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TO: Planning Commission acting as Historic Landmarks Commission
FROM: Jennifer Dimsho, Associate Planner
RE: New Wall Signs for 291 S. 1% Street (Lightning Treats & Sweets)

DATE: August 6, 2024

In July, staff noticed new signage installed at 291 S. 1% Street for Lightning Treats & Sweets. No business
license or sign permits had been submitted for a business at this location. Staff contacted the business
owner and discussed the process for business licensing and for permitting the signage. The business
owner has been cooperative and submitted application materials for both the signage and the business
license.

Being in the Riverfront District (RD) zone, signage is subject to review by the Historic Landmarks
Commission (HLC) pursuant to SHMC 17.32.172(7). | have included excerpts from the Architectural
Design Guidelines relevant to new signage. The HLC's recommendation will be incorporated into the sign
permit decision which will be issued by staff after the meeting.

There are two components to the application: the signs located on the lower storefront paneled
bulkhead and the signage located on the upper transom windows.

Lower Storefront Bulkhead: The definition of “sign” requires us to define each panel located on the
bulkhead below the window as a separate sign requiring a permit and subject to dimensional/size
limitations. Because of our maximum wall signage limitations, the applicant had the “bulkhead” signage
redesigned to remove the text, which removes it from the definition of a “sign.” The new bulkhead
panel designs are included as the last page of the Applicant’s materials.

SHMC 17.32.172 (7) requires that all permanent exterior architectural features be reviewed for
compliance with the Guidelines (except regular maintenance not requiring a building permit or painting
of buildings, except previously unpainted masonry). The corrugated plastic panels that the applicant
installed on the lower storefront bulkhead could be considered a permanent exterior architectural
feature, although no building permits are required. They could also be considered temporary, given their
easy removal. Does the Commission feel these corrugated plastic panels are permanent exterior
architectural features which are subject to review? | am concerned about how these panels will look
after being weathered in the rain and sun. Arguably, the applicant is using what should be a temporary
material for long-term use. The corrugated plastic panels are also being used to conceal a traditional
storefront building element, the “paneled bulkhead.” If the Commission feels they should be reviewed
for compliance with the Guidelines, perhaps the Commission could consider an appropriate duration of
time for approval to allow the applicant use of the corrugated plastic panels until the materials become
damaged or weather worn. If the Commission does limit the duration of time, does the Commission
think future replacement of the lower panels should be allowed?

Upper Transom Windows: There are two proposed signs located on the transom windows. The
Guidelines state that signs should not obscure important architectural details. The Guidelines also state
that wall signs should be well positioned and appropriately sized within architectural features, such as
the panels above storefronts or on the transom. Does the Commission want to require the applicant to
relocate the signage so that the transom windows are not obscured? The applicant has indicated to staff
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that it would be difficult to relocate the signage to the masonry above the windows since the corrugated
plastic signage and velcro system has been designed to adhere to the wood and windows, not the
masonry above the windows.

The Guidelines discuss drawing attention to the shop entrance or emphasizing a display window. Staff
feels that the applicant does a great job doing this with the consistent colors and the bright pink themes
used in the display window.

The Guidelines state that signage materials should be durable. Corrugated plastic is not a durable
material, especially with rain and sun. Corrugated plastic is not listed in the acceptable signage materials
list in the Guidelines. Some options staff has considered that the Commission could consider are below.
1 and 2 could be combined, or 1 and 3 could be combined.

1. The Commission could consider a condition which limits the signage to an acceptable duration
of time given the limited durability.

2. The Commission could require mandatory replacement if the signage becomes
damaged/weathered.

3. The Commission could consider disallowing reinstallation once the signage is removed after a
limited duration given the durability concerns.

4. The Commission could disallow the use of corrugated plastic immediately as an inappropriate
signage material due to its low durability. This recommendation would result in the sign permit
being denied on the basis that the signage proposed does not comply with the Guidelines.

Attached: Applicant’s Materials (4 pages)
Architectural Design Guidelines Excerpts (2 pages)
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