  O F  T H E  C I T Y  

The stone city is poised and ready to move forward with a purpose



O U T L I N E

• City Stuff

• Park Stuff

• Wastewater Treatment Plant Stuff

• Agriculture and Innovation Park Stuff

• Other Stuff



C I T Y  B U D G E T

• Over the past 6 years Tenino’s revenue streams have steadily increased, property 

values have increasingly improved, several once vacant properties have been 

renovated and vacant lots are being developed. The City will continue to promote infill 

and encourage active vs passive land ownership.

• Sales Tax revenue has more than doubled in the past two years, this is due in part to a 

more active and robust business climate and new laws allowing local jurisdictions to 

capture online retail sales tax.

• Additional new revenue will be discussed in the segment on the WWTP



P O L I T I C A L  L A N D S C A P E

• The City of Tenino Administration and Council have been a stable and effective group 

for nearly the past 7 years, we have weathered difficulties large and small and shown 

patience and grace while doing so. Our innovative ideas, steady leadership and bold 

actions have been held up as an example to the entire world and have led to our 

policies literally being memorialized by the Smithsonian and preserved in the National 

record, this is no small achievement.

• Tenino leadership, which includes everyone in this room continues to show and 

increase its influence regionally ensuring our City has leaders on various boards and 

commissions. 

• Tenino’s leaders have effectively built strategic relationships throughout the region, the 

many people in this room and our guests are examples and evidence of this. The 

many active advocates of our community and its vision are the reason that Tenino is 

never overlooked and often included.



C I T Y  H A L L

• 2021-2022 marked a year of significant achievement with our facilities, our City Hall is 

a great landmark, it has been in its present location since 1922 and is Thurston 

Counties only historic City Hall. Thanks to an approximately $550,000 State budget 

appropriation we have been able to successfully renovate and preserve the building, 

improving its usefulness and ensuring its longevity for several more generations of 

Teninoites.

• We tastefully renovated both floors, creating an aesthetic in the Council Chambers that 

is reminiscent of the period the building was first constructed and also integrating 

modern upgrades. The downstairs has been opened up, additional workspace has 

been created and the results speak for themselves.



T E N I N O  P D

• In 2022, after about 6 months of working with Interim Chief John Hutchings we hired a 

new Tenino Police Chief. Chief Robert Auderer joined us and has been working 

tirelessly. He has renegotiated and improved upon our contract for a school resource 

officer, he has brought in additional officers as we have lost some to attrition and he 

has ensured a stable organization as he plans for the organization's future.

• Inviting the new Chief to come and do a talk and listen presentation is a suggestion I 

would like to make to the Chamber. Have him share his philosophies and vision and 

also share as a business community what your hopes and expectations are.



C I T Y  S T R E E T S

• Unlocking the riddle to street improvements and maintenance continues to be a 

difficult subject, we are diligent about maintenance and pothole management, but we 

must realize that roads are in a constant state of  degradation and many where poorly 

built to begin with. 

• We will continue to look for funds to support our infrastructure, the City itself does not 

independently produce the revenue that is needed for actual road construction and 

renovation.

• In the next few months, you will see the Ritter project begin, this will be a complete 

rebuild, create sidewalks and more of a neighborhood feel that is more pedestrian 

focused.





C I T Y  H O U S I N G / Z O N I N G

We are in a housing crisis, costs have gone up dramatically, inventory is low, 

and Tenino needs to plan more effectively

I have asked the planning commission to review our zoning scheme with an 

eye for where we allow multi-family development, I believe that we have a 

deficit for MF and it creates an absence in the housing scheme that shows in 

our demographics, we virtually have no residents between the ages of 22-35 

and LMI family homes are becoming very difficult to afford or find.



