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City of Stevenson 
Planning Department 

 

(509)427-5970  7121 E Loop Road, PO Box 371 
Stevenson, Washington 98648 

 

TO: City Council 
FROM: Ben Shumaker 
DATE: April 3rd, 2025 

SUBJECT: ZON2024-02: Rezone Request: R2 to R3 on Lasher Street 
 

Introduction 
The City Council is asked to take public testimony on a request to rezone approximately 0.52 acres1 of land from 
R2 Two-Family Residential to R3 Multi-Family Residential. After closing the public hearing, a provisional decision is 
expected. 

Recommended Action 
The Planning Commission reviewed the request on March 10th and recommended Council approval. 

Guiding City Policies 
Zoning Code 

ZMC 17.08.030 – Purpose of Zoning Map 

The Zoning Map adopted for the City is an official map and land use policy to control and direct the use and 
development of property in the municipal territory by dividing it comprehensively into districts according to the 
present and potential use of the properties. 

SMC 17.50.010 – Boundary or Zone Changes 

The Council may, upon proper application, upon recommendation of the planning commission, or upon its own 
motion, after public hearing and referral to and report from the planning commission, change by resolution the 
district boundary lines or zone classification as shown on the zoning map, provided such change is duly 
considered in relationship to a comprehensive plan. 

Comprehensive Plan 

Goal 2: “Development within the Urban Area wisely considers the long-term interests of the community” 
2.7-2 Balance the availability of sufficient land for various uses when designating Future Land Use and Zoning 

districts. 
2.7-3 Consider infill potential when designating Future Land Use and Zoning districts, especially with regard to 

multi-family housing. 
2.7-5 Consider location and suitability of land for urban uses and established need when designating Future Land 

Use and Zoning districts. 
2.12 Facilitate and encourage the use of innovative building types and land development patterns that encourage 

conservation of energy and other resources. 
2.14 Ensure development review processes are prompt, predictable, open, and uncomplicated. 

Goal 3: “A variety of housing options accommodates all residents” 

 
1 This is the lot area as reported by the applicant in the application. There is reason to believe less than 0.52 acres available 
for development. See public comments from L. Miller and S. Patton. 
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3.1 Periodically review and revise land development regulations for residential areas to accommodate changing 
social and economic needs of residents. 

3.2 Encourage a range of residential land uses, housing sizes, types, and price ranges and establish appropriate 
development criteria. 

3.2-2 Ensure adequate and buildable areas for multi-family housing development. 

Future Land Use Map: …The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map is crucial for showing clearly and concisely how the 
Goals, Objectives, and Tactics contained in Chapter 3 relate to the Population Report in Appendix C. This map designates 
all areas of the City and Urban Area according to five basic land use designations describing where population and 
business growth will occur and how the City intends for lands to be used in the future. 

The Future Land Use designations are not zoning districts, and the Future Land Use Map is not a zoning map. Whereas the City 
of Stevenson Zoning Map is an official regulatory document adopted by ordinance through the Zoning Code, the 
Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map is a guidance document that will be used to shape future decisions about 
annexations, land development policies, the size and timing of capital facility upgrades, changes to existing zoning 
designations, and those purposes indicated in RCW 35A.63.080… 

High Density Residential (HDR) 
An area dominated by multi-family housing or single-family housing on lots smaller than 15,000 square feet. Residential uses 

in these areas are often mixed with institutions, utilities, schools, and parks and/or located in close proximity to 
commercial uses more characteristic of urban areas. Development within a High Density Residential area almost 
exclusively requires extension of, or connection to, public water and sewer systems. Development patterns in these areas 
encourage connected street networks with pedestrian and bicycle facilities providing connections to abutting 
neighborhoods, schools, parks, and business centers. High Density Residential areas may be subcategorized by single-
family or multi-family designations, and public use designations.… 

Background 

Site Characteristics 

Subject Parcel 
Owner(s) Tax Lot # 

 
Zoning 
District 

Current Use Parcel Size 

Green Gorge, LLC 03-07-36-4-3-1800-00 R2 Vacant Land ~0.52 ac 
(~22,650 sf)* 

 

Surrounding Property Characteristics 

  Zoning Land Use 

Subject Property R2 Two Family Vacant 

North R2 Two-Family Single-Family Residence/Vacant Land 

East R3 Multi-Family 36 Unit Multi-Family 

South R3 Multi-Family Single-Family Residences 

West R3 Multi-Family Single-Family Residence 
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Aerial Photo 

 
 

Zoning Comparison 

Text Comparison      

 
Allowed Use 
Comparison 

  Allowed Density 

 
R2 

(Existing) 
R3 

(Request) 
 R2 (Existing) R3 (Request) 

Travel Trailer Prohibited Not Listed 
Minimum Lot 

Area 
5,000 sf + 2,000 

sf per Unit over 1 
2,000 sf per Unit 

 

Townhome Conditional Principal 
Maximum 

Number Lots 

3 Duplex-4 
Single Family 

Lots 

11 Single-Family 
Lots 

Assisted Living 
Facility 

Unlisted Conditional 
Maximum 

Density 
2 per lot 

1 per 2,000 sf lot 
area 

Nursing Home Unlisted Conditional Maximum Units 7 units 11 units 

Bed & Breakfast Conditional Principal    

Hostel Conditional Principal    

Hotel Prohibited Conditional    
Public Access EV 

Station 
Unlisted Conditional    

Street-Side EV 
Station 

Unlisted Conditional    

Subsistence 
Gardening 

Principal Accessory    

Nursery (Plants) Unlisted Conditional    
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Current Zoning Map Requested Zoning Map 

    
 
Staff Analysis 

The subject property lies within the HDR – High Density Residential area of the Comprhensive Plan’s Future Land 
Use Map. This designation would support both the existing zoning designation and the requested change. 

The subject property is the only property abutting Lasher Street which does not bear the requested R3 Multi-
Family Residential zoning designation. There is no apparent rationale for the disparate treatment of the subject 
property. 

