
 
 

 

Historic Preservation Commission  

Meeting Date: November 18, 2026 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUBJECT: Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to install a playground 

HPC2026 – Parcel ID 18 089 02 005 &18 089 02 006                                           G. Shan 

Project Information 

Owner / Applicant Stone Mountain First Methodist Church 

Location 5312 West Mountain Street 

Acreage 1.24 acres 

Parcel ID 18 089 02 005 & 18 089 02 006 

Zoning District Office Professional Institutional (OPI) 

 

SUMMARY:  

The applicant requests approval from the Historic Preservation Commission to install 
playground equipment at 5312 West Mountain Street, Stone Mountain, Georgia 30083. The 
proposed scope of work includes: 

• Installation of a Gorilla Playsets wooden playground structure measuring 
approximately 9'W x 14'D x 11'H. 

The applicant has also shared plans to install fencing around the playground in the future, 
including a locking gate. However, the proposed fencing is not included in the current 
scope of work and may require separate Historic Preservation Commission review and 
approval before installation. 

 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Constructed in 1909, the building best represents the Institutional/Religious building type 
identified in Chapter 1 of the City of Stone Mountain Historic Preservation Design 
Guidelines. The church is a significant religious and architectural landmark within the 
Stone Mountain Historic District, reflecting the community’s historic development and 
longstanding religious heritage.  

 

SECTION 5-38(3) – CERTIFICATE OF APPROPIATENESS: 



5312 West Mountain Street 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Playground Installation 
Staff Report 
Per Section 5.38 Certificate of appropriateness, when reviewing applications for 
certificates of appropriateness, the preservation commission shall consider, in addition to 
any other pertinent factors, historical and architectural value and significance; 
architectural style; scale; height; setback; landscaping; general design; arrangement, 
texture and materials of the architectural features involved band the relationship thereof to 
the exterior architectural style; and pertinent features of other properties in the immediate 
neighborhood. When considering applications, the secretary of the interior's "Standards for 
Historic Preservation Projects," the secretary of the interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation," 
and the "City of Stone Mountain Historic District Design Guidelines" shall be cited in the 
approval or denial of an application for a certificate of appropriateness. 

1. Scale; Height; Setback 
a. The proposed scope of work does not appear to exceed the main existing 

structure. However, the playground will introduce a new recreational 
structure on the property, and its placement should maintain compatibility 
with the historic church and surrounding site. 

2. Landscaping 
a. There will be minimal landscaping, such as grading to better level the 

intended surface for the playground. The applicant stated that the 
surrounding trees will not be impacted. Existing vegetation and landscape 
features should be preserved where feasible with this installation. 

3. Impact on the immediate neighborhood 
a. The proposed scope of work does not appear to negatively impact any of the 

neighboring properties, as there will be minimal site change to the subject 
property.  

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GUIDELINES: 

In Chapter 4, Sections 4.3.1 to 4.3.3 provide the most applicable guidance for the 
proposed playground installation. These sections emphasize preserving the historic 
relationship between buildings and surrounding landscape features, maintaining 
significant open spaces and vegetation, and protecting existing trees and site features 
during construction. The proposed playground should be installed in a manner that 
minimizes disturbance to the church’s property and preserves its character-defining 
landscape features. 

 

STANDARDS OF REHABILITATION: 



5312 West Mountain Street 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Playground Installation 
Staff Report 
The Standards for Rehabilitation provide direction in making appropriate choices in 
planning the repairs, alterations, and additions that may be part of a rehabilitation project. 
The accompanying Guidelines apply the Standards and describe specific treatments that 
do and do not meet the Standards. The Standards for Rehabilitation are codified in 36 CFR 
Part 67, are regulatory for the Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program, and are the 
Standards most often used by local historic district commissions nationwide. The 
Standards for Rehabilitation are the criteria used to determine if a rehabilitation project 
qualifies as a certified rehabilitation. The intent of the Standards is to assist the long-term 
preservation of a property’s significance through the preservation of historic materials and 
features. The Standards pertain to historic buildings of all materials, construction types, 
sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior of historic buildings. The 
Standards also encompass related landscape features and the building’s site and 
environment, as well as attached, adjacent, or related new construction. To be certified, a 
rehabilitation project must be determined by the Secretary to be consistent with the 
historic character of the structure(s) and, where applicable, the district in which it is 
located. The following Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a 
reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that 
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site 
and environment. 

a. The proposed scope of work, requires minimal change to the defining 
characteristics of the building, its site, and environment. The proposed 
playground supports the property’s continued use as a religious institution by 
providing recreational space for church activities.  

