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Planning Commission  

Meeting Date: October 19, 2026 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBJECT: Application for a Use Permit Application (Special & Conditional Uses) 

PC2026 – 18 037 18 037  G. Shan 
 Project Information  

Owner / Applicant Tesfalem Tesfamariam 
Location 5388 Cherrywood Drive  
Acreage 0.0800  
Parcel ID 18 037 18 037 
Zoning District Single-family residential (R-1) 

 

SUMMARY:  

The applicant requests Mayor & City Council to grant the special use of Short-term 
lodging—Vacation home facility at 5388 Cherrywood Drive Stone Mountain, GA 30083 (18 
037 18 037). This application is required for properties in the Single-family residential (R-1) 
District, as outlined in Section 5-1.3 of the City of Stone Mountain Code of Ordinances.  

The subject property contains a one-story duplex residential structure constructed in 1986. 
The dwelling is approximately 1,097 square feet and contains two bedrooms and two full 
bathrooms. The applicant proposes a maximum occupancy of four guests and two parking 
spaces available on-site, with an additional two off-street parking spaces.  

ANALYSIS: 

This application was reviewed for compliance in pursuant with Article XVI – Short-Term 
Lodging—Vacation Home Facilities. The applicant has identified two lodging rooms, with 
the smallest bedroom reported at approximately 120 square feet. There will be two 
bathrooms in the dwelling. 

The applicant will need to revise the square footage, as it does not appear to match the size 
shown on the floor plan. The applicant will also need to revise the door opening for 
bathroom 2 as it appears to open where the toilet is located.  

The applicant also proposed a maximum occupancy of four guests with two parking spaces 
available on-site.  
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The applicant has partially addressed the life-safety requirements of Section 16-2.1, 
including smoke detectors, carbon monoxide alarms, and fire extinguishers within the 
dwelling unit. However, it is unclear if each lodging room (guest room) will have a smoke 
alarm and if an accessible fire extinguisher is located within the house. The facility shall 
remain subject to the City's annual inspection and licensing requirements.  

CONCLUSION: 

Based on the submitted application materials and the analysis of the applicable provisions 
of the Stone Mountain Unified Development Ordinance, the Short-term lodging—Vacation 
home facility request partially meets the applicable review criteria. Staff's assessment is 
based on Article XVI. 

STAFF RECOMENDATION: 

Based on the analysis of this application, using the standards and criteria found in Article 
XVI of the UDO, staff recommends APPROVAL with conditions of the Use Permit 
application PC2026 – 18 037 18 307 – 5388 Cherrywood Drive. 

Approved Condition(s) 

• Provide a floor plan that shows smoke alarms in each lodging room and a fire 
extinguisher that is accessible to guests, pursuant to 16-2.1(6) of Article XVI. 

• Revise the square footages of bathrooms 1 and 2. 
• Revise the entrance for bathroom 2. 

Attachments/Exhibits:  

• Attachment 1 – Use Permit Application (Special & Conditional Uses)  

The Planning Commission’s recommendation applies only to the specific application under 
consideration and does not constitute final approval where approval by the Mayor and City 
Council is required. Any subsequent approval does not eliminate the applicant’s obligation 
to obtain all applicable zoning approvals, permits, business licenses, and other required 
authorizations before commencing the proposed use or development. 
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ITEM 6. LETTER OF INTENT: The Letter of Intent should state the requested use permit(s) and should include
factual details about the proposed use(s), such as number and square footages of buildings, number of
residential units, minimum heated floor area of residential units, number of fixed seats in places of worship,
number of employees and beds in assisted living facilities, personal care homes and nursing homes, number
of employees and students in day care facilities, number of classrooms and number of students in schools,
hours of operation, and number and use of playing fields.

ITEM 7. IMPACT Analysis: A written analysis of the impact of the proposal with respect to the criteria listed
in Appendix A - Zoning; Article II - Administration ; Section 2-1.5 Review Standards for Zoning
Proposals.

ITEM 8. DISCLOSURE FORM: If the owner, applicant and/or applicant’s representative has made a campaign
contribution to any member of City Council for $250.00 or more within the past 2 years, Sections 1
through 4 of the Disclosure Form must be completed. If no contributions have been made, No should be
circled and Section 4 of the form completed.