Next Steps & Public Involvement 
Notice of the meeting has been mailed to the owners of all property within 300 feet of the subject property, 
posted in 3 locations near the site, and published in the Skamania County Pioneer. The proposal has been 
reviewed under the State Environmental Policy Act and a mitigated determination of nonsignificance was issued. 
The mitigation measure relates to the transportation impact of the site’s increased potential for development. The 
14-day comment period on the SEPA threshold determination closes on April 3rd. As of this writing, no comments 
have been submitted related to it.  

The City Council is encouraged to read the written public comments attached to this report and listen to any 
verbal testimony provided at the public hearing and render a provisional decision on the application. If the 
decision is to approve the rezoning request, then an updated map will be prepared for final adoption at the April 
regular meeting. 

Prepared by, 

 

Ben Shumaker 
Community Development Director 
 

Attachment 
1- Application to Rezone 
2- Future Land Use Map 
3- Draft Planning Commission Minutes 
4- Ex Parte Communications 

A. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (A) (Anderson, Cox, Rice) 
B. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (B) (Anderson, Cox, Rice) 
C. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (C) (Anderson, Cox, Rice) 
D. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (D) (Anderson, Cox, Rice) 
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E. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (E) (Anderson, Cox, Rice) 
F. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (F) (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 
G. S. Patton Email 3/10/2025 (G) (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 
H. S. Patton Email 3/11/2025 (A) (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 
I. S. Patton Email 3/11/2025 (B) (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 
J. S. Patton Email 3/11/2025 (C) (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 
K. S. Patton Email 3/29/2025 (Anderson, Cox, Johnson, Lauser, Oldfield, Rice) 

5- Draft Resolution 
6- Public Comments 

A. L. Miller Email 3/24/2025 
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CHAPTER 4-MAPS 

Many of the Goals, Objectives and Tactics described in the previous chapter are tied to specific infrastructure, 
institutions, or areas of Stevenson. The policies called for in the Comprehensive Plan often cannot be 
accomplished without maps that provide a fuller understanding of how specific areas of the city interrelate and 
connect with each other.  

Future Land Use Map 
The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map is crucial 
for showing clearly and concisely how the Goals, Objectives, 
and Tactics contained in Chapter 3 relate to the Population 
Report in Appendix C. This map designates all areas of the 
City and Urban Area according to five basic land use 
designations describing where population and business 
growth will occur and how the City intends for lands to be 
used in the future. 

The Future Land Use designations are not zoning districts, 
and the Future Land Use Map is not a zoning map. Whereas the City of Stevenson Zoning Map is an official 
regulatory document adopted by ordinance through the Zoning Code, the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land 
Use Map is a guidance document that will be used to shape future decisions about annexations, land 
development policies, the size and timing of capital facility upgrades, changes to existing zoning designations, 
and those purposes indicated in RCW 35A.63.080. 

Urban Reserve (UR) 
An area within which future development and extension of 
public services are contemplated but not imminent. Existing 
uses, particularly vacant lands and very low density single-
family housing, coexist with uses otherwise characteristic of 
more rural areas. Further development within an Urban 
Reserve is discouraged until public services can be provided 
and urban level densities and intensities of land use can occur. 
Urban Reserve areas may be subcategorized to anticipate any 
other land use designation described below and may be 
changed to such designations without amending the plan 
when adequate public services are provided. 

Low Density Residential (LDR) 
An area dominated by single-family homes on lots 15,000 square feet or larger. Development within a Low 
Density Residential area typically requires extension of public water service and other urban services, though 
on-site septic systems are often unavoidable and desirable as an alternative to extension of the public sewer 
collection system. The development pattern encourages connected  
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street networks where terrain permits. Where terrain does not permit, culs-de-sac are often paired with 
pedestrian pathways to provide adequate non-automotive connectivity to nearby neighborhoods, schools, 
parks, and business centers. 

High Density Residential (HDR) 
An area dominated by multi-family housing or single-family housing on lots smaller than 15,000 square feet. 
Residential uses in these areas are often mixed with institutions, utilities, schools, and parks and/or located in 
close proximity to commercial uses more characteristic of urban areas. Development within a High Density 
Residential area almost exclusively requires extension of, or connection to, public water and sewer systems. 
Development patterns in these areas encourage connected street networks with pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities providing connections to abutting neighborhoods, schools, parks, and business centers. High 
Density Residential areas may be subcategorized by single-family or multi-family designations, and public 
use designations. 

Low Intensity Trade (LIT) 
An area where commercial activity is interspersed and coexists with other recreational, and 
public/institutional uses in the same area. Low Intensity Trade areas typically provide opportunities to 
capitalize on and expand the regional tourism and service industries. Because of the space typically 
demanded by Low Intensity Trade activities, the uses allowed in these areas are often inappropriate or cannot 
exist within Downtown Stevenson or other High Intensity Trade areas; however, Low Intensity Trade areas are 
not intended to detract from the viability of, or compete with, High Intensity Trade areas. Development of 
Low Intensity trade areas almost exclusively requires public service extension. Although the parking and 
access patterns of Low Intensity Trade areas are typically oriented primarily to automotive traffic, adequate 
accommodations for pedestrian and bicycle users are also included. Low Intensity Trade areas may be 
subcategorized by general, recreation, and public use designations. 

High Intensity Trade (HIT) 
An area primarily devoted to commercial, light industrial, 
public/institutional activities, mixed uses, multi-family, and 
existing single-family residences. These areas contain a dense, 
highly intensive land use pattern focusing on an urban style of 
development and architecture. Availability of urban services 
adds to the viability of High Intensity Trade areas. High 
Intensity Trade areas may be subcategorized by downtown, 
office, and industrial designations. Development in downtown 
areas typically follows a tight-knit gridiron pattern that 
emphasizes the importance of pedestrians and bicyclists to 

ensure areas are walkable. As compared to downtown areas, office and industrial areas are more dependent 
on automotive traffic. 
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DRAFT Minutes 
Stevenson Planning Commission Meeting 

Monday, March 10, 2025 
6:00 PM 

 
 Planning Commission Vice-Chair Auguste Zettler 

called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. A quorum was 
present. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT Vice-Chair Auguste Zettler; Commissioners Anne 

Keesee, Charles Hales and Tony Lawson were in 
attendance. PC Chair Jeff Breckel was not in 
attendance. 

