A CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT

TO: Planning Commission acting as the Historic Landmarks Commission
FROM: Jennifer Dimsho, aicp, Associate Planner
RE: S. 1% Street, just south of the St. Helens Street Intersection

DATE: June 30, 2023

In November 2022, the City kicked off construction of the Streets & Utilities Project to prepare the
Riverfront property for redevelopment and enhance downtown St. Helens. A more detailed description
of the infrastructure included in this project is included on the City’s waterfront website. It is anticipated
to be completed by September 2024.

https://www.sthelensoregon.gov/waterfront/page/streets-and-utilities-extension-project

Part of the project includes intersection enhancements to the intersection of S. 1% Street and St. Helens
Street, which has been identified as “gateway” intersection, welcoming people to the City’s downtown.
One of the elements includes a gateway feature. City Council selected Lower Columbia Engineering, LLC
to work with a Stakeholder Committee to recommend a preferred design. The Stakeholder Committee
met three times from May to June and developed the preferred concept. The final design will be shared
for final feedback with the group.

Gateway Design Stakeholder Membership

Member

Role

John Walsh

City Administrator

Jenny Dimsho

City Project Manager

Sharon Darroux

City Engineering Manager

Alex Bird

City Engineer |

Les Watters

Columbia County Museum
Association Curator

Brandon Sundeen

City Councilor

Jessica Chilton

City Council President

Amara Liebelt

Mainstreet Alliance Executive
Director

Suzie Dahl

Mainstreet Alliance Arts & Design
Committee

Russell Hubbard

Planning Commissioner
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“Welcome to St. Helens”
Gateway on the corner of 4t Street &
Columbia Blvd.

Per SHMC 17.132.172 (7), permanent exterior architectural changes to buildings (including new
construction) must comply with the Riverfront District Architectural Guidelines. The Historic Landmarks
Commission shall make a recommendation to the approval authority as to whether the Commission
believes the proposal complies. Please review your copy of the Guidelines when looking at this proposal
and be prepared to discuss. The Guidelines can also be found on the City website on the City’s website:

https://www.sthelensoregon.gov/planning/page/riverfront-district-architectu ral-design-guidelines

Since this proposal is not a typical building, most of the guidelines do not apply. Gateway features most
resemble signage, so the relevant chapters include the Signage (Chapter 4) and the Material & Building
Colors (Chapter 6). The Commission must decide if the proposed Gateway feature complies with the
relevant Guidelines.

Attachments:

S. 1 St. & St. Helens St. Intersection Improvement Plan

Streetscape Elements

Gateway Plan Set

Relevant Chapters from the Riverfront District Architectural Guidelines
Gateway Rendering (TO BE PRESENTED DURING THE MEETING)
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ST HELENS AND S 1ST STREET INTERSECTION - GATEWAY PLAN
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