ITEM 9. APPLICATION FEE: A$400application fee shall be paid and canbe processed via a checkmadeout to theCity
of Stone Mountain or a credit card. Credit card payments can be processed at City Hall or via the Credit Card
Authorization Form that is attached to this application.

OTHERDOCUMENTS THATMAYBE REQUIRED:

ITEM 10. DEVELOPMENTOF REGIONAL IMPACT (DRI): The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has
formulated development thresholds as listed below. When a development meets or exceeds the thresholds,
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) shall
review the project concurrently. Applicants shall first file the rezoning/use permit request

with City of Stone Mountain. After the ARC/GRTA findings are complete, the rezoning/use permit will be
placed on the next available agenda. It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact and follow all ARC and
GRTA review procedures. For details visit the ARC at www.atlantaregional.com and GRTA at
www.grta.org/dri/home.htm or call ARC or GRTA at 404-463-3100.

Effective March 1, 2014
DEVELOPMENTSOFREGIONAL IMPACT
Tiers andDevelopment Thresholds

Type of Development MetropolitanRegion

Office Greater than 400,000 gross square feet

Commercial Greater than 300,000 gross square feet

Wholesale & Distribution Greater than gross 500,000 square feet

Hospitals and Health Care Facilities Greater than 300 new beds; or generating more than 375 peak hour
vehicle trips per day

Housing Greater than 400 new lots or units

Industrial Greater than 500,000 gross square feet; or employing more than
1,600 workers; or covering more than 400 acres

Hotels Greater than 400 rooms

Mixed Use Gross square feet greater than 400,000 (with residential units
calculated at either 1,800 square feet per unit or, if applicable, the
minimum square footage allowed by local development regulations);
or covering more than 120 acres; or if any of the individual uses
meets or exceeds a threshold as identified herein

Airports All new airports, runways and runway extensions

Attractions and Recreational Facilities Greater then 1,500 parking spaces or a seating capacity of more than
6,000
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Post Secondary Schools New school with a capacity of more than 2,400 students; or
expansion by at least 25 percent of capacity

Waste Handling Facilities New facility or expansion of use of an existing facility by 50 percent
or more

Quarries, Asphalt and Cement Plants New facility or expansion of existing facility by more than 50 percent

Wastewater Treatment Facilities Newmajor conventional treatment facility or expansion of existing
facility by more than 50 percent; or community septic treatment
facilities exceeding 150,000 gallons per day or serving a
development project that meets or exceeds an applicable threshold
as identified herein

Petroleum Storage Facilities Storage greater than 50,000 barrels if within 1,000 feet of any water
supply; otherwise, storage capacity greater than 200,000 barrels

Water Supply Intakes/Public
Wells/Reservoirs/Treatment Facilities

New facilities

Intermodal Terminals New facilities

Truck Stops A new facility with more than three (3) diesel fuel pumps, or
containing a half acre of truck parking or 10 truck parking spaces

Correctional/Detention Facilities Greater than 300 new beds; or generating more than 375 peak hour
vehicle trips per day

Any other development types not identified
above (includes parking facilities)

1,000 parking spaces or, if available, more than 5,000 daily trips
generated

MEETINGS ANDPUBLICHEARINGS:

A) The Planning Commission (PC) holds a meeting on the third Monday of each month at 6:30 PM at Stone
Mountain City Hall, 875 Main Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083. The Planning Commission makes
recommendations that are forwarded to the Mayor and City Council.

B) City Council holds a public meeting on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Stone Mountain City Hall
located at 875 Main Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083.

C) City Council holds a public hearing on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Stone Mountain City Hall
located at 875 Main Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083.

PUBLICNOTICE:

A) Mayor and City Council (MCC) Public Hearing Notice: Signs posted along the frontages of properties
subject to rezonings and/or use permits notify area residents of the City Council public hearing. Applicants are
required to post signs in conspicuous places along the property’s public street frontage(s) no later than 30 days
before the City Council public hearing. Failure to post the signs properly, in accordance with instructions given to
applicants at the time of filing, will result in delaying action on the petition until the next available appropriate
hearing date. THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO PROPERLY POSTING THESE SIGNS.

If an applicant, prior to advertising, defers a petition, it is the responsibility of the applicant to contact the
City at 770-498-8984 to pick up new signs and re-post the property.

