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City of Spring Lake Park
Variance Application

A variance cannot be approved unless the Planning Commission and City Council find that the “practical
difficulties” standard has been met. Please provide a response as to how/why your project will meet the
following criteria. Use additional sheets if necessary and consult with the Zoning Administrator if you
need clarification on the intent of any of the standards set below.
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Specify Section of the Ordinance from which variance is sought:

Explain how you wish to vary from the applicabie provisions of this Ordinance;

Please attach a site plan or accurate survey as may be required by Ordinance. gVWVUd PVD\/\dw\ g U?", .

Practical Difficulties Test: Please answer the following questions as they relate to your specific 2 5
variance request.

a. gyour opinion, is the variance in harmony with the purposes and intent of the Ordinance?
Yes [} No  Whyorwhy not?




City of Spring Lake Park
1301 81 Avenue NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432

May 22, 2026
RE: Variance Application for 8035 Benjamin Street

Building & Development Team,

We respectfully request consideration for a variance related to the patio and pergola at our home
on Benjamin Street.

(4) Before this project, our backyard had a small concrete slab surrounded by dead grass, exposed
dirt, and muddy areas. With three children under age three, the space was difficult to use safely or

comfortably.

(5) Last summer, we extended the existing patio and installed a free-standing pergola to create a
safe, functional outdoor space for our family. The patio replaced dirt and mud with a stable surface,
and the pergola provides shade during the short Minnesota summer.

{6-7) We are requesting a variance from Section 16.40.030 regarding setback requirements.
Specifically, we ask for consideration of the patio location, which is within the setback area but still
more than five feet from the property line.

(9) We understand and respect the purpose of city ordinances and acknowledge that we should
have handled the permitting process differently before construction began. Our intent was simply
to improve the safety, usability, and appearance of our yard for our young family.

(9a) We believe this request is consistent with the purpose of the ordinance because it improves
the safety, appearance, and usability of the property while maintaining a clean, family-oriented
outdoor space that fits the neighborhood.

(9b) We also believe the variance is consistent with the city’s comprehensive plan because it
preserves the residential character of the neighborhood and supports normal family use of the

property.

(9c) The proposal also puts the property to reasonable residential use by turning an underutilized
area into a safe and functional outdoor space for our family.

(9d) There are also unique circumstances related to the property. The lot lines in this HOA
development are irregular and slant across the rear portions of the lots, making our backyard
narrower than nearby properties and limiting layout options for improvements such as this patio.



(9e) Finally, we believe the variance wilt maintain the essential character of the area. The patio and
pergola are typical residential improvements and do not change the residential nature of the
neighborhood.

We understand the concerns previoustly raised about the drainage and utility easement and
appreciate the city’s guidance throughout this process. We hope the city will consider the
property’s unique layout and the practical benefit this improvement provides to our household.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectiuily,

Johanna, Peter, Reese, Cameron, & Avery
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City of Spring Lake Park
1301 81st Ave NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
763-784-6491

Receipt:
Receipt:
Cashier:
Received Of:

The sum of:

0000023114

05/28/26

WBROWN

RICHARDS JOHANNA

8035 BENJAMIN ST NE
SPRING LAKE PARK MN 55432-

$250.00

BDINV 0000002396

Remaining Balance: $1,500.00

Total:

$250.00

 $250.00

TENDERED: Check

3093

$250.00



Seen

wring Lake Park

City of Spring Lake Park
1301 81st Ave NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432
763-784-6491

Receipt: 0000023113
Receipt: 05/28/26
Cashier: WBROWN

8035 BENJAMIN ST NE
SPRING LAKE PARK MN 55432-2196

The sum of: $300.00

Received Of: JOHANNA RICHARDS

BDINV 0000002397 $300.00
Remaining Balance: $250.00 Total: } $300.00
TENDERED: Check 3093 $300.00