 
STAFF PRESENT Community Development Director Ben Shumaker, 

Planning & Public Works Assistant Tiffany Andersen  
 
GUESTS                                            Mike Green, Brian McKenzie 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT Mary Repar 
 
A. Preliminary Matters 
 
1. Public Comment Expectations         Shumaker explained use of tools for remote and public 

participants: For remote, *6 to mute/unmute & *9 to raise 
hand, or raise hand icon. Commenters must raise their 
hand and be acknowledged by the Chair. Individual 
comments may be limited to 3 minutes. Disruptive 
individuals may be required to leave the meeting. 
Persistent disruptions may result in the meeting being 
recessed and continued at a later date. 

 
2. Public Comment Period:              Mary Repar commented on Lasher Street Parking 
 
3. Approval of Minutes:                   February 10th, 2024 Planning Commission meeting 

minutes were approved unanimously following a motion 
by Commissioner Keesee, seconded by Commissioner 
Lawson. There were no changes or corrections. 

 
B. New Business                                ZON2024-02: Rezone Request: R2 to R3 on Lasher 

Street 
 
4. Zoning Recommendations           Proposal from property owners to rezone a .052 acre 

parcel on Lasher Street from R2 Two-Family to R3 
Multi-Family residential. 
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a. Appearance of Fairness               Shumaker explained and administered the Appearance of 

Fairness Doctrine. The Appearance of Fairness Doctrine 
is a rule of law requiring government decision-makers in 
a quasi-judicial setting to conduct non-court hearings and 
proceedings in a way that is fair, impartial and unbiased 
in both appearance and fact. Any conflicts of interest 
must be disclosed to ensure fairness and impartiality. 
Disclosures include any financial interest in the final 
outcome, any outside (ex-parte) communications made 
with any party of interest or anything else that could be 
construed as a conflict or affecting any decision making. 
Decision makers can be challenged by applicants 
regarding any perceived conflicts of interest. 
 
Disclosure  
None of the Planning Commissioners disclosed any ex-
parte communications concerning the application, and 
none reported any financial conflicts or other matters that 
would impede a fair and impartial decision. There were 
no challenges by the applicant or the public. 

 
b. Presentation by Staff                    Community Development Director Ben Shumaker 

explained the proposal for rezoning. The presentation 
provides opportunity for public involvement. He noted 
state statutes require a review, and the City Council will 
hold a public hearing regarding the application. The 
subject property lies within the HDR – High Density 
Residential area of the Comprehensive Plan’s Future 
Land Use Map. This designation would support both the 
existing zoning designation and the requested change. 
The subject property is the only property served by 
Lasher Street which does not bear the requested R3 
Multi- Family Residential zoning designation. There is no 
apparent rationale for the disparate treatment of the 
subject property. Maximum units allowed would be 11. 
  

 
c. Presentation by Applicant            Brian McKenzie, the applicant stated he was looking for 

the best use of the area.  It is currently bordered by R3 
structures on 3 sides. Higher density would allow 
additional housing units to be constructed. 

 
d. Public Involvement 
 
1. Comments in Favor                       None received 
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2. Comments in Opposition              Mary Repar spoke about the need to conduct a SEPA 
(State Environmental Policy Act) determination and 
received clarification of the site's location. She expressed 
concerns about wildlife habitat. She was informed the 
SEPA comment period was still open.                             
Shumaker noted the purpose of the presentation was to 
consider the zoning request. Information provided would 
help the Planning Commission make a recommendation 
to the City Council on the proposal. 

 
3. Comments Neither in Favor         None received. 
nor Opposition 
 
e. Commission Deliberation             Commissioners held a brief discussion. It was determined 

the proposal would not change the nature of the 
neighborhood. With surrounding structures zoned as R3, 
all concurred it was a reasonable request for change. 
Vice-Chair Zettler noted the presentation was for a 
zoning determination following the rules and policies 
currently in place. 

 
f. ACTION                                         A motion to recommend approval of the proposal to the 

City Council made by Commissioner Hales, seconded 
by Commissioner Keesee was approved unanimously.  

 
D. Discussion 
 
C. Old Business 
 
5. Staff & Commission Reports:        Community Development Director Ben Shumaker 

provided an update on staffing levels within the city.  
 

Planning & Public Works Assistant Tiffany Andersen  
explained the procedure and timeline regarding the 
processing of public records requests. One request 
involves reviewing 17,000 emails. 
 
Utility Customer Audit   
Shumaker reported when utility rates changed last year, 
the rates were not applied equally. The city is undertaking 
a review of accounts to determine where billing errors 
took place. 
 

 
6. Thought of the Month:                 Designing. -Vitruvian Triad: Firmitas, Utilitas, Venustas:      

Durability, Usability, Beauty https://moss-
design.com/vitruvius/ -Components of Venustus: 
https://www.cnu.org/publicsquare/2025/02/24/six-point- 



02-10-2025 4 

visual-check-better-downtown. Articulated architectural 
approach of Romans.  

 
Mary Repar questioned when the Planning Commission 
would hold an affordable housing discussion. She 
recommended a Community Roots presentation. Vice-
Chair Zettler and Commissioner Hales noted the issue 
has been a long time topic. It was suggested without some 
form of subsidization it is unlikely the housing market 
will support affordable housing developments. Mary 
encouraged Commissioners to look at Clark County's 
programs. 

 
E. Adjournment                                Vice-Chair Zettler declared the meeting adjourned at 

6:48 following a motion by Commissioner Keesee, 
seconded by Commissioner Lawson. 



4.

Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox
<dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show who the
property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-Family to
R3 Multi-Family residential.

https://meetings.municode.com/adaHtmlDocument/index?cc=STEVWA&me=99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9&ip=False


4.

Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox
<dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and SHOCKER,
that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show who
the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-Family to
R3 Multi-Family residential.

mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
https://meetings.municode.com/adaHtmlDocument/index?cc=STEVWA&me=99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9&ip=False


Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 5:55 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Laci Miller <laci4m@gmail.com>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf 

" The subject property is the only property served by Lasher Street which does not bear the requested R3 Multi
Family Residential zoning designation. There is no apparent rationale for the disparate treatment of the subject
property."

