# Section 12, Item J.
l Barbara Comnes <barbara.co

v

~r

Marijuana dispensary
1 message

Earlara Covanes < - Tue, Mar 24, 2026 at 5:40 P\
To: Dan Riordan <criordan@cityofsuttercreek.org>, Claire Gunselman <cgunselman@cityofsuttercreek.org>,
"sfeisi@cityofsuttercreek.org" <sfeist@cityofsuttercreek.org>

Ce: lswift@cityofsutter.org, "jsierk@cityofsuttercreek.org” <jsierk@cityofsuttercreek.org>

To the Mayor and Members of the City Council:

slfter sttending Embarc’s meeting Sunday, | have given more thought to what a dispensary in Sutter Creek might
mean. [t seems to me that in return for a percentage of Embarc’s revenue, the City would make a number of
significant sacrifices. Consider the following:

s Wouldn’t Sutter Creek sully its very long term reputation as the Jewel of the Mother Lode in taking money
from the sale of drugs that are not only controversial in Sutter Creek, but also still illegal at the federal level
anc in many states?

s Given thal dispensaries are presently illegal in Amador County and all of its cities, including Sutter Creek,
wouldn't & dispensary serving only Sutter Creek’s City coffers not only show disrespect for Amador county’s
citizens, but also be divisive? In Calaveras County, which permits dispensaries, the local added taxes go to
the whole county. This was decided by a vote of the people in Calaveras County, not by a city council or
Doare of Supervisors.

»  Studies have shown that legalization of recreational cannabis has resulted in increased mental illness among
yolih and that today’s potent cannabis in its many forms, including candy-like gummies with high levels of
THC, is harmful especially to young developing brains. Other studies indicate that in communities where
dispensaries have been permitted, use among youth goes up. Wouldn’t a local dispensary, therefore, add to
the health risks already facing our youth?

s 18-year-olds who have medical certification and are still in high school can purchase significantly more
rerjuana products of all sorts in dispensaries, without specification by a doctor, than adults without such
cerufication. Since they are able to legally give away products they purchase, what would keep these teens
frorn giving them to their friends at school?

s Won’t our youth see the hypocrisy of the City permitting a marijuana dispensary and making money from the
sale of such drugs (illegal at the federal level) while their schools and elders tell them to “just say no” to
¢iruge? sn’t this a good recipe for cynicism?

v i spite of harms posed, in partnering with Embarc, the City will effectively join them, to use their CEO’s own
words, " . . . to deliver the kinds of experiences that break down stigma and introduce cannabis to these new
communities.” In other words, the City would partner with Embarc to grow the number of marijuana users in
our city and county. Just considering the increase in DUI arrests related to marijuana since its legalizaticn, do
you! think *hat is a desirable goal?

¢ Emparc representatives have said the company would invest whatever large funds are needed to create a
clisppensary in Sutter Creek that meets their usual security and design standards, even though the dispensary
is described as a “pilot project” for one year. What if the City should decide to pull the plug on the
dispensary? This project also lacks the usual, at times fierce, competitive bidding process. Is the City
prapared to take on the legal challenges these scenarios could represent?

It ie my understanding that presently the City remains solvent and expects this to be the case for the next several
yazrs at least. In the meantime the City is exploring other means for increasing its revenue. The City has met such
crallenges in the past without reliance on these controversial drug sales. | hope you will reject what looks like a
Faustian Bargain.

Regards,

Barbara Coranes
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