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PILLAGE &
PLUNDER

SWANSBORO

The boom of cannon fire reverberates across downtown Swansboro as pirates
invade Front Street during PirateFest each May. While musical group The
Motley Tones roams the event, singing sea shanties, the MEKA /I, a replica of
a 17th-century pirate brigantine, patrols the harbor, Anywhere from 3,000 to
6,000 can watch aphed d-fighting i

or learn to fight with a cutlass, tie knots, or fish using 18th-century methods.
Kids shoot a cannon — with a foam ball — or complete a scavenger hunt

for prizes like pirate treasure. “It’s such an interactive event,” Anna Stanley,
director for Swansboro Parks and Recreation, says of the joint effort between
the city and Onslow County Parks and Recreation, which created PirateFest.

“I love seeing everybody dressed up and having fun."

At PirateFest each year,
Capt. Horatio Sinbad —

who has lived aboard his
54-foot brigantine, MEKA /I
(opposite), continuously for
more than 50 years — leads
a mockattack on Swansboro.
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Benefits to the Town

- Significant growth in attendance-reflects community’'s and the
events' appeal, drawing residents and visitors to downtown

« Collaborative effort and shared resources-this partnership
minimizes the financial burden on the town while maximizing
community benefits

« Strengthening community identify and engagement

» Economicimpact

Tourism Related Impacts =~ 2022 2023 2024

Attendance 4,000 7,100 6,100
Overnight Stays -pd by County 13 12 98
Economic Impact-Day $23,250.00 $41,268.75 $35,456.25

Economic Impact-Overnight  $2,509.00 $2,316.00 $18,914.00
Economic Impact-total $25,759.00 $43,584.75 $54,370.25
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