Ben,
I went to the mapsifter, and it appears the Miller property directly north of of the proposed rezone....Millers
property is zone R2 and is served by Lasher St. Did you send out notices to the surrounding
land owners on the proposed rezone?
Staci

TerraScan TaxSifter - SKAMANIA County Washington

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 5:45 PM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from the
more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian McKenzie
and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation to the
City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take public testimony on the proposal
prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of the
hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to disclose whether you
have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair and
impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte communications from the
applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate
time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to act
fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If challenges are received, we
encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM

https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/stevwa-meet-99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9/ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/stevwa-meet-99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9/ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/stevwa-meet-99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9/ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf
https://skamaniawa-taxsifter.publicaccessnow.com/Assessor.aspx?keyId=246790&parcelNumber=03073643150000&typeID=1
mailto:ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com


4.

To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Dave
Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show
who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-Family
to R3 Multi-Family residential.

mailto:ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:nwtsrinc@gmail.com
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
https://meetings.municode.com/adaHtmlDocument/index?cc=STEVWA&me=99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9&ip=False


Business Name: GREEN GORGE LLC

605 636 611 Business Type: WA LIMITED LIABILITY 

Business Status: ACTIVE

2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES Principal Office Mailing Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BON

Expiration Date: 10/31/2025

UNITED STATES, WASHINGTON Formation/ Registration Date: 10/25/2024

Period of Duration: PERPETUAL

Nature of Business:

Registered Agent Name: BRIAN MCKENZIE

Street Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES

Mailing Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES

4.

Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Laci Miller <laci4m@gmail.com>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

" The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian McKenzie and Green Construction. "

Brian McKenzie IS Green Gorge LLC........so for clarification, its a joint venture between himself?

REGISTERED AGENT I<yayabear3@gmail.com> 
ITEM-Attachment-001-109

" The subject property is th
requested R3 Multi Fami
the disparate treatment of 

Ben,
I went to the mapsifter, a

rezone....Millers property is zone R2 and is served by Lasher St. Did you send out notices to the surrounding
land owners on the proposed rezone?
Staci

TerraScan TaxSifter - SKAMANIA County Washington

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 5:45 PM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from the more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation to the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review proce
decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclos
stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte commu
issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then a
decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.s
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly for

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/2106+AALVIK+ST,+N+BONNEVILLE,+WA,+98639,+UNITED+STATES?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2106+AALVIK+ST,+N+BONNEVILLE,+WA,+98639,+UNITED+STATES?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2106+AALVIK+ST,+N+BONNEVILLE,+WA,+98639,+UNITED+STATES?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2106+AALVIK+ST,+N+BONNEVILLE,+WA,+98639,+UNITED+STATES?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/stevwa-meet-99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9/ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf
https://mccmeetingspublic.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/stevwa-meet-99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9/ITEM-Attachment-001-109268cca75e4b33a4baf84db1ca9fd4.pdf
https://skamaniawa-taxsifter.publicaccessnow.com/Assessor.aspx?keyId=246790&parcelNumber=03073643150000&typeID=1
mailto:ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
mailto:ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
https://meetings.municode.com/adaHtmlDocument/index?cc=STEVWA&me=99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9&ip=False


Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Laci Miller <laci4m@gmail.com>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

I am going to point out, that regardless of if Mike Greens name is signed on the request, it doesnt change the fact that the formation of "Green Gorge LLC" was formed on 10/25/2
McKenzie as the registered agent, 3 days before the property was purchased. I do find it odd, especially since Mike Green already has a construction company....and so does Mc



Business Name: GREEN GORGE LLC

605 636 611 Business Type: WA LIMITED LIABILIT

Business Status: ACTIVE

2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES Principal Office Mailing Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BO

Expiration Date: 10/31/2025

UNITED STATES, WASHINGTON Formation/ Registration Date: 10/25/2024

Period of Duration: PERPETUAL

Nature of Business:

Registered Agent Name: BRIAN MCKENZIE

Street Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES

Mailing Address: 2106 AALVIK ST, N BONNEVILLE, WA, 98639, UNITED STATES

4.

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 6:14 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
" The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian McKenzie and Green Construction. "

Brian McKenzie IS Green Gorge LLC........so for clarification, its a joint venture between himself?

REGISTERED AGENT<yayabear3@gmail.com
ITEM-Attachment-001-1

" The subject property is
requested R3 Multi Fam
the disparate treatment 

Ben,
I went to the mapsifter

rezone....Millers property is zone R2 and is served by Lasher St. Did you send out notices to the surrounding
land owners on the proposed rezone?
Staci

TerraScan TaxSifter - SKAMANIA County Washington

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 5:45 PM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from the more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation to the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review pro
decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclo
stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte comm
issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then
decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@c
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly f

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.
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Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 8:41 PM
To: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Chuck Oldfield <chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>,
Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Tiffany
Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>

Literally PUBLIC INFORMATION already out there Ben....I fixed the issue and cc'ed in ALL of the council members
as well as the city attorney. I also attached a document I found on the auditor files
from around the time that Robert was a council member and Brian McKenzie called him and told him to "pull the
deal"(or something to that effect).  Did Robert disclose this to the council at that time?
By appearance, they were doing business together.

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 7:53 PM Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
And that is a result of being copied on the email Staci sent, although I have made no comment whatsoever??

Dave Cox
Councilman, Position #5
Stevenson City Council
360-513-5291

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 17:45 Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from the
more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian
McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation to
the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take public testimony on the
proposal prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of
the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to disclose whether
you have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair
and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte communications from
the applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate
time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to
act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If challenges are
received, we encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-
making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

mailto:dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us
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From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>;
Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show
who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-
Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.

2021-002195(MCKENZIE BLA).pdf
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Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 9:29 PM
To: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Chuck Oldfield <chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>,
Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Tiffany
Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>

Was Robert at the planning commission meeting tonight? Did he disclose to the planning commissioners any
conflicts(since he's the city's legal advisor AND had clearly done legal work for Brian
McKenzie)? Or did he recuse himself from giving legal advice?

