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TMOD-22-015 
STONECREST ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE 

Revisions to the Sign Ordinance, Chapter 21 

Se c. 21-1. - Pu rp ose  a n d  fin d in gs . 

(14) To  p roh ib it  a ll s ign s  n o t  e xp re ss ly a u t h or ize d  b y t h is  ch a p t e r , t o  p r ovid e
fo r  t h e  m a in t e n a n ce  o f s ign s , a n d  t o  p r ovid e  fo r  t h e  e n fo rce m e n t  o f t h e
p rovis ion s  o f t h is  ch a p t e r .

Se c. 21-2. - De fin it ion s . 

Pa ra pet Wa ll: Tha t in te gra l pa rt  o f a  wa ll tha t exte nds  above  the  top  o f a  bu ild ing. 

Pa ra pet Wa ll Sign: A s ign  a ttache d  pa ra lle l to  bu t with in  12 inche s  o f a  pa rape t wa ll, pa in te d  on  
a  pa rape t wa ll, o r e re cte d  and  con fine d  with in  a  pa rape t wa ll, wh ich  is  supporte d  by sa id  
pa rape t wa ll and  wh ich  d isp lays  on ly one  sign  face . 

Shopping center: Th ree  o r m ore  p rim ary re ta il e stab lishm en ts  p lanne d , de ve lope d  and  
m anage d  as a  un it  and  p rovid ing pa rking facilitie s  in  com m on  on  the  s ite . 

Sign  m e ans a  de vice , s tructu re  o r rep re se n ta tion  fo r visua l com m unica tion  wh ich  is  use d  fo r 
the  pu rpose  o f b ringing the  sub je ct the re of to  the  a tte n tion  o f o the rs . For the  pu rpose s  of 
th is  chap te r, the  te rm  “sign” sha ll include  the  s tructu re  upon  wh ich  a  s ign  face  is  loca te d . 
Flags  and  banne rs  sha ll be  include d  with in  th is  de fin ition  on ly a s  p rovide d  e lsewhe re  he re in . 
Se asona l ho liday de cora tions  sha ll no t be  include d  with in  the  de fin ition  o f the  te rm  “sign” and  
re gu la te d  as  such . 

Sign: Any device , fixtu re , p laca rd , d isp lay, o r s tructu re  vis ib le  to  the  ge ne ra l pub lic tha t u se s  o r 
is  de s igne d  to  use  any co lo r, fo rm , graph ic, illum ina tion , sym bol, writing, o r visua l 
p re se n ta tion  o f any kind  to  adve rtise , announce , d raw a tten tion  to , o r ide n tify a  p roduct, 
p lace , activity, pe rson , ins titu tion , business , o r o the r e n tity, o r to  com m unica te  a  m essage  o r 
in fo rm ation  o f any kind  to  the  pub lic. "Sign" sha ll include  bo th  "s ign  face" and  "s ign  
s tructu re ." 

Sign Fa ce: The  portion  o f a  s ign  on  wh ich  the  copy, m essage , o r o the r visua l im age  to  be  
com m unica te d  is  p laced  o r is  in te nde d  o r designe d  to  be  p lace d . 
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Subdivision Entra nce Sign: A s ign  insta lle d  a t the  e n trance  o f a  subd ivis ion  app roved  pu rsuan t 
to  the  Land  Subd ivis ion  Ord inance  of the  City o f Stone cre st. 

Tempora ry Sign: A s ign  m ounte d  on  a  s take  o r m e ta l fram e  tha t is  u se d  fo r a  lim ited  tim e  
pe riod  and  withou t re ga rd  to  m essage . Exam ple s  o f u se  o f te m pora ry signs  include , bu t a re  
no t lim ited  to , cam pa igns , re a l e sta te , and  construction  in  p rogress. 

Wa yfinding Directiona l sign m e ans s ignage  use d  to  ass is t  the  pub lic in  naviga ting and  loca ting 
pa rking, ind ividua l te nan ts , a ctivity ce n te rs , ingre ss /e gre ss  po in ts , and  o the r fe a tu re s  in te rna l 
to  a  m ixe d -use  deve lopm e n t and  tha t is  no t vis ib le  from  pub lic righ ts-of-way. 