T E N I N O  C I T Y  PA R K

• In 2022 we have an aggressive plan to invest in our Park

• The City of Tenino has 50 acres of park land, and we view it as one of our 

greatest assets and opportunities

• We see our park as an economic driver, a tool that builds community 

bonds and a social/physical and mental wellness center

• With the planned improvements we will be the premier trailhead for the 

Thurston County Trail system and a regional if not statewide destination 

for outdoor recreation of all sorts



T 9 O  Q U A R R Y H O U S E &  C O M M U N I T Y  

C E N T E R

• We are currently renovating the Quarryhouse as I speak

• This project is being funded through Community Development Block Grant dollars

• The end product will be an updated facility that will have a fully functional commercial 

kitchen. The kitchen facility will be available to citizens and also support the senior 

citizen food programs for South Thurston County



T E N I N O  D E P O T  M U S E U M

• We have taken on the task of repainting and refurbishing some of the interior and 

windows of the Depot, the funding is coming from the City coffers and the Thurston 

County heritage Grant Program.



T H E  C A B O O S E  P R O J E C T

• Started in 2020 the City purchased an old (1923?) Great Northern Caboose, this 

project is now completed. Through what I can only describe as Divine Providence, two 

extremely gifted and determined volunteers walked into our lives and singlehandedly 

reconstructed that entire caboose as if it were a classic show car. We now have a 

showpiece that is world class and celebrates the regions history as a train stop 

alongside our Depot museum. The City and the South Thurston County Historical 

Society are working together to create a Railroad celebration in September.

• Don Bowman, our train builder and historian is definitely someone that is deserving of 

being honored by the community and invited as a guest to a chamber meeting to share 

his experience working on the caboose.



T E N I N O  PA R C  C O O R D I N A T O R

• In 2022 we created a new staff position that we are calling the PARC Coordinator 

(Parks, Art, Recreation and Culture). This position is tasked with coordinating on 

matters of PARC, organizing community classes and events, assisting in Park facility 

administration and working with the newly formed creative arts district efforts.

• The position was staffed with an established member of our community, Mrs. Jessica 

Reeves-Rush, while she is new to the position and the position itself is new, she has 

taken charge of the concept and is making great progress. She is also a potential 

speaker at a future Chamber lunch. 



T E N I N O  Q U A R R Y  

P O O L

• No it will not be open in 2022

• We have approx. $225,000 to complete 

phase 1

• I have requested $550,000 from CDBG 

funds to simultaneously complete 

phase 2

• We must improve the facilities use of 

water, its accessibility, its safety and its 

general aesthetic



T E N I N O  Q U A R R Y  P O O L  P H A S E  1

• We technically have a pool (regulated by DOH) and an inland lake

• Phase 1 includes structural upgrades to the pool portion that would allow 

for more efficient water maintenance of that side, it will decrease the 

volume of water and also provide for better filtration and improved dry 

horizontal space.





T E N I N O  Q U A R R Y  P O O L  P H A S E  2

• We intend to roll right into phase 2 seamlessly, if funding is secured in the 

next few weeks, this will save us money on mobilization costs as 

contractors will already be on site.

• Phase 2 will include spray features for the pool side and also 

improvements to the lakeside





T E N I N O  Q U A R R Y  P O O L  P H A S E  2

• Lack of water level horizontal space is a negative for the pool experience

• In phase 2 we will add floating docks, improve upon concrete through 

applying designed resins, create a concession stand, build a natural 

filtration system through use of sand and native pond plants and make 

improvements to the waterfall by installing a submersible pump, vault and 

increased diameter pipe.





T E N I N O  PA R K  

P L AY G R O U N D

• The City of Tenino will embark on 

one of its most ambitious 

projects yet very soon

• Through a $515,000 Capital 

Budget appropriation in the 2022 

State budget along with some 

local funds we will realize a long-

sought goal this year. 

• Beginning next month, we should 

be installing some of the first 

pieces of the new playground



T E N I N O  P L AY G R O U N D  P R O J E C T

• The project will begin with removal and relocation of the old toys

• We will then place some of the initial pieces in the area to be developed

• This summer we will do most of the groundwork that will include adding asphalt pads 

and an asphalt trail that matches the County bike trail and follows the perimeter of the 

park. This trail will invite trail users to explore our park, provide a running/walking path 

and allow for a better experience in largely unused portions of the property



























T E N I N O  

P L AY G R O U N D

• Specific goals set out in our choice 

and designs are ensuring a wide 

range of ages and abilities

• You’ll notice much of the 

equipment is accessible and 

useable by people in wheelchairs 

and ages ranging from 2-82 could 

find things to enjoy





What is a pump track?



