
ST. JAMES ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION
PLAN



SUMMARY



Environment
Cleaner air and
reduced impact on
climate.

Economy

Health &
Wellbeing

Social
Connection

WHY ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION MATTERS?

Stimulates local
economices through
job creation, tourism,
and business
development

Active transportation
can improve health.

Provides more
opportunities to
interact with our
neighbors and
community.

Equity
Car ownership should
not be a requirement
for getting around
safely and efficiently. 

Happiness
Researchers have
found bicycling to be
the happiest form of
transportation.







SURVEY RESULTS



LISTENING SESSION



WALK & BIKE
AUDITS
Observed successes and challenges
for walking and biking in St. James. 

1-mile walk and 4-mile bike ride



PLAN VISION
A safer, more walkable and bikeable St. James
where all residents regardless of age, gender,
ability, or language can easily access schools,
parks, local businesses, and essential services. 

GOALS SUMMARY
All Ages, Genders, Abilities, & Languages
Health and Quality of Life
Sustainable and Resilient
Economic Empowerment
Community Driven

VISION



All Ages, Genders, Abilities, & Languages: Create a safe, accessible, and appealing
transportation network for all residents.
Health & Quality of Life: Promote a healthy active lifestyle for residents and improve
community health outcomes through a well-connected sidewalk and trail network.
Sustainable and Resilient: Provide a greater variety of transportation options to
reduce reliance on single occupancy vehicles and decrease impacts such as noise and
pollution.
Economic Empowerment: Support equitable access to economic opportunity through
low or no-cost modes of transportation connecting residents and local businesses.
Community Driven: Develop a plan that engages all residents and reflects the
diversity of community needs.

OUR GOALS



ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PRINCIPLES



WHAT CAN WE ACHIEVE IN...



 IN 100 DAYS
Confirm Armstrong Boulevard North intersection design and goals for a
demonstration project (supported through the MnDOT Active Transportation
Planning Assistance Grant).
Develop partnerships with the railroad, Watonwan County, and MnDOT and
identify opportunities to improve partner owned and managed roadways.
Continue internal city coordination to understand financing considerations for
priority projects.



 IN 1 YEAR
Following the demonstration project, confirm next steps for crossing or corridor
improvements. Secure funding and begin design process.
Work with MnDOT District 7/ Region Nine Development Commission to conduct
pedestrian and bicycle count studies to understand current travel patterns and
impact of improvements.
Engage community in bikeway design potentials along 2nd Avenue South.
Identify design alternatives for 10th Avenue South and secure funding for street
reconstruction.
Evaluate and modify the city’s winter maintenance policy to enhance clarity,
public understanding, and communication channels.
Identify partners and event opportunities to pilot an open streets community
event in St. James



IN 3 YEARS
Initiate a city traffic calming program and secure an implementation budget for
public works.
Draft and adopt a complete streets policy.
Review and endorse national and state design guidance that fits the context of
St. James and the goals of the active transportation network.
Conduct parking study along 2nd Avenue South to identify bikeway goals and
design potentials.
Support Safe Routes to School programming through partnerships and funding
for events promoting active transportation.
Study alternative street design on 10th Street South below the railroad and
confirm funding needs and design feasibility.
Create and adopt an ADA Transition Plan.



IN 5 YEARS
Following the adoption of a complete streets policy, develop a complete streets
checklist to support policy implementation.
Continue to implement ADA accessibility projects to fulfill the St. James ADA
Transition Plan.
Identify future bikeway routes building from a bike lane on 2nd Avenue South.
Implement intersection improvements at 10th Avenue South and 1st Street South
to better connect any corridor improvements made to 10th Avenue South.
Study and evaluate the feasibility of the identified additional projects and
determine project next steps.



Intersection of Armstrong Blvd N and 5  Ave N. th

Install temporary curb extensions to provide safer
pedestrian crossings for residents. 

Identified through public engagement with Park
Apartment residents. 

Work is funded through the MN Active
Transportation Planning Grant. 

To be completed in summer of 2026.

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
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