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1 Introduction and Background 
This chapter provides general information regarding the Thurston County Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan (HWMP), its development, and its relationship to other state 
and local documents. 

1.1 Introduction 
This HWMP recommends strategies to 
manage moderate risk waste (MRW) 
generated in Thurston County, 
Washington (County). Legal authority for 
the HWMP is based on Washington 
State statute, Thurston County Code, 
and the Thurston County Board of  
Health Environmental Health Codes and 
Regulations. Revised Code of  
Washington (RCW) Chapter 70A.300 
def ines MRW as: 

“(a) any waste that exhibits any of 
the properties of hazardous waste 
but is exempt from regulation under 
this chapter solely because the 
waste is generated in quantities 
below the threshold for regulation, 
and (b) any household wastes which 
are generated from the disposal of 
substances identified by the 
department as hazardous household 
substances.” 

1.2 HWMP Purpose 
Washington State law assigns primary responsibility for managing MRW to local 
governments. RCW 70A.300 requires local governments to develop and maintain plans 
for managing hazardous waste. This HWMP is a companion document to the County 
Solid Waste Management Plan. 

The HWMP purpose is to develop recommended MRW management strategies (for both 
HHW and SQG) for the 5-year period 2025 through 2030. This HWMP includes 
strategies for the management, storage, diversion, treatment, reuse, processing, and 
f inal disposal of  MRW and provides guidance to households and businesses on best 
management practices (BMPs) that reduce or eliminate the use of  hazardous chemicals 
while protecting the environment. 

What is MRW? 

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW): 
Waste that is generated by homeowners 
f rom common household chemicals. 

Small Quantity Generator (SQG) 
Waste: Waste f rom businesses that 
generate less than 220 pounds of  
hazardous waste per month and are 
conditionally exempt f rom Washington 
State Dangerous Waste regulations if the 
waste is managed properly. 

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/SolidWasteManagementPlan2026.pdf
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1.3 HWMP Mission and Goals  
The mission statement for this HWMP (discussed and approved by the County and 
SWAC at the beginning of  the update process) is as follows: 

Goals have been developed for each element of  the HWMP. Existing conditions relative 
to each element were assessed, and then needs and opportunities were identif ied. 

Alternatives were evaluated, and recommendations for specific programs, inf rastructure, 
policies, or actions were selected and adopted. HWMP elements are included in Chapter 
1.6. 

In summary, the goals for the HWMP are as follows: 

• Facilities and Programs: 

o Ensure that collection inf rastructure is f lexible and adaptable to changing 
practices and legislation such as extended producer responsibility (EPR), a 
policy approach that puts the responsibility on producers to manage products 
through their entire lifecycle.  

o Track ef forts and collect consistent data to evaluate current programs and 
measure progress over time. 

o Work with other County departments, government agencies, businesses, and 
nongovernmental organizations to streamline ef forts and increase proper 
management of  hazardous waste. 

o Promote and support product stewardship programs for hazardous products 
including policies and regulations that promote safer alternatives. 

o Establish strategic partnerships with local and regional stakeholders that 
support County policy ef forts. 

o Provide a sustainable funding mechanism to manage MRW. 

• Education and Outreach: 

o Encourage people in the County to act on the basis of  their understanding of  
the societal, environmental, health, and f inancial impacts of  their 
consumption and disposal choices. This includes their impact on climate 
change. 

o Encourage people and businesses to make responsible choices about what 
they produce and consume, and what they generate as waste. 

o Incorporate principles of  social justice into hazardous waste system planning. 

 

“Thurston County and the participating jurisdictions provide citizens and small 
businesses with efficient, reliable, and affordable hazardous waste collection, 
prevention, and policy services in order to improve the quality of life through 
reducing or eliminating exposures to hazardous materials, while protecting and 
preserving human health, environmental quality, and natural resources.” 
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o Of fer education, outreach, and technical assistance services to residents and 
businesses aligned with reduction of  environmental exposures to hazardous 
materials and adoption of  safer practices. 

• Compliance and Enforcement: 

o Comply with federal, state, and local MRW regulations. 
o Implement pollution prevention solutions, rules, and regulations and ensure 

that businesses are in compliance. 
o Ensure that MRW is properly managed and facilities are operated in full 

compliance with appropriate rules and regulations.  

1.4 Participants in the Planning Process 
This HWMP was developed with the guidance of  the Thurston County Solid Waste 
Advisory Committee (SWAC). The SWAC by-laws can be viewed in Appendix D. The 
HWMP also incorporates survey results f rom two public engagement ef forts: the 2022 
South County Survey Transfer Station Site Evaluation Stakeholder Engagement and the 
2024 stakeholder engagement conducted through intercept surveying for the purposes of  
this HWMP. Results of  the stakeholder engagement ef forts are included in Chapter 3. 

1.4.1 Thurston County Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
The SWAC is made up of  elected of f icials, residents, and industry representatives 
appointed by the Thurston County Board of  Commissioners. SWAC members are 
selected to represent a balance of  interests including citizens, public interest groups, 
businesses, the waste management industry, local elected public of f icials, and the 
agricultural industry. The SWAC provides guidance to the County Public Works 
Department - Solid Waste Division (PWSW) on the development of  programs and 
policies concerning solid waste and MRW handling and disposal and provides feedback 
on rules, policies, resolutions, and ordinances before they are proposed for adoption. 
SWAC meetings are open to the public, and meeting notices are published beforehand. 
The 2024 SWAC members and their af f iliations are shown in Table 1-1. 

Table 1-1. Thurston County Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
Member Role Affiliation 
David Nightingale Chair Business Interest 
Greg Schoenbachler Vice Chair Agricultural Interest 
Gary Edwards Representative County Commissioner 
Amy Evans Harding Representative Port of Olympia 
Lisa Parshley Representative City of Olympia 
Nicolas Dunning Representative City of Lacey 
Joan Cathey Representative City of Tumwater 
Trevor Palmer Representative City of Yelm 
Elaine Klamn Representative City of Tenino 
Kiersten Presley Representative Town of Bucoda 
Vacant Representative District #2 Resident 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair Representative District #3 Resident 
Chad Sutter Representative Industry – Recycling 
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Member Role Affiliation 
Arin Robertson Representative Industry – Refuse  
Christina Kullberg Representative Department of Ecology (non-voting) 
Vacant Representative City of Rainier 

 

1.5 Planning Area and Authority 
The planning area includes the incorporated and unincorporated areas of  the County. 
This includes the cities and towns of  Bucoda, Lacey, Olympia, Rainier, Tenino, 
Tumwater, and Yelm. The hazardous waste planning area is shown on Figure 1-1. 

The County-owned and -operated MRW facilities also serve the members of  the 
Confederated Tribes of  the Chehalis Reservation and the Nisqually Tribe. The 
Confederated Tribes of  the Chehalis Reservation and the Nisqually Tribe are federally 
recognized tribes, and as such, their reservations and tribal governments have a 
sovereign status. In the absence of  an agreement stating otherwise, Washington State 
regulations do not generally apply on tribal lands, and the tribal governments manage 
their own waste, including MRW.  

Local jurisdictions are required to produce a local HWMP in accordance with RCW 
70A.300. The participating cities and towns have executed interlocal agreements with the 
County regarding solid waste and hazardous waste management. The agreements 
authorize the County to prepare the HWMP that includes each of  these municipalities. 
Participating cities and towns have the responsibility to participate in HWMP 
development and review, provide comments on the draf t HWMP, and adopt the f inal 
HWMP. Executed Interlocal Agreements can be found in Appendix A. 

Thurston County Public Health and Social Services (PHSS) and PWSW share 
implementation authority for the HWMP. 

1.6 Required HWMP Elements  
Washington State has assigned primary responsibility for preparing HWMPs to local 
governments (RCW 70A.300). Local governments are required to prepare both solid 
waste management plans (SWMPs) and plans for hazardous waste management in their 
jurisdictions. While local governments may choose to combine their solid waste and 
HWMPs into a single document, the County has elected to create separate documents.  

This HWMP is intended to meet or exceed applicable State requirements. Requirements 
for local HWMPs are established by RCW 70A.300.350. Local plans are required to 
include the following elements: 

• A plan or program to manage MRW generated or otherwise present within the 
jurisdiction, including an assessment of  the quantities, types, generators, and 
fate of  MRW; 

• A plan or program to provide ongoing public involvement and public education 
regarding the management of  MRW; 
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• An inventory of  existing generators of  hazardous waste and facilities managing 
hazardous waste within the jurisdiction; 

• A description of  the public involvement process during plan development; 

• Contain a Used Oil Recycling Element in accordance with RCW 70A.224.020 
and RCW 70A.300.360; 

• A description of  the eligible zones designated in accordance with RCW 
70A.300.370; and 

• Other elements deemed appropriate by the local government. 

Local HWMPs must be complete and in good standing to receive grant monies f rom 
Ecology’s LSWFA program, which is a funding source for hazardous waste planning and 
implementation as well as enforcement of  rules and regulations. 
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Figure 1-1. Thurston County Hazardous Waste Planning Area 
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1.7 HWMP Development Process 
This HWMP was developed over a period of  approximately 10 months. The process 
began in March 2024, when the County executed a contract with HDR Engineering, Inc. 
(HDR), to assist with the HWMP update. During plan development, technical research, 
analysis, and recommendations were prepared by HDR and County staf f , the SWAC, 
and other stakeholders. This participatory, interactive process was undertaken to prepare 
and build support for the HWMP. 

The County anticipates that this HWMP will be adopted by each participating city or town 
and by the Board of  County Commissioners in meetings open to the public. 

Figure 1-2 provides an overview of  the HWMP planning process.  

 

Figure 1-2. HWMP Development Process 

1.8 Status of Previous HWMP and Information on the SWMP 
This HWMP supersedes previous HWMPs, including the most recent 2014 Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan (2014 HWMP). The status of  2014 HWMP recommendations 
can be found in Appendix C. Routinely updating the HWMP allows the County to do the 
following: 

• Provide status updates on past recommendations; 

• Update BMPs for hazardous waste management, if  required; and 
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• Ensure that programs are in compliance with current legislation. 

As previously discussed, the County has elected to prepare a separate SWMP and 
HWMP. The current Thurston County SWMP was last updated in 2021 and is active 
through 2026. The SWMP recommends strategies to manage solid waste generated in 
the County and lays out a plan to ensure that suf f icient processing and disposal options 
will be available through at least the 20-year planning period (2041).  

1.9 Relationship to Other Plans and Programs 
This HWMP was prepared to align with the goals of  both the County and Washington 
State. As such, the HWMP must function in conjunction with various other plans and 
studies, including the Moving Washington Beyond Waste and Toxics Plan, and various 
County plans including the SWMP, Thurston Climate Adaptation Plan, Thurston Climate 
Mitigation Plan, and Thurston County Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan).  

1.9.1 Moving Washington Beyond Waste and Toxics Plan 
Ecology released The State Solid and Hazardous Waste Plan: Moving Washington 
Beyond Waste and Toxics plan in June 2015 and updated it in December 2021. This 
plan focuses on reducing waste and toxics 
by adopting a sustainable materials 
management approach, which is also used 
by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). This approach 
considers the full life cycle of materials f rom 
design and manufacturing, through use, to 
disposal or recycling. A sustainable 
materials management approach can 
identify more sustainable ways to produce 
products that are less impactful to the 
environment.  

The plan’s vision is to “transition to a 
society where waste is viewed as 
inef f icient, and where most wastes and 
toxic substances have been eliminated. 
This will contribute to economic, social, and 
environmental vitality.” The following 
priorities are included in the Moving 
Washington Beyond Waste and Toxics Plan 
to reduce toxic threats in products and 
industrial processes: 

• Encourage less-toxic products and industrial processes through better design. 

• Promote the use of  alternatives assessments and green chemistry to f ind safer 
substitutes to toxics in products. 

• Increase local partnerships to work on toxics source control. 

• Encourage product stewardship programs for toxic or hard-to-handle products. 
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• Restrict the use of  the most toxic chemicals where safer alternatives exist. 

1.9.2 2021 Thurston County Solid Waste Management Plan 
The Thurston County Solid Waste Management Plan recommends strategies to manage 
solid waste generated in Thurston County. The SWMP includes recommendations for 
management of  municipal solid waste, construction and demolition (C&D) debris, and 
miscellaneous wastes and plans for diverting material f rom landf ill disposal. The SWMP 
proposes a comprehensive set of  recommended strategies for implementation during 
2021–2026 and addresses disposal of  e-waste, petroleum-contaminated soils, 
pharmaceuticals, and MRW. 

1.9.3 Thurston County Climate Adaptation Plan 
In 2018, the Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) adopted the Thurston Climate 
Adaptation Plan. The Thurston Climate Adaptation Plan recommends actions to assist 
the County and the broader South Puget Sound region in preparing for and adjusting to 
adverse climate change impacts while bolstering resilience. In April 2018, the TRPC; the 
cities of  Lacey, Olympia, and Tumwater; and the County began work on a climate 
mitigation plan with actions to reduce regional emissions 45 percent below 2015 levels 
by 2030 and 85 percent below 2015 levels by 2050.  

This plan and future updates will consider climate change impacts when planning 
programs, facilities, and operations. At a regional level, the County and its planning 
partners continue to implement programs that can achieve tangible results, including 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, resource conservation, and energy savings.  

1.9.4 Thurston County Climate Mitigation Plan 
In 2020, the TRPC adopted the Thurston Climate Mitigation Plan. The County and the 
cities of  Lacey, Olympia, and Tumwater partnered with the TRPC to create a plan to 
address climate-polluting greenhouse gases in the region. This document summarizes 
local impacts of climate change, includes a vulnerability assessment of  risks from climate 
change, and recommends actions to prepare for and adjust to these impacts. The 
Thurston Climate Mitigation Plan is intended to act as a roadmap for a collaborative effort 
between the County and participating cities to mitigate climate change. 

1.9.5 Thurston County Comprehensive Plan 
In 2019, the County adopted a Comprehensive Plan under the Growth Management Act 
(GMA; RCW 36.70A) and the Planning Commission Act (RCW 35.63), which govern 
procedures for guiding and regulating the physical development of  the County. The 
Comprehensive Plan guides the growth of  unincorporated Thurston County (areas 
outside of  the cities). It details policies and goals for zoning and development regulations 
and addresses requirements of  the GMA. It includes specif ic guidelines for the subareas 
of  Grand Mound, Rochester, and Nisqually, as well as Joint Plans for the Urban Growth 
Areas (UGAs) of  Lacey, Olympia, Rainier, Tenino, Tumwater, and Yelm. The GMA also 
requires a Capital Facilities Plan to identify specif ic facilities, a realistic f inancing plan, 
and adjustments to the plan if  funding is inadequate. The capital facilities covered in the 
plan are primarily those owned or managed by County government, including the 
PWSW.  
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1.9.6 Thurston County Business Pollution Prevention Program 
The Business Pollution Prevention program is the County’s technical assistance program 
for businesses to help them properly manage hazardous waste. The program 
encourages businesses to use BMPs that reduce or even eliminate the use of  hazardous 
materials. The program includes technical hands-on assistance for businesses, targeted 
campaigns that of fer f inancial incentives for chemical substitution, and a means for f iling 
complaints and reporting spills. 

1.10 Regulatory Overview 
The statutes and regulations that govern hazardous waste handling are summarized 
below. 

1.10.1 Federal Regulations 
The following are federal regulations concerning hazardous waste. 

 RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND RECOVERY ACT 
Passed in 1976, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulates large 
generators of  hazardous waste and delegates the management of  hazardous waste to 
states. 

 UNIVERSAL WASTE RULE 
The Universal Waste Rule, adopted in 1995 by the EPA (40 Code of  Federal Regulations 
[CFR] Part 273), sets management guidelines for f ive specif ic hazardous wastes: 
batteries, pesticides, mercury-containing equipment, lamps, and aerosol cans. These are 
commonly generated materials, and the regulations are meant to increase collection and 
recycling of  these materials, reduce the burden on regulated large generators, and 
encourage the development of  local programs to manage these wastes and keep them 
out of  landf ills. HHW and SQGs are exempt f rom universal waste regulations. 

 MERCURY-CONTAINING AND RECHARGEABLE BATTERY MANAGEMENT ACT 
The Mercury-containing and Rechargeable Battery Management Act (Public Law 104-
142) was passed in 1996 to phase out the use of  certain hazardous materials, including 
mercury-containing batteries, and increase recycling of  nickel, cadmium, and small, 
sealed, lead-acid batteries through public education and uniform labeling requirements.  

 COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL REPONSE, COMPENSATION, AND LIABILITY ACT 
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) is a complementary rule to RCRA and provides for cleanup of  sites 
contaminated by hazardous wastes. 

 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION ACT AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
TRANSPORTATION UNIFORM SAFETY ACT 
Codif ied under 49 CFR 172.704, these acts regulate the transportation of  hazardous 
materials. 

 TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 
The Toxic Substances Control Act regulates the manufacture and use of  chemicals that 
pose unreasonable risk to human health and/or the environment. 
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 FEDERAL INSECTICIDE, FUNGICIDE, AND RODENTICIDE ACT 
The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act regulates the manufacture, 
labeling, application, storage, and disposal of  pesticides. 

 CLEAN WATER ACT 
The Clean Water Act regulates and protects water through the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System, a permit program that regulates direct discharge of  
pollutants to navigable waters.  

 CLEAN AIR ACT 
The Clean Air Act regulates air pollutant emissions. 

1.10.2 Washington State Regulations 
The statutes and regulations that govern hazardous waste handling in Washington State 
are summarized below. 

 HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT – RCW 70A.300  
The Hazardous Waste Management Act establishes requirements for state and local 
HWMPs, rules for hazardous waste generation and handling, criteria for siting hazardous 
waste management facilities, and local zoning designations that permit hazardous waste 
management facilities. The Hazardous Waste Management Act also establishes waste 
management priorities for hazardous wastes. In order of  decreasing priority, the 
management priorities are as follows: 

• Waste reduction 

• Waste recycling 

• Physical, chemical, and biological treatment 

• Incineration 

• Solidif ication/Stabilization/Treatment 

• Landf ill  

The waste hierarchy is a key element in determining compliance of  this HWMP with 
Washington State requirements. 

 DANGEROUS WASTE REGULATIONS – WASHINGTON ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (WAC) 
173-303 
Dangerous Waste Regulations implement RCW 70A.300, the Hazardous Waste 
Management Act. These regulations def ine dangerous waste materials and establish 
minimum handling requirements. Washington State rules specif ically exclude HHW and 
SQG wastes f rom Dangerous Waste Regulations, which have been amended several 
times – most recently in 2014. 

 POWERS AND DUTIES OF LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH – RCW 70.05.060 
Local boards of  health have the authority to enact and enforce local rules to protect 
public health and establish fees for services. 
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 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT – REDUCTION AND RECYCLING – RCW 70A.205  
RCW 70A.205 regulates solid waste handling and disposal and requires retailers selling 
new auto batteries to accept used batteries for recycling.  

 SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT HANDLING STANDARDS – WAC 173-350  
Ecology adopted WAC 173-350 to establish requirements for MRW collection and 
disposal and for MRW storage and processing facilities.  

 THE MODEL TOXICS CONTROL ACT – RCW 70A.305 
The Model Toxics Control Act, commonly known as MTCA, evolved f rom Citizens’ 
Initiative 97 in 1988 and become law in 1989. MTCA is Washington’s environmental 
cleanup law; its main purpose is “to raise suf f icient funds to clean up all hazardous waste 
sites and to prevent the creation of  future hazards due to improper disposal of  toxic 
wastes into the state’s lands and waters.”  

 USED OIL RECYCLING ACT – RCW 70A.224  
The legislature enacted the Used Oil Recycling Act in 1991. This statute requires local 
governments to manage used oil in conjunction with their MRW programs and to submit 
annual reports to Ecology. Local governments are required to adopt used oil recycling 
amendments in their MRW management plans. 

 ELECTRONIC PRODUCT RECYCLING ACT – RCW 70A.500 
In 2006, the Electronic Product Recycling Act was passed to establish a convenient, 
safe, and environmentally sound system for the collection, transportation, and recycling 
of  covered electronic products. In 2009, Ecology launched the E-Cycle Washington 
program to provide f ree recycling services for electronics including televisions, 
computers, laptops, monitors, tablets, e-readers, and portable disc players. The 
collection, transportation, and processing of such products is funded by manufacturers. 

 MERCURY – RCW 70A.230 
In 2013, WAC 173-910 required the establishment of  a product stewardship program for 
mercury-containing light bulbs throughout the state. This program is known as LightCycle 
and ensures that these materials are handled responsibly by qualif ied recyclers to 
prevent mercury f rom being released into the environment. 

In 2024, House Bill (HB) 1185 was passed by the Washington legislature to ban 
mercury-containing bulbs. By 2029, mercury-containing f lorescent bulbs will not be sold 
in the state and are expected to be replaced entirely by light-emitting diode (LED) type 
bulbs. This legislation also extends the LightCycle program to 2035 to allow for safe 
disposal of  mercury-containing bulbs still in circulation. 

 LOCAL SOLID WASTE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – WAC 173-312 
In 2017, WAC 173-312 was updated to replace the Coordinated Prevention Grant 
program. The purpose of  WAC 173-312 is to provide f inancial assistance for local 
programs related to hazardous waste planning and implementation, local solid waste 
planning and implementation, and enforcement of  rules and regulations governing solid 
waste handling. Planning, implementation, and enforcement are designed to prevent or 
minimize environmental contamination resulting f rom improper management or disposal 
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of  waste. WAC 173-312 established a structure for the administration of  local solid waste 
f inancial assistance that includes LSWFA grants. 

 SECURE DRUG TAKE-BACK – RCW 69.48 
Washington’s Safe Medication Return program, also known as the Drug Take-Back 
program, was established under RCW 69.48. Passed in 2018 and launched in 2020, it 
created a unif ied, statewide medication return program that gives Washington residents 
f ree, convenient, and environmentally responsible options for disposing of  unwanted 
medication. Drug manufacturers fund the program at no cost to taxpayers, and it is run 
by an approved program operator. In 2021, HB 1161 modif ied the requirements for the 
program, including allowing for multiple product stewardship programs. 

 ARCHITECTURAL PAINT STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM – RCW 70A.515 
Substitute HB (SHB) 1652, passed in 2019, requires producers of  architectural paint sold 
in Washington State to participate in an approved paint stewardship plan. This bill 
prohibits producers or retailers of  paint f rom selling architectural paint unless the 
producer or brand of  paint is participating in a stewardship plan. 

 CHILDREN’S SAFE PRODUCTS ACT – RCW 70A.430 
Regulates certain hazardous chemicals in children’s products. 

 LEAD BASED PAINT – RCW 70A.420 
RCW 70A.420 establishes a program to protect the public f rom lead-based paint 
hazards. 

 RECREATIONAL WATER VESSELS – ANTIFOULING PAINTS – RCW 70A.445 
RCW 70A.445 regulates chemical ingredients in water vessel paints and encourages 
development of  safer alternatives. 

 EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY FOR BATTERIES 
Senate Bill (SB) 5144 passed in 2023 to ensure responsible management of  lithium-ion 
batteries. Lithium-ion batteries are commonly used to power cell phones and 
rechargeable devices. Portable batteries and medium batteries (scooters and power 
tools) are also covered under this legislation. The legislation holds manufacturers 
responsible for ensuring that these batteries are managed and recycled properly and 
establishes convenient drop-of f  locations for the public. This legislation is intended to 
keep batteries out of  the landf ill and decrease environmental pollution and safety 
hazards posed by battery ignition in collection vehicles, landf ills, and recycling centers. 

1.10.3 County Code and Regulations 
The regulations that govern hazardous waste handling in the County are summarized 
below. 

 NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION ORDINANCE – THURSTON COUNTY SANITARY 
CODE, ARTICLE VI 
Article VI of  the Sanitary Code was adopted by the Thurston County Board of  Health in 
1992 and is intended to protect County waters against nonpoint source pollution 
(pollution that enters waters f rom dispersed land-based or water-based activities 
including surface water runof f ). This ordinance requires that MRW (including oil and 
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grease) be recycled or responsibly disposed of through a hazardous waste management 
facility such as the existing HazoHouse. MRW, petroleum products, and hazardous 
materials must be stored in containers and in an area that will not lead to these materials 
entering surface or ground water in case of  a spill. 

STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION ORDINANCE – THURSTON COUNTY CODE  
CHAPTER 15.07 
The Stormwater Pollution Prevention Ordinance is designed to protect the County’s 
surface water and groundwater quality. The ordinance establishes minimum 
requirements for preventing and managing the discharge of  pollutants into storm 
drainage systems within unincorporated Thurston County. BMPs provided by a Drainage 
Manual must be used to prevent the discharge of  pollutants to a public drainage facility. 
The County may provide technical assistance as a preventive measure and can take 
enforcement actions. 

 SOLID WASTE HANDLING ORDINANCE – THURSTON COUNTY SANITARY CODE, 
ARTICLE V 
Article V of  the Thurston County Sanitary Code sets the standards for solid waste 
handling in the County. The regulations set minimal standards for the handling, storage, 
and disposal of  solid waste, promoting methods that prioritize waste reduction and 
recycling. This ordinance applies to the proper management of  MRW, which must be 
recycled or disposed of in a facility permitted to accept waste, such as HazoHouse. This 
ordinance also includes a provision for screening waste, specifically MRW, before it may 
be disposed of . 

 ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY – RESOLUTION 13755  
Adopted by the Board of  County Commissioners in 2007, the Environmental 
Sustainability Policy replaces the previous Recycle Product Procurement Policy. This 
updated policy af f irms the County’s dedication to making every ef fort to incorporate 
sustainable practices into their product procurement policies, capital improvements, 
facility and vehicle operations, and waste management activities. The policy places the 
responsibility of  implementing environmentally sustainable programs on County 
departments and of f ices and directs them to designate an Environmental Sustainability 
Coordinator to oversee and lead ef forts. 
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2 Demographics  
This chapter provides information on resident and business demographics and the MRW 
stream. 

2.1 Introduction 
The data in this chapter is 
used in various ways in the 
HWMP, such as assessing 
the need for or determining 
the impact of  a proposed new 
program, ways to reach 
underserved populations, and 
the need for new facilities to 
collect and recycle or dispose 
of  MRW generated in the 
County. 