Se c. 21-23. - Pe rm it s . 

b ) Existing signs  wh ich  con form  to  the  p rovis ions  o f th is  chap te r tha t wou ld  be  re qu ire d  to
ob ta in  a  pe rm it unde r the  re gu la tions  o f th is  chap te r m ust re giste r with  the  Dire cto r o f
Plann ing with in  90 days  o f the  e ffe ctive  da te  o f the  o rd inance  from  wh ich  th is  chap te r is
de rive d  if such  s igns  do  no t have  a  va lid  pe rm it pu rsuan t to  a  p re vious ord inance  and  pay a
pe rm it fee . The  in fo rm ation  p rovided  fo r re gis tra tion  will be  the  sam e  in fo rm ation  re qu ire d  in
a  pe rm it app lica tion  unde r se ction  21-24. No  pe rm it fe e  will be  re qu ire d  fo r the  registra tion  o f
e xis ting signs  wh ich  have  a  cu rre n t va lid  pe rm it unde r any p re vious o rd inance  re gu la ting s ign .

Se c. 21-28. - En fo rce m e n t  a n d  p e n a lt ie s . 

a ) The  Dire cto r o f Code  Enforce m e nt m ay issue  a  cita tion  for vio la tion  of th is  chap te r by any
pe rson , includ ing if app licab le , the  owne r, m anage r o r te nan t o f the  lo t upon  wh ich  a  s ign  is
loca ted , fo r a  s ign  e re cte d , a lte red , m a in ta ine d , conve rte d , o r u se d  in  vio la tion  o f th is  chap te r
o r in  vio la tion  o f any o the r app licab le  o rd inance  re gu la ting s ignage , includ ing, bu t no t lim ite d
to , the  bu ild ing and  e le ctrica l codes.

Se c. 21-61. - Fe e s . 

The  cost o f a  s ign  pe rm it sha ll be  e stab lishe d  by the  city council and  co lle cte d  by the  Dire cto r 
o f Plann ing. 

Se c. 21-62. – Proh ib it e d  s ign s . 

(21) Hu m a n  s ign s

(22) Billb oa rd  s ign s

https://library.municode.com/ga/stonecrest/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CD_ORD_CH21SI_ARTIIADEN_S21-24APIN
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Se c. 21-65. - Re s t r ict ion s  in  r e s id e n t ia l zon in g d is t r ict s . 

(A)The re  sha ll be  a  m axim um  of two  m onum e nt s igns  pe r en trance  in to  any re s ide n tia l 
subd ivis ion  o r re a l e sta te  de ve lopm e n t in  a  re s ide n tia l d is trict; 

(2)Ground  s igns  a re  p roh ib ite d , with  the  e xce p tion  o f m onum e n t s igns; 

(B)No s ign  in  any re s iden tia lly zoned  d istrict  m ay be  illum ina te d , excep t fo r m onum e n t s igns, 
sub je ct to  the  p rovis ions  o f se ction  21-76. No  m onum e n t s ign  m ay be  in te rna lly illum ina te d ; 

(C)Monum en t s igns  sha ll no t exce ed  32 squa re  fe e t o f s ign  a re a  and  sha ll no t excee d  s ix fe e t 
in  he igh t; 

(D)Rese rve d ; and  

(E)No e le ctron ic s igns  a re  a llowe d  in  any re s iden tia l zon ing d istrict  if tha t d is trict  is  de s igna te d  
by city as  an  h is to ric d is trict . No  e le ctron ic s igns  sha ll be  a llowe d  in  any o the r re s iden tia l 
zon ing d istrict  e xcep t one  e le ctron ic s ign  pe r p rope rty fo r a  p lace  o f worsh ip , p riva te  
e le m e nta ry, m idd le , o r h igh  schoo l p rovide d  such  s ign  m e e ts  a ll o the r re qu ire m e n ts  o f th is  
chap te r. 

(F) En trance  wa ll s igns.

(1)Single -fam ily re s ide n tia l: 

One  m axim um  32-square -foo t e n try wa ll o r m onum e n t s ign  o r two  s ingle -face d  e n try wa ll o r 
m onum e n t s igns  no t to  e xce e d  16 squa re  fe e t fo r e ach  s ide  o f a  p la tte d  s ingle  fam ily 
subd ivis ion  e n trance  sha ll be  pe rm itte d  fo r e ach  s tre e t on  wh ich  the  lo t ha s  fron tage . 
Subd ivis ions  with  m ore  than  one  ide n tifiab le  section , a s  shown  on  an  app rove d  p re lim ina ry 
p la t, m ay be  a llowe d  in te rna l ide n tifica tion  m onum e n t s igns o f 16 squa re  fe e t on  one  s ide  o f 
the  e n trance  to  e ach  section . 

