SECTION 4 EXTERIOR WALL COVERING, TRIM, AND ORNAMENTATION.
4.1 Exterior Wall Covering, Trim, and Ornamentation - Standards

1) Preserve and maintain existing original exterior wall covering, trim, ornamentation,
and other original decorative elements.

2) Preserve and repair original elements wherever possible. Use preservation
techniques which encourage repair, such as epoxies, splicing, and patching where
applicable, rather than wholesale replacement.

3) Replace historic elements only where the original is too deteriorated to repair. If
replacement is necessary and justifiable, use new replacement elements that match the
original as closely as possible in all properties - shape, profile, texture, and detailing.

4) Prepare surfaces for painting using the gentlest means possible. Low-pressure
power washing should be used only after a test panel of washing has been performed
by the contractor and reviewed by the owner for excessive damage. Sand blasting and
high- pressure water blasting are not appropriate treatments.

5) The use of synthetic or pressed wood, vinyl, cement composite, or
aluminum siding is not appropriate on buildings which contribute to the character of the
historic district (refer to the Synthetic Siding Policy). The SHPC may allow replacement
of existing synthetic siding with new synthetic siding if the proposed replacement will be
more in keeping with the original appearance of the structure. NOTE:
Artificial siding with a heavy wood grain will not be permitted.

6) Remove synthetic siding from existing contributing buildings wherever possible.
Remove in the gentlest possible manner to avoid damage to the wood below.

4.2 Synthetic Siding Policy

The use of synthetic siding materials is not permitted within the historic district.
Modern synthetic or substitute materials such as vinyl, aluminum, pressed wood, or
cement products shall not be used to cover or replace wood siding on structures that
contribute to the character of the historic district, or on new structures. The appearance,
surface textures, details, and other key visual characteristics of synthetic sidings are not
appropriate in the district.

In the case of structures that are presently covered with synthetic siding, the
Swansboro Historic Preservation Commission may allow for a change to another
synthetic siding if the proposed new siding is more in keeping with the original
appearance of the structure or the character of the district. In an effort to prevent the
removal or damage of architectural details, the SHPC may specify which areas of the
structure shall be covered with synthetic siding products as a condition of approval.

Synthetic siding products have a number of potential drawbacks, which far outweigh
their benefits, including the following:

-The application of artificial siding over wood may cause moisture retention and
eventual deterioration;



-The insulation value of artificial siding and materials applied behind the siding is often
overrated and of minimal value;

-Artificial siding may cause house fires to burn longer and hotter, and may make fire
extinguishing more difficult;

-Techniques used in the installation of artificial siding are likely to cause damage to
the original siding and trim underneath, including leakage of water through improperly
detailed or uncaulked joints;

-Artificial siding prevents the detection of deterioration of original wood elements that
are hidden from view.

(Ord. 2005-03, passed 3-15-2005; Am. Ord. 2021-03, passed 5-24-2021)

SECTION 5: WINDOWS AND DOORS.
5.1 Windows and Doors - Standards

1) Retain and preserve historic windows and doors, including all significant related
elements such as frames, sashes, shutters, hardware, old glass, sills, and moldings.

2) Repair existing historic windows and doors where possible, rather than replacing
entire window or door units. Use techniques such as wood epoxies and wood patches
to repair and strengthen deteriorated wood elements. Replace only those elements that
cannot be repaired.

3) Use replacement windows and doors that match the existing historic elements as
closely as possible. If replacement windows or doors are required, consider first
replacing only the deteriorated element, such as a single sash or door, rather than the
entire frame or unit. Any new replacements shall match the original in all
dimensions and detailing as closely as possible.

4) Use storm windows to improve energy efficiency where needed. New storm units
should have a baked-on paint finish compatible with the color of the house. Unpainted
aluminum is not appropriate. Storm windows for double-hung sashes shall have
horizontal dividers that are in alignment with the horizontal meeting rails or the original
upper and lower sashes. Storm windows are usually a “minor works” item.

5) Replacement of historic windows and doors for the sole purpose of improved
thermal performance is not appropriate. Storm windows and doors should be used.

6) Tinted glass is not appropriate in the historic district in any area visible from the
public view. Energy-saving or “low-E” glass may be used only if it is not tinted.

7) False muntins or snap-in grilles are not appropriate for windows visible from public
view. New thermal-pane windows must match the original windows in overall
size and opening area. New windows should have either true divided lights or three-
dimensional grilles on both the interior and exterior of the window. Standard thermal-
pane windows will be permitted on the rear or other areas not visible from the public



view. Existing original frames should be retained and reused with the addition of new
siding tracks to hold the replacement sashes.

8) Use storm doors to improve energy efficiency where needed. New
storm doors should be compatible with the original exterior doors and with the
style and period of the structure. Wood storm doors of the full-view or large single-pane
type are most appropriate because they do not obscure the original door. Louvered
wood doors are also appropriate. Metal storm doors should be the full-view
type and have a baked-on enamel paint finish in a color that is compatible with the
colors of the structure. Standard or non-historic storm doors are appropriate only on the
rear or other area not visible from public view. Screen doors should be appropriate for
the period and style of the structure.

9) Preserve and repair original or historic shutters, or replace in-kind. It is appropriate
to add louvered shutters to a historic structure if there is evidence that it once had
blinds. All new shutters shall be of wood, and installed so that they will fit
the window frame opening when closed and shall be of the correct proportions for
each window. New blinds shall be provided with operable hardware, consisting of
hinges, pintles, and holdbacks located in the appropriate position. Shutters made of
synthetic or substitute materials, such as vinyl, are not appropriate.

10) Original or historic windows or doors and their related frames and trim shall not
be altered or removed on the main facades visible from the public view unless this
action is part of a documented restoration to an earlier appearance.

11) New windows and doors should not be added to the primary facades or front
elevation, and are usually not appropriate on any other area seen from the public view.
New window and door openings shall not alter the historic character of the building nor
cause damage to historic materials or other significant architectural features. They must
be detailed and sized to be compatible with the existing structure.

(Ord. 2005-03, passed 3-15-2005; Am. Ord. 2021-03, passed 5-24-2021)



