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Historic Preservation Commission  

Meeting Date: October 21, 2026 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBJECT: Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to install a portable 
classroom (accessory building) 

HPC2026 – 18 074 10 020  G. Shan 
Project Information 

Owner / Applicant Roshonda Smith 
Location 729 Main Street 
Acreage 0.29 
Parcel ID 18 074 10 020 
Zoning District General Commercial (GC) 

 

SUMMARY:  

The applicant requests the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to approve the project 
at 729 Main Street. This proposed scope of work includes the installation of a portable 
classroom (accessory building) in the rear yard of the property for student overflow. 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

The residential structure is located at 729 Main Street Stone Mountain, GA 30083 (18 074 
10 020) within the General Commercial (GC) Zoning District. Constructed in 1935, the 
property reflects the Bungalow building type of 1900 – 1930s. Architecturally, the building 
exhibits the Craftsman style of the 1910s – 1930s. 

ANALYSIS 

The applicant proposes to install a portable classroom in the rear yard of the property 
located at 729 Main Street to accommodate student overflow. Section 6.12 of the Historic 
Preservation Design Guidelines addresses new construction of commercial properties. 
Sections 6.12.4 - 6.12.6 are relevant to evaluating the proposed structure's roof form, 
architectural character, and compatibility with established building patterns within the 
surrounding area. 

Staff evaluated the proposed installation in relation to Sections 6.12.4 - 6.12.6 of the 
Historic Preservation Design Guidelines. The evaluation considers whether the proposed 
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portable classroom's design, scale, roof form, exterior materials, windows, entrances, and 
orientation are compatible with the historic property and surrounding historic district. As 
the proposed structure is intended for use as a classroom for student overflow, staff should 
also consider whether its appearance reflects a contemporary structure without detracting 
from the architectural character of the main existing historic building. 

The proposed location in the rear yard may reduce the structure's visibility from Main 
Street; however, it is not clear if there will be a barrier or a screening to confirm. The 
submitted plans and material specifications should demonstrate this and how the 
proposed structure relates to the established architectural character and building patterns 
of the surrounding area. 

This installation of a portable classroom would introduce a new structure to a property 
containing a historic building. The effect on the property's historic character depends on 
the proposed structure's scale, design, materials, placement, and visibility. If the 
structure's design and placement are compatible with the surrounding historic context, its 
impact on the historic character of the property may be limited. However, if the structure's 
appearance or scale is inconsistent with the established architectural character of the 
area, it may detract from the historic character of the property and surrounding district. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the information provided, staff can partially determine whether the proposal is 
consistent with the applicable design standards without sufficient documentation of the 
portable classroom’s proposed materials and dimensions. 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommend APPROVAL with conditions for the applicant to install the accessory 
building for student overflow: 

Approved Conditions: 

• The proposed accessory building must be constructed of materials that are 
compatible with surrounding historic buildings in the residential district. Stucco, 
brick, wood siding and vinyl siding are examples of appropriate new materials. 

• The proposed accessory building’s roof shape should be consistent with those 
buildings within their area of influence. 

• The proposed accessory building’s arrangement of windows and entrances, 
materials, and other orientation to the street are some of the features that should be 
replicated. 
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Attachments/Exhibits: 

Attachment 1 – Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Attachment 2 – Pictures and supporting documents for the improvements 

Approval by the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) is limited to compliance with the 
City of Stone Mountain’s Historic Preservation Design Guidelines. This approval does not 
constitute zoning approval, building permit approval, or authorization under any other 
applicable City ordinance, code, or permitting requirement. The applicant is responsible for 
obtaining all additional approvals, permits, and authorizations required prior to 
commencing work. 

 

 













































