SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2022

COMMUNITY CONNECTION NO.233

WE BELIEVE FRIDLEY WILL BE A SAFE, VIBRANT, FRIENDLY AND STABLE HOME FOR FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES.

Park System Improvement Plan —
Moore Lake Park Open House

Saturday, September 10 from 10 a.m. - noon
Moore Lake Park (5890 NE Central Avenue)

As part of the Park System Improvement Plan, Moore Lake Park is scheduled

for redesign and construction in 2023. ‘/ .
\} i "_‘

We want to hear from you! Join us for the open house to help select F'"_dmg“f,ap';f(ﬁe;""

playground equipment, discuss park improvements and ask questions. ; %

There will also be games and activities, so bring the whole family!

Can't make it to the meeting? We still want to hear from you! Provide your feedback
online at FridleyMN.gov/MooreLakePark.

Fridley has been working with residents since 2019 to develop a systematic plan to improve our parks.
Amenities such as a splash pad, new playgrounds, rentable park buildings, trails, shelters and more will be
added across our park system with construction scheduled from 2023 to 2029.

'em Impre 1

Stay Connected!

'i Like Us on .Facebook: search
City of Fridley

Follow Us on Twitter:
@CityofFridley

Watch City Programming:
You( Ll Search Fridley Municipal TV

=  Sign up for email notifications Sofurdoy, October 22 ¢ 5-9 P.m.
“ on FridleyMN.gov Springbrook Nature Center, 100 85th Avenue NE, Fridley

ALL TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE.
Tickets on sale now at SpringbrookNatureCenter.org/PumpkinNight.

56 12539

U.S. Postage
PAID
Twin Cities, MN

Beginning September 1, there will be a limited number of physical tickets available at
Springbrook for $10 each for ages 3-12 and $12 each for 13+. Children 2 and under are free.

Onsite ticket sales will end on October 22 at noon.

Permit NO. 92886

PRESORTED STD

Help Springbrook carve 1,000 pumpkins for Pumpkin Night in the Park.
We provide the tools, the gutted pumpkin, and the fun! You supply the creativity.

October 16 - 20

Call 763-572-3588 to book your time slot
or sigh up online:
springbrooknaturecenter.org

City Administrator

Spring Lake Park MN 55432-2188
e L TTTRR U (TR T T TR T L T

City of Spring Lake Park
1301 81st Ave NE
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FridleyMN.gov

73rd Avenue Corridor Study

The City of Fridley has been planning a future
corridor study on 73rd Avenue from University
Avenue to Central Avenue in Fridley prior to
future roadway resurfacing in 2026. A corridor
study is warranted due to the width of the
roadway with limited traffic volumes, the
existence of a frontage road, the flooding issues
occurring both along and downstream of this
corridor and the implementation of the Park
System Improvement Plan and associated work
at Madsen Park.

Staff had originally planned to initiate this study
in 2024. However, they were notified of the
opportunity to plan for added resilience of
infrastructure through a Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) grant program. This
program focuses on how a project can provide
resilience to current and future climate trends
and establishes guidance that may be applied
to make our community infrastructure more
fong-lasting.

More specifically, the purpose of the project is
to provide a final conceptual design of
stormwater resiliency improvements of 73rd

Avenue NE between Highway 47 and Central
Avenue in Fridley. It is a 1.25-mile segment.

This planning project will result in selection of
alternatives that consider the following with
analysis to include future climate impacts to
maximize resiliency:

1) Mitigation of stormwater flooding in
downstream (Oak Glen Creek in Coon Creek
Watershed District) areas

2) Possible integration and mitigation of
stormwater flooding in upstream (Norton Creek
in Rice Creek Watershed District) areas

3) Maximizing storm water quality and flood
control storage along the project corridor

4) Pavement reduction along the project
corridor through alternatives such as a 4-lane to
3-lane conversion (road diet)

5) Incorporation of other best management
practices (BMPs) regarding storm water and
system operation

6) A transportation safety analysis of the
corridor.

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds

Received by the City

The City of Fridley (City) received a second settlement
of $1,520,444 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds from the Federal Government this year. One of
the approved uses of this funding is investments in
water, sewer and broadband infrastructure. These
necessary investments will improve access to clean
drinking water, support wastewater and stormwater
infrastructure, and expand access to broadband

internet.

The City has the following plans for the funds

received last year and this year:

Completed or will be completed this
summer/fall:

- Sanitary sewer lining for $550,000
+ Sediment Removal project of $100,000
« Alden Way Storm Sewer repair of $200,000

To be completed in future years:

 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Water Quality
project for $180,000 in 2023

« Sanitary sewer lining for $550,000 in 2023

- Water Distribution System Reconstruction for
$314,500 in 2023

- Water Treatment Plant Security for $330,000 in
2023

» Recondition of the 63rd Ave. Booster Pumps for
$200,000 in 2024

- Sanitary sewer lining for $550,000 in 2024

By utilizing ARPA funds for utility infrastructure
projects, it helps our community multiple ways. It
keeps the City's aging utility infrastructure safe and
maintained. Utility rates also remain stable for the
community by reducing the need for debt issuances
to fund utility infrastructure improvements, thereby
saving interest that would otherwise would have
been paid if debt was issued.