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 8:41 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Literally PUBLIC INFORMATION already out there Ben....I fixed the issue and cc'ed in ALL of the council
members as well as the city attorney. I also attached a document I found on the auditor files
from around the time that Robert was a council member and Brian McKenzie called him and told him to "pull
the deal"(or something to that effect).  Did Robert disclose this to the council at that time?
By appearance, they were doing business together.

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 7:53 PM Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
And that is a result of being copied on the email Staci sent, although I have made no comment whatsoever??

Dave Cox
Councilman, Position #5
Stevenson City Council
360-513-5291

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 17:45 Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from
the more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian
McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation
to the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take public testimony on the
proposal prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of
the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to disclose whether
you have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair
and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte communications from
the applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate
time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to
act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If challenges are
received, we encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-
making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
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City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>;
Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show
who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-
Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.

2021-002195(MCKENZIE BLA) (1).pdf
168K

mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
mailto:ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us
mailto:nwtsrinc@gmail.com
mailto:yayabear3@gmail.com
https://meetings.municode.com/adaHtmlDocument/index?cc=STEVWA&me=99cea90e23424aba988c809edbc536e9&ip=False
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e5f67cbe1f&view=att&th=19583773c1c5282e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_m83zs0hw0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e5f67cbe1f&view=att&th=19583773c1c5282e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_m83zs0hw0&safe=1&zw


Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight







Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 1:28 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Chuck Oldfield <chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>,
Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Tiffany
Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>

I'm ignoring your last email, and I can cc in whoever I want. Councilmembers also cannot control who cc's them
in, only if they respond/engage. Just think, if you would have actually provided the
associated meeting packet at the same time as the agenda that did NOT name the applicant, I would have had no
need to reach out to you. It really makes no sense as to why you wouldnt have
posted both at the same time. You are also the same guy that directed staff to destroy public records so I dont
put much stock in what expertise you claim to have....Robert uses MRSC, so theres
that.
On a side note, I just came from the County Commissioners meeting. During the break, there was idle chit chat
among the group, including Leana. She asked about your appointment to MCCED(?)
and it was implied that maybe they(the county) doesnt hear from the City these days. Leana implied she would
reach out to you to make sure they got a response. Maybe if you spent less time
trying to "get pat,dave,the pattons...anyone who questions your competency,which the numbers are growing",
and more time doing your job, you wouldnt be the subject of conversation.
In regard to the below sentence, from here on out I will cc in ALL of the councilmembers, which as a citizen, I
have the legal right to do.
"Yes, the communication directly to you provides you with information that is not otherwise available on
the public record. Disclosure on the record provides applicants and the public with the same information.
"

On Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 9:09 AM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Dave-
Yes, the communication directly to you provides you with information that is not otherwise available on
the public record. Disclosure on the record provides applicants and the public with the same information. 
I've sent a separate set of links to help you address this.  
That information is related to your obligations to the public. You have less formal obligations to your
constituents/individuals initiating ex parte communications. General guidance for you would be to thank
the individual for the information, explain your constraints and encourage their written or verbal
testimony in the open-record hearing. They have a voice, and they should use it. Applicable laws just
create a framework for the time and place when that voice should be heard. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 7:53 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice
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<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
And that is a result of being copied on the email Staci sent, although I have made no comment whatsoever??

Dave Cox
Councilman, Position #5
Stevenson City Council
360-513-5291

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 17:45 Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from the
more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian
McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation to
the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take public testimony on the
proposal prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part of
the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to disclose whether
you have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your ability to be fair
and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte communications from
the applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the appropriate
time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability to
act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If challenges are
received, we encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and decision-
making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>;
Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would show
who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci
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March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 

B. New Business

Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-
Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.
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Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 1:41 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Tiffany Andersen
<tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>, Chuck Oldfield
<chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser
<lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Eric Hood <ericfence@yahoo.com>, Arthur West <awestaa@gmail.com>, Laci Miller
<laci4m@gmail.com>

Here ya go Ben.......Im going to pull a play out of Mitchs playbook(husband/wife thing...you probably
wont understand it)....As Mitch tells me all the time "you tell me what to do,Im going to do the EXACT
OPPOSITE!!!!".....legally, you cannot tell me what to do. You can encourage the council members not to respond,
but that's about it. None of the rest of your below blither applies because I will not
be commenting on the proposal,because I could care less....once again, if you had not withheld the associated
meeting packet, I wouldnt have had the need to reach out. The property that McKenzie
purchased, was previously in litigation(over access issues I believe), and the Millers successfully won in court.
And lastly, On the document I sent you on the BLA that Muth did for Doug and Marlea,it
has Brian McKenzies name on there...remember, Brian called Muth during a meeting, asking him to pull a deal....

On Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 9:38 AM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Good morning, Staci-
I've excluded the City Council members from this response because it is easier for them to do their duty
without being involved in ex parte communications which could disqualify them or create the impression
that they are making back-room decisions outside of open record hearings. I'll ask you to please refrain
from adding them back in. Instead, please collect all the comments you have on this application and
submit a single written comment to be reviewed during the hearing and/or provide verbal testimony at
the hearing. The date of which is TBD, so you should have time to prepare for it.
To help you do so, here are some answers or return questions related to your emails.

- Cantrell-Miller property. Lasher Street dead-ends along the subject property boundaries.
The Cantrell-Miller property is on Viewpoint Drive. Where are you seeing that it is served by
Lasher? 

- Gorge Green Construction. You apparently have more information about the business
arrangement between Mike Green and Brian McKenzie than the City had before.
Ultimately, for me in processing and reviewing the application, I do not need to know any
details about that business relationship. In fact, the only detail I need to know about the
individual proposing a rezone is a) that they own the property, and b) their contact
information to send procedural updates. It appears you have a concern that the Council
base their decision on the individual requesting the change and not on the community's
interests. I don't share that concern. I trust the Council members to act fairly and impartially
in their decisions and provide them guidance to help them do so.

- Doug and Marlea McKenzie. What conclusion are you wanting me to draw from Robert
Muth's representation of Doug and Marlea McKenzie?

