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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To:  City Council  Date: Nov. 25, 2024 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 cc:  Planning Commission 
 
 
 
 
ASSOCIATE PLANNER/PROJECT MANAGER—In addition to routine tasks, the Associate 
Planner/Community Development Project Manager has been working on: See attached. 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION—PREAPPLICATIONS MEETINGS 
 
Conducted a pre-application meeting for a potential multifamily development at the S. 1st Street 
and Columbia Boulevard intersection. 
 
Had a preliminary Q&A meeting for the city’s sanitary sewer upgrades, specifically pump station 
#7 along Old Portland Road. 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION—MISC. 
 
See attached public notice regarding dredging in the Columbia River.  Figure 9 includes the St. 
Helens area. 
 
Prepared for the department’s semi-annual report to the City Council and Planning Commission. 
 
Attended workshops for the inclusion of the Endangered Species Act onto the National Flood 
Insurance Policy. 
 
Assisted property owner in Cherrywood Estates II with a wetland/storm water issue resulting 
from the c. 2001 development and the 2003 wetland rules the shortly followed.  We’ve been 
communicating with this person off and on for some time, but some extra correspondence this 
month. 
 
Sanitary sewage management issue for food trucks continue as staff works to get those within 
city limits in line with city regulations.  This effort started about a year ago.  Of the four 
locations we currently have, two are ok and two need to work towards being ok.  
 
We had our last technical advisory committee meeting for the EOA this month.  Good committee 
with valuable input. 
 
 
 
 
 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
 
November 12, 2024 meeting (outcome): The Commission held a public hearing for part 2 of the 
2024 Development Code amendments.  The Commission also discussed Planning Commission 
term expirations / reappointments and the 2025 public meetings schedule due to a conflict in 
November for the normal 2nd Tuesday in a month meeting date. 
 
December 10, 2024 meeting (upcoming): The Commission will have three public hearings: (1) 
for CCMH campus expansion, (2) a Conditional Use Permit + four Variances to rebuild a triplex 
that burned several years ago, and 3) a pair of Variances for a couple of recently adjusted lots 
along the 100 block of S. 6th Street.  
 
The Commission will also conduct interviews for three candidates to fill a vacancy starting in 
January and staff will present the Planning Department’s semi-annual report. 
 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
 
Quarterly data updates this month. 
 
Several hours spent getting new Engineering employee Bashar Al-Daomi established with their 
ArcGIS Desktop.  This was valuable though, as it reminded me that the GIS software we have 
been using is being retired in early 2026, so it is imperative that time is spent this year getting 
familiar with its replacement, ArcGIS Pro.  
 
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS RELATED TO LAND USE 
 
The Council approved “part 1” of the 2024 Development Code Amendments (file CPZA.1.24).  
Part 2’s hearing will be in December.  First reading for this Ordinance has occurred. 



From: Jennifer Dimsho
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Subject: November Planning Department Report
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Here are my additions to the November Planning Department Report.
GRANTS

1. Riverwalk Project (OPRD Grants x2) – Contractor is working on final shoreline bank

revetment and remaining utilities. Concrete pours will continue to occur weather

permitting. Construction timeline looks on track for an early completion. Contract is

approximately 50% expended. Submitted our first LWCF grant disbursement of

approximately 750k. Coordinated with Communications on E-newsletter content and

timing of drone footage. Reviewing/tracking submittals and RFIs. Attending bi-weekly

check-ins with contractor and design team.

2. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG): Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project –
$2.5 million grant award to fund design/engineering/permitting for 3 sanitary sewer

basins identified as deficient in the adopted Wastewater Master Plan. Reviewed 30%

design during workshop with consultant team. At approximately 30% of funds expended

and between 30% design and 60% design. On track for our 3rd disbursement request in

December for work through November.

3. DLCD Technical Assistance Program – 60k will fund a new Economic Opportunities

Analysis (EOA). TAC meeting #3 held on 11/19 where the comprehensive plan economic

goals and policies were reviewed. Preparing for the Joint CC/CC meeting on 12/11 where

the final draft will be reviewed.

4. ODOT Community Paths Program: St. Helens Scappoose Trail Refinement Project –

405k to study a trail route refinement project (30% design) from St. Helens to Scappoose.

ODOT says consultant selection will be soon. Coordinated with County and Scappoose on

selection committee. Likely to kickoff early 2025.

5. 2024 Travel Oregon Grant Program: Riverwalk Project - 100k grant for Riverwalk Project.

Anticipated to receive remaining 50k when project is complete by April 2025.

6. ODOT TGM Program: Transportation Systems Plan – ODOT says it will likely be early

2025 when we forward with consultant selection. Traffic counts via cameras complete.

7. 2025 Travel Oregon Grant Program: Attended webinar about the upcoming grant cycle.

Awards are up to 150k for accessibility improvements. Considering an application for

design and construction of Courthouse Plaza improvements. Letter of Interest available

online December 2 when a deadline for December 15. Final grant applications due end of

February 27, 2025.
PROJECTS & MISC

8. Business Oregon – Infrastructure Finance Authority – Low-interest loan for Streets &
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Utilities Project and Riverwalk improvements. Loan amendment coordinated and

approved by Council on 11/20. Submitted Disbursement Request #4 which put us at about

85% complete with expenditures on the loan. Attending regular check-ins. Reviewed

regular Waterfront E-newsletter content regarding construction updates, closures,

progress, etc. Follow the City’s Waterfront E-newsletter for timely updates.   

9. St. Helens US 30 Entry Sign – Attended Columbia County Tourism Program Manager to

discuss potential funding source for a St. Helens entry sign on US 30. Worked with Ramsay

Signs to update our cost estimates for the existing design in both an illuminated and non-

illuminated version.

10. 2024 Certified Local Government Workshop  – Attended the SHPO CLG Workshop on

11/6 in Dallas, Oregon.

11. Oregon Government Ethics Commission Training – Attended training on Public Meetings

Law on 11/18 hosted by OGEC who newly administers the rules
Jenny Dimsho, AICP | Community Development Project Manager
City of St. Helens | Planning Department
265 Strand Street, St. Helens, OR 97051 | www.sthelensoregon.gov
P: (503) 366-8207 | jdimsho@sthelensoregon.gov
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