Adopt-A-Drain

Fall is a great time to adopt a drain through
MN.Adopt-A-Drain.org. Drain adopters volunteer to
remove leaves, trash and other pollutants from storm
drains to keep our water bodies clean. Volunteers in
the Twin Cities have adopted over 18,000 drains and
kept more than 500,000 pounds of debris from our
water bodies. Fridley is currently participating in the
Anoka County Adopt-A-Drain Challenge to
encourage participation in the program. Sign up at
MN.Adopt-A-Drain.org to adopt a drain in your area!

Thank you to one of the Anoka County Challenge's
recent winners, the Hansen family!

ZZC-HCD
amreusP>n

Save the Date! Springbrook Autumn Sampler
Saturday, September 17 « 5:30 - 8 p.m.

Enjoy an evening at Springbrook Nature Center while sampling wine,
beer and food. Visit SpringbrookNatureCenter.org to learn more.

Must Be 21+ to Attend

Pictured L to R: League of Minnesota Cities Executive Director Dave
Unmacht, Fridley City Manager Wally Wysopal, League of Minnesota
Cities President and Bemidji Council Member Ron Johnson

Fridley City
Manager Receives
Leadership Award

Congratulations to Fridley City Manager, Wally
Wysopal, on receiving the 2022 James F. Miller
Leadership Award from League of Minnesota
Cities!

The award was announced at the League’s Annual
Conference of city officials in Duluth.

Wysopal has worked as the Fridley manager since
2013 after holding a similar position in North St.
Paul. Prior to that, he was the assistant city
manager for the City of St. Louis Park.

Early in his tenure, Wysopal was instrumental in
leading the city through the development and
construction of a new Fridley Civic Campus, a
single site hosting a city hall, fire/police station
and a public works garage in addition to a
community gathering space with an amphitheater
and outdoor plaza. The project also included the
construction of 100 units of housing. Wysopal
also led the city through perhaps its largest
industrial redevelopment project of a 122-acre
brownfield, known as Northern Stacks. Upon its
completion, Northern Stacks increased in market
value from approximately $12.5 million to more
than $120 million.

Wysopal has served in various roles for municipal
organizations, including membership in multiple
subcommittees for the Minnesota City/County
Management Association. He has served as a
volunteer for numerous civic organizations and as
an adjunct instructor for several local colleges and
universities.

The Leadership Award is considered the League’s
highest honor for appointed city officials and is
given annually in recognition for outstanding
service. It is named for former League executive
director James F. Miller, who retired in 2015 after
22 years of service.

The League of Minnesota Cities is a membership
organization dedicated to helping cities
throughout Minnesota build quality communities
through effective advocacy, expert analysis,
trusted guidance, and collective action. The
League serves its more than 830 member cities
through advocacy, education and training, policy
development, risk management, and other
services.
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ADUs and You

Fridley homeowners have a new option when it
comes to making improvements to their
properties—and welcoming new neighbors to the
community. Following two public hearings in March,
the Fridley City Council approved an ordinance
allowing Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). These are
also known as “in-law suites”, “carriage houses”,
"guest cottages” or “granny flats”. ADUs are
permanent dwelling units located on the same lot
as a principal single-family dwelling. An ADU has
its own kitchen, bathroom and sleeping area
separate from the main home. You can learn more

at FridleyMN.gov/ADUs.

An ADU can be created by converting part of
an existing home—e.g., a basement or attic
apartment—adding on to a home, or by building a
new freestanding structure. In Fridley, freestanding
ADUs must go through a public hearing process to
receive a Special Use Permit, while ADUs that are
attached to the principal home are approved by staff
as part of a building permit application.

Accessory Dwelling Units are required to have
adequate off-street parking for their residents, as well
as the residents of the principal home. When an ADU
is created, the homeowner must continue to live on
site, either in the main home or in the ADU. Like any
other non-owner-occupied home in the city, the
other unit will be inspected and licensed through
Fridley's rental licensing process.

In Fridley, ADUs may provide living quarters for aging
family members, provide an opportunity for
homeowners to downsize into a new apartment
while earning rental income, or provide workforce

housing for first responders, teachers and other

professionals.

As more cities in the metro adopt ordinances
allowing ADUs, local organizations are working to
promote the housing type. The Minneapolis-based
Family Housing Fund offers a design guidebook with
a planning worksheet, a list of ADU designers and
contractors, and an idea book for mid-century
homes on their website, fhfund.org. Homeowners
interested in adding an ADU to their property
are also encouraged to visit FridleyMN.gov/ADUs
or contact Fridley's Community Development
Department at 763-572-3593.