(2)Townhom e  and  m u ltifam ily: 

Monum e n t s igns. One  m axim um  32-squa re -foo t e n try wa ll o r m onum e n t s ign  o r two  s ingle -
face d  e n trance  wa ll o r m onum e n t s igns  no t to  e xce e d  16 squa re  fe e t fo r e ach  s ide  o f the  
de ve lopm en t 's  e n trance  sha ll be  pe rm itte d  fo r e ach  s tre e t on  wh ich  the  m u lti-fam ily p rope rty 
o r p rope rty occup ie d  with  an  in stitu tiona l use  has  up  to  and  includ ing 500 line a r fe e t o f 
fron tage . The  s ign  sha ll have  a  m axim um  he igh t o f s ix fe e t (se e  exce p tion ), sha ll no t be  
in te rna lly illum ina te d  un le ss  backlit illum ina tion  is  u se d . Exce p t fo r gas  s ta tions, change ab le  
copy sha ll no t be  pe rm itte d . Notwith stand ing the  fo re go ing, m onum en t s igns  on  a rte ria l 
s tree ts  m ay be  te n  fe e t in  he igh t 
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(g) Multifam ily re s ide n tia l u se s.

(1) Signs  fo r m u lti-fam ily re s ide n tia l u se s  zone d  MR-1, MR-2, MR-3, HR-1, HR-2, HR-3
provis ions  pe r se ction  21-72 fo r non re side n tia l u se  s ign  regu la tions .

(Ord . o f 8-2017, § 21-65) 

• Se c. 21-69. - Wa ll o r  p r o je ct in g s ign s .

(a ) 

Wall o r p ro je cting s igns  sha ll be  se cu re ly fa ste ne d  to  the  bu ild ing su rface . 

(b ) 

No  wa ll s ign  gre a te r than  180 squa re  fe e t sha ll be  p lace d  be low the  12th  s to ry o f a  bu ild ing 
con fine d  to  the  uppe r 30 fe e t o f the  façade . 

(c) 

Pro je cting signs  m ay p ro je ct from  the  bu ild ing up  to  two  fee t, p rovide d  tha t no  
p ro je cting s ign  sha ll be  m a in ta ine d  le ss  than  ten  fe e t above  the  ground  le ve l when  e re cte d  
ove r pedestrian  wa lkways o r d rive ways and  no  le ss  than  14 fe e t above  ve h icle  acce ss. 

(d ) 

No  wa ll o r p ro je cting s ign  sha ll e xtend  above  the  pa rape t wa ll. 

(e ) 

On ly one  wa ll s ign  sha ll be  a llowe d  on  any s ide  e le va tion  o f the  bu ild ing and  fu rthe r p rovided  
tha t no  bu ild ing sha ll con ta in  m ore  than  one  such  s ign  pe r s ide  e leva tion . 

(f) 

Wa ll s igns  a re  sub je ct to  the  p roh ib ition  aga inst roof s igns. Wa lls  e re cte d  on  the  roof o f a  
bu ild ing re ga rd le ss  o f whe the r such  wa ll p ro je cts  above  its  top  a re  no t pa rape t wa lls  and  no  
such  wa ll m ay be  u se d  a s  a  bu ild ing s igna tu re  s ign  o r to  support a  bu ild ing s igna tu re  s ign . 

(Ord . o f 8-2017, § 21-69) 

Se c. 21-70. – Grou n d  s ign s  Mon u m e n t  Sign s  
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(a ) The  he igh t o f any d ire ctiona l s ign  sha ll no t be  m ore  than  th re e  fe e t above  the  
ground . 

(d ) a ll ground  s igns  in  the  MU-1-5 zon ing d istricts  sha ll be  m onum e nt s igns. 

 

Monum ent 
Sign  

Wall Sign  Directiona l 
Sign  

Window Sign  

Max. he ight 10' N/A 3' N/A 
Max. wid th  20' 80 pe rcent of the  wall or 

canopy wid th  
3' N/A 

Max. sq . ft. 80 4 sq . ft. pe r linea r foot of the  
wall o r canopy, up  to  a  
m axim um  of 150 sq . ft. for 
bu ild ings under 12 stories 
and  up  to  500 sq . ft. for 
bu ild ings 12 stories or m ore . 
(See  section  21-69(b)) 

6 30 10 pe rcen t of the  
window space  for 
bu ild ings under 
50,000 sq . ft. 10 
pe rcent of the  
window area  for 
bu ild ings 50,000 sq . 
ft. or over 

Max. num ber 
a llowed  

One  pe r 
façade  stree t 
fron tage  

1/ p rim ary façade  on  
bu ild ings le ss than  8 stories; 
2/ and  1 secondary façade  
on  build ings 8 stories or 
m ore  

