OPPOSITION TO THE CITY OF STEVENSON STAFF PROPOSAL TO
CLOSE THE CASCADE AVENUE RAILROAD UNDERPASS TO
VEHICLES

The Stevenson waterfront is accessed and egressed via two City Roads:
Russell Street on the west side with an at-grade gated railroad crossing, and
Cascade Avenue on the east side which provides a route under the railroad
tracks.

Maintainance/improvements to east Cascade Avenue for vehicle access/egress
via the railroad underpass have been included in the City Transportation
Improvement Plans since 1998. Year after year, the past city plans have been
to pave the road and improve the railroad underpass.

Surprisingly, the new 2023 Transportation Improvement Plan proposed by
staff to the City Council is to close the east-side Cascade Avenue underpass
access to all vehicles. Bollards would be installed as soon as 2023 to close the
road. Staff proposes to convert it to a pedestrian/bike-only paved trail. It
should be noted that a graveled trail in that same area between downtown and
the waterfront via the railroad underpass was completed five years ago and is
being maintained. Therefore, it appears that the new staff proposal is for an
additional trail in the same area.

The Comprehensive Plan identifies the waterfront as a key part of Stevenson’s
Downtown. Closing the east side of Cascade Ave. would create a safety hazard
for the residents, businesses, emplovees. and visitors of Stevenson’s Downtown
Waterfront. At times, trains stop and block Russell Street for lengthy periods.
In the event of an emergency or an evacuation, when every second counts,
access/egress via the Railroad underpass with vehicles is critical for public
safety. The railroad underpass also provides an alternate route for critical
purposes (work, medical appointments, etc...).

The graveled railroad underpass road may not be “perfect” but it has served
the community well for decades. Instead of endangering and inconveniencing
residents, businesses, employees and visitors by closing this road, the City
should maintain it, grade it to fix potholes, and keep it open for vehicle use.

This petition will be presented to the City Council at their June 16" meeting.
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Carrie Nissen 530.613.3905 I am open to
understanding more but my first response is to NOT close it.

Liz Wilber 509-654-0688 Appalled at the idea of
closing the road to vehicles.

Barbara Robinson 188 SW 1% St. Stevenson Totally unnecessary

Tim Nies 360-909-4622 Very practical to have an
alternative way to HWY 14 when there is a train blocking the way.

John & Kari DiPalma  360-986-1903 We support keeping the
road open for vehicles. Can you limit the speed limit on the east end of town to 35
similar to how it is for the railway construction.

Hannah Joy 912-659-2028 The idea makes no sense.
Joe Mullen Box 1493, Stevenson
Monica Masco Box 1043, Stevenson Underpass road required

for health and safety reasons
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NAME CONTACT COMMENTS

Jeff Paul Box 134, Stevenson Safety hazard -every
second counts - dangerous to life and health.

Jim Hunt Stevenson resident For purely fire, life
safety egress from the port property, it needs to be maintained for vehicle access.

Kathy Schassen Stevenson If a train ever got
jammed up, no other way in or out.

Kimberly S. Puckett Kim.s.puckett@gmail.com or 509-427-4963 Comment:
Closing the east side of cascade ave would cause an unnecessary safety hazard for
anyone on the south side of the train tracks at any given time if there was an
emergency. It is bad enough having only TWO routes out of that area but closing
one of them...how can we take that chance.
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Tamara Kuhn tamara.kuhn@ gmail.com___ Closing the underpass
road will create a major safety issue. The railway is extremely busy with
many long cars that in minutes could cost a life. We need to consider all
emergencies that could occur such as drownings, drug overdoses, personal
health issues. etc. I would not feel safe in my work environment with only 1
ingress and egress.
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NAME CONTACT COMMENTS
Pat Rice
360-281-3406 | was on a committee put together by the City

of Stevenson last year to establish a best
practices approach to community outreach and
involvement. How the City has so far handled
the legally required 'public involvement' on this
year's TIP list violates everything this committee
discussed and agreed upon as being 'good and
adequate public outreach'. Further, if the City
needs more money to properly maintain the
road under this railroad bridge, then they
should use the $100,000 they are planning to
spend to put a road in front of only one house -
50 NW Del Ray. Literally this paved roadway
would serve only one house - and the property
owner DOES NOT want what has been his front
yard driveway paved or altered in any way
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RE: Proposed Closure of Cascade Avenue to Highway 14 via Railroad
Underpass

Liz Wilber <ewilber@pfp.org> Thu, Jun 2, 2022 at 1:20 PM
To: Port of Skamania County <port@portofskamania.org>

| am appalled. I've been stuck on this side of the railroad tracks when | was heading home because of
an armature malfunction: when | called the nonemergency sheriff's number, | learned about the
alternative route. | hadn’'t known about it before, and | was so glad | could get home! The trains are
long and slow, and if an emergency happened and we had to leave, we could be stuck! The road is a
mess and a hazard to drive on, but it's better than nothing. It definitely needs to stay!

Liz Wilber

Career Development Counselor/

Business Outreach Coordinator

p: 509-654-0688
e: ewilber@pfp.org




