




137 Front Street {The Mercantile retail/former Jim Canady Fish House) 

Front Door Replacement 

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

(Revised 9/10/26) 

Change: Replacement of the front door. 

Reason for the change: The door had deteriorated to the extent that its condition was 

poor, and it could not be closed securely. (The tenant was informed by both the 

Swansboro Police Dept. and the owner of Poor Man's Hole [who had been made aware 

of it by someone else] that the door was not closed during non-business hours.) The 

areas of significant deterioration were in 2 locations, as follows: There was 

deterioration that resulted in a crack across the center of the door and through the 

door knob hole, and the door was also rotting at its bottom as a result of exposure to 

weather in the absence of an overhang, an in particular, due to rain splashing from the 

sidewalk. 

New door: French-style 15-lite wood door with glass lites. 6' 7" tall, 3' wide, 1-3/4" 

thick. Top rail 4" wide, stiles 4" wide, bottom rail 8-1/2" wide. (purchased at a cost of 

$340) 

French or French-style doors used in the downtown and/or Historic District: The 

Social 1931 coffee shop [Dorothy Sanders Cafe] on Front St., Jess' Boutique [former First 

Baptist Church] at the corner of Main St. & Water St., Dini's Martinis & Desserts on 

Front St., Bake Bottle & Brew on Front St., and Rocket Fizz on Church St..) 

Old door that was replaced: Craftsman multi-lite (recalled as being 6 lites) wood door 

with the glass lites in the upper portion of the door. That door had replaced a similar 

style door within the past 10-15 years. Although we cannot recall, there may have 

another similar door, or other similar doors, over the years prior to that one. Prior to 

these smaller doors was the large solid wood fish house door that was used when the 

building served as a fish house. The building was eventually re-purposed as a retail 

space, which resulted in the replacement of that large door with a smaller door. That 

door change may have occurred around 1960. We were unable to locate a photo of the 

building with the recently-replaced door. However, we have attached a photograph of 

the larger fish house door as it appeared perhaps during the 1950s (it is unknown 

whether or not the pictured door was the original fish house door dating back to the 

1930s construction of the fish house). 

Current status of the recently-replaced door: The tenant has been carrying it in his 

vehicle. He had intended to discard it, but had not gotten around to doing that. He 

continues to have it in is vehicle. 
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