City of Stone Mountain
Welcome Center and
Museum

Update August 18, 2026
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v Jjuneteenth Interpretation

HIGHLIGHTS: v' History of Shermantown

v' Display of Stone Mountain Day T-shirts designs
v" Photo essay by Dean Hesse



METRICS

Over 150 visitors toured the exhibit at
the event

The exhibit was open Saturdays
during June attracting approximately
20 “walk in” visitors each day, many of
whom had never been in depot

Artifact were lent by Elaine Vaughn,
Evelyn Herans, and the Stone
Mountain Memorial Association.

Photographer Dean Hesse gave
permission to exhibit his photographs

from Stone Mountain Day

SMHS volunteers logged 175 hours

TOTTIRRITS




* BIG THANKS TO PUBLIC
WORKS AND SMHS
VOLUNTEERS!




Key Takeaways

v' Juneteenth exhibit materials designed
for multiple uses. Can be used next year

v' Shermantown interpretation remains on
exhibit through the year and is a start on
City neighborhood displays.

The City of Stone Mountain and the Stone Mountain Historic Society welcome
you to a new place for discovery, reflection, and connection. Here, the stories
of Stone Mountain Village—its people, neighborhoods, businesses, traditions,
and changing landscape—can be explored and shared with residents and
visitors alike.

. . . . _ As the museum and visitor center begins to take shape in 2026, its first

v T-shirts which featured unique deS'gnS i exhibit recognizes Juneteenth and highlights Shermantown, a historic African
and exhibit banner used for dis play at this LI B B American neighborhood located between Main Street and the mountain.
year’s Stone Mountain Day Housed in the historic depot, this collaborative effort reflects the City's

desire to invite visitors to look more closely at the village’s rich past and the
communities that continue to shape its story.

v’ Visitors were enthusiastic about the

start of the museum
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MOUNTAIN
HISTORY

Central of
Georgia
Railroad

Exhibits
Under
Development

Proposed Color Palette
below



2026/2027 EXHIBIT SCHEDULE

October 2026 — Our Hometown: Telling Our Story

Discover the people, places, and events that make Stone Mountain feel like home. This artifact rich
exhibit invites visitors to explore the stories that connect generations, celebrate community pride,

and reveal the character of our hometown.

February 2027 — Innovative Stone Mountain

From Cloud’s Tower to laser technology, Stone Mountain has always been a place where bigideas
found expression. Innovative Stone Mountain invites visitors to discover how new tools,

technologies, and creative thinking shaped everyday life here—connecting people, strengthening
tourism, supporting learning, advancing industry, and enriching the cultural life of the community.



MUSEUM LAYOUT - OUR HOMETOWN: TELLING OUR STORY

e Donated Cabinets from the Fraternal Order of
Police, refurbished by SMHS, Handily Delivered by
Public Works

* Cabinets are lighted and lock for security

Sample of Cabinet Artifacts Arranged by Theme:
Wilbur Kurtz’s painting Skirmish at Stone Mountain
Historic Maps

Historic Photographs

Historic Newspapers

State Championship Trophy — Men’s Stone Mountain
High Basketball

Hard Rocks Baseball Cap (Simulated)
CS Grave marker (original from City Cemetery)

Civil War era Medical Kit



Early Stone Mountain Fitlmmaking and Iheater
Side Exhibit

* Touch screen with early film content showing Main Street and granite quarrying

Interpretation on early fitlhmakers andwhat they produced

* Interpretation on Roy Mitchell Theater

Display of twentieth-century movie posters from Mitchell Theater




INNOVATIVE
STONE
MOUNTAIN
OPENING
FEBRUARY 2027

Under Development

From Cloud’s Tower to Laser Technology
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HIGHLIGHTS:

Exhibit will be Interactive showcasing Stone Mountain’s technological
evolution from the 1830s through 1983 using artifacts associated with
our city and its residents

Television

Communication systems : the phone! the switchboard!

Movie technology

The Radio and the Pharmacy

Distilling

Granite quarrying

First computers




Welcome

to Our Hometown .

— Jelani Linder —

Welcome Center Planning



See the Mountain...

Discover: the Village

EEIENES

to Our Homebtown .
o the Mayor

— Jelani-Einder —

Welcome Center Conceptual Plan
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Welcome Center Conceptual Plan
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SIGNAGE

A, B or C - Would be hung from rafter tips over
main depot entries

D and E would be placed on south wall as an
“arrival” or “destination” sign typical for depots

— STONE MOUNTAIN =




Volunteer Campai
Progress

* Created application which was approved by city lawyer

* CalloutforVolunteers went out August 10

. SMHS Newsletter

. Village Forward

. Stone Mountain Woman’s Club
. City Churches

. Agnes Scott College

. Georgia State University

. Stone Mountain High School

. City Social Media

* Trainingto be heldin early September at depot
Depot Tour

Stone’s Throw Tour
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