


While you must be 21 to purchase marijuana for recreational purposes, California law 

allows 18- to 20-year-olds to purchase and possess marijuana for medicinal purposes with 

a proper recommendation from a doctor, not a prescription, which is currently prohibited. 

Medical recommendations also allow the purchase of more marijuana than the 1-ounce 

recreational limit and provide access to higher dose products as well. 

Additionally, I have learned through my training that people under the influence of 

marijuana are often not the same people who drive under the influence of alcohol, thereby 

increasing the potential threat of impaired drivers to the public. 

By having the City of Sutter Creek and its leadership approve such a business, I believe that 

it sends the wrong message to our young people about the actual dangers of marijuana 

use. How bad could it be if our City Council approved of it? 

It is a fact that marijuana potency today is much stronger than that of the 1960's and 70's. 

For example, in the 1970's marijuana potency averaged between 1 % and 4% according to 

data from the Potency Monitoring Project. The highest THC potencies today consistently 

exceed the 30% mark and the highest up to 35%. 

This new high potency marijuana has led users to experience psychotic episodes, 

permanent psychosis, addiction, and/or dependency. 

In 2025 and 2026, there have been ongoing discussion and advocacy at the state level to 

restrict THC levels in Cannabis flower by capping it at 25% THC and capping marijuana 

concentrates at 60%. To my knowledge this has not been decided upon to date. 

I believe such a business is also contrary to our community character, which is a family 

oriented, traditional small town community image, that we are so proud of and why many 

of us choose to live here and many more visit us every year. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my input on this very important issue for our 

community. 

Sincerely, 

Martin Ryan


