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Dominium renters: 'Put a cap on it' 
■ At the Capitol, 1\vin Cities
area seniors protest rent
increases, urge passage of
rent control measure

Ry lan \'ilreisner 
Staff Writer 

Minnesota seniors . took to 
the halls of the Minnesota Capi
tol demanding that their low-in
come housing situations remain 
affordable. 

After protesting rent increas
es in front of Dominium apart
ment offices in August 2022, a 
coalition of Dominium tenants 
brought their cause to the Cap
itol on March 14. Senator John 
Hoffman, DFL-Champlin, held 
a rally with bipartisan legislators 
in the capitol rotunda attended 
by state and local legislators, as 
well as Dominium tenants and 
activists, to protest a 12% rent 
increase from Dominium and 
call on legislators to enact a 3% 
rent increase cap. 

''First of all, I see my grand
parents," Hoffman told ABC 
Newspapers. "This is the Great
est Generation. You want to let 
people know that if this is Do
minium's way, or anybody's way 
of saying thanks, this is wrong." 

Seniors brought signs advocating for a 3% rent cap to a rally, hosted by Sen. John Hoffman, that took place in the Capitol rotunda on 
Tuesday, March 14. The seniors were protesting Dominium rent increases while aksing legislatures to pass a rent control measure. 

Dominium is one of the larg
est affordable housing providers 
in the country, with more than 
40 locations in the Twin Cities. 
Just how affordable they are has 
been under scrutiny, however, as 
low-income seniors across the 
Twin Cities are fighting back 
against rent increases and are 
claiming Dominium is charging 
hidden fees. 

"Their model is based on 
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maximization," Sen. Jim Abeler, 
R0Anoka, told ABC Newspa
pers. "There's all kinds of laps
es, it's simply abuse. This is elder 
abuse." 

Abeler brought this up after 
discussing Dominium's charge 
of $75 for parking, which is 
also the subject of a 2021 law
suit against Dominium. The 
lawsuit was filed by Blooming
ton-based nonprofit HOME 
Line on behalf of Dominium 
tenants, stating Dominium has 
"misrepresented the costs relat-

ed to parking construction and 
improvements" in order to re
ceive Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credits for parking spaces. 

If such tax credits are taken, 
the low-income housing provid
er may not charge for parking. 
The lawsuit alleges Dominium 
took the credits and still charged 
residents for parking. 

Dominium media contact 
Sandi Scott, with public rela
tions firm Tunheim Partners, 
told ABC Newspapers that 
"Dominium provides free sur-

face lot parking to all residents. 
Those that choose to rent a spot 
in the underground garage are 
charged a monthly fee." 

Legislators like Hoffman and 
Abeler got involved after work
ing with the seniors to keep rent 
affordable. A letter signed by 
U.S. senator� Amy Klobuchar 
and Tina Smith along with fed
eral representatives Angie Craig, 
Betty McCollum, Ilhan Omar 
and Dean Phillips in Septem
ber 2022 asked the company to 
justify their increases. No legal 
or legislative action had taken 
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place until March 7 when Hoff
man and Abeler introduced a 
bill (SF 2590) that proposes cap
ping rent increases at 5% for cer
tain low-income rental projects 
that use residential rental bonds. 

"Here's the thing that boggles 
my mind: You have a $36 mil
lion project, I'm going to give 
you $11 or $12 million as a di
rect tax credit on that project," 
Hoffman said. "And this is your 
way of saying thank you? That's 
not OK. It's wrong." 
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