There is limited available 
data to determine precise 
quantities of  MRW 
generated, such as the items 
shown in Figure 2-1. Exactly 
how many hazardous products are sold, used, and disposed of  (properly or improperly) 
each year is unknown. For residential sources in particular, products may be stored for 
multiple years before the person determines that the material is no longer useful or 
needed and takes it to an MRW facility or places the product in the waste for disposal. In 
addition, although quantities and types of  MRW collected and shipped are tracked, it is 
unknown how many residents are recycling or disposing of wastes through private drop-
of f  programs and private collection services. Also unknown is the number of  SQGs and 
medium- and large-quantity generators utilizing the services of  private collection 
companies for their hazardous wastes. Chapter 4.0 – Existing Facilities and Programs 
provides additional information on drop-of f  programs. 

2.2 Population 
This section presents information on population and population forecasts. 

2.2.1 Population Forecasts 
Current population levels and population growth over time are important considerations 
for MRW management planning. In general, the more people there are, the more waste 
is generated. 

According to the Washington State Of f ice of  Financial Management (OFM) April 2024 
Population Changes and Rank Report, the County is the sixth most populated county in 
Washington State and incurred a 4 percent growth in population f rom April 2020 to April 
2024.  

Figure 2-1. MRW Example 



Chapter 2.0 – Demographics 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

 

2-2 | June 2025 

Table 2-1 presents the County’s population, including incorporated and unincorporated 
areas, and a breakdown by city populations. This table uses population f igures produced 
for 2024 by the OFM. 

Table 2-1. Thurston County Population Estimates 

Area 20201 20241 20252 20302 20402 20452 

Thurston County, Total 294,793 307,000 313,985 333,783 371,542 389,659 
Unincorporated Areas 144,856 145,735 148,289 158,213 176,111 184,698 
Incorporated Areas 149,937 161,265 165,156 175,570 195,431 204,961 

Cities and Towns 
Bucoda3 600 620 620 620 620 620 
Lacey 53,526 60,210 61,725 65,617 73,075 76,653 
Olympia 55,382 57,450 58,880 62,632 69,751 73,170 
Rainier 2,369 2,565 2,642 2,809 3,127 3,279 
Tenino 1,870 2,070 2,147 2,282 2,541 2,664 
Tumwater 25,573 27,470 28,077 29,847 33,223 34,843 
Yelm 10,617 10,880 11,065 11,763 13,094 13,732 

1Data for these years is from the OFM’s “April 1, 2024 Population of Cities, Towns, and Counties, 2020-2024,” 
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/april1/default.asp. (OFM 2024).  

2Total population data for the years 2025 through 2045 is from the OFM’s “Projections of the Total Resident 
Population for the Growth Management Act, Medium Series: 2020 to 2045 by five year intervals,” 
https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-
projections/growth-management-act-county-projections. Population figures by area and city for the years 2025 
through 2045 assume the same breakdown as for 2024. 

3The population for Bucoda has remained the same or decreased since 2010. For purposes of this table, the 
population projections for Bucoda are shown as not increasing based on the last 10 years of data. 

The Thurston Regional Planning Council (TRPC) prepares population, housing, and 
employment data for the County. Figure 2-2 provides a graphic of  the TRPC historical 
population forecast for the County. 

http://www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/april1/default.asp
https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-projections/growth-management-act-county-projections
https://www.ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-projections/growth-management-act-county-projections
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Figure 2-2. TRPC Population Forecast 1 

2.2.2 Racial Equity 
TRPC provides information on demographics in the County. The racial and ethnic 
makeup of  the County continues to become more diverse. In 2020, 29 percent of  County 
residents identif ied as a person of  color, Hispanic, Latino, or a race other than white 
alone. Those who identif ied as either Asian alone or multiracial (two or more races) 
comprised the largest minority groups. 

The Chehalis and Nisqually Reservations are the most diverse communities in the 
region. Lacey continues to be the most diverse of  the County's cities and towns, with 40 
percent identifying as a person of  color. 

The County’s Hispanic and Latino population is also increasing, growing f rom 5 percent 
in 2000 to 10 percent in 2020. Figure 2-3, created by TRPC, provides information on 
ethnicity in Thurston County. 

 
1 Thurston Regional Planning Council. Population, Housing, and Employment Data | Thurston 
Regional Planning Council, WA (trpc.org) 

https://trpc.org/480/Population-Housing-and-Employment-Data
https://trpc.org/480/Population-Housing-and-Employment-Data
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Figure 2-3. TRPC Population by Race2 

In 2021, the County established the Thurston County Council on Racial Equity and 
Inclusion with the purpose to advise elected and appointed of f icials on matters of  racial 
equity and inclusion within services and the policies, processes, and practices used to 
accomplish the mission of the County. Additional information can be found on the County 
website.3 

2.2.3 Employment and Businesses 
The County's total employment has been increasing steadily since 2000. The County’s 
largest industry, government and government services, employs a quarter of  the 
workers, and the f ive largest industries combined employ just under 60 percent of  County 
workers (Figure 2-4). 

 
2 Race/Ethnicity | Thurston Regional Planning Council, WA (trpc.org) 
3 https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/board-county-commissioners/thurston-county-
racial-equity-and-inclusion/racial-equity-council 
 

https://www.trpc.org/449/Race-Ethnicity#:%7E:text=In%202020%2C%2029%25%20of%20Thurston%20County%20residents%20identified,are%20the%20most%20diverse%20communities%20in%20the%20region.
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/board-county-commissioners/thurston-county-racial-equity-and-inclusion/racial-equity-council
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/board-county-commissioners/thurston-county-racial-equity-and-inclusion/racial-equity-council
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Figure 2-4. TRPC Employment by Sector4 

TRPC’s latest evaluation of  employment shows that between 2021 and 2022, the 
following employment sectors saw the greatest percentage of  increases in the number of  
jobs: 

• Transportation and warehousing (27 percent)5 
• Professional, scientif ic, and technical services (13 percent) 
• Management of  companies and enterprises (13 percent) 

HazoHouse accepts MRW from businesses for a fee and f rom residents at no cost. The 
County maintains over 130 SQG charge accounts for disposal f rom businesses at 
HazoHouse. 

 
4 Employment by Sector | Thurston Regional Planning Council, WA (trpc.org) 
5 The transportation and warehousing sector and management of companies and enterprises are 
included in the 15 remaining industries in Figure 2-4. 

https://www.trpc.org/420/Employment-by-Sector
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2.3 Waste Stream 
This section provides information on the County 
waste stream and the MRW products disposed of .  

2.3.1 Thurston County Waste Characterization 
Study 
The County commissioned a Waste 
Characterization Study (Study) to analyze MSW 
arriving for disposal at the Waste and Recovery 
Center in 2022 through 2023. The Study’s objective 
was to provide the County with accurate 
composition data for the waste delivered. Data was 
collected specif ic to the following generator types: 

• Commercial (including curbside and self -
haul), as shown in Figure 2-5 

• Residential (including single-family/multi-
family curbside and self -haul) 

• Drop-box facilities (Rainier and Rochester 
self -haul) 

The Study also included an analysis of  
contaminants in recyclables and organics (commercial and residential). The Study 
evaluated data f rom 149 samples over three seasons and was completed in June 2023. 
Figure 2-6 shows the combined composition of  the tons of  residential, self -haul, 
commercial, and drop-box sites that were disposed of , using 2022 waste tonnage data 
as the basis for composition.  

 
Figure 2-6. Thurston County Waste Composition Results (2022/2023) 

Figure 2-5. Commercial Waste Sample 
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Two percent of  the waste composition was classif ied as MRW. This category did not 
include electronics or pharmaceuticals as these waste streams are identif ied, along with 
appropriate recommendations for implementation, in the SWMP. Electronics and 
pharmaceuticals are not included in this HWMP.  

MRW materials were noted in the waste streams f rom both residential and commercial 
samples, although at 1.2 percent of  residential and 2.4 percent of  commercial waste. 
Figure 2-7 provides information on waste characterization results by generator.  

 
Figure 2-7. Thurston County Waste Characterization Results by Generator6 

Although MRW was found in small quantities in the waste stream, these materials have 
the potential to be illegally disposed of  and may harm those who handle them. MRW 
materials observed in the waste stream and considered relevant to HWMP 
recommendations include paint, batteries, chemicals, products containing mercury, 
automotive products, and others.   

 
6 HDR. 2023. Waste Characterization Study. Thurston County Waste Characterization Study Final 
Draft 6-29-23.pdf 

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-07/Thurston%20County%20Waste%20Characterization%20Study%20Final%20Draft%206-29-23.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-07/Thurston%20County%20Waste%20Characterization%20Study%20Final%20Draft%206-29-23.pdf
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3 Public Engagement Surveys 
3.1 Introduction 

In addition to engaging the SWAC in the development of  this Plan, the project team 
developed a survey to engage the larger County community to share input on MRW 
management, programs, and practices to inform opportunities for improvement and the 
f inal recommendations included in this Plan. This chapter includes a description of  the 
survey methods and key f indings of  the results, as well as relevant f indings f rom the 
South County Transfer Station public engagement conducted in 2022. Survey questions 
and detailed results of  the survey are included in Appendix F. 

3.2 Public Engagement Methods 
In July 2024, 166 survey responses were received over a 3-week period. County staf f  
administered two slightly variable versions of  the survey designed by the project team. 
The f irst version was used on site at 
HazoHouse and included a few 
questions specif ic to HazoHouse 
customers. The second version of  
the survey was administered of f -site 
and online. The survey was 
accessed online via a link provided 
on the County website and on a 
printed handout shared during 
survey ef forts and at public events 
(Figure 3-1). Staf f  offered in-person 
participants the option to take the 
survey verbally or online at their 
convenience using the QR code provided. To analyze the results of  the survey, the two 
versions were combined into overall f indings. The intercept survey questions and the 
detailed survey results are included in Appendix F. 

3.2.1 On-site Surveys at HazoHouse  
County staf f  administered on-site intercept surveys at HazoHouse on July 12, 2024 (8 
a.m.−4 p.m.) and July 19, 2024 (10 a.m.−2 p.m.). Between the two survey shif ts, 110 
customers participated in-person at HazoHouse. 

Figure 3-1. Printed Handout with QR Code 
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3.2.2 Off-site/Online Survey 
The second version of  the survey was administered 
in-person at locations other than HazoHouse, 
accessible via QR code, and publicly available online 
through the County website. This version of  the 
survey did not include questions specif ic to 
HazoHouse customers, and instead asked a general 
question about the survey participant’s awareness of  
the facility. Overall, the of f-site/online survey received 
responses f rom 56 participants.  

 OFF-SITE INTERCEPT SURVEYS 
The project team distributed a handout with a QR 
code at the following of f -site locations: 

Table 3-1. Off-site survey events 
Location Date 

WARC Recycling Drop-off Center July 12 (8 a.m.−4 p.m.) 

Atrium July 24 (10:30 am−1:30 p.m.) 
July 29 (8:30−10:30 a.m.) 
July 30 (1:30−2:30 p.m.) 

Thurston County Fair July 31 (1−3:30 p.m.) 
August 1 (12−4:30 p.m.) 

 

 ONLINE SURVEYS 
Access to the survey online was created to increase community engagement and solicit 
additional feedback f rom residents countywide. The online survey was live July 12–
August 5, 2024. The survey link was also posted to the following social media platforms 
on July 19, 24, and 30: 

• Facebook 
• Instagram 
• X 
• Threads 

The survey link was also posted to the following websites July 18–July 30: 

• Business Pollution Prevention | Thurston County (thurstoncountywa.gov) 
• Disposal & Recycling of  Specif ic Hazardous Wastes | Thurston County 

(thurstoncountywa.gov) 
• Solid Waste Regulation | Thurston County (thurstoncountywa.gov) 
• Healthy Homes and Yards  

3.3 Key Findings 
This section includes key f indings f rom the 2024 survey and the following section 
presents key f indings f rom the 2022 South County survey. Overall, the results f rom the 

Figure 3-2. Intercept Survey Conducted 
at WARC Recycling Drop-off Center 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thurstoncountywa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-health-and-social-services%2Fenvironmental-health%2Fbusiness-pollution-prevention&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Rhoades%40hdrinc.com%7Cb60f0f59e99c4d700b2808dcc09b7db3%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638597021292313837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bga7%2BoBDEAcqOCF%2BkY1xfqvJFus%2BaMuyzGcoN3n9CWI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thurstoncountywa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-health-and-social-services%2Fenvironmental-health%2Fbusiness-pollution-prevention%2Fdisposal-recycling-specific-hazardous-wastes&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Rhoades%40hdrinc.com%7Cb60f0f59e99c4d700b2808dcc09b7db3%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638597021292329345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ICmADwCTmrW1vyoQCaExlzXR8S7WsDFiM9ycGaPG8%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thurstoncountywa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-health-and-social-services%2Fenvironmental-health%2Fbusiness-pollution-prevention%2Fdisposal-recycling-specific-hazardous-wastes&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Rhoades%40hdrinc.com%7Cb60f0f59e99c4d700b2808dcc09b7db3%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638597021292329345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ICmADwCTmrW1vyoQCaExlzXR8S7WsDFiM9ycGaPG8%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thurstoncountywa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-health-and-social-services%2Fenvironmental-health%2Fsolid-waste-regulation&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Rhoades%40hdrinc.com%7Cb60f0f59e99c4d700b2808dcc09b7db3%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638597021292335374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2BT3C3ho2MPrxSYC7QpNbogme2i1AXE9fNFljjMtx5s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thurstoncountywa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fpublic-health-and-social-services%2Fcommunity-wellness%2Fhealthy-home-yard&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Rhoades%40hdrinc.com%7C2930760cd6184ffc29b808dcc135db09%7C3667e201cbdc48b39b425d2d3f16e2a9%7C0%7C0%7C638597684554027727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0ztnI609Kn1b802ERh52vGULFDLwEQiJ9OQgRnfwMc0%3D&reserved=0
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two survey ef forts suggest that while the majority of  residents are aware of  and utilize 
services at HazoHouse, the main barrier is the travel distance to the facility required for 
many County residents (specif ically South County residents). Opportunities for 
improvement identif ied through this ef fort include increasing county-wide accessibility for 
HHW disposal, managing and promoting HHW reuse programs, and increasing 
education and outreach to ensure proper management of  HHW and to bolster 
participation in take-back programs. These key f indings are incorporated into the 
recommendations in Chapter 6. Detailed survey results can be found in Appendix F. 

3.3.1 Survey Results 
The key f indings of  the survey are grouped into the following themes: HazoHouse, 
education and assistance, reuse and product stewardship, behaviors, and program 
improvements. For the purpose of  these key f indings, survey participants that did not 
respond or responded “not applicable” to a specif ic question were removed f rom the 
analysis of  that question. 

 HAZOHOUSE USAGE 
• 7% of  customers at HazoHouse were there on behalf  of  a business, and most that 

responded on behalf  of  a business felt the fees are reasonable. 
• 77% of  of f -site respondents are aware that HazoHouse exists and that the facility 

accepts MRW. 
• Only 12% of  all survey respondents specified they have never used HazoHouse, and 

47% of  all respondents use the facility at least a few times per year.  
• 80% of  survey respondents travel less than 15 miles to the HazoHouse/WARC 

facility. 
• 76% of  survey participants said HazoHouse is convenient or very convenient. For 

those that f ind HazoHouse to be inconvenient or very inconvenient (7%), most 
specif ied that it is too far to travel (Figure 3-3). 

 
Figure 3-3. Convenience Rating of HazoHouse 

Scale 5, 
55.6%

Scale 4, 
20.3%

Scale 3, 
17.6%

Scale 2, 
5.2%

Scale 1, 
1.3%

4. How convenient is household hazardous waste recycling and disposal for you on 
a scale from 1–5? (1 indicates "very inconvenient" and 5 indicates "very 

convenient")
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• 56% of  respondents say they take their unwanted, unused chemicals to HazoHouse 
and 28% say they keep them stored or use them up. Another 9% said they throw 
them in the garbage or recycling. 

• The most common materials brought by participants were paints/solvents/stains and 
automotive wastes (Figure 3-4).  

 
Figure 3-4. Materials taken to HazoHouse 

 EDUCATION AND ASSISTANCE 
• 13% of  respondents were aware of  the Business Pollution Prevention Program.  
• 70% of  respondents knew they have a clear protocol in place at work for managing 

hazardous products and 14% were unsure. 
• While 60% of  respondents have used the County website for information on 

hazardous materials, only 19% prefer to get the information on the website. Another 
34% prefer to receive educational materials via email and 19% prefer mail 
(Figure 3-5).  



Chapter 3.0 – Public Engagement Surveys  
 Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

 

June 2025 | 3-5 

 
Figure 3-5. Preferences for Receiving Educational Materials 

 REUSE AND PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP 
• While only 10% of  respondents knew they’d previously used a HHW reuse program 

(most commonly the Swap Shop at HazoHouse), 73% said they would use the 
program if  it was available at HazoHouse. This suggests that if  the Swap Shop is 
reinstated at HazoHouse in the future, advertising the program could be an ef fective 
way to increase participation. 

• 45% of  respondents have participated in take-back programs, most commonly E-
Cycle (Figure 3-6). The majority of  those that answered “Other” specif ied electronics 
take-back programs. 
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6. How would you prefer to receive educational materials about the HazoHouse 
facility and other programs?
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Figure 3-6. Take-back Program Participation 

 BEHAVIORS 
• 88% of  respondents read warning labels on HHW products. 
• Most respondents store their HHW in their garage (39%) or under the sink (26%) at 

home. 
• The main motivations for purchasing products were ef fectiveness (37%) and less 

toxic ingredients (36%) (Figure 3-7). 
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9.1 Which program(s) have you participated in?
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Figure 3-7. Primary Motivations for Purchasing Household Products 

 PROGRAM IMROVEMENTS 
• When asked what the County could do to improve HHW disposal and recycling 

service, 15% requested pickup service of  HHW and 12% asked for additional drop-
of f  locations. Another 7% of  respondents requested more public education to 
increase awareness. 
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13. What is your primary motivation for selecting cleaning and other household 
products?
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3.4 Thurston County South County Transfer Station Survey 
Thurston County administered a public survey in 
2022 at the Rainier and Rochester Drop-Box sites 
in the southern portion of  the County. The 
engagement ef fort included both intercept and 
online surveys over six weeks and received a total 
of  415 responses. The purpose of  the survey was 
to evaluate the possibility of  the development of  a 
new transfer station facility in the southern portion 
of  the County. Key f indings f rom this survey ef fort 
that are relevant to the objectives of  the 2024 
survey are included in this section. 

3.4.1 Key Findings 
• Overall, HHW services ranked second for 

additional services requested in the south 
county (following organics). 

• 58% of  south county survey participants travel 
to the WARC for recycling and disposal 
services. 

• 45% of  survey respondents said they were willing to travel up to 10 miles to a 
disposal site. Nearly all of  the remaining respondents said they would be willing to 
travel up to 20 miles. This f inding is comparable to the 2024 survey, which found that 
80% of  survey participants travel up to 15 miles to get to the WARC. 

 

Figure 3-8. 2022 South County Transfer 
Station Survey 
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4 Existing Facilities and Programs  
4.1 Introduction 

This chapter discusses existing MRW handling facilities, programs and education and 
outreach. 

4.2 Background 
This section provides a summary of  MRW def initions, regulations and guidance, and 
Thurston County MRW facilities. 

4.2.1 Definitions 
MRW is def ined as solid waste that is limited to conditionally exempt Small-Quantity 
Generators (SQG) waste and HHW. MRW has the same characteristics of  hazardous 
waste; f lammability, corrosivity, toxicity, and/or reactivity, and therefore poses the same 
risks. Washington State and federal laws do not regulate these wastes as hazardous 
wastes. MRW is regulated by WAC 173-350-360 under the authority of  RCW 70A.300 
and RCW 70A.205.  

 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
The Hazardous Household Substances List developed by Ecology is shown in Table 4-1 
The Hazardous Household Substance list is not exhaustive but is meant as a starting 
point for local governments to identify household products which may pose public health 
or environmental risks in the planning area. Items listed have at least one hazardous 
property such as f lammable, toxic, corrosive, reactive, or radioactive. If  generated in a 
residence, these products become HHW when discarded. 

 SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR WASTE 
Many businesses and institutions produce small quantities of dangerous wastes. To be a 
Small Quantity Generator, a business or institution produces dangerous waste at rates of  
less than 220 pounds per month or per batch (or 2.2 pounds per month of  extremely 
hazardous waste) and accumulates less than 2,200 pounds of  hazardous waste (or 2.2 
pounds of  extremely hazardous waste) on site. Extremely hazardous wastes include 
certain pesticides and other poisons that are more toxic and pose greater risks than 
other MRW. Businesses and institutions that meet these conditions are SQGs and are 
subject to fewer state and federal regulations. However, they still must follow the 
Dangerous Waste Regulations, for example they are still required to: 

• Designate waste promptly at the point of  generation. 

• Count dangerous waste and determine generator category.  

• Manage dangerous waste safely. 

• Ensure dangerous waste delivery to an approved facility. 

• Submit an annual report and notifying of  treatment activities (if  assigned an 
active EPA/State ID Number). 



Chapter 4.0 – Existing Facilities and Programs 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

4-2 | June 2025  

Table 4-1. Household Hazardous Substance List  

This list is provided by Ecology as required by RCW 70A.300.350(4)(a) 
Substance(s} or Class(es} of Substances Hazards 
Group 1: Repair and Remodeling Flammable Toxic Corrosive Reactive 
Adhesives, Glues, Cements X X   
Cement Etching Solutions   X  
Roof Flashing Containing Lead  X   
Roof Coatings, Sealants  X   
Caulkings, Sealants  X   
Epoxy Resins X X  X 
Latex (water} Based Paints with mold inhibitors  X   
Solvent Based Paints X X   
Solvents, Thinners X X X X 
Paint Removers, Strippers  X X  
 
Group 2: Cleaning Agents Flammable Toxic Corrosive Reactive 
Oven Cleaners  X X  
Rust Removers   X  
Degreasers, Spot Removers X X X  
Toilet, Drain, Septic Cleaners  X X  
Polishes, Waxes, Strippers X X X  
Deck, Patio, Chimney Cleaners X X X  
Solvent Cleaning Fluid X X X X 
Household Bleach (< 8% solution}   X  
 
Group 3: Poisons Flammable Toxic Corrosive Reactive 
Insecticides X X   
Fungicides  X  X 
Rodenticides  X  X 
Molluscides  X   
Wood Preservatives  X   
Moss Retardants  X X  
Herbicides  X   
Fertilizers  X X X 
 
Group 4: Auto, Boat, and Equipment Maintenance Flammable Toxic Corrosive Reactive 
Batteries X X X X 
Waxes, Cleaners X X X  
Paints, Solvents, Cleaners X X X X 
Aerosol Cans X X X X 
Adhesives, Glues, Cements X X   
Fuel or Oil Additives X X X X 
Gasoline X X X X 
Flushes X X X X 
Auto Body Repair Materials X X   
Motor Oil  X   
Diesel Oil X X   
Antifreeze  X   
 
Group 5: Hobby and Recreation Flammable Toxic Corrosive Reactive 
Paints, Thinners, Solvents X X X X 
Pool/Sauna Chemicals X X X X 
Photo Processing Chemicals X X X X 
Metal Cleaning, Refining Chemicals  X X X 
Glues, Cements X X X  
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4.3 Moderate-Risk Waste Generation 
RCW 70A.300.350(1)(a) requires local governments to prepare hazardous waste 
management plans that contain an assessment of  the quantities, types, generators, and 
fates of  hazardous waste in each jurisdiction. This Plan serves to compile that data for 
Thurston County, and this chapter focuses on the MRW associated with HHW and SQG 
aspects/quantities of  hazardous waste. The quantities, types, and fates of  MRW in 
Thurston County are described in Section 4.4. The following subsections focus on the 
generators of  this waste in Thurston County. 

4.3.1 Hazardous Waste Inventory 
The following information helps provide an inventory of  hazardous waste management in 
Thurston County by addressing dangerous waste generators (i.e., large-quantity 
generators), contaminated sites, transporters and processing facilities, and locations 
where hazardous waste facilities can be sited (“zone designations”). Additional 
information on generators located within the County, and the waste they produce can be 
found online: ECY Hazardous Waste Facilities Search Tool 

 GENERATORS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE 
Small Quantity Generators (SQGs) are not required to register with the State of  
Washington. Ecology records (latest data as of  June 2024) show that 136 businesses 
and institutions in Thurston County are registered as hazardous waste generators and 
have reported the generation of  waste. Of  those registered, there are 68 small quantity 
generators, 26 medium quantity generators, and 42 large quantity generators. Additional 
information on potential SQGs not registered with Washington State can be found in 
Section 4.3.2. 

 REMEDIAL ACTION SITES 
Ecology’s list of confirmed and suspected contaminated sites in Thurston County can be 
found online through the What’s in my Neighborhood tool. There are a total of  472 sites 
listed in Thurston County, 185 of  which are still in the process of  or awaiting cleanup. 

 HAZARDOUS WASTE SERVICES (TRANSPORTERS AND FACILITIES) 
Ecology records show there are no State regulated Treatment, Storage, and Disposal 
facilities managing hazardous waste in the county. Multiple private companies, in and out 
of  the state, provide transportation and disposal services for a wide range of  materials. 
The current list of  these companies can be found on the Ecology website.7 This list is not 
exhaustive, and an online search could f ind other hazardous waste service providers. 
Thurston County contracts with Clean Harbors as their transporter and disposal services 
for MRW collection.  

 ZONE DESIGNATIONS 
The general requirements for dangerous waste management facilities are included in 
WAC 173-303-280. While there are currently no such facilities in Thurston County, it is 
required for local hazardous waste plans to describe the eligible zones designated in 
each jurisdiction in accordance with RCW 70A.300.370. According to Ecology records, 

 
7 Ecology’s Waste service providers webpage 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/hwsearch/SiteSearch.aspx
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/neighborhood/?lat=47.500000&lon=-121.000000&zoom=7&radius=false
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider#choose
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the following jurisdictions have approved land use zones described in local ordinances 
where a dangerous waste facility could be located: Thurston County, Olympia, Lacey, 
Tumwater, Yelm, Bucoda, and Tenino. 

4.3.2 Inventory of Moderate-Risk Waste Generators 
As stated above, MRW generators include HHW from local residents as well as SQG 
from local businesses and institutions. According to the most recent census data, there 
are 115,695 households and 6,686 employer establishments in Thurston County 8. For 
residential sources in particular, products may be stored for multiple years before the 
resident determines that the material is no longer useful or needed and takes it to an 
MRW facility. In addition, although quantities and types of  MRW collected and shipped 
are tracked, it is unknown how many residents are recycling or disposing of  wastes 
through drop-off programs and private collection services. Also unknown is the number 
of  SQGs utilizing the services of  private collection companies for their hazardous wastes. 

