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City of Stevenson 
Planning Department 

 

(509)427-5970  7121 E Loop Road, PO Box 371 
Stevenson, Washington 98648 

 

TO: City Council 
FROM: Ben Shumaker, Short Plat Administrator 
DATE: August 21st, 2025 

SUBJECT: Proposed Short Plat Vacation for Rock Cove Hospitality (SP2025-01) 
 

Introduction 
The Planning Department has received a short plat application for alteration of a plat along Rock Creek 
Drive. Owned an investment group, the 2 properties involved are currently vacant and the site of a 
development proposal. The tax lot numbers for the properties are 02-07-01-0-0-1302 and -1303. Per the 
city code, the City Council must review these proposals and find the public use and interest prior to 
approval. 

The proposal involves a) consolidation of the 2 lots into 1 and b) relocation of a public access easement 
on the site. Approval of both proposals is appropriate. 

Background 
This request only involves the 2 topics above. The request does not involve approval of the development 
on the development on the site. The Planning Commission approved the development via SHOR2023-02. 
Their review ensured consistency with the City of Stevenson Shoreline Master Program (SMP). The SMP 
designates the Planning Commission as the City’s review authority for determining the adequacy of public 
access involved in development proposals. In addition to the public access proposed by the developer, 
the Planning Commission’s approval contained several conditions related to public access.  

The Planning Commission decision was appealed by a community member, asserting the public access 
was inadequate. The appeal was heard by the state Shorelines Management Hearings Board, which 
upheld the Planning Commission’s decision. 

The City Council is not asked to determine adequacy of public access. It is asked to determine whether 
there is a public use and interest in aligning public access easements with the required public access 
features of the site. 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends the following motion: 

“Based on the public interest in aligning public use easements and public access areas, I move to approve 
this application for short plat vacation.” 

Relevant City Policies 
SMC 16.02.260(A): Whenever any person is interested in the vacation of any short plat or any portion 

thereof, or any area designated or dedicated for public use, that person shall file an application for 
vacation with the council. The application shall set forth the reasons for vacation and shall contain 
signatures of the owner(s) of that portion of the short plat subject to vacation. If the short plat is 
subject to restrictive covenants which were filed at the time of the approval of the short plat, and 
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the application for vacation would result in the violation of a covenant, the application shall contain 
an agreement signed by all parties subject to the covenants providing that the parties agree to 
terminate or alter the relevant covenants to accomplish the purpose of the vacation of the short 
plat or portion thereof. 

SMC 16.02.260(B): Upon receipt of an application for alteration, the council shall provide notice of the 
application to all owners of property within a short plat, and as provided for in Section 16.02.110(C). 
The notice shall establish a date for public hearing. 

SMC 16.02.260(C): The council shall give notice as provided in Section 16.02.110(C) and shall conduct a 
public hearing on the application for vacation and may approve or deny the application for vacation 
of the short plat after determining the public use and interest to be served by the vacation of the 
short plat. If any portion of the land contained in the short plat was dedicated to the public for 
public use or benefit, such land, if not previously deeded to the city, shall be deeded to the city 
unless the council shall set forth findings that the public use would not be served in retaining title to 
such lands. 

SMC 16.02.110(C): After the short plat administrator determines that the proposed short plat application 
and map contain the required information and data, the short plat administrator shall distribute 
copies of the short plat application and map to the following as is necessary:… 
1. City public works department; 
2. City clerk-treasurer; 
3. Southwest Washington Health District; 
4. City Planning Commission… 
7. The administrator will mail notice of the proposed short plat to the latest recorded real property 
owners as shown by the records of the county assessor, who share a common boundary line with 
property being short platted, by United States first class mail. 

Thank you, 

 

Ben Shumaker 

 

Attachments 
• Plat Map 
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