A  P U M P  T R A C K  I S  A  C I R C U I T  O F  R O L L E R S ,  

B A N K E D  T U R N S  A N D  F E AT U R E S  D E S I G N E D  

T O  B E  R I D D E N  C O M P L E T E LY  B Y  R I D E R S  

“ P U M P I N G ” - G E N E R A T I N G  M O M E N T U M  B Y  

U P  A N D  D O W N  B O D Y  M O V E M E N T S  I N S T E A D  

O F  P E D A L I N G  O R  P U S H I N G .

O U R  P U M P  T R A C K  W I L L  I N C L U D E  5 2 3 ’  O F  

R I D E A B L E  T R A C K  A N D  B E  A  F I R S T  O F  I T S  

K I N D  I N  T H E  U S  I N  I T S  D E S I G N  A N D  

U N I Q U E  I N  I T S  P L A C E M E N T  A N D  

I N T E G R A T I O N  I N T O  T H E  P L AY G R O U N D  A N D  





T H E  P U M P  T R A C K  E X P E R I E N C E  I S  V E R Y  

C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  F A M I LY  F R I E N D LY  A N D  C A N  

B E  E X P E R I E N C E D  A T  VA R Y I N G  L E V E L S  O F  

A B I L I T Y  A N D  M O D E S  





T E N I N O  W A S T E  W AT E R  T R E AT M E N T  

P L A N T

• We aim to reduce costs and improve the facility as a fully sustainable plant that 

processes waste to its completion and also is a resource locally for septage 

companies

• In 2021 we opened our septage receiving line, allowing local haulers to offload at our 

plant, where we can ensure responsible processing and also capture additional 

revenue

• In 2022 we announced our five-year goal of ensuring our facility treats waste to its 

chemical completion and will allow us to return the nutrients in that waste to the 

community as a soil additive, likely through creating an onsite composting process

• Our goal is to have a community that promotes farm to table and also promotes table 

to farm



T E N I N O  W W T P

• The Tenino WWTP will efficiently and effectively process and convert bio-

solids to the point that they can be distributed, we also will make our 

reclaimed and treated class A water available for commercial uses



T E N I N O  A G  &  I N N O VA T I O N  PA R K

• The Tenino Ag & Innovation Park was conceived of as a concept several years ago 

and we, alongside our partners at the EDC, The Port, The State of Washington and 

Thurston County have invested blood, sweat, tears and treasure to get to the point we 

are currently at

• Our business model will be much like that of a Port, where the City owns and leases 

the land, and we work with public and private partners to provide buildings.  

• You should expect pad development to occur this summer with us going vertical as the 

pad develops



T E N I N O  A G  &  I N N O VA T I O N  PA R K

• The primary goal of this facility is to support the Ag Economy regionally 

through creating infrastructure, training and support for the Ag Industry 

and local producers.

• The site will include retail space for value added and locally made ag 

products as well as space for commercial processing and R&D.











O T H E R  B I G  T H I N G S  A N D  

S U G G E S T I O N S

• Be aware and in concert with our Law Enforcement and Code Enforcement efforts, we 

want a safe and clean City, but we want to work together as a community on it

• The City has an aggressive agenda, invite various staff in to present on different 

aspects of what we are doing, Aslan on the Ag Park, Jessica on the Park stuff, Troy on 

streets and WWTP, the Planning Commission on housing and zoning issues

• Be aware of other big things………





T 9 O  R A N C H  

A N D  

E Q U E S T R I A

N  C E N T E R

• Soon to be the largest professional sports 

facility between here and Cheney

• Do you know what their vision is?

• How will you market your business to their 

possibly 3,000-4,000 guests on a weekend?

• How will the Chamber ensure their guests know 

Tenino is a few yards East?



T H E  S T O N E  C I T Y

• We all need to work together and ensure that we are building a better future for our 

City and our Children

• We should all be selling the idea of what Tenino is and what we want it to be

• In order to sell the idea, we need to believe in it, we have all worked hard together to 

turn this City from a socially and economically depressed place to a great example of 

what can be and now we have a real opportunity to show everyone how far the stone 

city can take it.