4.4 Existing Facilities and Programs 
This section describes existing facilities and programs that manage MRW in Thurston 
County. 

4.4.1 HazoHouse 
The WARC, which operates as the main solid waste transfer station facility for Thurston 
County, is located at 2420 Hogum Bay Road NE, Lacey, Washington, and accepts MSW 
from municipal, commercial, and self -haul (public) customers. The WARC of fers 
opportunities for the public and SQGs to drop-of f  MRW in a dedicated facility known as 
HazoHouse. Figure 4-1 provides the layout of  facilities located at the WARC, including 
the location of  the HazoHouse facility. 

 
8 U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts: Thurston County, Washington 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/thurstoncountywashington/PST045223
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Figure 4-1. WARC Facility Layout 

Thurston County owns and operates a f ixed facility, 
HazoHouse, to collect MRW from residents and SQGs. This 
2,870-sf  facility, constructed in 2011, of fers residents the 
opportunity to safely dispose of  their HHW at no cost and 
eligible businesses can dispose of  waste for a small fee. 
Informational handouts on recycling and proper waste 
disposal are available at the facility. HazoHouse operates 
seven days per week f rom 8:00 a.m. through 4:45 p.m. 
HazoHouse currently accepts the following items for 
recycling and disposal: 

• Automotive products (brake f luid, oil f ilters) 

• Antif reeze – limit of  5 gallons per vehicle per day  

• Motor oil – limit of  5 gallons per vehicle per day 

• Batteries except standard alkaline - Each battery must be placed in an individual, 
sealable plastic bag.  

• Oil-based and latex paint – limit of  10 gallons per vehicle per day. 

• Thinners and solvents 

• Cleaning supplies 

• Glues and adhesives 

• Pesticides 

• Pool and hobby chemicals 

Figure 4-2. HazoHouse Bulking 
Area 
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• Liquid fuels – limit of  5 gallons per vehicle per day 

• Fluorescent lights, compact f luorescent lights, High Intensity Discharge lights, 
yard light bulbs and their ballasts. – limit of  10 per vehicle per day. No broken 
bulbs or light tubes taped together. Transport them in their original boxes if  
possible. Ballasts labeled as “no PCBs” should be disposed of  as garbage. 

• Propane containers (5 gallons or smaller) – Limit of  three propane tanks per 
vehicle per day. Accepted tanks include: 

o Standard barbecue tanks 

o Compact camp stove propane canisters (such as the green Coleman single-
use fuel canisters) 

o Small, narrow propane cylinders used by plumbers and other contractors. 

• Products containing mercury - place thermometers in their original containers or 
in two plastic sealable bags. 

4.4.2 Collection Programs 
The following bullets describe current MRW collection programs operating in Thurston 
County: 

• Batteries, both auto lead acid and NiCad/NIMH/Lithium, are accepted at 
HazoHouse. In 2023, Washinton State Legislature passed a law requiring battery 
manufacturers to create a statewide collection system for portable batteries 
beginning in 2027 and medium batteries by 2029.  

• Electronic waste is accepted through the E-Cycle 
Washington program. The E-Cycle Washington 
program allows for the collection and recycling of  
televisions, desktop computers, laptop computers, 
tablet computers, e-readers, portable video disc 
players, and computer monitors. However, 
peripherals such as keyboards, mice, and printers 
are not covered by the program. More than 330 
collection sites (statewide) have been established 
since January 2009. Since inception, E-Cycle 
Washington has collected more than 460 million 
pounds of  discarded electronics. Names and 
locations of  collection sites can be obtained by 
calling 1-800-RECYCLE or going to the following website: 
www.ecyclewashington.org. 

Figure 4-3. E-Cycle Washington 

http://www.ecyclewashington.org/
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• Marine related hazardous waste is collected by 
Thurston County at the Olympia Yacht Club, 
Swantown Marina, and Zittles Marina. Thurston 
County provides covered containers at each site and 
accepts antif reeze, gasoline, diesel, oil, oil f ilters, 
sorbents, bilge waste, paint-related materials, zinc 
anodes, aerosols, and miscellaneous other waste. 
Collected marine related hazardous waste is 
transported to HazoHouse for further processing and 
packaging.  

• Mercury-containing lights are accepted 
through the LightRecycle program. 
HazoHouse participates in this program 
and accepts f luorescent tubes at no 
charge. Additional collection sites can be 
found via the following link: 
https://www.lightrecycle.org/ 

• The state has set a goal for 80 percent of  household used oil to be collected and 
re-ref ined. To help achieve this goal, used oil is accepted at HazoHouse, Parts 
Plus in Olympia and Lacey, Valley Repair in Tenino, Rainier Drop-Box site, and 
the Rochester Drop-Box site, or at one of  several 
privately owned businesses. The County owned and 
operated sites incorporate used oil best management 
practices when accepting used oil f rom the public and 
SQG’s. Ecology recommended and implemented used oil 
best managements practices can be found at: Ecology’s 
Public Used Oil Collection - Focus on Reducing PCB 
Contamination. All used oil collected through County-
owned sites is re-ref ined, as oil is collected f rom County-operated tanks and 
private businesses. Currently used oil is collected by Arcom and hauled to other 
companies that re-ref ine the oil. 

•  Additional collections sites can be found at the following website: 
http://1800recycle.wa.gov/ 

• Paint is accepted through the PaintCare recycling program. HazoHouse 
participates in this program and accepts paints at no charge. Additional collection 
sites can be found at the following website: https://www.paintcare.org/drop-of f -
sites/ 

• The Washington State Department of  Agriculture conducts agricultural chemical 
waste collection events in Washington state on an as-needed basis. Participants 
must sign up in advance to bring in wastes, but there is no cost to participate.  

• SQGs and large-quantity generators use the services of  private companies that 
collect specif ic types of  wastes, but little public information is available on the 
amounts collected in this manner. 

Figure 4-4. Marine Waste 
Collection 

Figure 4-6. PaintCare 

Figure 4-5. Light Recycle Washington 

https://www.lightrecycle.org/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507010.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507010.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507010.html
http://1800recycle.wa.gov/
https://www.paintcare.org/drop-off-sites/
https://www.paintcare.org/drop-off-sites/
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Thurston County provides online assistance for HHW disposal and recycling options 
online on the Where Do I Take My? page.  

4.4.3 Processing, Transport, and Disposal 
MRW has traditionally been processed, transported, and disposed of  through the 
HazoHouse facility, located at the WARC, for recycling or disposal according to its 
Washington State Department of  Transportation hazard classif ication (f lammable, toxic, 
acid, corrosive, or reactive). MRW collected at the HazoHouse facility is shipped to 
licensed hazardous waste treatment, storage, and/or disposal facilities. Table 4-2 
provides the quantities of  MRW processed, transported, and disposed (HHW and SQG) 
through HazoHouse in 2021, 2022, and 2023. 

Table 4-2. HazoHouse Quantities Shipped (in pounds) 

Waste Type 2021 2022 2023 

Acids 9,537 7,750 7,900 

Antifreeze 5,659 5,715 4,640 

Aerosols 33,813 33,624 22,100 

Bases 15,500 13,500 16,940 

Flammable Gases 3,671 2,849 2,958 

Flammable Liquids 76,815 54,650 82,289 

Flammable Solids 280 250 - 

Fluorescent Tubes 1,000 1,000 1,500 

Mercury - 736 - 

Oil – Non-Contaminated 36,090 37,240 34,185 

Organic Peroxides 28 20 33 

Oxidizers 2,000 2,000 1,507 

Paint and Related Materials 143,250 111,800 110,750 

Pesticides/Poisons 11,354 12,750 10,950 

PCB Containing Materials 323 - 474 

Reactives 28 - 60 

Batteries (All types) 52,292 43,751 50,285 

Other Materials/Non-Regulated 23,200 22,250 24,600 

TOTAL (in pounds)  414,840 349,885 371,171 

Participants 26,089 27,163 28,283 

4.4.4 Household Hazardous Waste Education 
Thurston County Public Health and Social Services Department (Health Department) 
implements the household and public education programs for Thurston County as 
recommended in the HWMP. These programs are funded with tipping fees with the goal 
to reduce residents’ use of  hazardous products and promote that hazardous products 
which cannot be reduced are properly used, stored, and handled. Thurston County staf f  
conduct the following projects to educate residents regarding HHW: 

https://www.co.thurston.wa.us/apps/sw/wheredoitakemy.html
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• Healthy Home and Yard presentations and workshops 

• Fairs and Events 

• Healthy Homes and Housing Partnerships 

• Retail-based Education and Outreach 

• Healthy Childcare 

In 2023, the following events, presentations, and partnerships were conducted: 

HEALTHY HOME & GARDEN COMMUNITY EVENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PARTNERSHIPS 

 Nine Common Sense Gardening workshops with 
136 participants and seven tabling events with 
497 contacts.  

 Eight Healthier Home workshops with 109 
participants and two tabling events engaging 24 
participants. 

 Housing partnerships ef fort with low-income 
residents engaged 25 participants in safer 
cleaning practices (pledges and kits distributed). 

 Gathered more than 235 pledges f rom local 
residents who committed to improve their 
practices regarding use, storage, and disposal of  
HHW. 

RETAIL STORE (POINT-OF-PURCHASE) OUTREACH 
 Distributed over 20,000 Common Sense Gardening, 

Integrated Pest Management, Safe Medicine Return, and 
other waste-related guides through point-of -purchase, 
community kiosks and events. 

HOUSEHOLD EDUCATION AND ASSISTANCE 

 Provided Healthy Homes and environmental health 
information line assistance, serving 45 residents with 
Healthy Home and Yard advice.  

 Issued six editions of  Thurston Home and Garden e-
newsletter, reaching over 850 residents per issue. 

 Used oil education and outreach through pamphlets and 
County websites. 

BEYOND BLEACH: TRAININGS FOR CHILDCARE 

 Seven childcare trainings for 55 childcare providers, over 200 children served by 
these centers. 

NETWORKS AND PARTNERSHIPS 

 Go Green Lawn Care 

Figure 4-7. Healthy Homes Pledge 

Figure 4-8. Retail Point of 
Purchase display 
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 Thurston Conservation District 

 Thurston ECO Network 

 Washington statewide ecoPRO 

 E3 Washington 

 …and more 
Additional information on MRW education and outreach programs can be found on the 
Thurston County website.9 

4.4.5 Business Pollution Prevention 
The Thurston County Health Department 
provides pollution prevention assistance 
and regulates businesses that handle, 
store, or generate hazardous materials or 
waste, incentivizing businesses to adopt 
best management practices that reduce or 
eliminate the use of  hazardous chemicals. 

The Health Department participates in the 
Pollution Prevention Assistance (PPA) 
program which is comprised of  
representatives f rom cities, counties, and health departments across Washington. The 
program is funded through Ecology and provides free technical assistance to businesses 
that generate, handle, or store hazardous materials or waste.  

Health Department technical assistance visits are designed to reduce or eliminate 
hazardous waste and pollutants at the source. A local pollution prevention specialist 
meets with organizations to evaluate current activities and practices. The specialist will 
discuss concerns, observations, solutions, and work directly to help solve common 
challenges around dangerous wastes, stormwater, solid waste, and spill prevention. This 
collaborative process limits liability, reduces risk, and improves work environments. 

Between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 2024, program representatives conducted a total of  
157 site visits through the PPA program. Of  those, 112 were initial site visits, 42 were 
follow-up visits, and 3 were screening visits (a site visit was attempted but either access 
was denied or it was discovered that the business was not an SQG). Thurston County is 
required to complete 250 site visits each biennium, so those completed in the f irst year of  
this reporting period puts the County ahead of  schedule for meeting the threshold. 
Examples of  businesses visited include different types of automotive shops, commercial 
printers, dental of f ices, dry cleaners, school laboratories, auto recyclers, and paint 
contractors. 

When working with a business, the goal is to bring the business into compliance with the 
Thurston County Nonpoint Source Pollution Ordinance (Article VI of  the Sanitary Code) 

 
9 https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/solid-waste/garbage-
recycling/household-hazardous-waste 

Figure 4-9. County Business Pollution Prevention 
Campaign 

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/media/2022
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/solid-waste/garbage-recycling/household-hazardous-waste
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-works/solid-waste/garbage-recycling/household-hazardous-waste
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and provide the appropriate resources for correctly managing waste streams in the 
future. If  practices or physical handling and storage methods need to be changed, a time 
is set up to have changes made, and return for a follow up. Formal enforcement action is 
not the preferred method for bringing businesses into compliance with the ordinance. 

When a business is determined to be complying with the ordinance, they are given a 
Notice of  Compliance, describing how their general waste stream is managed, the 
amount managed per month, and how they have chosen to manage the waste. 

If  a business is not in compliance with the ordinance at the conclusion of  the initial visit, 
they are provided a Notice of  Non-Compliance (NONC), which describes what wastes or 
products need to be addressed in order to be in compliance. 

Most businesses are pleased with the outcome of  the visits though some businesses 
may have to invest in pollution prevention equipment or supplies to satisfy the 
requirements of  the Nonpoint Source Pollution Ordinance. Many were already in 
compliance before the technical assistance visit or are able to make simple changes to 
properly manage their waste streams. Additional information on this program is located 
on the County website:10 

SQG and small business technical assistance and education are also conducted by 
Ecology. Information on the Ecology Small Quantity Generator assistance and education 
programs can be found on the Ecology website.11 

4.4.6 Compliance and Enforcement 
Compliance issues are handled by the Health Department, which responds to complaints 
and other problems as they are identif ied. The Health Department receives LSWFA grant 
funding for this purpose. Additional information on Health Department compliance and 
enforcement responsibilities can be found in Section 5.3.1 Thurston County Public 
Health and Social Services Department.  

4.5 Status of Previous Recommendations 
The status of  the recommendations made by the 2014 Plan can be found in Appendix C. 

 

  

 
10 https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-health-and-social-
services/environmental-health/business-pollution-prevention 
11 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-
guidance/dangerous-waste-basics/generator-category/small-quantity-generators 

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-health-and-social-services/environmental-health/business-pollution-prevention
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-health-and-social-services/environmental-health/business-pollution-prevention
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dangerous-waste-basics/generator-category/small-quantity-generators
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dangerous-waste-basics/generator-category/small-quantity-generators
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5 Administration and Financing  
5.1 Introduction 

This chapter addresses the administrative and f inancing activities related to hazardous 
waste. 

5.2 Background 
The County, cities, towns, and other organizations and agencies are responsible for 
providing administration and f inancing of  federal, state, and local laws and regulations 
that guide the planning, operation, and maintenance of  the region’s hazardous waste 
management system. The County hazardous waste management system is required to 
meet applicable standards for the protection of  human health and environmental quality 
in the region. Legal authority for the County HWMP is based on Washington State 
statute and County Board of  Health Code. Federal law exempts HHW and SQGs f rom 
requirements of  federal regulations.  

5.3 Existing Conditions 
Administrative responsibility for hazardous waste handling systems in the County is 
currently divided among multiple agencies and jurisdictions in local, county, and state 
governments. Each organization involved in the County hazardous waste management 
system is described below. 

5.3.1 Thurston County Public Health and Social Services Department 
PHSS works with the public, businesses, cities, 
and state agencies to develop and implement 
plans for the safe storage, collection, 
transportation, and f inal disposal of  MRW. The 
powers and duties of  local boards of  health are 
described in RCW 70.05.060, which includes 
enacting and enforcing local rules to protect 
public health as well as establishing fees for 
services provided to protect public health. 
PHSS’s role is to comply with RCW 70A.300 
and WAC 173-350 – Solid Waste Handling 
Standards, the Thurston County Code and 
Thurston County Sanitary Code. PHSS is 
responsible for the following: 

• Permitting MRW facilities operating in 
the County.  

• Ensuring that permits are consistent 
with the HWMP, local ordinances, and 
appropriate state and federal 
regulations. 

• Oversight of  existing permitted facilities.  

Figure 5-1. PHSS Staff Inspection 
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• Responding to complaints regarding improper storage and disposal of  MRW.  

• Implementation and enforcement of  used oil point of  sale signage and container 
standards. The County does not have an ordinance for the implementation and 
enforcement of  used oil point of sale signage and container standards. Currently 
private retailers in Thurston County use their own corporate signage for internal 
collection programs, but PHSS plans to implement container standards in 
compliance with RCW 70A.224.040. 

• Investigating illegal dumping and non-permitted dump sites. 

• Provide pollution prevention assistance and regulate businesses that handle, 
store, or generate hazardous materials or waste. 

• Develop and implement plans to reduce hazardous materials in the home and 
provide education on safe storage and collection of  HHW. 

• Perform abatement on properties that pose a public health and safety risk or 
when authorized by a court order. 

• Maintaining the HWMP as adopted in relation to public health, safety, and 
sanitation by all persons in the County. 

MRW facility permits are required in accordance with WAC 173-303 and WAC 173-350. 
Facilities are required to obtain MRW handling permits f rom PHSS. 

PHSS and the County Public Works Department maintain a Memorandum of  
Understanding (MOU) for services related to solid and hazardous waste prevention, 
regulation, enforcement, education and outreach, and technical assistance which is 
funded with solid waste tipping fees. The following staf f ing levels are currently funded 
through this MOU: 

• Three Solid Waste Enforcement employees 

• Two Hazardous Waste Regulation and Technical Assistance employees 

• One Section Supervisor 

• Two Education and Outreach Specialists 

• One (part-time/30 hours) Education and Outreach Program Assistant  

Applicants for new MRW permits within the County will notify PHSS. Each applicant will 
submit a permit application and a SEPA checklist to PHSS, which will be forwarded to 
the County Public Works Department.  

The County Public Works Department will then request a meeting of  the SWAC for the 
purpose of  reviewing the permit application for conformance with the HWMP. The SWAC 
will review the documents and return its f indings to PHSS to consider and include those 
f indings in its f inal decision.  

PHSS will forward such f indings and comments, along with the SEPA checklist and 
permit application, to the Thurston County Board of  Health. Final approval or denial of  
the application shall rest with PHSS, which shall issue its approval/disapproval of  the 
application within 90 days af ter its receipt, pursuant to RCW 70A.300. 
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5.3.2 Thurston County Department of Public Works - Solid Waste Division 
The Washington State Hazardous 
Waste Management Act, RCW 
70A.300, assigns local government the 
primary responsibility for managing 
MRW.  

Authorization for local governments to 
coordinate with those persons involved 
in providing privately owned hazardous 
and MRW facilities and services is 
described in 70A.300 RCW as follows: 
“If  a local government determines that 
a moderate-risk waste will be or is 
adequately managed by one or more 
privately owned facilities or services at 
a reasonable price, the local 
government shall take actions to encourage the use of  that private facility or service. 
Actions taken by a local government under this subsection may include, but are not 
limited to, restricting or prohibiting the land disposal of  a moderate-risk waste at any 
transfer station or land disposal facility within its jurisdiction.” Because no private MRW 
facilities were located within the County, the County and its planning partners authorized 
HazoHouse to be the facility to accept MRW. Washington State law requires local 
governments to have a HWMP and update it f rom time to time.  

The County has entered into interlocal agreements with incorporated cities and towns 
prior to starting the HWMP review, update, and adoption process. These agreements 
address the HWMP participation and can be found in Appendix A.  

The County exercises its operational MRW responsibilities through the County Public 
Works, Solid Waste Division (PWSW). The specif ic administrative functions performed 
include: 

• Administering, staf f ing, and operating HazoHouse  

• Administering and staf f ing public education programs for MRW 

• Administering contracts 

• Maintaining the HWMP as adopted in relation to public health, safety, and 
sanitation and providing regulations to govern the storage, collection, transfer, 
transportation, processing, use, and f inal disposal of  solid waste and selected 
hazardous wastes by persons within the County 

• Providing staf f  support for the SWAC 

The PWSW HazoHouse is staf fed by three Moderate Risk Waste Technicians. 

PWSW is funded by the solid waste fees collected from the transfer station and drop-box 
sites and SQG fees assessed at HazoHouse (see Appendix H for current HazoHouse 
SQG fee assessment). The County also receives LSWFA grant monies f rom Ecology for 
MRW management and planning activities, HazoHouse operations, and pilot projects. 

Figure 5-2. HazoHouse Bulking Room 
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Table 5-1 outlines the 2024 budget for HazoHouse. The dif ference between revenues 
and expenditures is funded through solid waste tipping fees collected at the County-
owned sites. The Thurston County Solid Waste Division assesses the tipping fee at all 
County owned and operated solid waste facilities. Approximately 2.5 percent of  the 
tipping fee is designated for MRW and used oil recycling and disposal operations and 
reserves for contaminated oil disposal and facility upgrades. Table 5-2 includes the 
estimated budget and budget reserve for contaminated used oil. 

Table 5-1. Thurston County HazoHouse Financial Information 

Revenue and Expense 2024 Budget 
Revenues 
SQG Revenues $18,000 

LSWFA Grant $268,392 

Total Revenues $286,392 
Expenditures 
Salaries and Benefits (Employee Compensation) $340,736 

Supplies (Operational Supplies) $39,200 

Professional Services (Contracts with Vendors for 
Recycling and Disposal Services) 

$240,000 

Utilities and Rentals (Utilities and Equipment Rentals) $37,000 

Interfund Services (Communications) $6,715 

Transfer Out to Environmental Health (Contractual 
Permitting, Education and Outreach, Inspections) 

$408,112 

Total Expenses $1,071,763 
 

Table 5-2. Used Oil Recycling Financial Information 

Used Oil Recycling Element Estimated Cost 
per Year 

Implementation of the used oil recycling element 
(Collection, management, sign and container 
enforcement, education, and outreach) 

$30,000* 

Budget reserve for contaminated oil disposal $30,000* 
Total Estimated Cost $60,000 

*These are estimates provided by PHSS based on 2014 Plan and current records of 
oil disposal costs. 

Thurston County Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
Per RCW 70A.200, the Board of  County Commissioners has appointed the SWAC to 
help develop solid waste and MRW handling programs and policies. The SWAC has 
adopted by-laws that can be amended by the SWAC, subject to the approval by the 
Board of  County Commissioners. The SWAC consists of  a minimum of  nine members 
and a maximum of  twelve members, each with one vote, and membership is outlined in 
the bylaws to include citizens, public interest groups, businesses, the waste 
management industry, agriculture, and local elected of f icials. Additional information 
regarding the SWAC by-laws can be found in Appendix D. 
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5.3.3 Washington State Department of Ecology 
RCWs, specif ically 70A.205 and 70A.300, provide for a 
comprehensive, statewide solid waste and hazardous 
waste management program and assign primary 
responsibility for solid waste and MRW handling to 
local governments. These regulations give each 
county, in cooperation with its cities, the task of  setting 
up coordinated solid waste and hazardous waste 
management plans that place an emphasis on waste 
reduction and recycling programs, and MRW 
management strategies that reduce or eliminate the 
use of  hazardous chemicals while protecting the 
environment. Enforcement and regulatory responsibilities 
are assigned to cities, counties, or jurisdictional health 
departments (such as the County PHSS), and Ecology (depending on the specific activity 
and local preferences). While Washington State law assigns primary responsibility for 
managing MRW to local governments, Ecology maintains regulatory and enforcement 
responsibility for dangerous waste generators, remedial action sites, transporters, and 
facilities that recycle, treat, store and/or dispose of  hazardous waste.  

Ecology has promulgated WAC 173-350, Solid Waste Handling Standards, which 
addresses the operational and other requirements for MRW facilities.  

Under MTCA (RCW 70A.305), grants are available to local governments for hazardous 
waste management plans and programs and remedial actions to clean up existing 
hazardous waste sites. Solid and hazardous waste planning and programs are funded 
through the LSWFA Grants program administered by Ecology’s Solid Waste 
Management Program. The state rule that governs this program is WAC 173-312 – Local 
Solid Waste Financial Assistance.  

5.3.4 United States Environmental Protection Agency 
At the federal level, RCRA regulates large generators of  hazardous waste and delegates 
management of  hazardous waste to the states.  

  

Figure 5-3. Ecology MQG 
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6 Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan 
This chapter provides an analysis of  planning issues considered and information about 
the cost and schedule for implementing the recommendations made in the HWMP. 
Information is also provided on monitoring progress and maintaining the HWMP. 

6.1 Strategy Analysis 
The following strategies were reviewed for consideration and potential implementation. 

What data is available to ensure equity in access and service levels 
throughout Thurston County? 

Data collection is critical to best serve Thurston County residents on proper management 
and disposal of  MRW and to determine which residents are being potentially 
underserved. Nationwide research indicates that the average resident needs to dispose 
of  HHW once every 7.4 years.12 To meet this need, HHW collections should be serving 
at least 13.5 percent of  the region’s households 
each year. In 2023, Thurston County reported 
28,283 customers utilized the HazoHouse facility. 
TRPC estimates that there were 126,700 
households in Thurston County in 2023.13 This 
shows that the participation level throughout 
Thurston County was at 22 percent, far above the 
13.5 percent average household service need.  

In 2022, Thurston County conducted stakeholder 
engagement regarding the South County Transfer 
Station Siting Study and in 2024, additional 
stakeholder engagement was conducted that 
provided insight on customer behavior, education 
and outreach, reuse options, product stewardship, 
and potential program improvements. Information 
on the 2024 stakeholder engagement can be found 
in Chapter 3. 

Continued study of  participation at HazoHouse 
(and future MRW facilities) would help identify 
barriers for residents and businesses, increase 
engagement, inform targeted expansion of  
services, and improve accessibility to better serve 
all community members. 

 

 
12 Nightingale, David. Waste Advantage. November 2, 2020. HHW Collection Effectiveness Metric 
- Waste Advantage Magazine 
13 Population, Housing, and Employment Data | Thurston Regional Planning Council, WA 
(trpc.org) 

Figure 6-1. South County Transfer Stations 
Stakeholder Engagement 

https://wasteadvantagemag.com/hhw-collection-effectiveness-metric/
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/hhw-collection-effectiveness-metric/
https://www.trpc.org/480/Population-Housing-and-Employment-Data
https://www.trpc.org/480/Population-Housing-and-Employment-Data
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Recommended Strategy  
• Data Collection 1 – Continue to collect participation data at HazoHouse (and 

future facilities) and in programs to engage the community, increase equitable 
participation in MRW management and disposal, and improve programs. 

What facilities and programs will be needed to meet the future needs of 
households and small quantity generators? 

