TO: Planning Commission acting as the Historic Landmarks Commission
FROM: Jennifer Dimsho, AICP, Associate Planner

RE: 230 Strand Street (Courthouse Annex)

DATE: July 27, 2022

The City received a request from Emetick Architects, on behalf of Columbia County, for a few
minor exterior alterations to the Courthouse Annex building located at 230 Strand Street. The
exterior alterations include:

1. Replacement of the existing entry door with an automated sliding doot system to improve
access

2. Replacement of an existing floor-to-ceiling window which is cuttently covered with a
security grate with a new exterior door to provide access to the mail receiving room

3. Installation of a ground-mounted mail/patcel box doe USPS deliveries outside of the new
proposed mail receiving entry.

All improvements are on the east side (Columbia River side) of the building. These items are part of
a larger interior remodel of the Courthouse Annex building.

Per SHMC 17.32.070(7), permanent exterior architectural changes to buildings (that are not official
recognized historic resources) shall comply with the Riverfront District Architectural Guidelines.
The Historic Landmarks Commission shall make a recommendation to the approval authority as to
whether the Commission believes the proposal complies. Please review your copy of the guidelines
when looking at this proposal and be prepated to discuss. The guidelines can also be found on the
City website on the City’s website:

https://www.sthelensoregon.gov/planning/page/riverfront-district-architectural-design-guidelines

Generally, the east side of the Courthouse Annex is much less visible and sensitive than the original
courthouse where there is greater visual sensitivity. The annex is not compatible with the bulk of the
buildings in the Riverfront District and considered a non-contributing structure to the historic
district. That said, the few relevant sections of the guidelines to consider include building
fagade/entry, material & building colots, and windows.

Although the main entry door will be replaced because of its poot condition, the original entry
(location, layout, and appearance) will remain the same. Access will also improve because of its
automation.

Materials should be replaced with similar material types to maintain the original appearance of the
structure. The proposed door finishes and bronze USPS patcel box are specified to closely match
existing building materials and colot.

Although an existing original window will be replaced with a doot, it is not a2 majot contributor to
the character of the building given its current condition is covered by a metal mesh security screen,
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its less visible east side location, and its relation to the other windows on the building. The size of
the existing window is also generally the same size as the door which will replace it.

It is staff’s opinion that this proposal is consistent with the guidelines where applicable, but we are
open to any other feedback or recommended conditions that we may place on the anticipated
building permit submittal. Application matetials which include a photo of the proposed work area, a
site plan, a building plan, building elevations, specifications, and the applicant’s narrative addressing
the guidelines are attached.
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FLOOR PLAN GENERAL NOTES
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EMERICK ARCHITECTS

RIVERFRONT GUIDELINES NARRATIVE RESPONSE
COLUMBIA COUNTY COURTHOUSE ANNEX TI #2141

St. Helens Planning Department

Attn: Jenny Dimsho

Associate Planner/Community Development Project Manager
jdimsho@sthelensoregon.gov

RE: Courthouse Annex Tl Renovation Exterior Scope

July 26, 2022

Dear Jenny,

Thank you for your guidance on the review process for the proposed renovation of the ground
floor of the Courthouse annex for Columbia County. Per our discussion, We understand that
the proposed exterior scope of this project is subject to review by the Historic Landmarks
Commission for compliance with the Architectural Guidelines of the Riverfront District. To
support this process, below is a brief narrative response to applicable criteria within these
Guidelines.

Please feel free to reach out with any thoughts or questions. We look forward to continuing to
work with St. Helens on this project

Thank you,

/jngw/% -

Brendan Hart, RA

1. Awnings & Canopies
No awnings or canopies proposed

2. Building Fagade/Entry
2.2 General Guidance: “Maintain traditional fagade elements on existing structures and

encourage their use on new buildings”

2.3 Existing Buildings: “Preservation or restoration of original building facades and

entryways is necessary to maintain the unique qualities and characteristics of Olde

Towne, and to strengthen the integrity of the district”
Response: The proposed entry door replacement will closely match the existing
condition while remediating a failing condition providing greater accessibility to
public departments inside the building. The proposed new door will replace an
existing idiosyncratic window, currently fitted with a metal mesh security screen,
with an architecturally compatible new door. These alterations meet the intent
of the Guidelines by preserving the original building’s entry sequence, specifying
materials and finishes similar to the existing, and improving means of access and
use of the building.

3. Building Lighting
No building lighting proposed

321 SOUTHWEST FOURTH AVENUE #200 PORTLAND OREGON 97204 503 235 9400

armerick-architecis.com



EMERICK ARCHITECTS

4. Building Signage
No building signage proposed

5. Maintenance
5.2 General Guidance: "Prior to beginning an alteration or addition project, evaluate
what cleaning or alteration may be necessary to existing materials; ongoing
maintenance of all exterior components should promote the visual appearance of the
district.”
Response: The existing entry doors proposed for replacement have been
evaluated and found to not provide reliable security or thoughtful means of
accessibility, and are considered in need of replacement. The proposed
replacement is compatible with the existing condition.

6. Materials and Building Colors
6.2 General Guidance: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize the historic district should be
preserved
6.3 Existing Buildings: "During rehabilitation of buildings, replace materials with similar
material types to maintain original appearance of the structure.”
Response: The proposed doors and exterior mail/parcel box are specified to
closely match existing materials, detailing, and colors. This meets the intent of
the Guidelines to maintain visual continuity across the fagade.

7. Roof
No roof alterations proposed

8. Setback, Orientation, and Bulk
No setback, orientation, or bulk alterations proposed

9. Windows

8.3 Existing Buildings: “Original windows are to be maintained; original windows which

are covered should be uncovered”
Response: The window proposed to be replaced is a minor idiosyncratic condition
that occurs in just one location and is not a major contributor to the building's
character. This condition also occurs on the less public parking-lot (east) side of
the building. The proposed replacement of this window with an architecturally
compatible door, providing access isolated from other building functions and
occupants, is a necessary alteration to improve the level of safety for mail
delivery at the building. The proposed alteration meets the intent of the
Guidelines by maintaining the existing wall/window ratio, and remaining
compatible with the original composition and finishes of the building.
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