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Current Board Members
- Melisa Gaelrun-Maggi, Chair (term expires 

6/30/24)
- Amanda Heynemann, Past Chair (term expires 6/30/22)
- Becky Bean (term 

expires 6/30/22)
- Dan Davis (term 

expires 6/30/23)
- Jessica Sturdivant (term 

expires 6/30/25)
- Steve Topaz, Council Liaison



Library Board Responsibilities
● Keeping informed about current trends in library services and 

administration.
● Studying Library growth and needs in the city and its vicinity.
● Developing long -range plans for library service and facilities, 

consistent with city priorities and with state, regional, and 
national goal pertinent to libraries.

● Recommending types of library service for the city and its vicinity.
● Recommending the acceptance and use of gifts for library 

purposes.
● Participation in the annual budgetary process of the city where 

the process pertains to the library.
● Recommending policies and procedures conducive to efficient 

and effective operation of the library.



Library Board Responsibilities

● Reviewing and recommending terms for contracts and working 
relationships with other public agencies regarding library services.

● Encouraging widespread public support and use of the library.
● Submitting an annual report to the city council.
● Performing other duties as authorized by the city council.



Recent Behind the Scenes Work:

● Changes to the outdated Library Municipal Code.

● Updating interview questions for potential Board 
Members.

● Changes to Library Card renewal terms.

● Making sure we meet House Bill 2243’s definition of a 
“Public Library”.



Staying connected during COVID



Staying connected during COVID
LIBRARY CURBSIDE PICK-UP WINDOW

Over 2900 window transactions!



Staying connected during COVID
Facebook Storytimes with Gretchen

Take & Make Over 12,400 
views!



Staying connected during COVID
Online classes and groups!



Keeping Informed About Current 
Trends & recommending Library 

Services

● Feature Fridays
● Book Bundles
● National Days
● Community Links
● Mental Health
● History Months
● Author Recommendations



Our most popular post!

Our St. Helens 
Public Library 

Facebookhas 1033 
followers & 952 

likes.



Encouraging 
widespread public 
support and use of 

the library.



Encouraging 
public support!

Working 
Relationships!



Nature Buddies & Chalk Art
Partnerships with St. Helens Parks & 

Recreation



Story Stroll
Literary walks through McCormick park 
brought to you by the partnership of the 
St. Helens Public Library, St. Helens 
Parks & Recreation, and Parks Division.



Trunk or Treat
This is the third time 
the St. Helens 
Library Board has 
participated.They 
gave out 500 goodie 
bags made up of 
participant donated 
items.



City’s Employee of the Year Award
Youth Librarian Gretchen Kolderup



Makerspace
Long- range plans for the facilities.

The Makerspace is a collaborative work space where the community 
can gather to create, explore, and practice creative skills using shared 
technology.



Makerspace
The St. Helens Public Library received a $5000.00 sustaining grant from 
NW STEM Hub to expand hands -on educational programs at the library. 
The Library will use this to expand the Library of Things collection and 
STEM based play and programming in the upcoming Makerspace. 

Equipment available for use within the Makerspace will include items such 
as a laser cutter, a Cricut cutter, a sewing machine, audio and visual 
recording/editing equipment, and more.

The St. Helens Public Library believes that the new Makerspace fits with 
the Library’s mission to provide the community with optimal access to 
tools that promote and encourage lifelong learning, self -development, and 
life enhancement.



Types of Current Library Services Available
The Library of 
Things includes 
Wi -Fi mobile 
hotspots, Snap 
Circuits, a Dash 
coding robot, 3D 
pens, a bento 
making kit, 
electricity usage 
monitors, and 
more.
The NW Stem 
Hub sustaining 
grant will be used 
to expand our 
collection.



Encouraging 
widespread use 
of the library 
through card 
sign-up 
promotions!

● Digital only 
library cards

● Quarterly 
Library Cards



New Painted Book Drops!
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