Thurston County currently owns and operates HazoHouse located at the WARC in 
Lacey, Washington. The facility accepts HHW free of  charge and collects a fee for SQG 
disposal of  MRW. No other f ixed facilities for HHW and SQG collection and disposal 
services are of fered within Thurston County other than some specif ic product collection 
programs as outlined in Section 4.4.2.  

In 2022, as part of  the South County Transfer Station Stakeholder Engagement process, 
neighboring Lewis County noted that households f rom the southern portion of  Thurston 
County utilized the Lewis County Hazo Hut facility located at the Central Transfer Station 
in Centralia due to longer travel distance to HazoHouse at the WARC. 

Thurston County is considering options for a transfer station to replace the Rainier and 
Rochester drop-box facilities. As part of that project, PWSW will consider construction of  
an MRW facility to increase program accessibility and meet the needs of  residents and 
businesses in the southern portion of  Thurston County. 

In previous years, Waste Mobile collected HHW in underserved areas. Other 
municipalities in Washington State provide HHW collection events to serve remote areas. 
Until an MRW collection option is implemented in the southern portion of  Thurston 
County, the County needs to consider how best to provide HHW disposal options to meet 
the needs of  residents and ensure HHW is not improperly disposed.  

Recommended Strategies  
• Facility 1 - Continue operations of  HazoHouse facility. 

• Facility 2 - Review and complete capital improvements to HazoHouse facility as 
outlined in the County Capital Improvement Program. 

• Facility 3 - Consider construction of  an MRW facility to meet the needs of  
residents and businesses in the southern portion of  Thurston County. 

• Facility 4 – Consider options for providing HHW collection methods to serve 
remote areas in the County and implement as appropriate. 

What MRW reduction methods can be considered? 

With the implementation of  product stewardship programs and extended producer 
responsibility (EPR) and recycling options for electronic waste, batteries, mercury-
containing lights, used oil, paint, and other materials, reviewing the MRW waste stream 
and considering options for reuse and reduction programs at HazoHouse will be critical 
to minimize operational costs. 

Prior to 2021, HazoHouse managed a reuse program called the “swap shop” designed 
as a f ree sharing program for participants to leave and/or pickup unused, or partially 
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used, HHW products. The program was discontinued due to potential legal responsibility 
and safety concerns. Thurston County is currently exploring alternative structures to the 
reuse program, such as scheduling pickups by appointment only and/or targeting non-
prof its and internal departments that can reuse materials, such as cleaning products. 
Thurston County anticipates that program alternatives will mitigate challenges that arise 
f rom the prior self -serve reuse programs while still reducing HazoHouse operational 
costs associated with transport and disposal of MRW and increasing reuse opportunities. 

The above actions, coupled with promoting policies that reduce use of  and exposure to 
hazardous products and encouraging product stewardship programs, will reduce MRW in 
the system requiring disposal. The increased use of  safer alternatives and 
implementation of  strategic education and outreach plans to households and SQGs on 
choosing safer alternatives are anticipated to reduce the quantity of  MRW in Thurston 
County’s system.  

Recommended Strategy  
• Program 1 - Consider implementation of  program alternatives that promote 

product reuse f rom HazoHouse. 

How can people and the environment be better protected from 
hazardous materials? 

To support and enhance a vibrant MRW system, prioritizing actions that protect people 
and the environment f rom hazardous materials will be key strategies to implement over 
the life of  this HWMP. Advocating for policy actions that promote safer alternatives, 
prevent exposures to hazardous materials, and support and advocate producer 
responsibility and product stewardship for hazardous products will provide a solid 
approach for implementation. 

Actions for consideration could include: 

• Support and pursue legislative 
actions that advance product 
stewardship and EPR for MRW. 

• Advance policies that reduce 
exposure to hazardous products 
and increase the use of  safer 
alternatives. 

• Implement a strategic education 
and outreach plan to households 
and SQGs on choosing safer 
alternatives, safe use and storage 
of  hazardous products, and how to safely dispose of  MRW. 

• Provide technical assistance and support to residents, SQGs, municipalities, and 
community groups in the use of  safer alternatives and new EPR programs. 

• Provide pollution prevention assistance and regulatory guidance to businesses 
that handle, store, or generate hazardous waste. 

Figure 6-2. Ecology Safer Products for 
Washington 
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 Investigate and respond to complaints regarding improper storage and disposal 
of MRW and undertake potential clean-up actions. 

Recommended Strategies  
 Program 2 - Advocate for policy actions and education and outreach programs 

that promote safer alternatives, prevent exposure to hazardous materials, and 
support EPR and product stewardship for hazardous products. 

 Program 3 - Implement strategic education and outreach programs for 
households and SQGs that promote choosing safer alternatives, safe use and 
storage, and safe disposal. 

How can we ensure that our messaging is inclusive to all of Thurston 
County? 

The Thurston Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) declared racism a crisis through 
Resolution No. 15995, and the Board of Health proclaimed Racism a Public Health Crisis 
in March 2021. In December 2021, the BoCC passed Resolution No. 16097 establishing 
the Council on Racial Equity and Inclusion (Council).  

The purpose of the Council is to advise and 
engage the BoCC, Board of Health, and 
elected and appointed officials on matters of 
racial equity and inclusion within county 
services and the policies, processes, and 
practices used to accomplish the mission of 
Thurston County government. 

The Council’s responsibilities include, and 
are not limited to: 

 Recommendations for strategies to 
increase access for Black, 
Indigenous and People of Color 
(BIPOC) residents and to reduce 
barriers to Thurston County provided 
services and resources.  

 Identifying opportunities to increase 
the participation of underrepresented 
BIPOC community members in the 
development and implementation of 
Thurston County government 
ordinances, regulations, policies, and 
programs. 

 Providing input to the BoCC, Board 
of Health, elected and appointed 
officials, and Thurston County employees and volunteers to develop and 
implement a Racial Equity Action Plan, including future updates and 
modifications, and other efforts aimed at creating a more equitable community. 

 

“Thurston County 
commits to pursuing 
systemic change by 
promoting equity, 

inclusion, and 
diversity in all 

aspects of county 
government.” 

Adopted December 2023 
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• Providing input to the BoCC, Board of  Health, and elected and appointed officials 
to conduct a regular reoccurring community assessment to understand the 
current state of  diversity, equity, and inclusion as experienced by Thurston 
County residents. 

• Serving as a facilitating form to hear f rom community partners about the needs 
and priorities of  local BIPOC communities to support meaningful use and action 
by Thurston County. 

In December 2023, the BoCC unanimously approved to adopt Thurston County’s f irst 
Racial Equity Action Plan to guide the ef forts in identifying and mitigating inequities and 
disparities within the community.  

Developing MRW materials in multiple languages supports the Racial Equity Plan and 
the Council’s responsibilities. Currently, Thurston County provides access to a variety of  
online and printed resources to learn topics as they relate to MRW handling and disposal 
for both households and SQGs. Some resources are available in multiple languages, 
although currently not all resources are translated. Materials printed by Thurston County 
should also include contact information for accessing the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) relay service. 

Recommended Strategy  
• Program 4- Ensure that MRW messaging is all-inclusive and supports the Racial 

Equity Action Plan.  

What options exist for strategic partnerships and collaboration? 

Thurston County is an active member of  the Washington State Association of  Counties 
and af f iliate groups including the Washington State Association of  Local Public Health 
Of f icials and the Washington State Association of County Solid Waste Managers. These 
af f iliations allow participation in the legislative process through evaluation and input as to 
how proposed legislation may impact the community and operations.  

County staf f  could also consider collaboration with other local jurisdictions by 
participating in Ecology MRW coordinator meetings and/or MRW safety and technical 
trainings and meetings of fered by the Northwest Chapter of  the North American 
Hazardous Materials Management Association (NAHMMA).  

In addition, Thurston County and Ecology participate in the Pollution Prevention 
Partnership to provide technical assistance to SQGs. 

Recommended Strategies  
• Program 5 - Continue membership in the Washington State Association of  

Counties af f iliate groups to allow for evaluation and input into future legislative 
initiatives and consider opportunities for MRW-related training for County staf f . 

• Enforcement 1 - Continue cooperative MRW enforcement activities through 
PHSS and Ecology to ensure residents and businesses comply with pollution 
prevention and proper MRW handling requirements. 
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What additional funding will be necessary to ensure the MRW 
management system remains healthy and vibrant? 

Funding for the MRW management system 
relies on tipping fees assessed on solid 
waste, MRW permit fees, LSWFA grant 
funding, and HazoHouse fees assessed on 
SQGs. Thurston County is currently 
undertaking a rate study to determine 
funding needs for the solid waste and MRW 
management system over the next decade. 
As part of  that rate study, Thurston County 
will review fees assessed on SQGs and 
adopt a revised fee schedule, as necessary. 

As new programs or facilities are implemented, additional funding may be necessary to 
ensure that the MRW management system remains healthy and vibrant with adequate 
staf f ing provided for program implementation. There should be an annual review of  fees 
assessed and programs and facilities needs to ensure adequate funding is provided.  

Currently, the Thurston County SWMP and HWMP are separately adopted documents. 
There is only one other county in the state that is adopting these plans as separate 
documents. The County should consider adopting the HWMP as part of  the SWMP 
update process in the future. 

Recommended Strategies  
• Financing 1 - Provide adequate funding to ensure the MRW management 

system remains healthy and vibrant and review funding needs on a yearly basis. 

• Administration 1 - Provide adequate staf f ing to ensure that HazoHouse 
operations (and future facility operations), MRW permitting, MRW oversight, 
Pollution Prevention Assistance, investigations, and property abatement are 
maintained. 

• Administration 2 - Consider adopting the HWMP as part of  the SWMP update 
process.  

6.2 Recommended Strategies, Implementation Schedule, and 
Budget 
The following recommendations are made to continue to manage MRW generated in 
Thurston County. Table 6-1 provides the approximate budget for HWMP 
recommendations that incur additional costs above and beyond current status quo costs 
and programs, proposed implementation schedule, and primary responsibility. 

Figure 6-3. County Solid Waste Scalehouse 
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Table 6-1. Summary of Recommendations, Implementation Schedule, Responsibility, and Budget 

Strategy Recommendation Implementation 
Responsibility 

Projected 
Implementation 

Costs 

Implementation 
Schedule 

Facilities and Programs 

Data Collection 1 

Continue data collection of 
participation at HazoHouse 
and future facilities and 
programs to engage the 
community and meet the 
needs for MRW participation 
and programs. 

County  $5,000 Ongoing 

Facility 1 Continue operations of 
HazoHouse facility. County $0 Ongoing 

Facility 2 

Review and complete capital 
improvements to HazoHouse 
facility as outlined in the 
County Capital Improvement 
Program. 

County TBD as 
Implemented Ongoing 

Facility 3 

Consider construction of an 
MRW facility to meet the 
needs of residents and 
businesses in the southern 
portion of Thurston County. 

County TBD as 
Implemented 2025−2030 

Facility 4 

Consider options for 
providing HHW collection 
methods to serve remote 
areas in the County and 
implement as appropriate. 

County TBD as 
Implemented 2025-2030 

Program 1 

Consider implementation of 
program alternatives that 
promote product reuse at 
HazoHouse facility. 

County $15,000 Ongoing 

Program 2 

Advocate for policy actions 
and education and outreach 
programs that promote safer 
alternatives, prevent 
exposure to hazardous 
materials, and support EPR 
and product stewardship for 
hazardous products. 

County and Cities $50,000 Ongoing 

Program 3 

Implement strategic 
education and outreach 
programs for households and 
SQGs that promote choosing 
safer alternatives, safe use 
and storage, and safe 
disposal. 

County and Cities $25,000 Ongoing 

Program 4 
Ensure that MRW messaging 
is all-inclusive and supports 
the Racial Equity Action Plan. 

County $25,000 Ongoing 
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Strategy Recommendation Implementation 
Responsibility 

Projected 
Implementation 

Costs 

Implementation 
Schedule 

Program 5 

Continue membership in the 
Washington State 
Association of Counties 
affiliate groups to allow for 
evaluation and input into 
future legislative initiatives 
and consider opportunities for 
MRW-related training for 
County staff. 

County $10,000 Ongoing 

Administration, Financing and Enforcement 

Administration 1 

Provide adequate staffing to 
ensure that HazoHouse 
operations, MRW permitting, 
MRW oversight, Pollution 
Prevention Assistance, 
investigations, and property 
abatement are maintained.  

County  $50,0001 Ongoing 

Administration 2 
Consider adopting the 
HWMP as part of the SWMP 
update process. 

County and Cities $0 2025−2026 

Financing 1 

Provide adequate funding to 
ensure the MRW 
management system remains 
healthy and vibrant and 
review funding needs on a 
yearly basis. 

County $0 Ongoing 

Enforcement 1 

Continue cooperative MRW 
enforcement activities 
through PHSS and Ecology 
to ensure residents and 
businesses comply with 
pollution prevention and 
proper MRW handling 
requirements.  

County and 
Ecology $0 Ongoing 

Total $180,000 - 
1Ongoing yearly cost for employment of an educator position. 

6.3 State Environmental Policy Act 
Ecology requires that the potential impacts of  this HWMP be evaluated according to the 
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process. A SEPA checklist has been prepared to 
fulf ill that requirement and is included as Appendix E. The SEPA checklist is a “non-
project proposal” intended to address new programs recommended by the HWMP. As a 
non-project proposal SEPA checklist, it is unable to fully address the potential impacts of  
facilities proposed in this HWMP. Any new facility will need to undergo its own SEPA 
review process.  

Thurston County issued a determination of  non-signif icance that the recommendations in 
the HWMP will not have a probable signif icant adverse impact on the environment. A 
copy of  this determination is included as Appendix E. 
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6.4 Twenty-Year Implementation Program 
Hazardous waste management in Thurston County will continue to evolve based on 
changes in products manufactured and used; demographics; the local, state, and 
national economies; regulations; and advancements in product safety and extended 
producer responsibility programs implemented. Fortunately, Thurston County’s current 
hazardous waste management system is functioning ef fectively.  

The current process of funding hazardous waste programs through tipping fees, grants, 
and other facility permit fees provides adequate funding. If , in the future, it becomes 
advisable to seek additional sources of funding potential, funding options will need to be 
determined.  

6.5 Draft Review 
Thurston County provided the draf t 2025 through 2030 HWMP for review to 
stakeholders. Comments were received f rom Ecology and stakeholders. Comments 
received and responses to those comments are included as Appendix G. 

6.6 Procedures for Amending the HWMP 
The Hazardous Waste Management Act (RCW 70A.300) requires local governments to 
maintain their HWMPs in current condition. HWMPs must be reviewed and revised, if  
necessary, at least every 5 years. This HWMP should be reviewed in 2030 or as part of  
the next Thurston County SWMP review. Before that time, the HWMP can be kept in 
current condition through amendments. An “amendment” is def ined as a process that is 
simpler than a revision. If  there is a signif icant change in the hazardous waste system, 
however, a revision may be necessary before the 5-year period is done. 

Changes in the HWMP may be initiated by Thurston County, working with the SWAC to 
develop and review proposed changes, or by outside parties. For the latter, individuals or 
organizations wishing to propose HWMP amendments before the scheduled review must 
petition the PHSS Environmental Health Director in writing. The petition should describe 
the proposed amendment and its specif ic objectives and should explain why immediate 
action is needed prior to the next scheduled review. The Environmental Health Director 
will investigate the basis for the petition and prepare a recommendation. 

If  the Environmental Health Director determines that the petition warrants further 
consideration, the petition will be referred to the SWAC for review and recommendation. 
The Environmental Health Director will draf t the proposed amendment together with the 
SWAC. Whether the proposed amendment has been initiated by Thurston County or an 
outside party, the proposed amendment must be submitted to the legislative bodies of all 
participating jurisdictions and Ecology for review and comment. Adoption of the proposed 
amendment will require the concurrence of  all af fected jurisdictions. 

The Environmental Health Director may develop reasonable rules for submitting and 
processing proposed HWMP amendments and may establish reasonable fees to 
investigate and process petitions. Administrative rulings of  the Environmental Health 
Director may be appealed to the Board of  Health. 
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Minor changes may occur in the hazardous waste management system, whether due to 
internal decisions or external factors. These can be adopted without going through a 
formal amendment process. If  there is uncertainty about whether or not a change is 
“minor,” it should be discussed by the SWAC, and a decision should be made based on 
the consensus of  that committee. 

Implicit in the development and adoption of  this HWMP is the understanding that in the 
future Thurston County may need to take emergency action for various reasons and that 
these actions can be undertaken without the need to amend this HWMP beforehand. In 
that case, the Environmental Health Director will endeavor to inform the SWAC and other 
key stakeholders as soon as feasibly possible but not necessarily before new actions are 
implemented. If  the emergency results in permanent and signif icant changes to the 
hazardous waste system, an amendment to this HWMP will be prepared in a timely 
fashion. If , however, the emergency actions are undertaken only on a temporary or short-
term basis, an amendment may not be necessary. Questions about what actions may be 
considered “temporary” or “signif icant” should be brought to the SWAC for their advice. 

Similar to the allowance for emergency action discussed above, Thurston County will 
need to make operational decisions and expenditures to comply with future regulatory 
changes and update permit requirements as applicable. HWMP update and coordination 
with the SWAC will not be required or initiated for these future actions, because they are 
considered operational activities. 
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Rec # Recommendation Status 
HHWC-1 HazoHouse 

Continue operating the existing hazardous waste 
collection facility (HazoHouse) for residents. 

In progress 

HHWC-2 WasteMobile 
Continue operating at least two mobile collection 
events (WasteMobile) for residents per year, located 
conveniently for residents who have less access to 
HazoHouse. 

Cancelled 
 
 

HHWC-3 Medicine Return Program 
Continue facilitating collection of medicines, 
including controlled substances, from residents in 
partnership with law enforcement. Work to expand 
number of collection sites. 

In progress 

HHWC-4 Swap Shop 
Resume operating a household hazardous product 
materials exchange (Swap Shop) at the HazoHouse. 

In progress 

HHWC-5 Syringe Collection and Disposal Program 
Operate a collection and disposal program for 
syringes using sharps collection boxes in key 
locations, in partnership with local jurisdictions. 
Over time and as funding allows, work to expand 
number of collection sites as needed. 

Not started 

HHWC-6 Reassessment of Resident Collection Needs 
Assess equity in and barriers to resident participation 
in waste collection services; develop prioritized list of 
recommendations to increase equity and reduce 
barriers. 

In progress 

 
 
HHWC-7 

Program Revisions to Address Resident Needs 
Implement high-priority recommendations identified 
to increase equity in and reduce barriers to resident 
participation in the waste collection services. 

In progress 

HPE-1 Toxics Reduction Education and Outreach 
Continue delivery of household hazardous materials 
education programs designed to increase awareness 
and to reduce use, misuse, improper storage and 
disposal, and risks to human health and the 
environment related to hazardous products. Specific 
topics, audiences, and education methods will 
change over time. 

In progress 

HPE-2 Thurston County Environmental Health 
Information Hotline 
Continue to operate a hotline for residents to provide 
information about environmental health, including 
hazardous materials prevention, use, storage, 
disposal, and clean-up. 

In progress 

HPE-3 Reassessment of Resident Education Needs In progress 



Assess equity, resident needs, and effective outreach 
methods related to hazardous waste education; 
develop prioritized list of recommendations 
to increase equity and improve programs aimed at 
changing resident knowledge, attitudes, and  
behaviors about hazardous waste. 

HPE-4 Program Revisions to Address Resident Needs 
Implement high-priority recommendations identified 
to increase equity in education delivery and improve 
the design and implementation of hazardous waste 
education services. 

Not started 

SBTA-1 Business Pollution Prevention Program 
Continue delivery of technical assistance services, 
such as campaigns for single-industry groups or 
geographic areas, that result in measurable 
changes in waste management, compliance, and 
BMP implementation. 

In progress 

SBTA-2 Inventory and Inspection of Businesses in 
Wellhead Protection Areas  
Continue to help public water systems meet their 
requirements to inventory and inspect potential 
wellhead contaminant sources. 

In Progress 

SBTA-3 Business Hazardous Waste Information Line 
Continue to operate an information hotline for 
businesses to provide information on toxics 
reduction, hazardous waste management, 
compliance, and best management practices. 

Cancelled 

SBTA-4 Integrated Pest Management and Pesticide 
Reduction Projects 
Continue to promote integrated pest management 
(IPM) techniques to reduce the need for toxic 
chemicals in pest and vegetation management 
by county agencies, businesses, and the general 
public. 

In progress 

SBTA-5 Assessment of Methods to Identify New 
Businesses 
Assess methods for identifying businesses that 
generate hazardous waste newly open or change 
ownership; develop prioritized list of 
recommendations to identify new businesses and 
changes in ownership. 

Not started 

SBCA-1 Small Quantity Generator Businesses Waste 
Collection 
Continue accepting business hazardous waste from 
small quantity generators for a fee at the existing 
hazardous waste collection facility (HazoHouse); as 

In progress 



feasible, continue collecting waste at satellite 
locations. 

SBCA-2 Reassessment of Small Business Collection 
Needs 
Assess equity in and barriers to SQG business 
participation in waste collection services; develop 
prioritized list of recommendations to increase equity 
and ensure SQG businesses properly dispose of 
waste. 

Not started 

SBCA-3 Program Revisions to Address Small Business 
Collection Needs 
Implement high-priority recommendations identified 
to increase equity and ensure SQG businesses 
properly dispose of waste. 

Not started 

E-1 Inspections, Permitting, Complaint Response, and 
Enforcement 
Continue to issue moderate risk waste (MRW) facility 
permits (HazoHouse) and conduct associated 
inspections. 
Continue to conduct enforcement activities and 
inspections under the authority of the Nonpoint 
Source Pollution Ordinance (Article VI) and 
Solid Waste Handling Ordinance (Article V). 
Continue to respond to hazardous- and solid-waste-
related complaints. 

In progress 

E-2 Regulatory Coordination 
Continue to coordinate with the Department of 
Ecology, other agencies, and other County 
departments involved in hazardous materials 
regulations, building permits, wellhead protection, 
and other activities that relate to prevention and 
proper use, storage, and disposal of hazardous 
materials. 

In progress 

E-3 
 

Site Hazard Assessment 
Continue to conduct site hazard assessments, 
oversee small spill cleanups conducted by 
responsible parties, and refer large spills and sites 
requiring remediation to the Washington State 
Department of Ecology. 

In progress 

UOCRO-
1 

Used Oil Collection Sites 
Continue to operate the public used-oil collection 
site network and promote the private network of local 
retail businesses. 

In progress 

UOCRO-
2 

Oil Filter and Antifreeze Collection 
Continue to collect oil filters and antifreeze through 
public collection systems (HazoHouse, 
WasteMobile) and to facilitate collection at private 

In progress (HazoHouse) 



retail sites. 
LPAE-1 Thurston County Government Operations 

Continue activities to reduce County government use 
of hazardous products and to ensure safe use, 
storage, and disposal. 

In progress 

LPAE- 2. Product Stewardship Support 
Continue involvement in the Northwest Product 
Stewardship Council (NWPSC) to further policies and 
programs that reduce the toxicity of products in the 
marketplace and the impacts of wastes on the 
County. 

In progress   

LPAE-3 Required Reporting 
Continue to complete reports to meet requirements 
of the Department of Ecology, Department of Health, 
and other agencies that fund, regulate, or oversee the 
County’s hazardous waste activities. 

In progress 

LPAE-4 In-Depth Program Evaluation 
Continue to develop and conduct evaluation 
activities that supplement reporting requirements by 
assessing outcomes and implementation 
effectiveness in more depth; develop and implement 
recommendations to improve outcomes and 
program effectiveness. 

In progress 

LPAE-5 Assessment of Alternative Funding Sources 
Assess potential funding sources for hazardous 
waste activities in general and for specific programs 
(such as the HazoHouse or wellhead assessments); 
develop prioritized list of recommendations. 

Not started 

LPAE-6 Hazardous Waste Management Plan Updates 
Update and revise the County’s Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 

In progress 
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Thurston County Solid Waste Advisory Committee By–laws 

1. Statement of Purpose 
 

The Thurston County Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) is appointed by the Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) in accordance with Chapter 70.95.165 RCW. The statute requires the SWAC 
to assist the BoCC in the development of solid waste handling and disposal, and review and 
comment on proposed rules, policies or ordinances prior to their adoption. The scope and charge of 
the Thurston County SWAC shall be: 
a. To advise, actively assist and participate in the update or revision of the County Solid Waste 

Management Plan; 
b. To assist Thurston County in the development of programs and policies concerning solid waste 

handling and disposal; and 
c. To review and comment on proposed solid waste management rules, policies and/or ordinances 

prior to their adoption. 
 

2. Composition 
 

A. Members – The Thurston County SWAC shall consists of a membership as detailed in Thurston 
County Code Section 8.22.010.   

B. Appointment – Members shall be appointed by the BoCC.  
C. Terms – Members shall serve a term of three years commencing from their appointment date.  

Members may be reappointed to serve consecutive terms. A vacancy, if filled, shall be for the 
remainder of the term of the vacant position in the manner described for an initial appointment. 
Reappointment shall be subject to confirmation by the Board of County Commissioners. 

D. Officers – The officers of the Committee shall include a Chair and Vice-Chair who shall be elected 
by the voting membership of the committee. Elections shall be held at the first or second 
regularly scheduled meeting after January 1st of each year following a discussion of the annual 
workplan and appointment of local elected officials to the committee by the BoCC. The term of 
office for the Chair and Vice-Chair shall be one year. Chair and Vice-Chair may serve more than 
one term, but no more than two years consecutively in each position. The Chair shall preside 
over all meetings. The Vice-Chair assumes the responsibilities of the Chair in their absence or 
disability. In the event the Chair and Vice-Chair are absent, the meeting shall either be presided 
over by an acting Chair elected by the members present or be postponed. In the event of a 
vacancy in the office of Chair, the Vice-Chair automatically succeeds to the position of Chair. A 
vacancy occurring in the office of Vice-Chair for any reason, including succession is filled by 
election of the voting Committee membership for replacement to serve the unexpired portion of 
the term. 



 
Thurston County SWAC By-laws                                                  03-02-2022 
 
 

E. Secretary – Thurston County Public Works staff shall provide the Committee with administrative 
support including secretarial duties and informational resources. 

F. Attendance – A Committee member who accrues three consecutive, unexcused absences from 
regular meetings may be removed from the Committee by the BoCC with the concurrence of a 
two-thirds majority of the SWAC. 