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property 
shall be avoided. 

a. The proposed scope of work shall not negatively impact on the retention and 
preservation of the property. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken. 

a. The proposed scope of work does not create a false sense of historical 
development. 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.  



5312 West Mountain Street 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Playground Installation 
Staff Report 

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here. 
5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a historic property shall be preserved. 
a. The proposed scope of work does not appear to involve the removal or 

modification of distinctive architectural features of the historic church. 
6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated 
by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here. 
7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to 

historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if 
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here. 
8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 

preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken. 

a. The proposed scope of work will result in minimal land disturbance. Any 
significant archaeological resources encountered during installation should 
be protected and preserved. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

a. The proposed playground should remain compatible with the historic church 
property in terms of scale, placement, and materials. Its installation should 
not damage or obscure historic architectural features or negatively affect the 
surrounding historic setting. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in 
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

a. The proposed playground should be installed in a manner that allows its 
future removal without impairing the essential form or historic integrity of the 
church’s property. Compliance with this standard depends on the final 
installation and anchoring methods. 



5312 West Mountain Street 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Playground Installation 
Staff Report 
 

STANDARDS OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROJECTS: 

1. A property will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes 
the retention of distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships. 
Where a treatment and use have not been identified, a property will be protected 
and, if necessary, stabilized until additional work may be undertaken. 

a. The property’s use will not be altered by the proposed scope of work. 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replacement 

of intact or repairable historic materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 

a. The proposed playground does not appear to require the removal of historic 
architectural materials or features. Its placement should preserve the 
property’s historic character, existing landscape features, and significant 
spatial relationships.  

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. 
Work needed to stabilize, consolidate and conserve existing historic materials and 
features will be physically and visually compatible, identifiable upon close 
inspection and properly documented for future research. 

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here.  
4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will 

be retained and preserved. 
a. The property’s historic significance will be retained and preserved. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

a. The proposed scope of work does not appear to involve the removal or 
modification of distinctive architectural features of the property.  

6. The existing condition of historic features will be evaluated to determine the 
appropriate level of intervention needed. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires repair or limited replacement of a distinctive feature, the new material will 
match the old in composition, design, color and texture.  

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here.  
7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the 

gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will 
not be used. 

a. The proposed scope of work is not applicable here.  
8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources 

must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken. 



5312 West Mountain Street 
Certificate of Appropriateness – Playground Installation 
Staff Report 

a. The proposed scope of work will result in minimal land disturbance. 
However, if any archaeological resources are to be disturbed, mitigation 
measures shall be taken. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

Staff finds that the proposed playground installation appears generally compatible with the 
subject property and surrounding historic district. The proposed improvements are not 
anticipated to adversely impact the property’s historic architectural character, provided 
existing landscape and character-defining features are preserved. The proposal appears 
generally consistent with the City of Stone Mountain’s Historic Preservation Design 
Guidelines, Standards of Historic Rehabilitation and Preservation, and the review 
considerations of Section 5-38 of the Unified Development Ordinance. Any future fencing 
shall be subject to separate Historic Preservation Commission review and approval. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends APPROVAL with conditions of the Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the proposed playground installation, subject to the following conditions: 

• Any future fencing surrounding the playground is excluded from the current approval 
and shall require separate Certificate of Appropriateness review and approval by the 
Historic Preservation Commission prior to installation. Unless the Historic 
Preservation Committee adds it to this approval.  

o The proposed fencing shall comply with applicable City regulations and the 
Historic Preservation Design Guidelines. 

Attachments/Exhibits: 

Attachment 1 – Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Attachment 2 – Pictures and supporting documents for the improvements 

 
This approval does not constitute zoning approval, building permit approval, or 
authorization under any other applicable City ordinance, code, or permitting requirement. 
The applicant is responsible for obtaining all additional approvals, permits, and 
authorizations required prior to commencing work. 

 





























