Chapter 2 - Background

Community Vision and Goals

Based upon the results of the community survey, the input of the planning commission, and
citizen feedback at public meetings, the following vision has been identified:

Sumas should be a small rural town that offers a vibrant commercial
district, spacious residential neighborhoods, a variety of outdoor
recreational opportunities, and an industrial base that provides decent
jobs. The community should exhibit self-reliance and the citizens
should have pride in their town.

Several policy objectives have been identified to help the city attain this vision.

* Sumas should protect the natural elements -- the clean air, pure water, and beautiful open
space -- that create the pastoral environment enjoyed by residents.

+ Sumas should protect the residential character that is the essence of a rural town: residents
should have "room to breathe", yet should still be able to walk anywhere in town.

» Sumas should encourage commercial development that provides a benefit to local residents.
Sumas should capitalize upon the large number of “passers-through” in order to support
desirable businesses that would otherwise not survive in such a small town.

« Commercial development should be contained within compact, well-defined areas, both to
minimize the impact on surrounding neighborhoods and to serve patrons conveniently.

+ Sumas should encourage "clean" industrial development in areas separate from residential use.

+ Sumas should enhance the facilities at existing parks and also develop new trail and park
facilities by conversion of land that is unsuitable for development because of flooding.

* Sumas should protect groundwater resources to ensure that potable water meeting the current
high standard and in quantities sufficient to support new growth will continue to be available into
the future.

* Sumas should provide special protection of anadromous fisheries through implementation of the
city’s critical areas regulations and shoreline management master program goals, policies and
regulations.

In addition to the goals set forth above, the planning goals established in the Growth
Management Act (GMA) pursuant to RCW 36.70A.020 are hereby adopted and incorporated by
this reference as planning goals under this comprehensive plan. In addition, the policy of the
Shoreline Management Act established under RCW 90.58.020 is added as one of the GMA
planning goal, without creating any priority order, and is incorporated by this reference into the
Sumas comprehensive plan.
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