G. Rules of Order – The SWAC will conduct business by consensus whenever possible.  Robert’s 
Rules of Order may be used for formal motions and should be used when a consensus is not 
achievable.  Proxy votes are not permitted. 

H. Conflicts of Interest – SWAC members shall declare a conflict of interest and abstain from any 
decisions that may directly or indirectly benefit themselves. However, this does not prohibit a 
SWAC member from using their general expertise to educate the SWAC or provide general 
information to the SWAC on a decision item. 

I. Public Representation – Only the SWAC Chairperson or their designee may make statements or 
commitments, written or verbal, on behalf of the SWAC. Statements and commitments made on 
behalf of the SWAC will reflect policies and positions agreed upon in advance by the SWAC and 
BoCC. 

J. Subcommittees - Subcommittees may be formed as needed for the purpose of exploring issues 
before the SWAC in more detail than regular SWAC meetings may allow. Standing or ad hoc 
subcommittees may be formed if a majority of SWAC members elect to do so. Subcommittee 
members shall be appointed by the SWAC Chair from among those volunteering. Subcommittees 
shall report to the full SWAC at the regular SWAC meeting following each subcommittee 
meeting. 

K. Compensation - Members of the SWAC shall serve without compensation. 
 

3. Meetings 
 

A. Regular Meetings – Meetings of the SWAC shall be called when necessary by the Chair. It is 
anticipated that meetings will be held monthly during active review of Solid Waste Management 
Plan Updates and at a minimum not less than quarterly during off-planning years. At least ten 
days prior notice shall be given. 

B. Minutes/Agendas – Minutes of all meetings shall be kept by Public Works staff and distributed 
to the members within three weeks after the meeting. Agendas shall be prepared by staff with 
input and verbal approval by the Chair and distributed to the members at least seven days in 
advance of any regularly scheduled meeting. 

C. Public Access – All regular meetings of the Committee shall be held in a place that is open and 
easily accessible to the public. Provisions shall be made for public comment at each meeting.  
Approved meeting minutes shall be available to the public upon request. The committee is 
subject to, and will conform to, the provisions of RCW 42.30, Open Public Meetings Act. 
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D. Quorum – A quorum is required to be present before an official, regular meeting of the 
Committee can take place. A simple majority of the seated voting members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum. 

E. Conduct of Meetings – 
1. Call to Order. 
2. Roll call and determination of quorum. 
3. Introductions  
4. Approval of Agenda/Minutes. 
5. Public comment period. 
6. Old Business. 
7. New business. 
8. Solid Waste Manager Update. 
9. Roundtable discussion. 
10. Announcements: 

a. Agenda for next meeting. 
b. Time, place of next meeting. 
c. Other announcements. 

 
4. Recommendations 

 
The SWAC shall advise and make recommendations to the BoCC on matters within their scope and 
charge as provided for in SWAC By-laws. Written reports, recommendations and correspondence 
submitted to the BoCC shall be forwarded on behalf of a majority of the members over the 
signature of the Chair. Minority reports, if any, shall be attached to, and forwarded with such 
reports, recommendations or correspondence without comment by the Chair. 

 
5. Waiver of the Rules 

 
Any of the above rules or procedures may be waived by a majority vote provided further that the 
reason therefore be included in each motion for waiver. 

 
6. Amendments 

 
Any of these By-laws may be amended or repealed, and new By-laws may be adopted, by two-thirds 
majority vote of the quorum and approval by the BoCC. Prior notice of fifteen days shall be given to 
the SWAC in writing before undertaking amendatory action. 
 

7. Severance Clause 
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Should any portion of these By-laws be declared unconstitutional or otherwise contrary to law, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion of these By-laws. 
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THURSTON COUNTY 

 SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2024 

 Virtual Zoom and In-Person Meeting 

  

 

ROLL CALL: 

                                                                                                                                      

Alternate (A) 
Excused (E) 
Not Present (NP) 
Present (P) 

Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization   

David Nightingale - Chair Business Representative P 

Greg Schoenbachler – Vice Chair Agricultural Interest P 

Gary Edwards (Emily Clouse) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office E 

Amy Evans Harding  Port of Olympia P 

Lisa Parshley City of Olympia NP 

Nicolas Dunning City of Lacey P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 

Trevor Palmer City of Yelm NP 

Elaine Klamn City of Tenino P 

Kiersten Presley  Town of Bucoda  NP 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair District #3, Resident Representative E 

Chad Sutter Industry — Recycling NP 

Arin Robertson Industry — Refuse P 

Christina Kullberg 
Washington State Department of Ecology 

(non-voting) 
P 

Vacant  City of Rainier NP 

Vacant Resident Representative NP 

 

STAFF PRESENT: Jeff Bickford, Amanda Romero, Laura Glover, Hope Springer, Toni Basinger, April Roe, Marinka Major, 

Matt Samuelson – Public Works; Jennifer Johnson, Kiley Graber, Jessica Goulet – Public Health and Social Services; 

Amelia Schwartz – Community Planning and Economic Development; Rebecca Harvey – Commissioners. 

  

GUESTS PRESENT: Gary Franks, Ron Jones – City of Olympia; Jody Snyder – Waste Connections; Steven Gilmore – 

Republic Services; Emily Rhoades – HDR Inc; Kenton Martin, Colin Nackerman – EDF Renewables; Wendy Mifflin – 

Herrera Inc; Lisa Harrison – Thurston County resident. 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The October 2, 2024, Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by David 

Nightingale. 

  

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
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It was determined that a quorum was present. 

  

3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES 

 

The minutes of September 4, 2024, were approved after a motion was made by Elaine Klamn and seconded by Amy 

Evans Harding. The SWAC approved by unanimous consent. 

  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

An email dated September 3, 2024, was received from "Reporter Steven”. 

LeMay requested and received approval to increase their rates from Washington Utilities and Transportation 

Commission (UTC). The UTC oversees curbside collection rate increases. The inquiry from Steven first went to the 

UTC, who responded that the request for discounts must be requested from Thurston County. RCW 81.77.195 was 

referenced. Senior and low-income discounts were not incorporated into Thurston County’s Solid Waste 

Management Plan; however, the plan will be revised in the future and the process of requesting UTC consideration 

of discounts may be considered at that time. 

David Nightingale asked if there has previously been a discount available for senior or low-income in [Thurston] 

County. Jeff Bickford responded no, not to [their] understanding. Jeff intends to communicate the reviewed 

information with Steven. In the chat, Gary Franks added that City of Olympia currently has discount options for their 

curbside customers. 

 

6. OLD BUSINESS 

 No old business. 

  

7. NEW BUSINESS 

  

A. Thurston County Comprehensive Plan 2045 - Climate Element Update  

Amelia Schwartz provided a presentation on the Climate Element of Thurston County’s Comprehensive Plan. The 

presentation included a brief overview defining the comprehensive plan, project timeline, resilience policies, 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions policies, goals, and next steps for this project. 

David Nightingale asked for clarification on the difference between the electricity and gas usage (referencing the 

GHG emissions in Thurston County pie chart). Rebecca Harvey, who is working with Amelia on this project, 

responded that emissions from electricity in the chart is countywide. Countywide includes residential, 

commercial, and industrial users throughout Thurston County. The data comes from Puget Sound Energy (PSE). 

Electricity emissions consider what fuel sources go into PSE’s grid and the natural gas emissions are separate. 

Lisa Harrison commented about the tree loss percentage and asked what the plans were going forward. Amelia 

responded there are goals and policies coming for tree loss mitigation. Thurston County is in the midst of a tree 

canopy study, which will provide more tools to move forward. Amelia shared anyone can sign up for email 

notifications for the tree canopy study through the dedicated webpage. 

Joan Cathey asked for the definition of environmental justice for this comprehensive plan. Amelia responded 

[Thurston County’s] goals and policies are to not hurt marginalized groups. Amelia added environmental justice 
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is creating thoughtful policies and working with and for aspects of the community that are often ignored, passed 

over, or overburdened by policies. Amelia encourages everyone to go through the draft plan, and if there are 

any questions or concerns to email or call. 

  

B. Thurston Climate Mitigation Collaborative - Solar Installation Update 

Rebecca Harvey presented an overview of the project planning for the Solar Land Lease Proposal for Thurston 

County’s Waste and Recovery Center (WARC) Closed Landfill; the presentation was first shared at the February 

2024 SWAC meeting. Rebecca introduced partners Colin Knackerman and Kenton Martin from EDF Renewables, 

who were present and available for questions. Rebecca shared the current project status, sharing that the 

ongoing interconnection studies, electrical grid updates and the negotiations PPA contract with PSE were in 

progress.  

David Nightingale asked if there were negotiations involving revenue to the County for the installation. Rebecca 

Harvey responded the fair market value assessment determines what the revenue would be and put it in the 

draft lease. It could be negotiated; however, the fair market value assessment would be a starting point.  

Matt Samuelson asked if there was an estimated date for construction. Rebecca responded that the step being 

worked on right now is permitting, however it’s estimated to start in 2025. Rebecca called on Colin and Kenton 

to provide additional information. Kenton Martin added Puget Sound’s board has approved of these projects in 

development. In terms of schedule, if the permitting is achieved in a good time frame, potentially January 2026 

construction would begin. Matt Samuelson followed with concern regarding multiple projects ongoing together; 

Matt noted this is a good time for additional conversations. Kenton agreed. 

David Nightingale asked Ken if an existing tariff is in place or negotiating a separate agreement with PSE. Kenton 

Martin responded that EDF is not involved in that aspect of the project. 

  

C. Public Health and Social Services – Hazardous Waste Management Plan Update Part I 

Emily Rhoades presented the first three chapters of the 227-page document outlining the Hazardous Waste 

 Management Plan. The plan's creation is in partnership between Thurston County Public Health and Social 

 Services’ Environmental Health division, HDR Inc. and Herrera Inc. The plan is currently in the draft stage. 

David Nightingale asked if the mission statement for the plan was revised since this last plan. Emily Rhoades 

 responded it has been revised. David asked what was changed. Wendy Mifflin, a representative of Herrera, 

 responded the goals and mission statement were completely revised from the 2014 plan.  

Joan Cathey asked if there was a program in effect where residents could call or request an appointment for 

information on the cleaning products they had at home. Jennifer Johnson from Public Health and Social Services 

responded with the Healthy Homes Program is still being offered. Because of COVID, staff are no longer 

conducting site visits; however, Public Health is currently looking at ways to streamline the previous process of 

site visits over the phone. Joan Cathey asked if there were brochures covering information on toxic and/or 

hazardous household products. Jennifer Johnson responded with an enthusiastic yes; more materials can be 

found on Public Health’s website. 

David Nightingale asked what is being done currently for educating businesses and reducing the inappropriate 

disposal of hazardous waste. Jennifer Johnson responded there is a robust program for businesses through the 

Environmental Health division of Public Health with focus on business pollution prevention. Emily added this is 

part of the next chapters that will be presented at the November SWAC meeting. 
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8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

Jeff Bickford gave a brief overview of what will be coming to the next SWAC meeting. There will be a capital projects 

update next month. Thurston County Public Works is working with Thurston County’s Emergency Management 

department on an updated Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.  

David Nightingale asked about a project staff is working on regarding reuse at HazoHouse located at the WARC, 

stating that updates could be shared at a future SWAC meeting on the process. Jeff responded that in next month’s 

meeting, the chapters of the Hazardous Waste Management Plan would go over some of this information. 

Joan Cathey asked if the reason there is only one HazoHouse currently is because of staff or location; Joan is also 

wondering what the response is to questions of that nature. Jeff Bickford responded that there are potential 

opportunities for an additional hazardous waste facility in the future, specifically in a South County transfer station. 

There are opportunities outside of Thurston County’s HazoHouse for paint, such as smaller retail companies who 

utilize PaintCare’s recycling program for paint. There is also a potential, in the interim, for one-day satellite 

collection events for hazardous materials, especially for South County residents.  

Steven Gilmore commented Republic Services is putting on four events in Clallam County while the county’s transfer 

station will remain open during the events put on by Republic Services. Steven also stated Jefferson County moved 

away from a staffed facility to doing only mobile events. PaintCare provides help with costs for latex and oil-based 

paints that are recycled at such events. David Nightingale added, at the next legislative session there will be product 

stewardship programs for all household hazardous waste. 

Jennifer Johnson added that Public Health previously utilized waste mobiles in South County a few times a year and 

the events were very well attended by the community. As an educator as well, Jennifer noted it is also a great 

opportunity to provide education to folks about how to reduce the amount of waste they are producing. South 

County is also an agriculture area, so a lot of products brought in happened to be banned pesticides.   

David Nightingale commented again on business waste; Yakima had one of the better programs in the state, stating 

Wendy Mifflin may have information about that. Wendy Mifflin responded it is a great conversation because the 

next three chapters of the Hazardous Waste Management Plan go over actual operations and planning for education 

and outreach. Yakima County had a huge program for business hazardous waste collection; at one point, it was the 

largest in the state. 

David Nightingale proposed carpooling for the Pioneer Tour scheduled for October 8th. Laura Glover responded that 

confirmation has been received from several SWAC members that they will be attending, as well as Thurston County 

Public Works and Public Health staff. They had additional discussions revolving around carpooling, logistics of travel 

and arrival time. 

 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No announcements. 

 

The October 2, 2024, SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for November 6, 

2024, at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 
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Video of this meeting is available at  
        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adH-gRmjoGg&list=PLaJjwEHKVN-Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3&index=31  
  

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adH-gRmjoGg&list=PLaJjwEHKVN-Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3&index=31


 

 

THURSTON COUNTY 

  SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

  Meeting Minutes of November 6, 2024 

  Virtual Zoom and In-Person Meeting 

   

  

ROLL CALL: 

                                                                                                                                     

Alternate (A) 
Excused (E) 
Not Present (NP) 
Present (P) 

Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization   

David Nightingale - Chair Business Representative P 

Greg Schoenbachler – Vice Chair Agricultural Interest P 

Gary Edwards (Emily Clouse) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office E 

Amy Evans Harding  Port of Olympia NP 

Lisa Parshley City of Olympia NP 

Nicolas Dunning City of Lacey P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater NP 

Trevor Palmer City of Yelm NP 

Elaine Klamn City of Tenino P 

Kiersten Presley  Town of Bucoda  NP 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair District #3, Resident Representative E 

Lisa Harrison District #1, Resident Representative P 

Chad Sutter Industry — Recycling NP 

Arin Robertson Industry — Refuse P 

Christina Kullberg Washington State Department of Ecology (non-voting) P 

Vacant  City of Rainier   

  

STAFF PRESENT: Amanda Romero, Laura Glover, Hope Springer, Maggie Brown, Toni Basinger, April Roe, Rob 

Pudner, Matt Samuelson – Public Works; Jennifer Johnson, Kiley Graber, Jessica Goulet, Kimberly Graham – Public 

Health and Social Services. 

  

GUESTS PRESENT: Gary Franks – City of Olympia; Emily Rhoades – HDR Inc; Wendy Mifflin – Herrera Inc  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The November 6, 2024, Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by 

David Nightingale. 

  

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Quorum not met. 

  

3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

  

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES 

Due to lack of quorum, agenda and approval of minutes were deferred.  

  



 

 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 

   

6. OLD BUSINESS 

No old business. 

  

7. NEW BUSINESS 

  

A. SWAC 2025 Work Plan 

Laura Glover briefly presented SWAC’s 2025 Work Plan. Voting will occur during December’s SWAC 

meeting. Additional items that need to be added to the work plan should be emailed to Laura. 

  
B. Public Health and Social Services – Hazardous Waste Management Plan (HWMP) Update Part II 

Presenters and SWAC members debated whether to push the presentation to December. It was ultimately 

decided the presentation would continue, and absent SWAC members would need to review the 

recording and material in preparation for December’s SWAC meeting.  

  

Wendy Mifflin from Herrera led the presentation for Chapters 4-6 of Thurston County’s Hazardous Waste 

Management Plan (HWMP). The plan is a collaboration between Thurston County Public Health and Social 

Services’ Environmental Health division, HDR Inc., and Herrera Inc. The plan is currently in the draft stage. 

  

David Nightingale commented during Chapter 4 that the small quantity generators (SQG) are not included 

in the 126 registered generators with the Department of Ecology, because SQG’s are not required to 

register. Wendy agreed that not all dangerous waste generators are listed.  

 

Amanda Romero commented that e-waste is not accepted at HazoHouse (HH). Wendy agreed, noting that 

in the HWMP e-waste is listed under E-Cycle Washington, a program created by Department of Ecology. 

Wendy further explained that e-waste is considered moderate risk waste (MRW), and there are resources 

in the document about where to dispose of items under this category. David commented that Goodwill 

previously had a semi-trailer parked next to the MRW facility (HH) for e-waste collection. David further 

explained it was a convenience that no longer exists, and it would be a good opportunity to discuss the 

possibility further in the plan. Wendy agreed, noting a discussion will be had at the next SWAC meeting.  

 

Arin Robertson commented on the large amount of information present in the HWMP. Wendy agreed, 

commenting on the importance of the HazoHouse and related hazardous waste programs.  

  

David Nightingale commented, during Chapter 5, on the use of “subsidy” in relation to the tip fee. Wendy 

responded the only financial information in the document is related to HazoHouse; however, several of 

the programs are paid for by the tip fee or by grant funding from Department of Ecology. David 

commented that it may be helpful to share the funding information for all the MRW programs, not just 

exclusively HH. Wendy commented it would be a topic to think about, as the funds for each department 

are separate. David further commented that from a financial standpoint it would make sense to 

understand how the funds get parsed out to the various programs, as HH is not the only program funded 

by the tip fees. Wendy agreed to look further into it. Arin Robertson asked David to clarify, the question is 

what percentage of tip fee is going to each program? David responded yes, he is seeking transparency for 

both where the funds are coming from and where the funds are going, in as simple a way as possible.   

  



 

 

In the chat, Jennifer Johnson from Thurston County Public Health and Social Services (PHSS) commented 

during Chapter 6 recommendations of facility and programs. Jennifer noted that data should also be 

collected from people who are not present at HH to better understand the barriers that keep them from 

disposing of household hazardous waste (HHW) at the facility.  

 

Wendy Mifflin called on Laura Glover from Thurston County Public Works (TCPW) Solid Waste (SW) for 

clarification on if Thurston County is looking for contracting and alternatives to reuse products. Laura 

responded that Thurston County is gathering data and documents. Laura noted that there was a small 

collection of data obtained one to two months prior, and Thurston County would be targeting non-profits 

to sign up for a reuse program. Wendy commented that in the past, Swap Shops used to be the method of 

handling materials before going back out to the public for use; however, EPR programs have contributed 

to the change in Swap Shops and program alternatives would be beneficial.  

 

In the chat, Jennifer asked how Advocate for policy actions and education and outreach programs that 

promote safer alternatives, prevent exposure to hazardous materials, and support EPR and product 

stewardship for hazardous products (Program 2) is different than what is happening. Wendy responded it 

is an expansion of the program that is present, and as more EPR programs come out, there will be 

additional costs to Thurston County.  

 

David Nightingale asked if Program 2 is short for lobbying legislation. Wendy responded that Program 2 is 

short for lobbying legislation, and Continue membership in the Washington State Association of 

Counties affiliate groups to allow for evaluation and input into future legislative initiatives (Program 5) is 

where input would happen for future legislative initiatives. Wendy continued, stating Thurston County’s 

SW and PHSS groups have membership through Washington State Association of Counties (WASAC) to 

give feedback on legislative policy, and should continue their membership to provide input for future 

legislative initiatives, concluding this is the reasoning behind Program 5.  

 

David commented on Consider implementation of program alternatives that promote product reuse from 

the HazoHouse (Program 1), and the use of the word “liability” in terms of why reuse programs are not 

happening as often, noting that he hasn’t heard of this before and questioning where the concept of 

liability came from. Wendy responded some of the concept came from her experience in operations of a 

HHW facility in Yakima County. Wendy continued, stating there were several cleanups occurring because 

the HHW facility would provide products to the public who were in turn stockpiling them, resulting in 

clean up actions that were paid for by Yakima County’s Solid Waste division. Wendy noted Department of 

Agriculture penalizing Yakima County for the products going back onto shelves. Wendy looped back to 

include why Laura is working on an alternative program rather than a Swap Shop table. David noted an 

experience traveling through Yakima County recently where the reuse products were being given out, also 

agreeing Department of Agriculture has banned certain products from being put out on shelves. Further 

discussion ensued between David and Wendy on the use of the word liability in the document.  

 

David commented on Consider adopting the HWMP as part of the SWMP update process (Administration 

2), noting that having the HWMP and Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) combined, is not a good 

idea due to the extensive information in both plans currently. Wendy responded with a different 

perspective, that TCPW is already considering combining the plans, noting it is costly and time consuming 

to have the documents separated; however, the integrity of each plan will be kept. Wendy concluded that 

Administration 2 is a consideration, not a requirement, but something for TCPW and PHSS to discuss and 

decide. David agreed, noting that he has seen it done poorly although it’s possible to combine the 

documents well.  



 

 

  

Wendy turned over the presentation to Emily Rhoades of HDR Inc. to discuss the list of Appendices. Emily 

noted the blue items were placeholders, with several different placeholders in the document that will be 

updated as information is received.  

  

Emily asked if instead of presenting the chapters again at the next SWAC meeting, if the absent SWAC 

members could review the recording of this presentation to be prepared for recommendations and 

discussion at the next meeting. Laura Glover from Thurston County Public Works stated that she can send 

the video link to the other SWAC members to catch them up to speed.  

  

8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

David Nightingale noted his trip to Yakima County, and how Yakima has one of the best facilities on the east 

side of the Cascades, if not the best.  

  

Jennifer Johnson from PHSS, in the chat, asked how much input staff has had in the plan. Emily Rhoades 

responded once each chapter was drafted, it was circulated around to the county for staff to provide input at 

that time. Emily continued, that by the time the full draft plan was brought to the SWAC the hope was that all 

staff had the opportunity to review and provide feedback. Jennifer noted she has some confusion and 

concern, providing insight on her question on staff input for the plan. Wendy responded the plan is not meant 

to oversee operations, but rather be open, providing a high-level overview for adoptions by the City and 

County. Wendy added if there are concerns, they should be brought to their own department to discuss, and 

to Emily Rhoades as well. Jennifer thanked Wendy for the clarification. 

  

Jennifer Johnson commented briefly on her concerns that survey data was collected from only HazoHouse 

customers. Wendy responded that HDR did the outreach for the South County transfer station project; the 

outreach included surveying people in Rainier and Rochester, to determine their needs, as well as a county-

wide survey. The survey and data are available online. Jennifer asked if the data will be incorporated into the 

HWMP document. Emily responded the summary of the survey effort from the South County Transfer Station 

survey from 2022 were rolled into the survey results from HH in Chapter 3. Emily noted there was more off-

site surveying completed than on-site at HH; however, on-site participants were much more responsive. 

Jennifer thanked Emily, stating she was not aware the South County Transfer Station data was incorporated 

into the document. David Nightingale asked if the survey results could be recirculated to the SWAC members, 

as there has been some turnover from year to year, calling on Laura or Emily to do this. Emily responded, 

“Absolutely.”  

  

David Nightingale shared a final thought to add to the December agenda for SWAC, requesting an update 

about what Thurston County Public Works is doing in terms of reuse for the HazoHouse. 

 

Amanda Romero shared that Thurston County Public Work’s Education and Outreach team is putting on a Fix-

It Fair on Wednesday, November 20 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Lacey Maker Space on Saint Martin’s 

University campus. There is more information on Thurston County Public Work’s website and Facebook. 

 

  

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

No announcements. 



 

 

The November 6, 2024, SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for 

December 4, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 

   

  

Video of this meeting is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9MvVxrd8X8 
         

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9MvVxrd8X8


 

 

THURSTON COUNTY 

 SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 Meeting Minutes of December 6, 2024 

 Virtual Zoom and In-Person Meeting 

  

ROLL CALL: 

                                                                                                                                     

Alternate (A) 
Excused (E) 
Not Present (NP) 
Present (P) 

Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization   

David Nightingale - Chair Business Representative P 

Greg Schoenbachler – Vice Chair Agricultural Interest E 

Gary Edwards (Emily Clouse) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 

Amy Evans Harding  Port of Olympia P 

Lisa Parshley City of Olympia NP 

Nicolas Dunning City of Lacey P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 

Trevor Palmer City of Yelm NP 

Elaine Klamn City of Tenino P 

Kiersten Presley  Town of Bucoda  NP 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair District #3, Resident Representative P 

Lisa Harrison District #1, Resident Representative E 

Chad Sutter Industry — Recycling NP 

Arin Robertson Industry — Refuse P 

Christina Kullberg Washington State Department of Ecology (non-voting) P 

Vacant  City of Rainier  

 

STAFF PRESENT: Amanda Romero, Laura Glover, Matt Samuelson, Toni Basinger, Rob Pudner, Maggie Brown, 

Marinka Major, April Roe, Jeff Bickford – Public Works; Kimberly Graham, Kiley Graber, Jennifer Johnson, Jessica 

Goulet – Public Health and Social Services. 

  

GUESTS PRESENT: Steven Gilmore – Republic Services; Emily Rhoades – HDR Inc; Wendy Mifflin – Herrera Inc; 

Dale Clark – Turner and Townsend 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The December 6, 2024, Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 

by David Nightingale. 

 

2. ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

A quorum was met when Gary Edwards became present by phone and later in-person during Matt 

Samuelson’s presentation. 



 

 

 

3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA & MINUTES 

The minutes of October 2, 2024, and November 6, 2024, were approved after a motion was made by Gary 

Edwards and seconded by Amy Evans Harding, and third by Elaine Klamn. The SWAC approved by 

unanimous consent. 

  

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 

  

6. OLD BUSINESS 

No old business. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Public Works – Solid Waste Capital Projects Quarterly Update 

Matt Samuelson shared his presentation on Solid Waste Capital Projects Quarterly Update. The 

presentation included updates on the estimated timeline and cost for several projects happening 

presently and in the future for the Waste and Recovery Center (WARC) Closed Landfill.  

 

David Nightingale commented on the slide titled “Security, Technology & Site Improvements.”  

 

Jeff Bickford noted that the “Transfer Station Facility – Second Location” is currently in the preliminary 

phase regarding timing and cost, as the reconfiguration of the WARC is a priority at this time.  

 

During the “WARC Site Reconfiguration” slide, David and Matt discussed using a Design-Build (DB) 

approach versus a Design-Bid-Build format. 