2 
au thorized  
curb  cu t 

N/A 

Required  
se tback from  
e lectrica l 

10' N/A 0' N/A 

Table 21.72 

https://library.municode.com/ga/stonecrest/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CD_ORD_CH21SI_ARTIIIRERE_S21-69WAPRSI
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transm ission  
lines 

(b ) 

In  lie u  o f the  s ign  regu la tions  o f Tab le  21-72(a ) above , a  lo t de ve lope d  as  a  p lanne d  
com m e rcia l ce n te r sha ll be  a llowe d  the  fo llowing: 

TABLE 21-72(b ) 

 EXPAND 
 

Monument 
Sign 

Wall Sign Directional Sign   

Max. height 10'; for 
properties 
over 40 
acres, 12' 

N/A 3'  

Max. width 20' 80% of the wall or canopy 
width 

3'  

Max. sq. ft. 80 4 sq. ft. per linear foot of 
the wall, up to a maximum 
of 150 sq. ft. for buildings 
3 stories or less and up to a 
maximum of 300 square 
feet for buildings between 
4 and 7 stories. Buildings 8 
stories or more shall be 
permitted a maximum sign 
area of 5% of the total wall 
area not to exceed 800 
square feet. (See section 
21-69(b)) 

6      
   

      
    

     

Max. number 
allowed 

1/street 
frontage 

1/facade buildings less 
than eight stories; 2/facade 
on buildings eight stories 
or more 

2/authorized curb cut  

Max. 
projection 
from structure 

N/A 6' N/A  

https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21SI_ARTIIIRERE_S21-72NOUSRE
https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21SI_ARTIIIRERE_S21-72NOUSRE
https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21SI_ARTIIIRERE_S21-69WAPRSI
https://library.municode.com/ga/brookhaven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21SI_ARTIIIRERE_S21-69WAPRSI
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Monument 
Sign 

Wall Sign Directional Sign   

Required 
setback from 
electrical 
transmission 
lines 

10' N/A 0'  

  

(c) 

No  p rope rty zone d  fo r non re side n tia l u se  m ay have  m ore  than  one  ground  s ign  tha t is  
o rie n te d  towards  trave le rs  a long the  sam e  stree t. 

 
 
Sec. 21-82. - Wayfinding signage.  Directional Signs 
(a) 
Location. Directional signs shall not be affixed or otherwise attached to trees, traffic 
signals, benches, street signs, or fencing, and shall be subject to the following 
regulations: 
(1) 
Signs must allow for a minimum five-foot-wide clear pedestrian pathway to and from all 
building entrances and exits. 
(2) 
Signs for courtyard entries shall be limited to one sign for all businesses located within 
the courtyard, utilizing the same common entry. Signs shall be located within ten feet of 
the courtyard entrance. 
(b) 
Size. Directional signs shall be a maximum of 16 square feet in area and ten feet in 
height. 
(c) 
Design. Directional signs shall have a compatible design, be constructed of durable 
materials with a substantial base and landscape plantings, and colors that complement 
the existing allowable signage for the center subject to the approval of the director or 
his designee. 
(d) 
Miscellaneous. 
(1) 
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Signs shall not be internally illuminated; 
(2) 
A sign permit is required for the directional package for a mixed-use development. 
 

Sec. 21-83 Temporary Construction Signs 
Temporary Signage During Construction: Temporary signage during construction shall be 
permitted as follows: 
(1) 
In R-100 through R-5 and RNC zoning districts. Unilluminated signs are permitted in 
single-family, two-family, and multi-family-housing districts provided they are placed no 
earlier than the start of construction and removed within 30 days of issuance of a 
certificate of occupancy. Such signs shall be limited to one sign per dwelling not to 
exceed six square feet per contractor or subcontractor. 
(2) 
All other zoning districts: In all other zoning districts, unilluminated signs are permitted 
provided they are placed no earlier than the start of construction and removed 
whenever a certificate of occupancy issued. Such signs shall be limited to one sign per 
job site not to exceed 16 square feet per contractor and six square feet per 
subcontractor. 
(3) 
A temporary construction fence around an active construction site may be decorated 
with colors, graphics, symbols, writing, or other visual presentations. A temporary 
construction fence is permitted only if it is placed no earlier than the start of 
construction and removed whenever a certificate of occupancy is issued.  
 
