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August 14, 2025 
 

ST. HELENS MUNICIPAL COURT REPORT 
 
 
I apologize for not appearing personally to present this report. I am covering in Lake 
Oswego Municipal Court and unable to attend in person or on video. 
 
I am pleased to report that operations of the St. Helens Municipal Court continue to run 
smoothly. Two new police officers were sworn in this morning. It was a pleasure to see 
the other members of the police department there in full force to support Officers 
Stratton and Rue. 
 
A major component of the court continuing to operate smoothly is the passage of the 
bond measure to fund the Columbia County Jail. One change that we recently learned of 
is that the Columbia County Jail is no longer holding defendants who are arrested based 
on a police officer’s probable cause for 36 hours. The 36-hour holding period allows the 
city attorney to determine whether it is appropriate to file charges and ask for a 
defendant to be held. I will be reviewing the Municipal Court’s standing order regarding 
pre-trial release and making any necessary changes in the next week. The police 
department and city prosecutor intend to begin a new procedure where the PD will 
notify Mr. Erskine if a new report will be submitted that would require an immediate 
arraignment. If a charge is filed, the court would notify the jail by 10:30am and conduct 
a video arraignment and determine whether a further release hearing is necessary. A 
copy of the current pre-trial release order that will be modified, if necessary. 
 
The court continues to have two defense attorneys, Steven Leskin and Steven 
Scharfstein. All the attorneys, including Mr. Erskine, represent their client very well. Mr. 
Leskin and Mr. Scharfstein’s contracts were both renewed recently and I look forward to 
continuing to with them. I am going into my eighth year as the St. Helens Municipal 
Court Judge! It is a pleasure to work for St. Helens and I look forward to many more 
years to come. 
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