 

David commented on “WARC Site Reconfiguration Basis of Design”. Laura Glover clarified that 

traditional recycling will be located at the current public tipping wall. Additionally, Jeff mentioned that 

Public Works plans to reintroduce the book recovery bins and restart the electronics recycling program. 

Matt mentioned that Republic Services will be included in the conversation for the design-build process.  

 

B. Public Works – Hazardous Waste Reuse Program 

Laura Glover provided an update on the Hazardous Waste Reuse Program, formerly known as “The 

Swap Shop”. The presentation covered the history of the reuse program, the planning timeline, and the 

data gathered for sample collection and analysis.  

 

David and Gary Edwards commented during the slide titled “HHW Reuse – Sample Collection & 

Analysis.” Laura explained how eligibility was determined and how the sample was modeled after other 

counties’ programs, specifically Kitsap County.  Laura later explained the Education & Outreach 

elements of the program. 

 



 

 

 

C. Public Health and Social Services – Hazardous Waste Management Plan (HWMP) Update Part II 

Emily Rhoades presented the HWMP update. Wendy Mifflin explained that due to the limited time 

available, the goal is to progress with the comments on the HWMP and the corresponding responses, 

followed by a motion to accept the draft for regulatory review. She mentioned that regulatory review 

will return to the SWAC for further comments to be voted on again.  

 

Wendy reviewed the comment from SWAC requesting a complete overview of the program revenues 

and expenses, including education and outreach, as well as the contributions from Public Health and 

Social Services (PHSS). Kimberly explained that due to the system transition to TC Connect in the 

summer of 2024, PHSS is unable to obtain reports that break down the data by the various programs. 

David replied that if the financial information becomes available in the future, it can be incorporated 

prior to the final review. Wendy responded that some information can be added at this time to move 

forward with the regulatory review process.  

 

Wendy supported the suggestion regarding the use of "Public Works Director" in the document and 

replacing it with "Environmental Health Director.” 

 

David commented under the topic of equity about the statements concerning the authority of the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and tribes. Wendy stated that the document must undergo a 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) review, during which the county will reach out to the relevant 

tribes to provide them with an opportunity to comment. She explained further that following these 

reviews and feedback, a draft plan will be created. Kimberly Graham will then present the document to 

the Board of Health for their comments and approval, which is necessary before it can be submitted to 

the cities and the BoCC for final approval.  

 

David made comments on Figure 2-6 , Page 4-1 (Section 4.2.1), Page 4-4, and Page 6-5. Wendy Mifflin, 

Kimberly Graham, and Jennifer Johnson will review comments and recommendations.  

 

Wendy specified that the motion would be to accept the draft of Thurston County’s Hazardous Waste 

Management Plan along with comments and responses, as previously discussed. This would include a 

review of the comments submitted by David, which have not been received yet, and would allow the 

document to advance to regulatory reviews with SEPA and the Department of Ecology. No additional 

comments were provided and Amy Evans Harding made a motion to approve the complete Thurston 

County Hazardous Waste Management Plan document along with the comments and responses 

discussed. The motion was seconded by Gary Edwards, and the SWAC approved it unanimously. 

 

8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

Jeff announced that on November 18th Thurston County had its first Fix-It Fair at Lacey MakerSpace. The 

event attracted over 24 volunteers and 65 attendees, with 66 out of the 88 items brought being successfully 

repaired within a three-hour timeframe. A total of 387 pounds of material was effectively diverted from the 

landfill. Due to the event's success, Thurston County will now host Fix-It Fairs semi-annually, with the next 

one scheduled for Spring 2025.   

 



 

 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Laura announced the first meeting for SWAC of the year is cancelled as it falls on New Years and 

indicated that the next meeting will be held in February 2025. 

 

The December 6, 2024, SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for 

February 5, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 

 

 
Video of this meeting is available at https://youtu.be/NmdYieS_VDk?si=c-31FzZAw_rr28mx 
  

 

https://youtu.be/NmdYieS_VDk?si=c-31FzZAw_rr28mx
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

HDR/Herrera 

Chapter 6 Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – Add a 
new recommendation Facility 4 – Consider options for providing 
HHW collection methods to serve remote areas in the County and 
implement as appropriate  

Concur with comment. Add new Facility 4 recommendation. 

SWAC (November) 
Chapter 6 – Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – 
Superscript 11 – David Nightingale spelled incorrectly Concur with comment. Spelling corrected. 

SWAC (November) 
Table 5-1 Thurston County HazoHouse Financial Information – 
Would like to see full program revenues and expenses including 
education and outreach/PHSS portion 

Requested financial information from PHSS 

SWAC (November) 
Chapter 6 – Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – What 
MRW reduction methods can be considered? – Second paragraph 
– consider a different word for liability as this denotes legal action  

Concur with comment. Delete “liability” and insert “potential legal responsibility.” 

County Solid Waste Staff 
This document often refers to “The Hazohouse” rather than the 
official name “Hazohouse.” 

The correct spelling of the facility is “HazoHouse.”  The use of “The HazoHouse” 
is content sensitive in the HWMP and has been reviewed by a technical editor for 
appropriateness. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

2014 Recommendations: Status of previous recommendations 
(Appendix C Pg 133) 
2014 Plan: https://s3.us-west-
2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-
public/2023-
02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20
Revised.pdf 

1. It is unclear to me if these 2014 recommendations are 
carried forward in this new plan.  

2. Pg 17 “This HWMP supersedes previous HWMPs, 
including the most recent 2014 Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan (2014 HWMP). The status of 2014 
HWMP recommendations can be found in Appendix C.” 

 
 

The recommendations from the 2014 Thurston County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan and their implementation status are included in Appendix C. 
The 2014 recommendations were over 10 years old and a number of them were 
no longer valid due to new regulatory requirements and updates to programs and 
facilities. 
 
All 2014 recommendations are superseded by this HWMP with the proposed new 
recommendations in Table 6-1 Summary of Recommendations, Implementation 
Schedule, Responsibility, and Budget. 
 
No Change to HWMP. 

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Equity:  

a. Have local tribes been invited to participate in the review 
process? 

b. The only type of equity addressed is racial equity (page 
72). 

Section 1.5 addresses tribal sovereign status. Tribes complete Solid Waste and 
Hazardous Waste Management Plans in accordance with EPA requirements. 
The Board of County Commissioners appoint SWAC members and tribes could 
be contacted to determine their interest in participation and potential appointment 
to the SWAC.  
Equity issues both racial and societal are addressed in Chapter 6.0 – Strategy 
Analysis and Implementation Plan as part of inclusive messaging. 
 
No Change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Electronics 

Can the plan include a recommendation to bring back e-waste 
recycling at the WARC? 

a. According to Department of Ecology reports, Thurston 
County saw a significant drop in E-Cycle WA participation 
when the WARC stopped accepting e-waste for 
recycling. 

b. The WARC is intended to be a facility that makes waste 
diversion convenient by providing a variety of services in 
one general location. This convenience is also a matter 
of equity due to the challenges associated with vehicle 
travel to private businesses in order to seek out 
discontinues services. 

Electronic waste management and handling is included in the Thurston County 
Solid Waste Management Plan as this waste stream was previously handled in 
the recycling area at the WARC through an agreement with Goodwill Industries. 
Goodwill Industries chose to discontinue collection at the WARC as part of the on-
site recycling programs. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Batteries to HazoHouse  

We are seeing more products manufactured with embedded 
batteries (electric toothbrush, vape, etc.). Can we make it clear 
that these products are accepted at HazoHouse?  
Can we include a recommendation to accept medical devices with 
embedded batteries (e.g., continuous glucose monitors) at 
HazoHouse as a matter of convenience and equity?  

Products with embedded batteries are not currently accepted at the HazoHouse. 
In 2023, the State passed the Battery Product Stewardship Law that requires 
Ecology to implement a producer participation product stewardship program to 
handle products with portable and medium format batteries. A description of this 
new law is included in Chapter 1 Introduction and Background Section 1.10.2 
Washington State Regulations.  
Consumer products with embedded batteries, when disposed by a homeowner, 
are considered a universal waste and are approved for disposal with solid waste. 
If a consumer product has a non-removable battery and contains other danger 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

waste, such as a nicotine vape device, the product is required to be managed as 
a dangerous waste. 
There is currently no outlet for embedded battery products collected via the 
HazoHouse. These should continue to be handled in the municipal solid waste 
stream as universal waste until Ecology has finalized its battery producer 
program. 
Medical waste and medical devices are included in the Thurston County Solid 
Waste Management Plan. Medical Waste is not part of this HWMP.  
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Metrics at HazoHouse: I did not see a mention of participant 
metrics collected by HazoHouse staff.  
Maybe it’s implied in the following recommendation, but it should 
be made clear.  
“Data Collection 1 – Continue to collect participation data at the 
HazoHouse (and future facilities) and in programs to engage the 
community, increase equitable participation in MRW management 
and disposal, and improve programs.” Page 70.  

 

Collection metrics are completed at the HazoHouse through a number of 
methods. Ecology requires reporting, on an annual basis, of specific materials 
metrics and customers served for both household and SQGs and the County 
reports those as required. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Table 4-1 “The Hazardous Household Substances List developed 
by Ecology is shown in Table 4-1. If generated in a residence, 
these products become HHW when discarded.” 

Should all of these things be accepted at HazoHouse? It seems 
strange to point out that these things are hazardous, yet we don’t 
accept them all. 

Table 4-1 Household Hazardous Waste Substance List was generated by Ecology 
as part of the Hazardous Waste Management Plan Guidelines and is a 
placeholder for programs to utilize as reference to note that when they are 
discarded, they become HHW.  
 
Section 4.2.1 describes this requirement. Not all items should be, or will be, 
accepted through HazoHouse as there are other programs and options available 
for proper management and disposal of HHW substances.  
 
Section 1.1 of the HWMP also addresses this issue in accordance with RCW 
70A.300 and the regulatory requirements. 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

No change to HWMP.  

County Solid Waste Staff 

Pg 69: “TC reported 45,000 customers utilized HazoHouse.”  

How do we know this? Is that residential only. 

We don’t know where in the county our customers live because 
residential customers do not fill out any intake documents. 

See response above. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Table 6-1 (Pg 75)  

Programs 2 and 3:  

a. How are cities coordinating with the county to do this?  
b. Do cities meet with HazoHouse to learn more about this 

program, materials received, issues/suggestions from 
staff? 

Coordination between City and County staff would be at the discretion of both 
municipalities. Cities and the County have various avenues to advocate for policy 
actions and implementation of strategic education and outreach activities. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Pg 77: Is it the EH or PW director?  

“For the latter, individuals or organizations wishing to propose 
HWMP amendments before the scheduled review must petition 
the PHSS Environmental Health Director in writing. The petition 
should describe the proposed amendment and its specific 
objectives and should explain why immediate action is needed 
prior to the next scheduled review. The Public Works Director 
will investigate the basis for the petition and prepare a 
recommendation.  

If the Environmental Health Director determines that the petition 
warrants further consideration, the petition will…” 

Concur with comment. 
Section 6.6 Procedures for Amending the HWMP to be modified to remove Public 
Works Director and replace with Environmental Health Director. 
 
 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Observations from surveys: 
1. Most respondents used HazoHouse multiple times each 

year, far more than the average mentioned of 1x/7.4 
years on Page 69.  

Comments acknowledged. 
 
No change to HWMP. 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

2. Most respondents live in Olympia and Lacey - areas that 
are most urban and closest to HazoHouse. Rural 
residents likely have more hhw, but are visiting 
HazoHouse less… so what are they doing with their 
materials? It seems like they may not be disposed of 
properly. 

3. WasteMobile ended because of extended HazoHouse 
hours, but it doesn’t seem to be replacing the need in 
rural areas. Rural residents seem to still be participating 
less than residents in more populated areas.  

SWAC (December) 

Section 1.2 
Unclear where this quote is from and what it is. Please clarify. 
Please summarize the required plan "elements" here or refer to 
1.6.  Explain what process led to and who established the mission 
and goals. 

Mission statement moved to appropriate place under description. 
Added reference to required plan elements (Chapter 1.6) and a note about the 
decision process for confirming the mission statement. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 1.6 
Repeated from 1.2. It probably fits better here. 

Statement removed from Section 1.2 

SWAC (December) 
Section 1.10.1 
Please add at the end: “Universal Waste does not include HHW.” 

Concur with comment. Per EPA guidelines, households are exempt from the 
hazardous waste standards under the household hazardous waste exclusion and 
therefore, are not affected by the universal waste regulations. Facilities with 
conditionally exempt small quantity generator status are also not affected by the 
universal waste regulations. 
Sentence added in section 1.10.1 

SWAC (December) 
Section 3.3.1 
Please insert a map showing a 15 mile radius from HazoHouse 

While it could be a visual additional to the survey results, including a map with a 
15 mile radius of the survey results may be misconstrued in the report. The survey 
results suggest a level of service but not a regulatory requirement. “The EPA 
suggests that a transfer station should be no more than 10 miles from the 
end of all collection routes. A general rule of thumb is that a transfer station 
is likely to be cost effective if the disposal site is more than 35 miles away 
from the community.”  
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

No change to HWMP. 

SWAC (December) 

Chapter 4 
Not quite accurate.  Please rephrase along these lines.  
"Washington State and federal law does not regulate HHW and 
only regulates CESQG waste if improperly managed."  The 
quantity is only one of a number of conditions that a CESQG must 
meet to be exempt from HW law.  The quantity of HHW is 
irrelevant, it is unconditionally exempt 

Removed “due to their relatively small quantities” to reduce confusion. Intent of 
paragraph is to describe WA law, not federal law. 

SWAC (December) 

Section 4.3.1 
Please add:  "CESQG generators are not required to register with 
Dept. of Ecology but are numerous throughout Thurston County."  
Perhaps public health has a numerical estimate?? 

This section speaks to Dangerous Waste Generators (large-quantity generators), 
not CESQG generators and that addition would be out of place. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 4.3.1 
please insert: "where a dangerous waste facility could be located" 

Added language requested. 

SWAC (December) 

Section 4.3.2 
This text is not an "inventory", it is boilerplate about disposal.  How 
many households are there in Thurston County? and how many 
registered businesses? Public Health may be able to provide more 
specifics or examples target CESQGs stats to put some context 
and substance to this section. 

Added household count and number of registered businesses to section 4.3.2 
according to US Census Bureau. 
PHSS concurred that there is no data available for total number of CESQGs and 
was not able to provide additional stats on CESQGs. PHSS reached out to Dept 
of Commerce for more information on registered businesses but did not receive a 
response. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 4.4.5 
Please add some quantitative performance data to this section. 

Received additional information from PHSS and added quantitative performance 
data to section 4.4.5. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 5.3.1 
Please summarize budgets for expenses and funding sources for 
public health MRW related functions. 

Requested financial information from PHSS. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 6.1 
Actually Section 4.4.2 

Concur with comment. Edited reference. 

SWAC (December) Section 6.1 Changed HHW collection to MRW collection to include CESQG disposal. 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

Mention here that this also equally applies to the need for CESQG 
disposal for S. County 

SWAC (December) 

Section 6.1 
Suggested addition here: Public Works and Public Health staff 
could learn from and collaborate with sister local jurisdictions by 
participating in Ecology MRW coordinator meetings as well as 
MRW safety and technical trainings and meetings offered by the 
Northwest Chapter of the North American Hazardous Materials 
Management Association (NAHMMA). 
Program 6: Public Works and Public Health MRW staff participate 
in Ecology and NW NAHMMA events and trainings. 

Added suggested language to body and incorporated consideration of additional 
training opportunities within Program 5. 

SWAC (December) 

Appendix C 
I suggest that these two action items be brought forward to the 
2024 MRW Plan (re: SBCA-2 Reassessment of Small Business 
Collection Needs and SBCA-3 Program Revisions to Address 
Small Business Collection Needs) 

These two previous recommendations are meant to assess/address equity in and 
barriers to SGQ business participation – this is addressed in Section 6.1 strategy 
Data Collection 1. Added “and businesses” to further clarify benefit ongoing 
survey and participation data collection. 

SWAC (December) 
Figure 2.6 
“Household Hazardous Waste” should read “MRW” in figure 

Concur with comment. 
Chart updated to “MRW”. 

SWAC (Follow-up to Dec 
presentation) 

The 2014 MRW plan calls for exploring that exact possible unmet 
local need for these businesses.  However, those recommended 
actions were not implemented.  That is why, as the SWAC 
business representative, I think we need to retain those two 
recommendations in the updated MRW plan for Thurston County, 
and make sure that they are implemented. 

Comment acknowledged.  Businesses are currently contacted and educated 
through the Business Pollution Prevention Program which was not in effect for the 
previous MRW Plan.  No change to Plan. 

County Staff (Follow-up to Dec 
presentation) 

Section 6.1 

Upon investigation we discovered that in mid-2018 a trip laser 
counter was installed in the HazoHouse to measure customers. 
Unfortunately, any movement across the laser was counted and 
our customer counts were overreported. These values were then 
distributed to Dept. of Ecology. 

Comment acknowledged.  Change made to Plan in Section 6.1 and Table 4-2.   
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

HDR/Herrera 

Chapter 6 Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – Add a 
new recommendation Facility 4 – Consider options for providing 
HHW collection methods to serve remote areas in the County and 
implement as appropriate  

Concur with comment. Add new Facility 4 recommendation. 

SWAC (November) 
Chapter 6 – Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – 
Superscript 11 – David Nightingale spelled incorrectly Concur with comment. Spelling corrected. 

SWAC (November) 
Table 5-1 Thurston County HazoHouse Financial Information – 
Would like to see full program revenues and expenses including 
education and outreach/PHSS portion 

Requested financial information from PHSS; limited information was available for 
program revenues and expenses. Additional information and language added in 
Sections 4.4.2, 4.4.4, 5.3.1, 5.3.2, including more detail in Table 5-1. 

SWAC (November) 
Chapter 6 – Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan – What 
MRW reduction methods can be considered? – Second paragraph 
– consider a different word for liability as this denotes legal action  

Concur with comment. Delete “liability” and insert “potential legal responsibility.” 

County Solid Waste Staff 
This document often refers to “The Hazohouse” rather than the 
official name “Hazohouse.” 

The correct spelling of the facility is “HazoHouse.”  The use of “The HazoHouse” 
is content sensitive in the HWMP and has been reviewed by a technical editor for 
appropriateness. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

2014 Recommendations: Status of previous recommendations 
(Appendix C Pg 133) 
2014 Plan: https://s3.us-west-
2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-
public/2023-
02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20
Revised.pdf 

1. It is unclear to me if these 2014 recommendations are 
carried forward in this new plan.  

2. Pg 17 “This HWMP supersedes previous HWMPs, 
including the most recent 2014 Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan (2014 HWMP). The status of 2014 
HWMP recommendations can be found in Appendix C.” 

 
 

The recommendations from the 2014 Thurston County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan and their implementation status are included in Appendix C. 
The 2014 recommendations were over 10 years old and a number of them were 
no longer valid due to new regulatory requirements and updates to programs and 
facilities. 
 
All 2014 recommendations are superseded by this HWMP with the proposed new 
recommendations in Table 6-1 Summary of Recommendations, Implementation 
Schedule, Responsibility, and Budget. 
 
No Change to HWMP. 

https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
https://s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/thurstoncountywa.gov.if-us-west-2/s3fs-public/2023-02/Hazardous%20Waste%20Management%20Plan%202014%20Revised.pdf
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Equity:  

a. Have local tribes been invited to participate in the review 
process? 

b. The only type of equity addressed is racial equity (page 
72). 

Section 1.5 addresses tribal sovereign status. Tribes complete Solid Waste and 
Hazardous Waste Management Plans in accordance with EPA requirements. 
The Board of County Commissioners appoint SWAC members and tribes could 
be contacted to determine their interest in participation and potential appointment 
to the SWAC.  
Equity issues both racial and societal are addressed in Chapter 6.0 – Strategy 
Analysis and Implementation Plan as part of inclusive messaging. 
 
No Change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Electronics 

Can the plan include a recommendation to bring back e-waste 
recycling at the WARC? 

a. According to Department of Ecology reports, Thurston 
County saw a significant drop in E-Cycle WA participation 
when the WARC stopped accepting e-waste for 
recycling. 

b. The WARC is intended to be a facility that makes waste 
diversion convenient by providing a variety of services in 
one general location. This convenience is also a matter 
of equity due to the challenges associated with vehicle 
travel to private businesses in order to seek out 
discontinues services. 

Electronic waste management and handling is included in the Thurston County 
Solid Waste Management Plan as this waste stream was previously handled in 
the recycling area at the WARC through an agreement with Goodwill Industries. 
Goodwill Industries chose to discontinue collection at the WARC as part of the on-
site recycling programs. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Batteries to HazoHouse  

We are seeing more products manufactured with embedded 
batteries (electric toothbrush, vape, etc.). Can we make it clear 
that these products are accepted at HazoHouse?  
Can we include a recommendation to accept medical devices with 
embedded batteries (e.g., continuous glucose monitors) at 
HazoHouse as a matter of convenience and equity?  

Products with embedded batteries are not currently accepted at the HazoHouse. 
In 2023, the State passed the Battery Product Stewardship Law that requires 
Ecology to implement a producer participation product stewardship program to 
handle products with portable and medium format batteries. A description of this 
new law is included in Chapter 1 Introduction and Background Section 1.10.2 
Washington State Regulations.  
Consumer products with embedded batteries, when disposed by a homeowner, 
are considered a universal waste and are approved for disposal with solid waste. 
If a consumer product has a non-removable battery and contains other danger 
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Commenter Comment Received Response 

waste, such as a nicotine vape device, the product is required to be managed as 
a dangerous waste. 
There is currently no outlet for embedded battery products collected via the 
HazoHouse. These should continue to be handled in the municipal solid waste 
stream as universal waste until Ecology has finalized its battery producer 
program. 
Medical waste and medical devices are included in the Thurston County Solid 
Waste Management Plan. Medical Waste is not part of this HWMP.  
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Metrics at HazoHouse: I did not see a mention of participant 
metrics collected by HazoHouse staff.  
Maybe it’s implied in the following recommendation, but it should 
be made clear.  
“Data Collection 1 – Continue to collect participation data at the 
HazoHouse (and future facilities) and in programs to engage the 
community, increase equitable participation in MRW management 
and disposal, and improve programs.” Page 70.  

 

Collection metrics are completed at the HazoHouse through a number of 
methods. Ecology requires reporting, on an annual basis, of specific materials 
metrics and customers served for both household and SQGs and the County 
reports those as required. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Table 4-1 “The Hazardous Household Substances List developed 
by Ecology is shown in Table 4-1. If generated in a residence, 
these products become HHW when discarded.” 

Should all of these things be accepted at HazoHouse? It seems 
strange to point out that these things are hazardous, yet we don’t 
accept them all. 

Table 4-1 Household Hazardous Waste Substance List was generated by Ecology 
as part of the Hazardous Waste Management Plan Guidelines and is a 
placeholder for programs to utilize as reference to note that when they are 
discarded, they become HHW.  
 
Section 4.2.1 describes this requirement. Not all items should be, or will be, 
accepted through HazoHouse as there are other programs and options available 
for proper management and disposal of HHW substances.  
 
Section 1.1 of the HWMP also addresses this issue in accordance with RCW 
70A.300 and the regulatory requirements. 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

No change to HWMP.  

County Solid Waste Staff 

Pg 69: “TC reported 45,000 customers utilized HazoHouse.”  

How do we know this? Is that residential only. 

We don’t know where in the county our customers live because 
residential customers do not fill out any intake documents. 

See response above. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Table 6-1 (Pg 75)  

Programs 2 and 3:  

a. How are cities coordinating with the county to do this?  
b. Do cities meet with HazoHouse to learn more about this 

program, materials received, issues/suggestions from 
staff? 

Coordination between City and County staff would be at the discretion of both 
municipalities. Cities and the County have various avenues to advocate for policy 
actions and implementation of strategic education and outreach activities. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Pg 77: Is it the EH or PW director?  

“For the latter, individuals or organizations wishing to propose 
HWMP amendments before the scheduled review must petition 
the PHSS Environmental Health Director in writing. The petition 
should describe the proposed amendment and its specific 
objectives and should explain why immediate action is needed 
prior to the next scheduled review. The Public Works Director 
will investigate the basis for the petition and prepare a 
recommendation.  

If the Environmental Health Director determines that the petition 
warrants further consideration, the petition will…” 

Concur with comment. 
Section 6.6 Procedures for Amending the HWMP to be modified to remove Public 
Works Director and replace with Environmental Health Director. 
 
 

County Solid Waste Staff 

Observations from surveys: 
1. Most respondents used HazoHouse multiple times each 

year, far more than the average mentioned of 1x/7.4 
years on Page 69.  

Comments acknowledged. 
 
No change to HWMP. 
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Commenter Comment Received Response 

2. Most respondents live in Olympia and Lacey - areas that 
are most urban and closest to HazoHouse. Rural 
residents likely have more hhw, but are visiting 
HazoHouse less… so what are they doing with their 
materials? It seems like they may not be disposed of 
properly. 

3. WasteMobile ended because of extended HazoHouse 
hours, but it doesn’t seem to be replacing the need in 
rural areas. Rural residents seem to still be participating 
less than residents in more populated areas.  

SWAC (December) 

Section 1.2 
Unclear where this quote is from and what it is. Please clarify. 
Please summarize the required plan "elements" here or refer to 
1.6.  Explain what process led to and who established the mission 
and goals. 

Mission statement moved to appropriate place under description. 
Added reference to required plan elements (Chapter 1.6) and a note about the 
decision process for confirming the mission statement. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 1.6 
Repeated from 1.2. It probably fits better here. 

Statement removed from Section 1.2 

SWAC (December) 
Section 1.10.1 
Please add at the end: “Universal Waste does not include HHW.” 

Concur with comment. Per EPA guidelines, households are exempt from the 
hazardous waste standards under the household hazardous waste exclusion and 
therefore, are not affected by the universal waste regulations. Facilities with 
conditionally exempt small quantity generator status are also not affected by the 
universal waste regulations. 
Sentence added in section 1.10.1 

SWAC (December) 
Section 3.3.1 
Please insert a map showing a 15 mile radius from HazoHouse 

While it could be a visual additional to the survey results, including a map with a 
15 mile radius of the survey results may be misconstrued in the report. The survey 
results suggest a level of service but not a regulatory requirement. “The EPA 
suggests that a transfer station should be no more than 10 miles from the 
end of all collection routes. A general rule of thumb is that a transfer station 
is likely to be cost effective if the disposal site is more than 35 miles away 
from the community.”  
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

No change to HWMP. 