Existing ADUs Can Be Recognized as
Legal Uses

Sometimes, ADUs may have been constructed before
the City's land use regulations were adopted, or they
may have been built without official approval.
Regardless of the property's history, homeowners
with an existing ADU can apply for a permit to
acknowledge the unit as a legal component of the

property.

Housing Loans Available

ADUs can be expensive to construct due to the
requirement for separate kitchen and bathing
facilities. Low-interest loans are available for
homeowners making permanent improvements to
their property, including constructing an ADU. Loans
of up to $50,000 are offered at 2% interest. Visit
FridleyMN.gov/Homeloans for more information.

CORRECTION: Reuse in the Community — Little Free Libraries

The following is a correction to the July/August Newsletter article: Little Free Libraries were installed at Edgewater
Gardens, Sylvan Hills Park and Logan Park. Thank you to the Adopt-A-Park captains who constructed libraries

this year.

2022 Fridley
Insulation Rebates

Time is running out for 2022 Fridley Insulation
Rebates! This year, you can double your savings
by getting matching rebates from your utility
provider and the Fridley Housing and
Redevelopment Authority, but only if you act
soon. To be eligible for a rebate of up to $500, you
must have had a Home Energy Squad Visit after
2019, completed an eligible insulation project,
and received a utility rebate check before the end
of the year. Visit FridleyMN.gov/HomelLoans

for more information on the program and how to

apply.
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Fridley Public Safety Implements ALPRs through State Grant

Through a grant from the Minnesota
Department of Commerce given to the
Anoka County Auto Theft Task Force,
Fridley Public Safety purchased
four in-car automated license
plate readers (ALPRS).

The City of Fridley is part of the
county-wide grant to combat
auto theft. The mission of the
grant is, “To network and share
information to further the
common goal of auto crime
prevention in Anoka County and
worldwide.”

The goals for the grant are as follows:
+ To facilitate and promote a partnership with auto
crime prevention organizations and agencies.

+ To provide easy access to network information to
enhance the success of auto crime prevention
programs.

+ To collaborate and coordinate to present a unified
front in auto crime prevention.

» To share experiences and information to better meet
fiscal challenges.

» To promote and enhance the prevention of auto
crimes.

« Toidentify local, state and national trends regarding
auto crimes.

These readers are cameras made by
REKOR and fixed to the windshields
of squad cars. REKOR Finder is a
portable, in-vehicle license plate
capturing and processing
system. The system accurately
identifies license plates and
vehicles in real-time, at high
rates of speed, and at
extreme viewing angles. The
unique interior mount design
is portable to any vehicle.
Additionally, you receive both
visual and audio alerts the
moment a vehicle of interest is detected

on one of your hotlists.

Fridley's LPRs are deployed on shifts and overtime
shifts (funded by the grant) specifically looking for
stolen vehicles. It offers real-time information by
automatically scanning the license plates through hot
lists that update twice a day.

Audited plate information is not saved for more than
60 days, unless used in an investigation, and meets all
data practice laws.

Any city with an ACLR policy can utilize these resources,
as they can be transferred between vehicles very
quickly.

Questions? Email CrimePrevention@FridleyMN.gov.

Fridley Historical Society 30th Annual
Lasagna Dinner + Hall of Fame Induction

The 30th Annual Lasagna Dinner and 15th Annual Fridley Hall of Fame
Induction on Saturday, October 8. The doors will open at 11:30 a.m.
at the Fridley Community Center in the Fireside Room. Lasagna will
be served (buffet style) at noon.

Those inducted in the Fridley Hall of Fame this year are Mark
Bonesteel, Bill Burns, Joe Rickenbach Sr. and Joe Rickenbach Jr.

The need is constant.

The gratification is instant.

Give blood.

City of Fridley
Blood Drive
Wednesday, November 9

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Springbrook Nature Center

Contact information:
Fridley Recreation Department
763-572-3570 ® Recreation@FridleyMN.gov

The event is open to the public.

To Schedule an Appointment:
redcrossblood.org {search for CityofFridley)
or call 1 {800) RED-CROSS

American
Red Cross

Giving blood is a simple way to make a

difference in someone’s life.

Awarded Certificate
of Excellence in
Financial Reporting

The City of Fridley was once again awarded the
Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting. Fridley
has received this award every year since 2011. The
program was established in 1945 to encourage and
assist governments to go beyond what is minimally
required with generally accepted accounting
principles to prepare reports that show transparency
and full disclosure and to recognize governments that
succeed in doing so. The award is given by the
Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) and
has three key objectives: 1) Recognize governments
that issue a high-quality Annual Financial Report, 2)
Produce a financial report that is easily readable and
understandable and 3) Provide educational materials,
comments and suggestions for improvements to
program participants.

Congratulations to the entire Finance Department
for their hard work!
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