
E-BICYCLE
North Carolina



NC-G.S. 20-4.01 (DEFINITIONS)

• (7a) Electric Assisted Bicycle. – A bicycle with two or 
three wheels that is equipped with a seat or saddle 
for use by the rider, fully operable pedals for human 
propulsion, and an electric motor of no more than 
750 watts, whose maximum speed on a level surface 
when powered solely by such a motor is no greater 
than 20 miles per hour.     

* Rules of the road apply to e-bikes, same as a 
bicycle. Note – Operator must be 16 years of age 
or older.



NC-G.S. 20-4.01 (DEFINITIONS)

• (27 i.)   Motor-driven bicycle. – A vehicle with two or 
three wheels, a steering handle, one or two saddle 
seats, pedals, and a motor that cannot propel the 
vehicle at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour on 
a level surface. This term shall not include an electric 
assisted bicycle as defined in subdivision (7a) of this 
section.



NC-G.S. 20-4.01 (DEFINITIONS)

• (27 j.) Moped. – A vehicle, other than a motor-driven 
bicycle or electric assisted bicycle, that has two or three 
wheels, no external shifting device, a motor that does 
not exceed 50 cubic centimeters piston displacement 
and cannot propel the vehicle at a speed greater than 
30 miles per hour on a level surface. The motor may be 
powered by electricity, alternative fuel, motor fuel, or a 
combination of each. 





• Sec. 20-12. - Use of Electric Assisted Bicycle (E-Bike) on town 
sidewalks and multi-use paths.

• NC GS – 20-4.01-7a Definition- Electric Assisted Bicycle. – A 
bicycle with two or three wheels that is equipped with a seat 
or saddle for use by the rider, fully operable pedals for human 
propulsion, and an electric motor of no more than 750 watts, 
whose maximum speed on a level surface when powered 
solely by such a motor is no greater than 20 miles per hour.

• (a)No person operating an electric assisted bicycle shall go or 
ride upon any town sidewalk or multi-use path, except to cross 
at a designated crosswalk or at a street intersection. 





• It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle of any type, 
including but not limited to; motor vehicle, pickup truck, 
airplane/helicopter, beach buggy, jeep, motorcycle, bicycle,            
E-bicycle, any; one, two, three or four wheeled vehicles powered by 
any type of motor or physically propelled on the ocean beach area 
within the Town of Southern Shores. 

• This shall not apply to Ocean Rescue, Fire, Police, USCG, Public Works 
or other town authorized entities such as beach survey/nourishment 
contractors, turtle (NEST)volunteers,  Authorized Ocean/Sea mammal 
rescue/removal entities, authorized commercial fishing, or Extreme 
Emergency situation(s).

Section 20-109.Driving on the Beach-



Thank You & Questions

Chief David M. Kole



• Sec. 20-109. - Driving or landing aircraft on beaches.
• It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any motor vehicle or land or take off in 

any aircraft, except in case of emergency, within the following described beach area 
in the town: beginning at the northern boundary line of the town and running thence 
in a southerly direction along the oceanfront with the low tidewater line to the 
southern boundary line of the town; provided that this section shall not apply to motor 
vehicles operated upon any regularly established or dedicated road or driveway on 
private property by the owners of such property, members of their immediate family 
or by bona fide guests with the written permission of such owner nor shall it apply to 
the official operation of motor vehicles or aircraft belonging to or used by the United 
States Coast Guard Service; and provided that this section shall not apply to the 
operation of motor vehicles or automotive equipment belonging to and used and 
operated by commercial fishermen while such fishermen are actually engaged in the 
fishing or setting of nets or seines from or in the ocean; provided that nothing in this 
section shall be construed to authorize, permit or allow commercial fishermen or any 
other person to drive across, enter upon or conduct their fishing operations on any 
private property other than that owned or leased by them except by permission of the 
owners in the above-described area.

• (Code 1988, § 5-82; Ord. No. 82-0028, § 27, 2-2-1982)

Current Beach Driving Ordinance
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