SWAC (December) 

Chapter 4 
Not quite accurate.  Please rephrase along these lines.  
"Washington State and federal law does not regulate HHW and 
only regulates CESQG waste if improperly managed."  The 
quantity is only one of a number of conditions that a CESQG must 
meet to be exempt from HW law.  The quantity of HHW is 
irrelevant, it is unconditionally exempt 

Removed “due to their relatively small quantities” to reduce confusion. Intent of 
paragraph is to describe WA law, not federal law. 

SWAC (December) 

Section 4.3.1 
Please add:  "CESQG generators are not required to register with 
Dept. of Ecology but are numerous throughout Thurston County."  
Perhaps public health has a numerical estimate?? 

This section speaks to Dangerous Waste Generators (large-quantity generators), 
not CESQG generators and that addition would be out of place. 
 
No change to HWMP. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 4.3.1 
please insert: "where a dangerous waste facility could be located" 

Added language requested. 

SWAC (December) 

Section 4.3.2 
This text is not an "inventory", it is boilerplate about disposal.  How 
many households are there in Thurston County? and how many 
registered businesses? Public Health may be able to provide more 
specifics or examples target CESQGs stats to put some context 
and substance to this section. 

Added household count and number of registered businesses to section 4.3.2 
according to US Census Bureau. 
PHSS concurred that there is no data available for total number of CESQGs and 
was not able to provide additional stats on CESQGs. PHSS reached out to Dept 
of Commerce for more information on registered businesses but did not receive a 
response. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 4.4.5 
Please add some quantitative performance data to this section. 

Received additional information from PHSS and added quantitative performance 
data to section 4.4.5. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 5.3.1 
Please summarize budgets for expenses and funding sources for 
public health MRW related functions. 

Requested financial information from PHSS; limited information was available for 
expenses/funding sources. Additional information and language added in Sections 
5.3.1, 5.3.2, including used oil recycling financial information. 

SWAC (December) 
Section 6.1 
Actually Section 4.4.2 

Concur with comment. Edited reference. 

SWAC (December) Section 6.1 Changed HHW collection to MRW collection to include CESQG disposal. 
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Thurston County HWMP Response to Comments – 2024  

Commenter Comment Received Response 

Mention here that this also equally applies to the need for CESQG 
disposal for S. County 

SWAC (December) 

Section 6.1 
Suggested addition here: Public Works and Public Health staff 
could learn from and collaborate with sister local jurisdictions by 
participating in Ecology MRW coordinator meetings as well as 
MRW safety and technical trainings and meetings offered by the 
Northwest Chapter of the North American Hazardous Materials 
Management Association (NAHMMA). 
Program 6: Public Works and Public Health MRW staff participate 
in Ecology and NW NAHMMA events and trainings. 

Added suggested language to body and incorporated consideration of additional 
training opportunities within Program 5. 

SWAC (December) 

Appendix C 
I suggest that these two action items be brought forward to the 
2024 MRW Plan (re: SBCA-2 Reassessment of Small Business 
Collection Needs and SBCA-3 Program Revisions to Address 
Small Business Collection Needs) 

These two previous recommendations are meant to assess/address equity in and 
barriers to SGQ business participation – this is addressed in Section 6.1 strategy 
Data Collection 1. Added “and businesses” to further clarify benefit ongoing 
survey and participation data collection. 

SWAC (December) 
Figure 2.6 
“Household Hazardous Waste” should read “MRW” in figure 

Concur with comment. 
Chart updated to “MRW”. 

SWAC (Follow-up to Dec 
presentation) 

The 2014 MRW plan calls for exploring that exact possible unmet 
local need for these businesses.  However, those recommended 
actions were not implemented.  That is why, as the SWAC 
business representative, I think we need to retain those two 
recommendations in the updated MRW plan for Thurston County, 
and make sure that they are implemented. 

Comment acknowledged.  Businesses are currently contacted and educated 
through the Business Pollution Prevention Program which was not in effect for the 
previous MRW Plan.  No change to Plan. 

County Staff (Follow-up to Dec 
presentation) 

Section 6.1 

Upon investigation we discovered that in mid-2018 a trip laser 
counter was installed in the HazoHouse to measure customers. 
Unfortunately, any movement across the laser was counted and 
our customer counts were overreported. These values were then 
distributed to Dept. of Ecology. 

Comment acknowledged.  Change made to Plan in Section 6.1 and Table 4-2.   
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COMMUNITY PLANNING & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

3000 Pacific Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98501 
TTY/TDD call 711 or 1-800-833-6388 

Website: ThurstonCPED.org 
Creating Solutions for Our Future Ashley Arai, Director 

 

Page 1 of 1 
Thurston Board of County Commissioners 

Carolina Mejia District 1 | Rachel Grant District 2 | Tye Menser District 3 | Wayne Fournier District 4 | Emily Clouse District 5 

SEPA DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS) 

Date of Issuance: May 15, 2025 

Proponent/Lead Agency Thurston County Public Health and Social Services, 2000 Lakeridge 
Drive SW, Olympia, WA 98502 
Contact: Kimberly Graham, (360) 867-2586, 
Kimberly.Graham@co.thurston.wa.us 

Description of Proposal Thurston County is required by Washington State law to maintain a 
hazardous waste management plan in a “current and applicable 
condition”, and has prepared an updated plan. In addition to updating 
discussion of current facilities and programs, the new proposed 
hazardous waste management plan contains a number of 
recommendations. Most represent refinements to existing policies and 
programs based on reducing or eliminating exposures to hazardous 
materials through efficient, reliable, and affordable hazardous waste 
collection, prevention, and policy services.  

Project No. 2025101734 

SEPA Folder No. XA 25 105422 

Location of Proposal Thurston County 

Threshold Determination The lead agency for this proposal has determined that this proposal 
will not have a probable significant adverse impact on the 
environment. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not 
required under RCW 43.21C.030.  This decision was made after 
review by the Lead Agency of a completed Environmental Checklist 
and other information on file with the Lead Agency.  This information 
is available to the public by visiting 
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/public-health-and-
social-services/environmental-health/business-pollution-prevention. 

Responsible Official Ashley Arai, Director 

Date of Issuance:  

Comment Deadline: 

May 15, 2025 

May 29, 2025 



Appeal Deadline: June 5, 2025  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Derek Day, Community Planning Manager 
(for) Ashley Arai, CPED Director 

This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2). The lead agency will not act on this proposal for 
14 days from the date of issue or until the appeal period has passed, if applicable.  No permits may 
be issued, and the applicant shall not begin work until after the comment and any appeal periods 
have expired, and any other necessary permits are issued.  If conditions are added, deleted, or 
modified during the 14-day review period, a modified DNS will be issued. Otherwise, this DNS 
will become final after the expiration of the comment deadline and appeal period, if applicable. 

Appeals 

Threshold determinations may be appealed pursuant to TCC 17.09.160 if:  (1) a written notice of 
appeal, meeting the requirements of TCC 17.09.160(D), and the appropriate appeal fee is received 
by the Thurston County Community Planning and Economic Development Department within 
seven (7)  calendar days of the last day of the comment period on the threshold determination and; 
(2) the person filing the appeal is an aggrieved party and submitted written comments prior to the
comment deadline, per the requirements of TCC 17.09.160(B).

NOTE:  The issuance of this Determination of Nonsignificance does not constitute project 
approval.  The applicant must comply with all necessary approvals prior to implementation of the 
plan. 
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Community Planning & Economic Development 
3000 Pacific Avenue S.E. Olympia, WA 98501 

(360)786-5490 / (360)754-2939 (Fax) 
TDD Line (360) 754-2933 

Email: permit@co.thurston.wa.us 
www.thurstoncountybdc.com 

 

STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA) CHECKLIST 
 
 

Purpose of checklist: 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your 
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization 
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal. 

 
Instructions for applicants: 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please 
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. You may need to consult with 
an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions. You may use “not applicable” or "does 
not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown. 
You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate answers 
to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision- making process. 

 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of 
time or on different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal 
or its environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your 
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant 
adverse impact. Find form details and instructions for completing each section on Department of Ecology’s 
SEPA website. Instructions for each section are linked below. 

 
Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Please adjust the format of this template as needed. Additional information may be necessary to evaluate 
the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts. The 
checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to make an 
adequate threshold determination. Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is responsible 
for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 

 
Use of checklist for nonproject proposals: 

For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable parts 
of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D). Please 
completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and "property or 
site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead 
agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do not contribute 
meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 

 
 

mailto:permit@co.thurston.wa.us
http://www.thurston/
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance
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THURSTON COUNTY 
Community Planning & Economic Development 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 

A. Background [HELP] 
1. Name of proposed project, if applicable: 

 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan 

 
2. Name of applicant: 

 
Thurston County 

 
3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person: 

 
Kimberly Graham, Environmental Health Division, 360-867-2586, 2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
  

4. Date checklist prepared: 
 

4/30/2025 
 

5. Agency requesting checklist: 
 

Thurston County 
 

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 
 

This checklist is submitted for a non-project proposal intended to update the Thurston County long 
range plan for hazardous waste management. The proposed Thurston County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan is undergoing public review and comment. A final copy of the Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan is anticipated to be approved by all cities and towns in Thurston County, the 
Thurston County Board of Commissioners, and the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) 
in 2025. 

 
7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with this 

proposal? If yes, explain. 
 

Ecology’s guidelines (Guidelines for Developing and Updating Local Hazardous Waste Management 
Plans) require hazardous waste management plans to be reviewed, and if necessary, updated 
periodically. 

 
8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared, directly 

related to this proposal. 
 

Does not apply. 
 

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly 
affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain. 

 
No, this SEPA checklist is intended to address only programs and activities specifically 
recommended in the Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan. Any new private or 
public facilities will need to complete a separate SEPA review process as appropriate. 

 
 * * * * OFFICIAL USE ONLY * * * * 

Folder Sequence # 2025 105422 000 00 XA  

Project #  XA 25 105422  

Related Cases: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Date Received:Click or tap to enter a date. 

By: Click or tap here to enter text. 

* * * * OFFICIAL USE ONLY * * * * 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-A-Background
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10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known. 

 
State Law (RCW 70A.300) and guidelines issued by Ecology require a public review period for this 
plan for a minimum of 30 days and require Ecology to examine and comment on the preliminary draft 
of the plan. The Thurston County Board of Commissioners and the cities and towns must also adopt 
the final draft of the plan. After adoption by the County and cities and towns, Ecology must approve 
the plan before it becomes effective. 

 
11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the 

project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain 
aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this page. (Lead agencies 
may modify this form to include additional specific information on project description.) 

 
Thurston County is required by Washington State law to maintain a hazardous waste management plan 
in a “current and applicable condition.” The existing Hazardous Waste Management Plan was 
completed in 2014 and is outdated in several areas. In addition to updating discussion of current 
facilities and programs, the new proposed hazardous waste management plan contains a number of 
recommendations. Most of these recommendations represent refinements to existing policies and 
programs based on  reducing or eliminating exposures to hazardous materials through efficient, 
reliable, and affordable hazardous waste collection, prevention, and policy services. The  
recommendations proposed in the Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan can be found 
in Chapter 6 Strategy Analysis and Implementation Plan. 

 
12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location of your 

proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known. If a 
proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal 
description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should submit 
any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with 
any permit applications related to this checklist. 

 
The Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan addresses activities and 
programs that occur throughout Thurston County.
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THURSTON COUNTY 
Community Planning & Economic Development 

ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 
 
 
 

B. Environmental Elements [help] 
1. Earth [help] 
a. General description of the site: (check one): 

☒ Flat 
☒ Rolling 
☒ Hilly 
☒ Steep Slopes  
☒ Mountainous 
☐ Other: All. The facilities and programs addressed by Thurston County Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan recommendations are inclusive of the entire County and include all of the above. 

 
b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 
 

c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, muck)? If you 
know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any agricultural land of long-term 
commercial significance and whether the proposal results in removing any of these soils. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If so, describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
e. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of any filling, 

excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan. 

 
g.  About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project construction (for 

example, asphalt or buildings)? 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any: 
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Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 
 
 

2. Air [help] 
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction, operation, and 

maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and give approximate quantities 
if known. 

 
No significant emissions are anticipated as a result of the recommendations made by this Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan. 

 
b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If so, generally 

describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
3. Water [help] 
a. Surface Water: [help] 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including year-round and 
seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If yes, describe type and provide names. If 
appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described waters? If yes, 

please describe and attach available plans. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed from surface 

water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected. Indicate the source of fill 
material. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 

 
4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general description, purpose, 

and approximate quantities if known. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site plan. 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Air
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Surface-water
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Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so, describe the 

type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
 

b. Ground Water: [help] 
1) Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so, give a general 

description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities withdrawn from the well. Will 
water be discharged to groundwater? Give general description, purpose, and approximate 
quantities if known. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or other sources, 

if any (Examples: Domestic sewage; industrial, containing the following chemicals. . .; agricultural; 
etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the number of such systems, the number of houses 
to be served (if applicable), or the number of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to 
serve. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. Water runoff (including stormwater): 

1)  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection and disposal, if any 
(include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? Will this water flow into other waters? If 
so, describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
3) Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the site? If so, describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 

 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and drainage pattern impacts, 

if any: 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
4. Plants [help] 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Groundwater
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-4-Plants
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a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site: 
☒deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other 
☒evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other 
☒shrubs 
☒grass 
☒pasture 
☒crop or grain 
☒Orchards, vineyards or other permanent crops. 
☒wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
☒water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 
☐other types of vegetation:Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance vegetation on the 

site, if any: 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
e. List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
5. Animals [help] 
a. List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to be on or 

near the site. 
Examples include: 

birds: ☒hawk,☒ heron, ☒eagle, ☒songbirds, ☐other: Click or tap here to enter text. 

mammals: ☒deer, ☒bear, ☒elk,☒ beaver, ☐other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
fish: ☒ bass, ☒salmon, ☒trout, ☒herring, ☒shellfish, ☐other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

b. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 
 

c. Is the site part of a migration route? If so, explain. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-5-Animals
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d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
6. Energy and Natural Resources [help] 
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet the completed 

project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating, manufacturing, etc. 
 

Several of the activities recommended in the Hazardous Waste Management Plan will require small 
additional amount of electrical power to support ongoing, everyday activities. 

 
b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? If so, generally 

describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? List other 

proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any: 
 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 

 
7. Environmental Health [help] 
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk of fire and 

explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal? If so, describe. 
 

No, although the Hazardous Waste Management Plan discusses the Thurston County HazoHouse 
Facility, increased education and outreach for this facility, small quantity generator waste, business 
pollution prevention, and enforcement, these activities should help prevent environmental health risks 
in the future. 

 
1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development and design. 

This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines located within the project 
area and in the vicinity. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced during the 

project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating life of the project. 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-6-Energy-natural-resou
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-7-Environmental-health
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Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
4) Describe special emergency services that might be required. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 
 

5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any: 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Noise 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: traffic, equipment, 
operation, other)? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a short-term or 

a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indi- cate what hours noise 
would come from the site. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
8. Land and Shoreline Use [help] 
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current land uses on 

nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. How much 

agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to other uses as a result 
of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, how many acres in farmland or 
forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or nonforest use? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal business 

operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, tilling, and harvesting? 
If so, how: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-8-Land-shoreline-use
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c. Describe any structures on the site. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
e. What is the current zoning classification of the site? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
h. Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so, specify. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
j. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
L.  Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land uses and plans, 

if any: 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
m.  Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of long-term commercial 

significance, if any: 
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Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
9. Housing [help] 
a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, middle, or low-income 

housing. 
 

Does not apply. 
 

b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, middle, or low-
income housing. 

 
Does not apply. 

 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: 

 
Does not apply. 

 
10. Aesthetics [help] 
a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is the principal 

exterior building material(s) proposed? 
 

Does not apply. 
 

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 
 

Does not apply. 
 

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 
 

Does not apply. 
 

11. Light and Glare [help] 
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it mainly occur? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
12. Recreation [help] 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-9-Housing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-10-Aesthetics
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-11-Light-glare
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-12-Recreation
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a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity? 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 

opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 
 

13. Historic and Cultural Preservation [help] 
a. Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years old listed in 

or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers? If so, specifically describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? This may 

include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, or areas of cultural 
importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies conducted at the site to identify 
such resources. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources on or near 

the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of archeology and historic 
preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc. 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to 

resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
14. Transportation [help] 
a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and describe proposed 

access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
b. Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so, generally describe. If not, 

what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop? 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-13-Historic-cultural-p
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-14-Transportation
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Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
c. Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, bicycle or state 

transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe (indicate whether public or 
private). 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
d. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air transportation? If 

so, generally describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
e. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? If known, 

indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would be trucks (such as 
commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What data or transportation models were used to make these 
estimates? 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
f. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest products 

on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
g. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any: 

 
Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
15. Public Services [help] 
a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, police 

protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe. 
 

Does not apply. 
 

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any. 
 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

 
16. Utilities [help] 
a. Check utilities currently available at the site: 

☐electricity ☐natural gas ☐water ☐refuse service ☐telephone ☐sanitary sewer ☐septic system 
 Other: Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan. 

 
b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, and the general 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-15-Public-services
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-16-Utilities
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construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might be needed. 

Does not apply; there is no specific site being addressed by this Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan. 

C. Signature [HELP]
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that the lead agency
is relying on them to make its decision.

Signature:  

Name of signee: Kimberly Graham  

Position and Agency/Organization: Hazardous Waste Specialist III, Environmental Health Division 

Date Submitted: 4 / 3 0 /  2 0 2 5  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-C-Signature
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D. Supplemental sheet for nonproject actions [HELP] 
 

(IT IS NOT NECESSARY to use this sheet for project actions) 
Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction with the list of the 
elements of the environment. 
When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of activities likely to 
result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if the proposal 
were not implemented. Respond briefly and in general terms. 

 
1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; production, storage, 

or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise? 
 

The Hazardous Waste Management Plan proposes programs and facilities for secure handling of 
toxic and hazardous substances. The Hazardous Waste Management Plan is expected to assist in 
decreasing impacts and discharges to water and air through facilities, education and outreach and 
enforcement actions. No substantial increases or decreases in noise levels are expected as a result 
of the Hazardous Waste Management Plan recommendations. 

 
Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are: 

 
Does not apply. 

 
2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life? 

 
No significant impacts to plant, animal, fish, or marine life are expected. 

 
Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are: 

 
Proper management/disposal of HHW may have positive impacts on plant, animal, and marine health.  

 
3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources? 

 
Does not apply. 

 
Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are: 

 
A small amount of energy and materials will be needed to implement the recommendations in the 
Hazardous Waste Management Plan, but this is expected to be more than offset by the energy and 
resources conserved as a result of increased hazardous waste prevention and recycling 
recommended by the Hazardous Waste Management Plan. 

 
4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or areas designated 

(or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks, wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, 
threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or prime 
farmlands? 

 
No substantial impacts, either positive or negative, to environmentally sensitive or other protected 
areas are expected to result from the recommendations in the Hazardous Waste Management Plan. 

 
Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are: 

 
Does not apply. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-D-Non-project-actions


 
SEPA Environmental Checklist (WAC 197-11-960) March 2023 Page 16 of 16  

 
5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it would allow or 

encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans? 
 

No substantial impacts, either positive or negative, to land and shoreline use are expected to result 
from recommendations in this Hazardous Waste Management Plan. 

 
Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are: 

 
Does not apply. 

 
6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public services and utilities? 

 
No substantial impacts, either positive or negative, to demand on transportation or public services 
and utilities are expected to result from recommendation in this Hazardous Waste Management Plan. 

 
Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are: 

 
None. 

 
7. Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or requirements 

for the protection of the environment. 
 

The Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan was prepared in response 
to State requirements for proper management of hazardous waste. This Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan is intended to comply with all applicable local, state, and 
federal laws and requirements regarding protection of the environment. 
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Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Are you aware that Thurston County has a
HazoHouse that accepts household
hazardous waste and small quantity

business waste?

Yes No

77%

44

23%

13

How often do you utilize the free drop-o�
services for household hazardous waste

recycling and disposal o�ered by the
HazoHouse?

Few times a year Rarely Never
I have used the HazoHouse once

45%

20

30%

13

16%

7

9%
4

Do you feel the fees charged to businesses
at the HazoHouse are reasonable?

Not applicable Yes No

81.82%

36

15.91%

7

2.27%1



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

How many miles do you travel to access the HazoHouse or
the Waste and Recovery Center (WARC)?

Best Response

Less than 15 miles

44%
Percentage

55
Responses

Less than 15 miles 24 44%

I do not travel to the facility 12 22%

Less than 5 miles 11 20%

More than 15 miles 8 15%

Less than a mile 0 0%

Data Response %

If you do not travel to the facility: Why not?

Best Response

I am not aware of the facility

57%
Percentage

14
Responses

I am not aware of the facility 8 57%

I do not have a reason to visit the… 4 29%

The facility is too far from my ho… 1 7%

used HazoHouse for years but st… 1 7%

The facility is inconveniently loc… 0 0%

I do not have a vehicle 0 0%

Data Response %



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

How convenient is household hazardous waste recycling and
disposal for you on a scale from 1–5? (1 indicates "very

inconvenient" and 5 indicates "very convenient")

Best Response

3

41%
Percentage

49
Responses

3 20 41%

4 13 27%

5 12 24%

1 2 4%

2 2 4%

Data Response %

Why do you �nd it inconvenient?

Data Responses

Travel. Takes time and I don’t know how to sort my stu� out 1

Not close to residence 1

There’s only one place to drop and it’s a 30 minute drive from
Olympia. 1

What materials have you taken to the HazoHouse? (Select all that
apply)

Paints/solvents/stains Automotive Fluorescent lights Household cleaners
Pesticides/herbicides Other entries

30%

2720%

18

16%

14

12%

11

11%

10

10%

9



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Have you ever used the County website to determine the best
method for disposal/recycling of hazardous materials?

No Yes

61%

31

39%

20

How would you prefer to receive educational materials about the
HazoHouse facility and other programs?

Email Website Mail Public events Handouts from retailers
Other entries

33%

26

29%
23

21%

17

6%

5 5%

4
6%

5



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Have you ever utilized a hazardous waste reuse program?

No I don’t know Yes

61%

31

25%

13
14%

7 Where did you utilize a hazardous waste reuse program?

Data Responses

Paint 1

Pierce Co 1

Seattle - Building Management coordinated with o�ce sta� 1

Illinois, Virginia 1

HazoHouse 1

Seattle 1

fertilizer 1

Would you use a reuse program if implemented at the
HazoHouse?

Yes No

82%

40

18%

9



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Which program(s) have you participated in?

E-Cycle Battery Paint Care Light Recycle

34%

11

34% 11

19%

6

13%

4

Which program(s) have you participated in?

Data Responses

Mercury lights 1

E-Cycle, I believe. It was in Seattle. 1

Have you ever participated in speci�c take-back programs for
electronics (E-Cycle), paint (Paint Care), battery, and/or mercury

lights (Light Recycle)?

No 33 65%

Yes 18 35%

65%

33

35%

18

Data Response %



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Are you aware that the County has a Business Pollution
Prevention Program?

No 46 92%

Yes 4 8%

92%
46

8%
4

Data Response %

Does your place of work have a clear protocol in place for
managing hazardous products (for example, exposure, safe

handling, or spills)?

Not applicable 24 47%

Yes 16 31%

Unsure 6 12%

No 5 10%

47%

24

31%

16

12%

6

10%
5

Data Response %



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Do you read warning labels on household hazardous products?

Yes 46 90%

No 5 10%

90%
46

10%
5

Data Response %

What is your primary motivation for selecting cleaning and other
household products?

E�ectiveness 21 43%

Less toxic ingredients 17 35%

Cost 9 18%

Smell 1 2%

Convenient. if I see the skull a… 1 2%

Brand loyalty 0 0%

43%

21

35%

17

18%

9

2%
1 2%1

Data Response %



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Where do you store household hazardous products?

In the garage 32 36%

Under the sink 27 30%

A garden shed 10 11%

In an unlocked cabinet 9 10%

In a locked cabinet 5 6%

In a secondary container 2 2%

Bathroom 1 1%

Shop, barn 1 1%

Basement 1 1%

On a high shelf in the laundry … 1 1%

Attic 0 0%

36%

32

30% 27

11%

10

10%

9
6%

5 2%
2 1%
1 1%
1 1%1 1%1

Data Response %

How do you manage unwanted, unused chemicals?

Take them to HazoHouse 22 36%

Keep them stored 21 34%

Throw them in the garbage 8 13%

Throw them in the recycling 3 5%

Take to a recycling center 1 2%

Pour em in to the gravel 1 2%

Doesn’t have unwanted produ… 1 2%

Garbage dump (lemay) 1 2%

Other entries 3 5%

36%

22

34%
21

13%

8

5%

3

2%

1

2%

1
2%

1
2%

1 5%
3

Data Response %



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

What can the County do to improve household hazardous waste disposal and recycling service?

Data Responses

We need Styrofoam recycling! 1

Make information more accessible 1

Increase awareness 1

My girlfriend used to take care of that 1

Have other remote drop o� areas in the county. The hawks prairie location isn't convenient for all and the tra�c in that area is awful. It
prevents me from going there more often. 1

County is doing a good job 1

??? 1

Increase information exposure of what services are available and what products can be taken to the hazohouse and/or recycled. 1

Other entries 12



Hazardous Waste Management Plan

What is your zip code?

Data Responses

98506 11

98503 8

98501 7

98502 5

98589 4

98513 4

98516 2

98512 2

Other entries 5

What is your city of residence?

Data Responses

Olympia 24

Lacey 10

Tenino 4

Thurston co 1

Roy 1

Edgewood 1

olympia 1

Seattle 1

Other entries 4
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On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Are you here on behalf of a household or a business?

Household N/A – I’m not at HazoHouse Business

59%

63

36%

39

5%
5

Do you feel the fees charged to businesses at the HazoHouse are
reasonable?

Yes Not applicable

60%

3

40%

2



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

How often do you utilize the
HazoHouse?

Few times a year 40 37%

Rarely 26 24%

One time 18 17%

Once a month 11 10%

Never 11 10%

Once a week 2 2%

Never heard of … 1 1%

37%

40

24% 26

17%

18

10%

11 10%

11
2%2 1%1

Data Respon… %

How many miles do you travel to
access the HazoHouse or the Waste

and Recovery Center (WARC)?

