


Need?

The existing police station at 150 S. 13th Street is dated and insufficient for current and future staff. 
• Built in 1971, when population was 6,200
• No change (other than modular building added in 2018)      today’s population 14,400      130% increase!!!
• Main building is 2,200 office space/garage      smaller than many homes!
• ADA deficient 
• Antiquated seismic standards 
• Poor digital storage accommodation      Not an issue in 1971
• Entire vehicle fleet cannot be securely stored 
• Lack of private interview and training space 
• No armory
• Conditions thwart grant efforts







USE PER ZONING: Public Safety Facility, a conditional use

 “Public safety facilities” means providing protection pursuant to fire, life, and safety code sections together with the incidental storage and 
maintenance of necessary vehicles. Typical uses include fire stations, police stations, and ambulance services.

CONDITIONAL USE CRITERIA includes:

 The characteristics of the site are suitable for the proposed use considering size, shape, location, topography, and natural features.

USE PER FLOOD POLICY: Critical facility

 “Critical facility” means a facility for which even a slight chance of flooding might be too great. Critical facilities include, but are not 
limited to, schools, nursing homes, hospitals, police, fire and emergency response installations, and installations which produce, 
use or store hazardous materials or hazardous waste.

CRITICAL FACILITY POLICY:

 Construction of new critical facilities shall be, to the extent possible, located outside the limits of the special flood hazard area 
(SFHA). Construction of new critical facilities shall be permissible within the SFHA only if no feasible alternative site is available. 
Critical facilities construction within the SFHA shall have the lowest floor elevated at least three feet above the base flood 
elevation (BFE) or to the height of the 500-year flood, whichever is higher. Access to and from the critical facility shall also be 
protected to the height utilized above. Floodproofing and sealing measures must be taken to ensure that toxic substances will not 
be displaced by or released into floodwaters.

LOCATON AND ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS MATTERS  Site is anticipated to be impacted by flood waters, at least access



The Planning Commission denied this proposal based on:

- SHMC 17.100.040(1)(b) regarding Conditional Use Permit criterion:

•  The characteristics of the site are suitable for the proposed use considering size, shape, location, topography, and 
natural features.

•  Site selection still pertinent to help answer “why.”
•  Comes down to weighing pros and cons.

- SHMC 17.40.040(1) regarding significant wetland protection zone impacts.

Some protection zone impact due to secondary access.  Moot issue if Council finds site is ok for Police Station.

- SHMC 17.46.050(6) regarding critical facilities in flood hazard areas.

• Alternatives analysis (facility v. building).
• Building and surrounding improvements elevated
• Secondary access
• Is the slightest chance of flood too great?

- SHMC 17.100.040(1)(f) regarding Conditional Use Permit criterion—applicable policies of the comprehensive plan.

 19.08.060(3)(i).  Development in a hazardous area is required to meet strict standards to reduce or eliminate public 
harm.



The Cons















The Pros









INDUSTRIAL PARK - Site 6 
Vacant Property

Initial Facts:
• Owned by City
• 1-Story Size Potential – 66,000 Sq. Ft.

Decision – MOVE TO PHASE 2

Deciding Factors:
• City ownership
• Potential space/expansion needs
• Wetlands could be an issue
• Access ease to Hwy 30
• No one-way streets

This slide by Matt Brown 2020





City Owner$$$hip

 
 

 









“Mentionables”
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