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IDAHO/REGION

ISP says staffing 
shortages could 

impact public safety

By ROYCE McCANDLESS  
Staff Writer

A letter written on 
behalf of Joint Finance-
Appropriations Committee 
leadership was sent to state 
agencies earlier this week, 
requesting agency directors 
to report back on what cuts 
of up to 2% would mean to 
them in this fiscal year and 
the next.

For several agencies 
that already issued their 
response, such reductions 
were framed as costs 
expected to be felt by a 
broad swath of Idahoans, 
or outright refused.

The request from 
JFAC’s leadership comes 
less than two weeks after 
Gov. Brad Little’s revenue 
projections were charac-
terized as “overly-pessi-
mistic” and JFAC, antic-
ipating strength in the 
Idaho economy, arrived at 
revenue projections $152 
million higher than the 
governor predicted for 
this fiscal year and $137 
million higher than Little 
predicted for the next. 

Now needing to grap-
ple with the $155 million 
cost of implementing the 
tax cuts within the One 
Big Beautiful Bill, Rep. 
Josh Tanner, R-Eagle, 
who serves as co-chair 
for JFAC, told the Idaho 
Press earlier this week the 

improved revenue picture 
came with a higher pro-
jected surplus for the state 
before it was known the 
Legislature would seek to 
retroactively implement 
these cuts for the 2025 tax 
year. 

With this cost cutting 
into the state’s bottom line, 
the Legislative Services 
Office, on behalf of JFAC 
co-chairs Tanner and Sen. 
C. Scott Grow, R-Eagle, 
directed the agencies to 
determine what cuts of 1% 
or 2% would require.

Division of Financial  
Management Administra-
tor Lori Wolff said the cuts  
proposed by JFAC leader - 
ship are expected to require 
agencies to take more dras - 
tic action compared to what  
was required to imple ment  
Gov. Brad Little’s 3% 
holdback order in the fall. 
Before Little’s holdback 
order was finalized, she 
noted state agencies were 
requested to provide 2%, 
4% and 6% reduction 
plans to gauge what course 
of action was optimal with 
the tighter budget picture.

“There’s a reason we 
landed at three,” Wolff 
said. “When we started 
getting into those deeper 
cuts, it started touching 
programs and requiring 
layoffs and furloughs that 
we did not want to hit.”

With half of the fiscal 
year now passed, Wolff said,  
agencies have less flexi bili-
ty to alter their spending 
plans, making additional 
budget cuts shift from 

operating expenditures to 
personnel. Implementing 
an additional 2% cut 
beyond those ordered by 
Little would likely result 
in “either layoffs or fur-
loughs,” Wolff said.  

Letters from several 
state agencies to the Legis-
lative Services Office 
indicated this would be 
the case, with impacts 
ranging from a broad 
decline in the public safety 
of Idahoans to worsened 
educational outcomes for 
current and future stu-
dents across all levels of 
the educational ladder.

Idaho State Police 
The Idaho State Police 

responded that 1% or 2% 
cuts would compound staff-
ing shortages already faced 
by the agency and “direct-
ly impact public safety.”

If 1% reductions were 
in place for this fiscal year, 
reduction measures would 
include eliminating six 
Capitol Protective Services 
positions and the furlough 
of all commission person-
nel for 50 hours each. The 
letter states these reduc-
tions would “directly affect 
security operations at the 
State Capitol” including 
the agency’s ability to 
manage protests or public 
gatherings. 

When looking at the 
impact of 2% reductions, 
ISP would need to increase 
its furloughs to 95 hours 
per trooper and eliminate 
11 of the Capitol Protective 
Services positions, reduc-

tions that would “increase 
response times to crashes, 
crimes, and emergencies 
statewide.” 

The impacts only 
increase in fiscal year 
2027. With either 1% or 
2% spending cuts, the 
agency would lose a foren-
sic laboratory position, 
and further reduce Capitol 
staffing. ISP would also 
lose access to the federal 
1033 equipment program, 
which allows the agency to 
request excess Department 
of Defense equipment and 
only pay the cost of ship-
ping. At a 2% reduction, 
ISP would be forced to add 
to these cuts the elimina-
tion of its SWAT team. 

If enacted, “assistance 
to local law enforcement, 
both daily and during 
major incidents, would be 
limited,” the letter read.