Less than 15 mi… 53 49%

Less than 5 miles 29 27%

More than 15 … 22 20%

Less than a mile 4 4%

Not applicable 1 1%

49%

53

27%

29

20%

22

4%
4 1%1

Data Respo… %

What materials have you taken to the HazoHouse?
(Select all that apply)

Paints/solvents/stains 56 32%

Automotive 48 28%

Household cleaners 20 11%

Fluorescent lights 15 9%

Fluorescent lights/propan… 9 5%

Other entries 26 15%

32%

56

28%
48

11%

20

9%

15

5%

9
15%

26

Data Response %



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

How convenient is household hazardous waste recycling and
disposal for you on a scale from 1–5? (1 indicates "very

inconvenient" and 5 indicates "very convenient")

Best Response

5

70%
Percentage

105
Responses

5 74 70%

4 18 17%

3 7 7%

2 6 6%

1 0 0%

Data Response %

Why do you �nd it inconvenient?

Data Responses

The limits on used oil make them make more trips 1

Limits are too smal  Friendly ppl 1

Need one closer 1

A ten 1

Have you ever used the County website to determine the best
method for disposal/recycling of hazardous materials?

Yes No

72%

54

28%

21

How would you prefer to receive educational materials about the
HazoHouse facility and other programs?

Email Mail Handouts from retailers Website Public events
Other entries

35%

49
18%

25

11%

16

11%

16

4%

5
21%

29



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Have you ever utilized a hazardous waste reuse
program?

No Yes I don’t know

90%
94

8%
8

2%2

Where did you utilize a hazardous waste reuse program?

Data Responses

Here 3

At work 1

Hazohouse 1

Auto store 1

Whatcom county 1

Would you use a reuse program if implemented at the
HazoHouse?

Yes No

70%

73

30%

32



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Have you ever participated in speci�c take-back programs for
electronics (E-Cycle), paint (Paint Care), battery, and/or mercury

lights (Light Recycle)?

Yes No

50%

51

50%

51

Which program(s) have you participated in?

E-Cycle Paint Care Battery Light Recycle

50%

7

21%

3

14%

2 14%

2

Which program(s) have you participated in?

Data Responses

E cycle 8

Electronics 8

Paint 3

All of the above 2

Battery 2

Ecycle 2

E cycle - best buy 1

Electronics - goodwill 1

Yes, battery and e cycle 1

Batteries and electronics 1

Curbside seattle 1

E cycle when it was at hazohouse 1

All of the sbove 1

Other entries 8



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Are you aware that the County has a Business Pollution
Prevention Program?

No Yes

85%

89

15%

16

Does your place of work have a clear protocol in place for
managing hazardous products (for example, exposure, safe

handling, or spills)?

Yes Not applicable No Unsure

50%

53

34%

36

9%

10

7%
8



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Do you read warning labels on household hazardous products?

Yes No

87%

92

13%

14

What is your primary motivation for selecting cleaning and other
household products?

Less toxic ingredients E�ectiveness Cost Brand loyalty Smell
All of the above Wetland Save the environment Other entries

36%

39

35%
37

15%

16
3%

3

3%

3

1%

1

1%

1
1%

1 6%
6



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

Where do you store household hazardous products?

In the garage Under the sink In an unlocked cabinet A garden shed
In a locked cabinet Other entries

40%

66

23%
37

11%

18

9%

15

7%

12

9%
15

How do you manage unwanted, unused chemicals?

Take them to HazoHouse Keep them stored Throw them in the garbage
Use it up Use them up Use up Batteries to oreilly

Call and �gure out where to go Other entries

64%

87

19%

26

5%

7

1%

2

1%

2

1%

1

1%

1

1%

1 6%
8



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

What can the County do to improve
household hazardous waste disposal

and recycling service?

Data Respon…

Curbside 3

More locations 2

None 2

No limits! Make it more available
through the tc.  More recycling
locations. Make sure more people
know about it.

1

Easier to recycle. No limits on used
oil. Make more things safe 1

No limits 1

More info 1

Make sure everyone knows about it 1

Website is confusing. Make it clear
where to take certain things. 1

Education 1

Make it bigger 1

Keep this free and accept more
things 1

Continued

Data Responses

Accept business waste for free 1

Have more locations 1

Advertise 1

Quarterly pickups at the house 1

Nope 1

Nope they are great 1

Pickup 1

Be open later and after work. 1

Once a month in the neighborhood and
canvas for folks who can’t get out. Mobile. 1

Styrofoam 1

Pick it up 1

Pickup at households 1

No 1

Continued

Data Responses

Other entries 17

Could pick it up 1

Have acceptance for more items - latex paint 1

Figure out styrofoam 1

Accept everything and more locations 1

Instate styrofoam recycling 1

Need shredding 1

Good job 1

Information 1

Household pick up 1

Education public knowledge - get folks on
the mode 1

No limits on materials 1

Pretty awesome 1



On-Site Hazardous Waste Management Plan

What is your city of residence or business location?

Data Responses

Lacey 38

Olympia 37

Tumwater 8

Oly 3

Thurston county 3

Yelm 3

Rainier 2

Rochester 1

Other entries 12

What is your zip code?

Data Responses

98516 21

98502 15

98503 14

98513 14

98512 8

98506 6

98501 5

98597 3

Other entries 14



Appendix D. SWAC Bylaws and Proof of SWAC Participation 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

 June 2025 

This page is intentionally left blank. 

MFINN
Cross-Out



Appendix G. Agency Comments & County Responses 
 Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

 

June 2025 | G-1 

 

 

Appendix G. Agency Comments & County 
Responses  

 

 

  



Appendix G. Agency Comments & County Responses 
Thurston County Hazardous Waste Management Plan 

G-2 | June 2025 

  

This page intentionally left blank. 



1  

DRAFT THURSTON COUNTY HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN (Plan) 2024 

Christina Kullberg – SWRO Regional Planner – 360-999-3769 – 
Christina.Kulberg@ecy.wa.gov 

This review is grouped into four sections 

Section A – Required revisions to meet the minimum requirements for Plan approval. 

Section B – Recommended revisions to expand on or update information in the Plan and improve consistency with local Plans statewide. 

Section C – Minor edits to correct typos and improve clarity and readability. 

Section D – What to include in your final submittal packet. 
 

Section A: Revisions required for Plan approval  

 

Comment 
Number 

 

Plan section 

 

Comment 

Thurston County 
Response 

Include section & page 
#s if applicable 

mailto:christina.kullberg@ecy.wa.gov


2  

1A Wherever 
relevant in the 
Plan 
 

Used Oil Element - RCW 70A.224.020 & RCW 70A.300.360 

A Used Oil Recycling element is required by both RCW 70A.224.020 and RCW 70A.300.360.  Please 
update the Plan with clear discussion on how used oil is managed within the county. The plan 
mentions the requirements of RCW 70A.224 Used Oil Recycling, but the requirements of this 
statute is not clearly addressed: 

• A plan to reach the local goals for household used oil recycling established by the local 
government - RCW 70A.224.020(1)(a). 

• A plan for enforcing the sign and container ordinances required by RCW 70A.224.040 - RCW 
70A.224.020(1(b). 

o Detail local ordinances enacted to regulate used oil signage and container 
requirements and describe a plan for enforcing the sign ordinance (and container 
ordinance, if applicable). 

• A plan for public education on used oil recycling - RCW 70A.224.020(1)(c). 

o This may include informational pamphlets, public workshops, mailing campaigns, 
curbside hang tags, informative webpages, or other outreach efforts. 

• An estimate of funding needed to implement the requirements of this chapter - RCW 
70A.224.020(1)(e) (See comment 4A). 

o This estimate shall include a budget reserve for disposal of contaminated oil 
detected at any public used oil collection site administered by the local 
government. 

Refer to the Thurston County HWMP 2014, page I-24 for a good starting point for some of the 
bulleted items above as well as other sections of the Plan. 

Concur with comment.  
Additional information 
and language added in 
Sections 1.6, 4.4.2, 4.4.4, 
5.3.1, and 5.3.2. 
 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.224.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.360
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.224
https://app.box.com/s/qvkauhfsgzb01b76xmaage8as096bzhs
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2A 4.3.1 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Inventory 

 

Hazardous Waste Inventory 

Generators of Hazardous Waste - RCW 70A.300.350(1)(c) 

Update this section to break out the number of generators by generator category. For example, X 
small quantity generators, X medium quantity generators, and X large quantity generators. 

Since Small Quantity Generators (SQGs) are not required to register with the State of Washington, 
it is important to note that not all SQGs found in your jurisdiction will be listed in this inventory. It 
is recommended that you note this in this section, and point to 4.3.2 as a better estimate for SQGs. 

Hazardous Waste Services (Transporters and Facilities) - RCW 70A.300.350(1)(c) 

Update the Hazardous Waste Services (Transporters and Facilities) section to separate the 
inventory of transporters and facilities managing hazardous waste (also see comment 8B). Per 
Ecology’s records, Thurston County has no facilities managing hazardous waste. Also provide a link 
to Ecology’s Hazardous waste service providers webpage. This list is not exhaustive. Suggested 
language and section formatting would be: 

Facilities Managing Hazardous Waste 

Ecology records show there are no State regulated Treatment, Storage, and Disposal facilities 
managing hazardous waste in Thurston County. There are multiple private facilities that operate in 
the State of Washington. Ecology provided a list of these facilities on their Hazardous waste service 
providers webpage. This list is not exhaustive. 

Concur with comment.  
Changes made to Section 
4.3.1. 

4A 5.3.2 Thurston 
County 
Department of 
Public Works – 
Solid Waste 
Division 

 

Financing of the program 

Include the following required financing elements for plan approval: 

• All MRW program expenses, including education and outreach, and annual disposal costs - 
Required by Guidelines 

o Recommended way to fulfill the requirement: Expand table 5-1 to cover all MRW 
program expenses, not just HazoHouse, and clarify exactly what is covered in the 
table. Explain items in more detail such as professional services, interfund services 
and funds transferred out to environmental health. Do these occur annually? This 
could be done by breaking the items out further in Table 5-1 and labeling with the 
purpose of the funds and/or including discussion within the text. 

• Percentage of tipping fees to fund programs - Required by Guidelines 

o As an example, refer to the Thurston County HWMP 2014, pages D-2 through D-5. 

Concur with comment.  
Changes made to Section 
5.3.2. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/1007006.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/1007006.html
https://app.box.com/s/qvkauhfsgzb01b76xmaage8as096bzhs
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• An estimate of funding needed to implement the requirements of the used oil chapter - 
RCW 70A.224.020(1)(e). (See comment 1A). 

o This estimate shall include a budget reserve for disposal of contaminated oil 
detected at any public used oil collection site administered by the local government. 

5A Appendix E. 
SEPA Checklist 

SEPA Documents 

Include the final SEPA documents when submitting the final Plan: 

• Checklist 

• Determination of non-significance 

Comment acknowledged. 
SEPA documents 
included in Appendix E. 

Back to Top
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Section B: Recommended revisions  

 

Comment 
Number 

 

Plan section 

 

Comment 

Thurston County 
Response 

Include section & 
page #s if applicable 

1B Wherever 
relevant within 
the Plan, or 
4.4.2 Collection 
Programs 

Motor oil - Chapters 70A.224 and 43.21A RCW: Used oil and PCB BMPs (best management 
practices)  

The Plan mentions what collection sites manage used oil but does not mention best management 
practices within those processes. Update Plan to incorporate best management practices language 
for used oil. This can be found through Ecology’s Public Used Oil Collection - Focus on Reducing 
PCB Contamination. 

Concur with comment.  
Language added to note 
that the County utilizes 
the BMP’s listed in the 
Ecology’s focus sheet.  
Focus sheet link added.  

2B 1.6 Required 
HWMP Element 

Local Solid Waste Financial Assistance (LSWFA) program and Hazardous Waste Management 
Plan (HWMP) reference 

This reference is technically true, though for HWMPs, there is technically no timeline to have a 
HWMP updated besides “from time to time” per RCW 70A.300.350(6). 

Required HWMP Element 

Add “Used Oil Education and Collection” or “Used Oil Element” (see comment 1A). 

Concur with comment.  
Added a bullet to note 
the required Used Oil 
Elements and associated 
regulatory statutes. 

3B 4.2.1 Definitions 
 

Extremely Hazardous Waste Accumulation Limit for SQGs 

The Plan states 22 lbs., but it is 2.2 lbs., which is the same as the monthly quantity exclusion limit.  

Hazardous Household Substance List and SQGs 

The Hazardous Household Substance list is not exhaustive but is meant as a starting point for local 
governments to identify household products which may pose public health or environmental risks 
in the planning area. Items listed have at least one hazardous property such as flammable, toxic, 
corrosive, or reactive. The way this section addresses small quantity generator (SQG) waste 
insinuates that waste from an SQG is only considered MRW if it is something on the hazardous 
household substances list. SQGs are required to designate their waste (the legal process to 
determine if it is dangerous waste). If through the designation process, they determine it is 
dangerous waste, then it would also be MRW (regardless of whether it is included on the 
household hazardous substances list). Update this definition section for SQGs with the following 

Concur with comment.  
Language modified as 
requested. 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507010.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/SummaryPages/2507010.html
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
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suggested language: 

Small Quantity Generators 

Many businesses and institutions produce small quantities of dangerous wastes. To be a Small 
Quantity Generator, a business or institution produces dangerous waste at rates of less than 220 
pounds per month or per batch (or 2.2 pounds per month of extremely hazardous waste) and 
accumulate less than 2,200 pounds of hazardous waste (or 2.2 pounds of extremely hazardous 
waste) on site. Extremely hazardous wastes include certain pesticides and other poisons that are 
more toxic and pose greater risks than other MRW. Businesses and institutions that meet these 
conditions are SQGs and are subject to fewer state and federal regulations. However, they still 
must follow the Dangerous Waste Regulations, for example they are still required to: 

• Designate waste promptly at the point of generation 

• Count dangerous waste and determine generator category.  

• Manage dangerous waste safely. 

• Ensure dangerous waste delivery to an approved facility. 

• Submit an annual report and notifying of treatment activities (if assigned an active 
EPA/State ID Number). 

4B 4.2.1 Definitions 
 

Household Hazardous Waste List 

Update the table with Ecology’s most recent version of the Household Hazardous Waste List. 
Adding some clarifying language around the household hazardous waste list such as:  

“The Hazardous Household Substance list is not exhaustive but is meant as a starting point for local 
governments to identify household products which may pose public health or environmental risks 
in the planning area. Items listed have at least one hazardous property such as flammable, toxic, 
corrosive, reactive, or radioactive.” 

Concur with comment.  
Table updated to most 
recent version of the 
Household Hazardous 
Waste List.  Clarifying 
language added. 

5B 4.3 Moderate-
Risk Waste 
Generation 

RCW 70A.300(1)(a) reference 

Update this reference to RCW 70A.300.350(1)(a). It was recodified in 2020. 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

6B 4.3.1 Hazardous 
Waste Inventory 

Zone Designations RCW reference 

Update this reference to RCW 70A.300.370. It was recodified in 2020. 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

https://app.box.com/s/twug0w9ozk1j98cx3n90e2coigjg6gdq
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.370
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7B 4.3.1 Hazardous 
Waste Inventory 
 

Hazardous Waste Inventory  

Generators of Hazardous Waste - RCW 70A.300.350(1)(c) 

Include a link to the ECY Hazardous Waste Facilities Search Tool. This is a tool that can provide 
further information on generators within the county and the waste they produce. 

Hazardous Waste Services (Transporters and Facilities) - RCW 70A.300.350(1)(c) 

Update the Hazardous Waste Services (Transporters and Facilities) section to separate the 
inventory of transporters and facilities managing hazardous waste. The transporter section could 
discuss what transporters the county uses and include a link to Ecology’s Ecology’s Waste service 
providers webpage. See suggested language and formatting below: 

Transporter(s) 
Multiple private companies in and out of the state provide transportation and disposal services for 
a wide range of materials. A current list of these companies can be found on Ecology’s Waste 
service providers webpage. This list is not exhaustive, and an online search could find other 
hazardous waste service providers. Thurston County contracts with the following transporters for 
MRW collection: Transporter 1, and Transporter 2. 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

8B 4.4.5 Business 
Pollution 
Prevention 

Business Pollution Prevention 

The Plan states that, “Thurston County provides pollution prevention assistance”, specify 
somewhere within this section that the Health Department (or whoever relevant) preforms this 
work. 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

9B 4.4.6 
Compliance and 
Enforcement 

Compliance and Enforcement 

To understand compliance and enforcement, please explain in more detail what compliance issues, 
such as complaints and other problems the Health Department responds to. What work does LSWFA 
fund within the Health Department? 

Comment 
acknowledged.  Added 
information to Section 
4.4.6 directing the reader 
to additional information 
located in Section 5.3.1. 

 
5.3.2 Thurston 
County 
Department of 
Public Works – 
Solid Waste 
Division 

Financing the Program 

The Plan states in 5.3.2, “The difference between revenues and expenditures is funded through 
solid waste tipping fees collected at the County-owned sites.” It is recommended to add tipping 
fees to Table 5-1 for more clarity. As an example, refer to the Thurston County HWMP 2014, pages 
D-2 through D-5. 

Comment 
acknowledged. Per 
conversation with 
Ecology 4/18, addressed 
mandatory changes to 
Table 5-1 (see comment 
4A).   

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/hwsearch/SiteSearch.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider#choose
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider#choose
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider#choose
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/guidance-technical-assistance/dangerous-waste-guidance/dispose-recycle-or-treat/hazardous-waste-service-provider#choose
https://app.box.com/s/qvkauhfsgzb01b76xmaage8as096bzhs
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10B 5.3.4 
Washington 
State 
Department of 
Ecology 

Updating local HWMP 

The Plan states, “Washington State law requires local governments to have a HWMP and keep it 
up to date” Update with the following language per RCW 70A.300.350(6): “Washington State law 
requires local governments to have a HWMP and update it from time to time.” 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

11B 5.3.4 
Washington 
State 
Department of 
Ecology 

Ecology’s Solid Waste and Financial Assurance Program reference 

LSWFA is administered by Ecology’s Solid Waste Management Program, update accordingly. If this 
reference isn’t regarding LSWFA, please clarify what this pertains to. 

Concur with comment.  
Change made to Plan. 

 

Back to Top

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.300.350
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Section C: Minor edits  

 

Comment  

Number 

 

Plan section 

 

Comment 

Thurston County 
Response 

Include section & 
page #s if applicable 

1C 1.4.1 Thurston 
County Solid 
Waste 
Advisory 
Committee 

SWAC member name update 

Update Christine to Christina. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

2C 1.10.2 
Washington 
State 
Regulations 

CHILDRENS SAFE PRODUCTS ACT – RCW 70A.430 

Update CHILDRENS should be CHILDREN’S. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

3C 1.10.3 County 
Code and 
Regulations 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Ordinance – Thurston County Code Chapter 15.07 

The Plan states, “The Stormwater Pollution Prevention Ordinance is designed to protect the 
County’s surface waste and groundwater quality.” Should this be water instead of waste? Update 
accordingly or disregard. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

4C 2.3.1 Thurston 
County Waste 
Characterizati
on Study 

Drop-box facilities (Rainier and Rochester self-haul 

The third bullet in this section states, “Drop-box facilities (Rainier and Rochester self-haul" the “)” 
is missing and the formatting should be adjusted. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

5C 4.2.1 
Definitions 

 

Small Quantity Generator Waste 

The Plan states, “Many businesses and institutions produce small quantities of hazardous wastes; 
the list is the same as for HHW (refer to Table 41.” “)” is missing from “refer to Table 41.” 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

6C 4.4.3 
Processing, 
Transport, and 
Disposal 

Processing, Transport, and Disposal 

The Plan states “MRW has traditionally been processed, transported, and disposed of through the 
HazoHouse facility, located at the WARC, for recycling or disposal according to its Washinton State 
Department of Transportation hazard classification (flammable, toxic, acid, corrosive, or reactive).” 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.430
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 The “g” is missing in Washington, update accordingly. 

7C 4.4.4 
Household 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Education 

Household Hazardous Waste Education 

The Plan states “These programs are funded with tipping fees with the goal to reduce residents’ 
use of hazardous products and promote that hazardous products which cannot be reduced are 
property used, stored, and handled. Thurston County staff conduct the following projects to 
educate residents regarding HHW:” “Property” should be “properly”, update accordingly. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

8C 5.3.4 
Washington 
State 
Department of 
Ecology 

Washington State Department of Ecology 

The Plan states “While Washington State law assigns primary responsibility for managing waste 
generators, remedial action sites, transporters, and facilities the recycle, treat, store and/or 
dispose of hazardous waste.” “The” should be “that”, update accordingly. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan. 

9C 7.1 Strategy 
Analysis 

 

How can people and the environment be better protected from hazardous materials? 

Under Recommended Strategies, Program 3, the Plan states “Implement strategic education and 
outreach programs for household and SQGs that promote choosing safer alternatives, safe use and 
storage, and safe disposal.” “Household” should be “households”, update accordingly. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan in 
Section 6.1. 

10C 7.1 Strategy 
Analysis 

 

What options exist for strategic partnerships and collaboration? 

In the first paragraph, the Plan states “Thurston County is an active member of the Washington 
State Association of Counties and affiliate groups including the Washington State Association of 
Local Public Health Official and the Washington State Association of County Solid Waste 
Managers.” “Official” should be “Officials”, update accordingly. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan in 
Section 6.1. 

11C 7.1 Strategy 
Analysis 

What additional funding will be necessary to ensure the MRW management system remains 
healthy and vibrant? 

In the second paragraph, the Plan states “As new programs or facility are implemented, additional 
funding may be necessary to ensure that the MRW management system remains healthy and 
vibrant with adequate staffing provided for program implementation.” “Facility” should be 
“facilities”, update accordingly. 

 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan in 
Section 6.1. 
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12C 7.2 
Recommended 
Strategies, 
Implementation 
Schedule, and 
Budget 

Error! Reference source not found 

Correct reference. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan in 
Section 6.2. 

13C 7.2 
Recommended 
Strategies, 
Implementation 
Schedule, and 
Budget 

Program 5 

Remove the extra “.” at the end of the recommendation. 

Concur with comment. 
Change made to Plan in 
Section 6.2. 

Additional Comments Received 

SEPA 
SEPA Checklist 
(Appendix E) 

1. We would recommend revisiting the non-project form (pages 15-16) to determine if there 
are specific recommendations in the plan that can be listed as proposed measures to 
reduce/respond to impacts that may result from plan implementation. The plan may not 
have or reduce impacts, but the actions in the plan do. If specific actions mitigate risk of 
effects to the environment, those could be called out on the non-project form. I don’t think 
this is a major issue, but just wanted to provide an opportunity for you to supplement the 
existing language. 

2. Typically with non-project determinations we issue, the checklist preparer is the person 
listed in #3 on page 1, and is also the signatory (page 14). So in this case, that should 
probably be PHSS or your consultant. CPED will sign (and issue) the determination.  

 

Concur with comments. 
Language added to specific 
recommendations on pages 
15-16 of the SEPA 
checklist. 
Signatory updated. 

 
 

Back to Top 
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Section D: What to include in your final submittal packet 
 

The items listed below can be uploaded to: Thurston County Box upload folder.  If you have problems using the portal, please contact 
Christina.Kullberg@ecy.wa.gov or by phone at 360-999-3769. 

 
• A transmittal letter formally requesting final Plan review. 

 
• An electronic version of your Plan. Please assemble all required documents into one PDF. 

These documents should include: 
 All SEPA documentation 
 Copies of all interlocal agreements 
 Resolutions of adoption from all participating jurisdictions – New resolutions adopting the final draft of the Plan need to be included in 

your packet. 
 A response summary indicating how you addressed Ecology’s comments and the public comments you received the draft Plan - We 

suggest you include your responses to Ecology’s comments in the table above and add the response summary to the Plan as an 
Appendix. 

 Evidence your SWAC was provided timely opportunity to review and advise upon both the draft and the final submittal of the Thurston 
County HWMP– This could be a letter from SWAC discussing submittal of the plan to Ecology, or meeting notes.  

Back to Top 

https://app.box.com/s/kk8r828ddit00h9g9cclo96osjpe0li0
mailto:ChristinaKullberg@ecy.wa.gov
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HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL RATES
For Small Quantity Generators

Type of Waste					   Cost per Unit
Acids $1.19/lb.
Antifreeze $0.09/lb.
Bases $1.22/lb.
Batteries

Nickel-Cadmium $1.32/lb.
Mercury $3.50/lb.
Lithium $2.25/lb.
Lead Acid No charge

CRTs (TVs and Monitors)* See below
Dental Amalgam Scraps (disinfected) $1.58/lb.
Flammable Acids $2.19/lb.
Flammable Bases $2.26/lb.
Flammable Gases (other than propane) $1.36/lb.
Flammable Liquids/Fuels (gasoline, misc. flammable liquids) $0.28/lb.
Flammable Solids $7.75/lb.

5 Gallon Drum $80/drum
Fluorescent Bulbs

Fluorescent Tubes $0.12/ft.
Compact Fluorescent Lamps $1.20 ea.
HID Lamps <3” $2.50 ea.
HID Lamps >3” $3.00 ea.
4’ Storage Cartons $4.75 ea.
8’ Storage Cartons $9.50 ea.

Non-Regulated Materials $0.26/lb.
Oxidizers $2.10/lb.
Paint-Related Materials $0.77/lb.
Petroleum-Contaminated Soils $0.26/lb.
Propane Tanks - 1 to 5 Gallon Gas Grill-Sized No charge
Toxic Liquids $1.53/lb.
Toxic Solids $1.58/lb.
Used Oil No charge
Used Oil – Contaminated $0.30/lb.
Used Oil Filters $0.90/lb.
Water Contaminated with Oil $0.18/lb.
Overpack Drum – 85 Gallon Metal $60.00
Overpack Drum – 95 Gallon Plastic $200.00
Overpack Drum – 55 Gallon Metal $23.00
Overpack Drum – 55 Gallon Plastic $70.00
X-Ray and Photo Fixer (used, containing silver) No charge

Note: SQG hazardous waste disposal fees were established in 2003 under TC Resolution 13010, which updated Thurston 
County Code Section 8.12.030.

* CRTs are not accepted at HazoHouse.  Televisions, desktop computers, monitors, laptops, and e-readers can be taken 
to the Goodwill Olympia Outlet store at 4014 Martin Way E and be disposed of free-of-charge. Call (360) 456-2484 for 
additional information.  Additional information on E-cycle Washington:  ecyclewashington.org 
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