RESOLUTION 1749

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, WASHINGTON,
CALLING FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY ON
NOVEMBER 3, 2026, FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING A TEN-
YEAR, PERMANENT PROPERTY TAX LEVY LID LIFT STARTING IN
2027 TO MAINTAIN ESSENTIAL CITY SERVICES, HELP KEEP PACE
WITH INFLATION, AND RESTORE CRITICAL ORGANIZATIONAL
CAPACITY; SETTINGFORTH THE BALLOT TITLE THEREFORE; AND
REQUESTING THAT THE KING COUNTY ELECTIONS DIRECTOR
PLACE THE PROPOSITION ON THE NOVEMBER 3, 2026, BALLOT.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington desires to
provide for the continual provision of essential city services such as public safety, streets
and park maintenance, and other governmental services; and

WHEREAS, in order to sustain the foregoing atlevels which meetthe Community’s
expectations, the city needs additional funds to supplement the existing general fund
revenue which is applied for these purposes; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 84.55 RCW haslimited the increase in property tax revenues
to the City to a rate that has been less than the actual rate of inflation for the costs of
providing services to the citizens of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City’s current regular property tax levy, setin 2017, is $1.61 per
$1,000 of assessed value, which is $1.75 per $1,000 of assessed value less than whatis
statutorily authorized; and

WHEREAS, since the City’s property tax levy went into effect in 2017, the
cumulative inflation in the Seattle area has increased by nearly 45% while the City’s
property tax collections have increased by 18% in that same period; and

WHEREAS, the increase in costs due to inflation has forced the City to implement
additional revenue measures, reduce staffing, deferinvestments,and reduce city services
in order to maintain a balanced budget; and

WHEREAS, the City’s actions helped balance the budget for several years
but also reduced the City’s ability to plan ahead, analyze emerging issues, engage in
regional issues, pursue improvements, prepare for future challenges, and influence
decisions affectingthe community,increasingly responding to those decisionsratherthan
helping shape them for the betterment of the City and its constituents; and

WHEREAS, despite the City’s efforts, the City will be required to substantially

reduce essential services to the residents of the City or find alternative revenue sources;
and
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WHEREAS, withoutadditional revenue, additional spending cuts will be needed.
These spending cuts would likely include additional impacts to levels of service, including
road and park maintenance; and

WHEREAS, without adjustment, future inflation will likely continue to outpace
growth of revenues, increasing pressure for future service level reductions; and

WHEREAS, RCW 84.55.050(2) authorizes a city to place a ballot proposition
before the voters to authorize a 10-year increase in the regular property tax levy; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to prevent cuts in crucial city services or
increase taxes or revenues by other means by allowing the electors to approve or reject
a proposition under RCW 84.55.050(2); and

WHEREAS, RCW 84.55.050 provides for the levy of regular property taxes in an
amount exceeding the limitations specified in Chapter 84.55 RCW if such an increased
levy is authorized by a ballot proposition approved by a majority of the voters at an
election held within the taxing district (a "levy lid lift"); and

WHEREAS, the proceeds of the increase in the regular property tax on real
property that would be authorized by ballot proposition will provide funding for the
continuation of essential City services; and

WHEREAS, the City Council also desires to exempt qualifying seniors, veterans,
and persons with disabilities as permitted in Chapter 84.36 RCW; and

WHEREAS, the Council has therefore determined to submit a proposition to the
voters authorizing a multi-year, permanent levy lid lift at an increased rate set by the
proposition for collection in 2027, and at a rate notto exceed the Consumer Price Index
for All Urban Customers (CPI-U) for the Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue area or the Chapter
84.55 RCW limit, whicheveris greater, for the ensuing years, at a special election to be
held on November 3, 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Snoqualmie:

Section 1. Call for Election on November 3, 2026. The King County Elections
Director, as ex officio supervisorof electionsin King County, is herebyrequested to place
upon the special election ballot in the City of Snoqualmie on November 3, 2026, a
proposition for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the City, for their
approval or rejection, a proposition approving a multi-year, permanent increase in the
city’s regular property tax levy exceeding the limit factor provided in RCW 84.55.050, for
collection in 2027, in order to provide for the provision of public safety, streets and park
maintenance, and other governmental services within the City. Said question shall be in
substantially the form set forth in Section 2 below and shall authorize the City to levy a
ten-year, permanent increase to the City’s existing tax levy by $0.60 per $1,000 of
assessed value, to a total regular property tax levy rate of $2.16 per $1,000 of assessed
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valuation for collection beginning in 2027 and for the ensuing years set the limit factor at
the greater of the CPI-U for Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue or the statutory limit set forth in
Chapter 84.55 RCW. The levy amount for 2037 shall be used to calculate subsequent
levy limits.

Section 2. Ballot Title and Proposition. The ballot titte and proposition to be
submitted to the voters shall be in substantially the following form:

CITY OF SNOQUALMIE PROPOSITION NO. 1
GENERAL CITY SERVICES LEVY

This proposition would increase the City’s regular property tax levy
rate to $2.16 per $1,000 of assessed valuation forcollectionin 2027.
The proposition would also authorize annual increases for each of
the succeeding 10 years up to the June-to-June percentage change
in the CPI-U for the Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue area or the chapter
84.55 RCW limitation,whicheverisgreater. ExistingRCW 84.36.381
exemptionswould continue. Futurelevies would be calculated based
on the 2037 levy limit.

Should this proposition be approved?
YES
NO

Section 3. Changes. The mayor and city attorney are authorized to make such
minor adjustments to the wording of such proposition as may be recommended by the
King County Elections Director or to meet word countrequirements, as long as the intent
of the proposition remains clear and consistent with the intent of this resolution as
approved by the City Council.

Section 4.Local Voters’ Pamphlet. The city attorney is directed to prepare and
submit the explanatory statement for the ballot proposition as required.

Section 5.Pro and Con Committees. The arguments for and against the ballot
proposition shall be prepared by the committees appointed by the City Council pursuant
to RCW 29A.32.280. The deadline for Council appointing the pro and con committees is
August 4, 2026. If City Council does not appoint committees by the deadline, it is
requested that the King County Elections Director establish the pro and con committees
on a first-come, first-served basis pursuantto RCW 29A.32.280.
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ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Snoqualmie at a regular meeting
thereof, held this 3rd day of August, 2026.

James Mayhew
Mayor

Attest:

Kimberly Agfalvi
City Clerk
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