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Sustainable Thurston 
12

Protect and improve water quality, 
including groundwater, rivers, streams, 
lakes and Puget Sound.

Ensure that the region’s water supply 
sustains people in perpetuity while 
protecting the environment.

Move toward a carbon-neutral 
community.

First Action Step:                                 
Find resources for climate action 
planning



Adaptation
addresses the 

impacts

Adjusting to actual or expected future climate and  
changing conditions

• Actions that include:

• Avoiding Hazards

• Reducing vulnerability

• Increasing community strength and resilience

How much we need to adapt will be determined by 
how our emissions continue and how exactly our 
climate responds to those emissions



Overview

• Funds:

• Purpose: 

• Project Area:

• Policies: 
91 actions

…



Plan Actions

25 priority actions 

Examples:

• Action G-01:

• Action T-01: 

• Action T-05:



Mitigation
addresses the 

cause

Mitigating the effects of climate change by 
reducing human output of heat trapping gases 
into the atmosphere

• Actions that include:

• Reducing the sources of these gases

• Reducing demand

• Enhancing the sinks or sequestration that store 
these gases

The goal is to avoid significant human disruptions to 
the climate system to stabilize greenhouse gas levels 
in a timeframe sufficient to allow ecosystems to 
adapt naturally to climate change



Overview of Phases 1&2



Phase 1 Overview

• Phase 1 of entailed:



Comparison of Per Capita Emissions for 
Northwest Communities
From Thurston Climate Action Team, August 2018
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Source of Emissions (2016) 
for Thurston County, Lacey, Olympia, & Tumwater
From Thurston Climate Action Team, August 2018
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Adopted Emissions Targets
Thurston County, Lacey, Olympia & Tumwater

• Reduction Targets:

• 2015 Baseline:
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Phase 2 - Overview

• Steps:

• Eliciting public input and drafting actions

• Assessing actions’ cumulative impact quantitatively

• Identifying leads, partners, and funding sources for actions

• Creating an implementation strategy for each jurisdiction   
(interjurisdictional and jurisdictional actions) 

• Action Examples:

• Improving building energy efficiency

• Boosting wind, solar and other “clean” power generation

• Protecting and enhancing forests and “carbon sinks”

• Creating local green jobs (e.g., servicing solar panels)

• Increasing transportation alternatives (transit, EVs, etc.)



Process
Overview



Public Engagement Strategy – Focus on Inclusivity

2 Project kick-off 
workshops -
background 
information 

sharing

2 Communitywide 
open houses –

gathering 
community input

Online survey Multimedia 
engagement tools

Community 
festival 

information booth



Major 
Tasks Evaluate 

Emissions 
Inventory

Supplement 
existing 
mitigation 
actions

1 Buildings and 
Energy

2 Transportation 
and Landuse

3 Agriculture and 
Forestry

4 Water and 
Waste

5 Cross-Cutting 
Actions

Perform 
quantitative 
and 
qualitative 
analysis of 
actions

Multi-Criteria Analysis

•Effectiveness and impact

•Estimated cost

•Realization of co-benefits

•Feasibility

•Urgency

Scenario Planning 
(Wedge Analysis)

Define and 
plan 
community 
actions

Develop 
implementation 
strategies

Create 
monitoring 
and 
reporting 
framework



Transportation

• Action Examples:

• Shift the share of SOV trips to transit, 
walking, bicycling, carpooling, telework, 
compressed work week

• Prohibit vehicle idling
• Transition public fleets to cleaner, energy-

efficient vehicles
• Update development codes to require 

vehicle charging infrastructure in new 
construction

• Implement congestion pricing in the 
Pierce/Thurston I-5 Corridor



Project Website – www.trpc.org/climate

Project Lead:
Allison Osterberg, osterberga@trpc.org


