'Cityof CHARTER COMMISSION

St. F T, aanS AGENDA REPORT

TO: Charter Chair and Board

FROM: Kate Thunstrom, City Administrator

SUBJECT: Charter — Changes to Section 8.01 Improvement & Levy Assessments
DATE: February 9, 2026

OVERVIEW:

Updates to the City Charter can be necessary as the city makes changes through budget,
policy or through changes in state law. The following item has been identified in the current
city charter.

8.01 Power to Make Improvements & Levy Assessments.

Current language: Any collector street or sidewalk shall be assessed at fifty percent
(50%) to the benefited property.

Proposed language: Any collector street or sidewalk may be assessed at fifty percent

(50%) to the benefited property.

Per City Charter, “shall” is mandatory in which “may” is permissive. Currently the City operates
a street fund and is not charging the 50% assessment to streets. This change would allow the
city to continue to the street program, however, protect it in the event a change is made in the

future needing where the assessments are brought back.

Process to Amend Charter Language — for information purposes

Option A. City Council may propose an amendment to the Charter.

1. Council submits the ordinance proposing an amendment to the Charter Commission

2. Charter has 60 days for review (which may be extended by the commission an additional 90 days by filing
a resolution determining that additional time is necessary with the City Clerk)
After the review, Commission returns any amendments or its own substitute amendment to the council.

4. The Council then submits to the voters either the amendment or originally proposed amendment.

Option B. Charter Commission may recommend the Council amend the Charter by Ordinance




1. Within one month of receiving the recommendation, City must public notice of a public hearing of the
proposal.

Public hearing must be held at least two weeks but not more than one month after the notice is published.
Within one month of the public hearing, Council must vote on the proposed amendment.

The vote must be unanimous.
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If adopted, the ordinance becomes effective 90 days after passage and publication unless a later date is
provided in the ordinance.

Residents have the right to Petition if not placed on a ballot

1. Within 60 days after passage and publication, a petition signed by registered voters equal in number to at
least 5% of the registered voters in the city or 2,000 whichever is less, may be submitted to force a
referendum on the amendment.

2. If a petition is filed, the city will submit the question to a general or special election.

State Statute 410.12, subd.6 Amendments, cities of the fourth class

Cities of a fourth class, having less than 10,000 residents, having a home rule charter may propose amendments
by ordinance without submission to the Charter commission.

Such ordinance if enacted, shall be adopted by at least four-fifths vote of all its members

2. Vote shall be after a public hearing upon two weeks published notice containing the text of the
amendment.

3. No sooner than three months after the passage of the ordinance, council shall submit the amendment to
the people

4. The Council shall submit the proposed amendment to the people at a general or special election (subd.4
Election)

5. 1f 51% of the votes are in favor, it shall take effect 30 days from the date of the election or at such other

time as fixed in the amendment.

Requested Charter Action:

Motion, Second to (recommend / not recommend) to the City Council to adjust the language to

replace the word “shall” with “may” on public improvements.



