
 

 

§ 143-64.32.  Written exemption of particular contracts. 

Units of local government or the North Carolina Department of Transportation may in 
writing exempt particular projects from the provisions of this Article in the case of 
proposed projects where an estimated professional fee is in an amount less than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000). (1987, c. 102, s. 2; 2013-401, s. 2.) 

 

 

How does a local government exempt itself from the Mini-Brooks Act? 

G.S. 143-64.32 authorizes a unit of local government to exempt itself from the Mini-Brooks 
Act, which means that it will not be required to use the QBS process and may select an 
architect, engineer, surveyor, or alternative construction delivery method firm by whatever 
method it chooses (or no method at all).  The statute does not impose much by way of 
requirements for utilizing the exemption – it simply requires the unit to put the exemption in 
writing.  However, the exemption is capped at $50,000, meaning the estimated cost of the 
contract cannot exceed this amount.  Contracts with an estimated cost of $50,000 or more 
cannot be exempted and the QBS process must be used.  Governing board approval is not 
required, but many local governments choose to do so anyway, which is a good practice to 
follow.   

 

What justification must be given for the exemption? 

G.S. 143-64.32 does not require the unit to provide any justification for utilizing the 
exemption.  The statute merely requires the exemption be in writing and the estimated cost 
of the contract be less than $50,000.  Although units are not required to provide a 
justification for using the exemption, units may choose to do so as long as the justification 
is not for an illegal purpose (for example, citing a justification that constitutes unlawful 
discrimination). 
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