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AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE S n/a

AMOUNT BUDGETED S n/a

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED S n/a

SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

SMC Title 20.09, Transportation Impact Fees, will allow the City to capture a fair and proportionate share of
the costs of new transportation facilities needed to serve new growth and development within the City of
Snoqualmie.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
None.

BACKGROUND

In 1994 Washington State’s Growth Management Act, or GMA, authorized counties, cities, and towns planning
under the GMA to impose impact fees pursuant to RCW 82.02.050 to help pay for certain types of public
facilities including public streets and roads. Since that time many cities in Western Washington have adopted


https://mrsc.org/explore-topics/planning/general-planning-and-growth-management/growth-management-act
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.02.050

transportation impact fee programs. Snoqualmie has adopted a school impact fee program but has not yet
adopted a transportation impact fee program.

ANALYSIS

Transportation impact fees are defined fees required of all developers to pay for “system improvements” to
the transportation network. Growth in residents and workers from new development is expected to increase
travel demand on public facilities, and the purpose of the impact fee is to fund improvements and expansion
to the City’s transportation infrastructure to manage this additional demand.

The City retained Fehr & Peers to conduct a rate study to determine an appropriate transportation impact fee
to charge applicants for new development in the City. The Snoqualmie Traffic Impact Fee Rate Study, dated
November 13, 2024 (“2024 Rate Study”) is attached as Exhibit 2. AB24-096x2 2024. To calculate the impact
fee rate for Snoqualmie, a project list was developed using the 2025-2030 Six-Year Transportation
Improvement Program, Snoqualmie Riverwalk Master Plan, Snoqualmie Mills EIS, and the list of
transportation mitigation projects identified in the Snoqualmie Comprehensive Plan Update 2044. After
determining the eligible contribution of each project to the impact fee calculation, this total was divided by
the expected growth in PM peak hour person trips over the next 20 years.

Due to the multimodal nature of much of the city’s transportation network, which includes trails, sidewalks
and bicycle facilities, and the potential increase in demand that new development will incur on these,
multimodal projects were included in the impact fee calculation, and growth in “person trips” were
determined, instead of growth in “vehicle trips,” as is common in other jurisdictions. This multimodal impact
fee structure was designed to determine the fair share of multimodal transportation improvement costs that
may be charged to new development.

The final transportation impact fee rate calculated for Snoqualmie is $5,922.80 per person trip, based on the
methodology explained in the 2024 Rate Study (see attachment). The 22 eligible projects are summarized in
the Rate Study, along with a rate table that compares the anticipated cost of various development projects to
those incurred in other jurisdictions.

BUDGET IMPACTS
City sponsored project will comply with the Transportation Impact Fee.

NEXT STEPS

Afirst reading of the ordinance to adopt SMC Chapter 20.09 Transportation Impact Fees and the associated
Rate Study is expected for November 25, 2024, followed by a second reading and adoption of the ordinance
on December 9, 2024.

PROPOSED ACTION

Motion to recommend advancing the Transportation Impact Fee ordinance for a first reading at the November
25, 2024, council meeting.