- Robert Muth. The City Attorney's input has not been sought for this request. Robert was not
involved in the meeting last night.
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- Notices. The process to review rezoning proposals involves a decision by the City Council.
That decision involves a recommendation by the Planning Commission and a consideration
of public testimony on the request. The public hearing to provide that testimony has not yet
been scheduled. When it is, public notice will occur consistent with SMC 17.12.060:
https://library.municode.com/wa/stevenson/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_
CH17.12ADME_17.12.060PUHEROEE Additionally, the City will conduct an analysis under
the State Environmental Policy Act and publish notice of its determination and the comment
period that could lead to reconsideration of the determination. These processes are still
playing out.

Please let me know if there is anything else that I can do to help you provide comments on this
application.
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 9:29 PM
To: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat
Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>; Chuck Oldfield
<chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Lucy
Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Tiffany Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Robert C Muth
<rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
Was Robert at the planning commission meeting tonight? Did he disclose to the planning commissioners any
conflicts(since he's the city's legal advisor AND had clearly done legal work for Brian
McKenzie)? Or did he recuse himself from giving legal advice?

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 8:41 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Literally PUBLIC INFORMATION already out there Ben....I fixed the issue and cc'ed in ALL of the council
members as well as the city attorney. I also attached a document I found on the auditor files
from around the time that Robert was a council member and Brian McKenzie called him and told him to "pull
the deal"(or something to that effect).  Did Robert disclose this to the council at that time?
By appearance, they were doing business together.

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 7:53 PM Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
And that is a result of being copied on the email Staci sent, although I have made no comment whatsoever??

Dave Cox
Councilman, Position #5
Stevenson City Council
360-513-5291

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 17:45 Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward from
the more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian
McKenzie and Green Construction. 
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Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a recommendation
to the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take public testimony on
the proposal prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As part
of the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to disclose
whether you have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting your
ability to be fair and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex parte
communications from the applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the
appropriate time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers ability
to act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If challenges are
received, we encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the discussion and
decision-making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>;
Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would
show who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci
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Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PLANNING COMMISSION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 3:15 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Tiffany Andersen
<tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>, Chuck Oldfield
<chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser
<lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Eric Hood <ericfence@yahoo.com>, Arthur West <awestaa@gmail.com>, Laci Miller
<laci4m@gmail.com>

Ben,
Via the Skamania County Auditor files, here is what I was talking about in regard to the judgement in favor of the
Millers and their access easement off of Lasher St. These are public records
available to anyone.
Staci

On Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 1:41 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Here ya go Ben.......Im going to pull a play out of Mitchs playbook(husband/wife thing...you probably
wont understand it)....As Mitch tells me all the time "you tell me what to do,Im going to do the EXACT
OPPOSITE!!!!".....legally, you cannot tell me what to do. You can encourage the council members not to
respond, but that's about it. None of the rest of your below blither applies because I will not
be commenting on the proposal,because I could care less....once again, if you had not withheld the associated
meeting packet, I wouldnt have had the need to reach out. The property that McKenzie
purchased, was previously in litigation(over access issues I believe), and the Millers successfully won in court.
And lastly, On the document I sent you on the BLA that Muth did for Doug and Marlea,it
has Brian McKenzies name on there...remember, Brian called Muth during a meeting, asking him to pull a
deal....

On Tue, Mar 11, 2025 at 9:38 AM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Good morning, Staci-
I've excluded the City Council members from this response because it is easier for them to do their duty
without being involved in ex parte communications which could disqualify them or create the
impression that they are making back-room decisions outside of open record hearings. I'll ask you to
please refrain from adding them back in. Instead, please collect all the comments you have on this
application and submit a single written comment to be reviewed during the hearing and/or provide
verbal testimony at the hearing. The date of which is TBD, so you should have time to prepare for it.
To help you do so, here are some answers or return questions related to your emails.

- Cantrell-Miller property. Lasher Street dead-ends along the subject property boundaries.
The Cantrell-Miller property is on Viewpoint Drive. Where are you seeing that it is served
by Lasher? 

- Gorge Green Construction. You apparently have more information about the business
arrangement between Mike Green and Brian McKenzie than the City had before.
Ultimately, for me in processing and reviewing the application, I do not need to know any
details about that business relationship. In fact, the only detail I need to know about the
individual proposing a rezone is a) that they own the property, and b) their contact
information to send procedural updates. It appears you have a concern that the Council
base their decision on the individual requesting the change and not on the community's
interests. I don't share that concern. I trust the Council members to act fairly and
impartially in their decisions and provide them guidance to help them do so.

- Doug and Marlea McKenzie. What conclusion are you wanting me to draw from Robert
Muth's representation of Doug and Marlea McKenzie?
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- Robert Muth. The City Attorney's input has not been sought for this request. Robert was
not involved in the meeting last night.

- Notices. The process to review rezoning proposals involves a decision by the City
Council. That decision involves a recommendation by the Planning Commission and a
consideration of public testimony on the request. The public hearing to provide that
testimony has not yet been scheduled. When it is, public notice will occur consistent with
SMC 17.12.060: https://library.municode.com/wa/stevenson/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.12ADME_17.12.060PUHEROEE Additionally, the City will
conduct an analysis under the State Environmental Policy Act and publish notice of its
determination and the comment period that could lead to reconsideration of the
determination. These processes are still playing out.

Please let me know if there is anything else that I can do to help you provide comments on this
application.
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 9:29 PM
To: Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat
Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>; Chuck Oldfield
<chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Lucy
Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Tiffany Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Robert C Muth
<rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
Was Robert at the planning commission meeting tonight? Did he disclose to the planning commissioners
any conflicts(since he's the city's legal advisor AND had clearly done legal work for Brian
McKenzie)? Or did he recuse himself from giving legal advice?

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 8:41 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Literally PUBLIC INFORMATION already out there Ben....I fixed the issue and cc'ed in ALL of the council
members as well as the city attorney. I also attached a document I found on the auditor files
from around the time that Robert was a council member and Brian McKenzie called him and told him to
"pull the deal"(or something to that effect).  Did Robert disclose this to the council at that time?
By appearance, they were doing business together.

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 7:53 PM Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
And that is a result of being copied on the email Staci sent, although I have made no comment whatsoever??

