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CITY COUNCIL MEETING REGULAR SESSION 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas 

MINUTES  

BE IT KNOWN that the City Council of the City of Sweeny met in Regular Session on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 
6:00 PM. at City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas with the following agenda.  
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Mayor called the meeting to order at 6 PM.  
Neal Bess Jr., Reese Cook, Brian Brooks, and Caniel “Shaun” Massey were present.  John Rambo was 
absent.  
 
PLEDGES & INVOCATION 
Pledges were led by Councilman Bess. 
Invocation was given by Attorney Stevenson.  
 
CEREMONIAL PRESENTATIONS 

1. Sweeny Beautification Committee's Yard of the Month 
Mayor Hopkins stated the Yard of the Month was Patricia Hanks at 315 Harlem.  

 
2. Proclamation(s): Women's History Month 

                           National Vietnam War Veterans Day 
Mayor stated the proclamations will be signed and hung in the foyer of City Hall, proclaiming March 2025 
as Women’s History Month and March 29th to be National Vietnam War Veteran’s Day.  
 
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL 
Ms. Leigh Ann Thornton, 702 Avenue B, gave an update of progress since the last meeting.  She 
expressed her appreciation to Councilmen Bess, Brooks, and Massey, and Mr. Jordan for reaching out 
personally. The BAAB board met and voted in favor of running the shelter once built.  She has reached 
out to a 501C3 attorney and they have submitted applications with the State, IRS, and Department of 
Justice. Official filing, EIN number, and their bi-laws have been established.  They are in the final stages 
and expect completion of the 501C3 status within the next few weeks.  They have secured a website 
domain, BAAB.org. They will be eligible for opportunities such as grants, rescue organizations, and 
private donors, once 501C3 status is verified.  They have partnered with Marsh Vet clinic for all animals 
to be spayed, vaccinated, and microchipped before being placed for adoption. They are requesting the 
$50,000.00 donation be used on the new facility.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Minutes: Special Session, January 23, 2025 
Mayor asked for a motion to approve the Special Session minutes of the January 23, 2025 meeting.  
Neal Bess Jr. stated so moved.  Second by Brian Brooks.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 
4. Financial Statements   
 
5. Personnel Status – Information Only 
 
6. Project Status Report  
 
7. Critical Equipment Report; Generator Hourly Activated Self Test Report 
 
8. FY 2024/2025 Investment Report; 1st Quarter (October-December 2024)  
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Mayor Hopkins asked for a motion to approve of the FY 2024/2025 Investment Report; 1st Quarter 
spanning October thru December 2024.  Shuan Massey moved to approve.   Seconded by Reese Cook. 
Reese Cook, Shaun Massey, and Brian Brooks approved.  Neal Bess Jr. abstained.  Motion carried.  
 
REGULAR AGENDA 

9. Discussion and possible action on a request from Sweeny Beautification Committee to close a 
portion of Ashley Wilson Road during the Pride Day festivities. 

Shaun Massey motioned to table this agenda item until after Beautification meets with the Fire 
Department and Police Chief.  Reese Cook seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 
10. Discussion and possible action to variance request for the 2025 Pride Day festivities, Ord. 

§113.04, Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places; Sweeny 
Beautification Committee 

Council discussed.  Mayor asked if Council wanted to table or move forward with the recommended 
action to approve a variance to ordinance §113.04, allowing alcohol at the Sweeny Pride Day festivities 
on May 2nd & 3rd, 2025 within the areas depicted on map submitted by Sweeny Beautification Committee, 
and in the interest of safety, restricting public vehicle access within the boundaries.  
Neal Bess Jr. moved to allow it. Shaun Massey seconded.     
Discussion: Councilman Massey does not agree with the restriction of the golf carts.   Mayor stated they 
need to present options and have someone here from their group.  
Council discussed amending the previous motion.   
 
Shaun Massey motioned to amend the motion to allow alcohol for Sweeny Pride Day festivities on May 
2nd & May 3rd, but remove the restriction of public vehicles access within the boundaries. Brian Brooks 
seconded.  Brian Brooks, Shaun Massey, and Neal Bess Jr. were in favor. Reese Cook opposed. Motion 
carried.  
Council voted on the original motion as amended by the second (Massey’s), on the variance to allow 
alcohol at the 2025 Pride Day festivities. 
Neal Bess Jr. and Shuan Massey voted in favor.  Reese Cook and Brian Brooks opposed.  Mayor voted 
in favor to allow, breaking the tie. 
Amended motion passes to allow alcohol only.  
 

11. Discussion and possible action to animal shelter proposed plan.  
City Manager has developed a proposal to build a new shelter at the current location and complete an 
agreement with BAAB.  City would upgrade the original City shelter.  The upgraded original shelter would 
keep the animals the required amount of time then transfer to BAAB. BAAB would rent the land and 
facility for $1.00 per year.  They would be responsible for maintenance on their facility.   
Shaun Massey motioned to approve the proposed animal shelter allowing the City Manager to proceed in 
moving forward with the renovation and construction process and establish a rental agreement with 
BAAB. Seconded by Neal Bess Jr.  
Discussion: Attorney Stevenson stated he will need the 501C3 documents to review. He will complete 
the agreement and submit to Council for review prior to presenting to BAAB.   
Neal Bess Jr., Reese Cook, Brian Brooks, and Shaun Massey were in favor.  Motion carried.  

 
12. Discussion and possible action to approve Ordinance 25-102, establishing the fee schedule for 

the City of Sweeny.  
Mayor Hopkins asked for a motion to approve Ordinance 25-102, establishing the fee schedule for the 
City of Sweeny.  Brian Brooks stated so moved. Neal Bess Jr. seconded.   
Neal Bess Jr., Reese Cook, and Brian Brooks were in favor.  Shaun Massey opposed.  Motion carried.  

 
13. Discussion and possible action on review of the City Charter by City Council.   



 
 

 
102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd. • PO Box 248 • Sweeny, Texas 77480 • P: (979) 548-3321 • F: (979) 548-7745 

Councilman Cook presented Council with items for concern within the Charter. Council discussed and 
will review the presented.  Attorney Stevenson was requested to give his opinion on the presetned.  
Discussion only; no action. 
 
ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 
Neal Bess Jr. stated he has received several complaints about cats from store owners. Chief Caudle 
stated that we do not have the facilities to keep cats, but some have gone to the SPCA.  Leigh Ann 
Thornton stated they will be able to help with cats (BAAB) in the near future. 
Brian Brooks stated he has received concerns on the Better Buddy gas station.  
City Manager reminded Council of the Special Workshop on 03/08/2025. 
 
ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION 
Mayor Hopkins adjourned the meeting at 7:12 PM.  
 
Exhibit A Attached; Agenda Item No. 13; Presented by Councilman Cook 

Financial Statements are on file with the City Secretary’s Office.  

Staff and Boards Present 
City Manager, David Jordan 
Chief of Police, Brad Caudle 
Director of Public Works, Terrence Bell 
City Secretary, Kaydi Smith 
 
 
 

Passed and approved this ______ day of ________________, 2025. 

 

_____________________________ 
Kaydi Smith -- City Secretary  

 



Exhibit A