Sec. 21-84 Temporary Signs 
Temporary Sign Permit Required. The following temporary signs are permitted following 
issuance of a temporary sign permit. 
1. 
Promotional Signs. A temporary sign or attention getting device used to advertise a 
temporary special event. 
a. 
Air- or gas-filled balloons or other devices that have a capacity for air or gas that does 
not exceed 3 cubic feet. 
b. 
Flags, signs, pennants, streamers and banners, a maximum size of 32 square feet, except 
official government flags. 
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c. 
Promotional signs can be used for a period not exceeding 10 consecutive days. 
d. 
No temporary sign permit for a promotional sign will be issued for the same premises 
more than 80 days per year. 
e. 
No business will be issued a promotional sign for more than one sign or device per 
street frontage to be located on the premises at any one time. Each individual 
establishment within a multi-tenant center is considered to have one street frontage. 
f. 
No sign can be located within the public right-of-way. 
2. 
Yard/Garage Sale Sign. A temporary sign used to advertise a yard/garage sale. 
a. 
No sign can be located within the public right-of-way. 
b. 
Signs must be on private property with the property owner's consent. 
c. 
No sign is allowed on a telephone pole, tree or traffic sign. 
d. 
The maximum size of a sign is 4 square feet per sign. 
e. 
Signs are permitted 2 days prior to sale and must be removed the day after the sale. 
f. 
The temporary sign permit must be displayed upon the request of any municipal officer 
or citizen requesting identification or proof of permission for the yard/garage sale. 
g. 
A maximum of 6 signs per yard/garage sale are allowed. 
h. 
The temporary sign permit is valid only for family use and may not exceed 3 per year. 
 
3. 
Grand Opening Signs. A temporary sign used to advertise a grand opening or final 
closing sale. 
a. 
On-premises temporary signs relating to the initial opening or final closing of a business 
or service are allowed, provided each sign does not exceed 32 square feet each and is 
not located in the public right-of-way. 
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b. 
The Director of Planning & Zoning can approve signs for a maximum period of 2 weeks 
for initial opening signs and 4 weeks for final closing signs, after which all signs must be 
removed. 
5. 
Off-Site Real Estate Directional Signs. A temporary sign erected by the owner, or their 
agent, conveying the route to real property, but not located on the property itself. 
a. 
Signs are allowed for a maximum period of 2 consecutive days in any one week. 
b. 
A maximum of 3 signs per house/lot are allowed. 
c. 
Signs must be located within 2 miles of the property to which they refer, as measured 
along existing streets. 
d. 
No sign can be located within the public right-of-way. 
e. 
Signs cannot exceed a maximum area of 4 square feet per sign. 
f. 
Not more than 1 sign is allowed at any "T" intersection and no more than 2 signs are 
allowed at any 4-way intersection. 
g. 
Signs cannot have any balloons, streamers, and pennants attached to them. 
h. 
Such signs cannot be illuminated. 
i. 
Signs can only be placed on property with the owner's express written permission. 
6. 
On-Site Real Estate Signs. A temporary sign erected by the owner, or their agent, 
advertising the real property upon which the sign is located for rent, lease, or for sale. 
a. 
Single-Family Residential District. 
i. 
Only one sign is permitted per lot or home for sale. 
ii. 
The sign cannot be illuminated. 
iii. 
The sign cannot exceed 6 square feet in area. 
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iv. 
Signs must be removed within 10 days after the lot or building is leased, or sold. 
b. 
All Other Districts. 
i. 
Only 1 sign is permitted per parcel for sale or lease, except that corner lots may have 1 
sign per frontage, separated by not less than 50 feet. 
ii. 
Once the building is occupied, no on-site real estate signs are allowed on the ground; 
they must be located on a panel on an existing monument sign or placed in the window 
of an empty tenant space. 
iii. 
The sign cannot be illuminated. 
iv. 
Each sign cannot exceed 32 square feet in area and 10 feet in height. 
v. 
Signs must be removed within 10 days after the lot or building is leased, or sold. 
vi. 
Signs cannot be located within the public right-of-way 
 
7. Temporary Signs Not Requiring a Permit. The following temporary signs are allowed 
without the issuance of a temporary sign permit, provided they meet the specified 
standards below. 
1. 
Political Signs. A sign identifying or urging voter support for a particular election issue, 
political party, or candidate for public office. A political sign cannot exceed 32 square 
feet in area and 8 feet in height. Sign must removed the day after election.  
2. 
Civic or Educational Institutions. Temporary signs not exceeding 4 feet in area pertaining 
to drives or events of civic, philanthropic, educational, religious organizations are 
allowed, provided signs are posted not more than 2 days before the event and removed 
the day after the event. 
 

Section 21-85 Signs Not Requiring a Permit 
 
 
 