Dave Cox
Councilman, Position #5
Stevenson City Council
360-513-5291

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 17:45 Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
Sorry I wasn't able to get back to you until now. It has been busy. I've been working backward
from the more recent emails and hadn't gotten to yours yet.
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The property is owned by Green Gorge Construction LLC. That is a joint venture between Brian
McKenzie and Green Construction. 
Tonight's Planning Commission review is not determinative. They will be making a
recommendation to the City Council. The City Council, as part of their review process will take
public testimony on the proposal prior to their decision.
Dave and Pat, when the City Council reviews this proposal, it will be as a quasi judicial body. As
part of the hearing, we will go through appearance of fairness disclosures which ask you to
disclose whether you have any financial stake in the project, whether there is anything impacting
your ability to be fair and impartial in your decision-making, and whether you have had any ex
parte communications from the applicant or members of the public on the issue. 
This email would be an ex parte communication, and I encourage you to disclose it at the
appropriate time. 
After your disclosures are made, the applicant and the public can challenge decision-makers
ability to act fairly on the decision. If challenges are not received, then all can continue. If
challenges are received, we encourage the decision-makers to recuse themselves from the
discussion and decision-making process. 
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 5:32 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.
wa.us>; Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Pat Rice <pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Mitch
Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: PLANNING COMMISSION
 
So nice of you to get back to me....I just checked, and saw that you put the packet on(the day of) and
SHOCKER, that the property owner is Brian McKenzie(under a newly formed business name it
appears).

On Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 10:18 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ben,
In regard to today's planning commission meeting, why is there no associated "packet" that would
show who the property owners are that are proposing a rezone?
Staci

March 2025 Planning Commission Meeting 03/10/2025 06:00 PM | Stevenson, WA 
B. New Business

4.Rezoning Receommendation:   Proposal from property owners to rezone from R2 Two-
Family to R3 Multi-Family residential.
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Rezoning Resolution 2025-________ Page 1 of 3 

CITY OF STEVENSON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-_______ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF STEVENSON AMENDING THE CITY OF 
STEVENSON ZONING MAP BY REZONING ~0.52 ACRES OF LAND FROM R2 TWO-

FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Washington via RCW 35.63A.100(2) enables code city adoption of a 
zoning ordinance dividing the municipality into zones within which specific standards may 
be adopted; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Stevenson first adopted a zoning ordinance and zoning map in 1975 
with the last zoning ordinance amendment occurring in 2024 and the last zoning map 
amendment occurring in 2016; and  

WHEREAS, the process and criteria for amending the City’s zoning ordinance appear in SMC 
17.50, adopted in 1994; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Stevenson received a complete application requesting to amend the City 
of Stevenson Zoning Map was submitted by Green Gorge LLC and assigned tracking 
number ZON2024-02; and 

WHEREAS, the request has been reviewed by the City of Stevenson Planning Commission 
which recommended approval of the request and by the City Council after holding a public 
hearing on the request consistent with RCW 35A.63.100 and SMC 17.50; 

WHEREAS, the requested amendment implements the Stevenson Comprehensive Plan 
Objectives 2.7, 2.12, 2.14, 3.1, and 3.2 and is consistent with the Future Land Use Map; and 

WHEREAS, the property where the amendment is requested is surrounded on 3 sides by the 
same zoning and is the only property abutting its street which does not currently bear the 
requested zoning designation;  

AND WHEREAS, amending the City of Stevenson Zoning Map is in the interest of the public 
health, safety, and welfare of the Stevenson community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Stevenson, Washington, does hereby 
resolve as follows: 

1. The property owned by Green Gorge, LLC (Tax Lot # 03-07-36-4-3-1800-00) shall 
hereby bear the zoning designation of R3 Multi-Family Residential. 

2. The City of Stevenson Zoning Map shall be amended to effectuate Section 1 as presented 
in reduced form in Exhibit A. 
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APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Stevenson, Washington at its 
regular meeting this ______ day of __________________, 2025. 
 
 
  ATTEST: 

    
Scott Anderson, Mayor  Ben Shumaker, Acting Clerk 
 
  APPROVED AS TO FORM 

    
  City Attorney 
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Exhibit A – Map 

 



Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

Fwd: PARCEL QUESTION
staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> Sat, Mar 29, 2025 at 8:16 PM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>, Laci Miller
<laci4m@gmail.com>, Tiffany Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Michael D Johnson <michael.d.johnson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Chuck Oldfield
<chuck.oldfield@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Dave Cox <dave.cox@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Lucy Lauser <lucy.lauser@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Pat Rice
<pat.rice@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>

Ben,
APPARENTLY,"SIZE DOES MATTER"......with a quick google search, I found the email online in a packet, between you and Svetlana Lebedeva, where you
mention minimum lot size. From that, I
took the date of this email, and found the associated meeting packet that acknowledges "total number of units built,depends on the size of the lot". What
would the benefit of going from an R2 to an R3 be, if you still cannot build more units because of lot size?

I do want to point out that Brian McKenzies other parcel on Vancouver Ave, also sits next to an apartment complex and is already zoned R3...and I believe
sits empty(this is the one where council
member Muth took a call or text from the developer during a city council meeting to pull the deal).

Please accept this email chain as well as attachments as my public comment for the upcoming rezone hearing. All of this that I am providing is public
record, most of which could be found with a
quick google search. I am not for or against the project but I am voicing my concern when you dont give the council the whole picture, for them to be able
to make an educated decision. Hopefully
Laci will be able to make it and share her story.

Staci Patton
5th generation Skamania County resident

*ITEM-Attachment-001-cc732df2b219456198d316b123b3d237.pdf (pgs 6-7) 

" Total Number of Homes per Lot Multi-family housing can be built in the R3 District. The total number of units
built depends on the size of the lot."

  RCW 42.56.030 Construction. 
 The people of this state do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies that serve them. The people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants
the right to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not good for them to know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may
maintain control over the instruments that they have created. This chapter shall be liberally construed and its exemptions narrowly construed to promote
this public policy and to assure that the public interest will be fully protected.  