When a petition is continued by City Council, posting an updated sign is not required. However, the date on the
sign must be changed to reflect the continued hearing date.

Within 7 days of City Council final action the applicant shall remove and return the public notice sign to City
Hall, 875 Main Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083. If the sign is not returned, the applicant may be subject to a fee
to cover the cost of replacing the public notice sign.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR REQUESTING A PREͲAPPLICATION MEETING

Application Submittal and Review Process:

$� Complete a Pre-Application Information Form WKDW FRQWDLQV D GHWDLOHG GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKH UHTXHVW� $WWDFK D
VHSDUDWH VKHHW LI QHFHVVDU\�

%� Prepare Concept Plans and a Submit a PDF digital version WKDW FRQYH\V WKH SURSRVHG SURMHFW� 7KHVH SODQV
PD\ EH FRQFHSWXDO LQ QDWXUH DQG GR QRW QHHG WR EH GHYHORSHG E\ D GHVLJQ SURIHVVLRQDO� �1RWH� ,QGLYLGXDO 3')
ILOHV PD\ QRW H[FHHG �� 0%� /DUJH ILOHV VKRXOG EH VHSDUDWHG LQWR LQGLYLGXDO 3') ILOHV QRW H[FHHGLQJ �� 0%��

&� Submit the Pre-Application Instruction Form and Concept Plans DW &LW\ +DOO� ��� 0DLQ 6WUHHW� 6WRQH
0RXQWDLQ� *$ ������ RU YLD HPDLO WR UHGZDUGV#VWRQHPRXQWDLQFLW\�RUJ� 7KH DSSOLFDWLRQ DQG IRUPV ZLOO EH
UHYLHZHG ZLWKLQ ��� WZR EXVLQHVV GD\V� 6WDII ZLOO FRQWDFW WKH DSSOLFDQW WR VFKHGXOH WKH 3UH�$SSOLFDWLRQ 0HHWLQJ�

'� Attend WKH Pre-Application Meeting ZLWK WKH SODQQLQJ VWDII� )HHGEDFN DERXW WKH SURSRVDO� DORQJ ZLWK DQ
RYHUYLHZ RI WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ DQG UHYLHZ SURFHVVHV ZLOO EH SURYLGHG GXULQJ WKLV PHHWLQJ�

(� Submit a Signed Co f the Pre-Appl tion Inform ion Form Z H IRUPDO DSSOLFDWLRQ�:KHQ WKH
DSSOLFDQW LV SUHSDUHG PLW WKH IXOO� FR SOHWH DSSOLF RQ IRU WKH G HOR HQW DFWLYLW\ RU ]RQLQJ SURFHVV� D
FRS\ RI WKH 3UH�$SSOL RQ UP LV UHTXLU WR EH LQFOX G LQ WKH VXE WWDO�

City of 6WRQH 0RXQWDLQ
���0DLQ 6WUHHW• 6WRQH 0RXQWDLQ� GA 30��� • 770-���-����

N/A



PRE-APPLICATION INFORMATION FORM
This page must be completed by the Applicant.

APPLICANT

_______________________________________________________________________________
Name

_______________________________________________________________________________
Company

_______________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address Suite/Apt. # City, State Zip Code

_________________ _________________ _________________
Primary Phone # Alternate Phone # E-mail

PROJECT SUMMARY

_______________________________________________________________________________
Address of Project

_______________________________________________________________________________
Name of Project

_______________________________________________________________________________
Application Type (5H]RQLQJ� 6SHFLDO 8VH 3HUPLW� &RQGLWLRQDO 8VH 3HUPLW� Variance, 6XEGLYLGH /DQG� 2WKHU)

___________________
Total ProjHFW Acreage

Detailed Description (Includ Pr osed Use(s nd Square ootage of or A a for each use):

___________________ ____ ______ ______ ________ ______ ______________________

___________________ _______ ___ _____ _______ _____________________

___________________ __________ ____ _______ ____________ ___________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ Date: ______ / ______ / ___________
Applicant Signature

NOTE: This form must be signed by VWDII and submitted with your application.

For Internal Use Only:

Pre-Application Meeting Date: _______________________

Staff Printed Name: _________________________ Signed: _________________________________

City of 6WRQH 0RXQWDLQ
���0DLQ 6WUHHW• 6WRQH 0RXQWDLQ� GA 30��� • 770-���-����

N/A