*ITEM-Attachment-001-a56e348329744d5499eb64ecf9ffe952.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 28, 2025 at 9:30 AM
Subject: Re: PARCEL QUESTION
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>
Cc: Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>, Laci Miller <laci4m@gmail.com>, Mitch Patton
<nwtsrinc@gmail.com>, Gabe Spencer <spencer@co.skamania.wa.us>, Tiffany Andersen <tiffany@ci.stevenson.wa.us>, <planning@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

I would also note/ask.....what stage is the Lasher road project at? As you know, there was false information used to secure grant money "in my opinion",
when it was stated it was for getting kids safely to a
school, that has since closed and no future plans to open. One could deduce it appears that this "road project" is specifically for the benefit of a developer,
not for school children at the expense of
the taxpayers.

On Wed, Mar 26, 2025 at 2:39 PM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
It is not my job to help you "connect the dots". One would assume that lot size WOULD play a role in a rezone or zoning in general. Are you stating that
lot size doesnt matter at all, for a rezone
application? Please help me "connect the dots"........"Lot area is definitely a question to deal with at the building permit stage because that will
determine how many units can be constructed."
Why would anyone apply for a rezone under the impression that they could build more units because of the rezone, only to be told "at the permit stage"
that because of the size of their lot area,
that they cannot construct more units......

On Wed, Mar 26, 2025 at 2:18 PM Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us> wrote:
Hi Staci-
What relevance do you think the lot area has on the rezoning decision?
If the Council is presented with and considers a larger size appropriate, is there some reason you think they would not consider a smaller size
appropriate? Help me connect the dots a little, please.
Lot area is definitely a question to deal with at the building permit stage because that will determine how many units can be constructed.
Thank you,

Ben Shumaker
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2025 Market Value

Land: $110,000

City of Stevenson
Community Development Director/Interim City Administrator
(509) 427-5970 ext. 205

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2025 10:05 AM
To: Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Scott Anderson <scott.anderson@ci.stevenson.wa.us>; Robert C Muth <rmuth@kilmerlaw.com>; Laci
Miller <laci4m@gmail.com>; Mitch Patton <nwtsrinc@gmail.com>; Gabe Spencer <spencer@co.skamania.wa.us>
Subject: Fwd: PARCEL QUESTION
 
Ben,
Please see Gabes response below. I still question the accuracy of the new size vs old on mapsifter, but I would rather be accurate than right(what a
concept,huh?). So, passing on just in case.
I still dont think it addresses the area that would need to be deducted for the driveway easement as noted in the lawsuit judgement.
Staci

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 25, 2025 at 9:34 AM
Subject: Re: PARCEL QUESTION
To: Gabe Spencer <spencer@co.skamania.wa.us>

What do your records show prior to the date you gave, for parcel size?(as according to the deeds for that property,some area was taken out and given
to some housing authority I believe)

On Tue, Mar 25, 2025 at 9:25 AM staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com> wrote:
Ok, because looking at the judgement  from the lawsuit and then parcel size on mapsifter it doesnt give the appearance that the transfer of land was
done( I know, I know....mapsifter isnt accurate and neither
are easements or right of ways).

On Tue, Mar 25, 2025 at 8:52 AM Gabe Spencer <spencer@co.skamania.wa.us> wrote:

Since 10/15-2024

 

From: staci patton <yayabear3@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 21, 2025 8:51 AM
To: Gabe Spencer <spencer@co.skamania.wa.us>
Subject: PARCEL QUESTION

 

Gabe,

Good morning...In regard to the below tax sifter info, how many years has this parcel been listed as .51 acres?

Thanks,

Staci

 

Parcel#: 03073643180000

 

Owner Name: GREEN GORGE LLC

DOR Code: 91 - Undeveloped - Land Address1:

Situs: 80 NW LASHER Address2: PO BOX 130

Map Number: U-R2- City, State: NORTH BONNEVILLE WA

Status: Zip: 98639

Description:

Comment:

2025 Taxable Value

Land: $110,000
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Improvements: $0

Permanent Crop: $0

Total $110,000

2025 Assessment Data

District: 1 -

Current Use/DFL: No

Senior/Disability Exemption:  No

Total Acres: 0.51000

Improvements: $0

Permanent Crop: $0

Total $110,000
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Ben Shumaker <ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us>

PUBLIC COMMENT ON PROPOSED REZONE-APPLICANT: Green Gorge
Construction—Mike Green, Brian McKenzie
Laci Miller <laci4m@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 24, 2025 at 10:41 AM
To: ben@ci.stevenson.wa.us

Ben,
Please accept this as my public comment against the rezone proposal of Green Gorge Construction-Mike Green and
Brian McKenzie. Below I will list my concerns:

1) The proposed rezone area was a part of a lawsuit involving my mother in law Lisa Cantrell Miller(whom I am renting to
own the property from) and the previous owners of the Green Gorge property. My mother in law prevailed, and
a portion of this lot was transferred to our parcel. The proposal acreage doesn't give an accurate picture of the size of the
parcel after the judgement or take into account the driveway area for the access
awarded in the judgement.

2) The remainder of this parcel of Green Gorge, has a small number of trees which frequently have eagles and owls.

3) Mr. McKenzie already has a development in progress across the street. As such, I dont feel Lasher needs the
additional burden of more traffic.

4) They state in their paperwork the county has a need for additional housing yet they build and sale most of their
properties or they rent them out and charge a small fortune for rent. The community is in need of affordable rentals for the
people who work hard to keep this town going and make minimum wage or just above. 

5) They also state in their paperwork that the other property they own is connected to the lasher property when that is in
fact not the case. We have another neighbor who's home and property sit in-between the two properties. With the
driveway in-between our house and property and the neighbors. 

6) In their paperwork it says the land is flat and rolling that is not true the land is on a slope and is held up by a very old
rock wall how will they avoid a landslide having multiple units on the property? 

7) I do not see where there could possibly be enough room on this very small piece of property for multiple units as well
as parking and am very concerned for my children's safety with the possible traffic that this could bring while they play in
our yard daily. I encourage you to come look at the property and hopefully you can see where all my concerns are coming
from. 

Sincerely,
Laci Miller
Laci4m@gmail.com 
541-399-2213 
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