Idaho Department 
of Correction 

A letter from the Ida ho  
Department of Cor recti on  
stated outright that imple - 
menting cuts of 1-2% brings 
furloughs and staffing 
reductions, changes that 
would both “compromise 
safety” of its operations 
and “increase legal and fis-
cal risks for the State.”

The department already 
indicated earlier in the week  
that, had it been required 
to implement the full 3% 
holdbacks as ordered by  
Little in the fall, the depart-
ment would have needed 
to furlough its entire staff 
for a minimum of five 

days, as previously report-
ed by the Idaho Press. 

Since further cuts 
would require this action 
to be taken, state prisons 
would need to operate 
under a “modified-secure” 
status, requiring inmates 
to remain locked in their 
cells or sleeping barracks 
without rehabilitative pro-
gramming that is required 
by statute.

This mode of operation 
can bring “unnecessary 
frustration among the 
population and can lead to 
increased violence, riots, 
assaults on staff and law-
suits,” the letter said.

For IDOC prison staff, 
furloughs would force many  
to take on a second job, 
in troducing fatigue and 
exhau stion that erodes the 
safety of state prisons. For 
parole officers, workforce 
reductions would increase 
their parole caseloads from 
an average of 75 cases per 
officer to an average of 100.

Idaho’s educational 
institutions

In her letter responding 
to the request of JFAC 
leadership, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Deb-
bie Critchfield said reduc-
tions have already been 
made. An initial K-12 bud-
get was submitted in late 
August and then revised 
with the coordination of 
the Governor’s Office in 
the wake of lowered reve-
nue projections. 

The K-12 budgets 
submitted for this fiscal 

year and fiscal year 2027, 
Critchfield’s letter noted, 
already included reduc-
tions to the tune of $22 
million for fiscal year 2026, 
$42 million for fiscal year 
2027 and the reduction in a 
special education funding 
request by $50 million. 

With this laid out, 
Critchfield stated plainly 
in the letter, “I will not be 
recommending further cuts 
to the public schools bud-
get for FY 2026 or FY 2027.”

Further funding cuts 
to schools budgets would 
result in a range of down-
stream impacts including 
outdated textbooks, the 
removal of extracurricular 
programs and the laying 
off of teachers and support 
staff. If this were to come 
to fruition, it would bring 
a “disproportionate harm 
to rural students,” the let-
ter read. 

Jennifer White, execu-
tive director of The Idaho 
State Board of Education, 
made similar comments 
in her response letter. 
Focusing on Little’s prior 
holdbacks, she highlight-
ed that higher education 
institutions reduced their 
budgets by about $20 mil-
lion and the State Board 
of Education has “contrib-
uted $40 million in reduc-
tions” when including the 
$30 million Empowering 
Parents grant program 
that was eliminated by the 
State Legislature last ses-
sion and recommended to 
be reverted to the general 
fund by Little.

Agencies warn of layoffs if more cuts needed

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
NAME CHANGE (Minor)
Case No. CV09-25-1849

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT FOR THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER

IN RE: Stetson Tyler Martin,
A petition to change the name 
of Stetson Tyler Martin, a minor, 
now residing in the City of 
Sandpoint, State of Idaho, has 
been filed in the District Court 
in Bonner County, Idaho. The 
name will change to Stetson 
Tyler Barnett. The reason for 
the change in name is: same 
last name as dad. 
A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 11:00 o’clock 
a.m. on 12-17-25 at the Bonner 
County Courthouse. Objections 
may be filed by any person who 
can show the court a good rea-
son against the name change.
Date: November 7th 2025
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
/s/J Hendrickson
Deputy Clerk
Legal#7457 AD#43132
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 17, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Bonner County 
Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing at 10:00 AM on 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 
in the Bonner County Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Highway 
2, Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following request: 

File VS0006-25 Title 40- Vaca-
tion of Public Right-of-Way  
The applicant is requesting to 
vacate a portion of Larch Street, 
a Bonner County owned public 
right-of-way, through Idaho 
Code Title 40. The area pro-
posed to be vacated is approxi-
mately 0.251-acres. The project 
is generally located within 
Section 24, Township 56 North, 
Range 5 West, Boise-Meridian, 
Idaho. The proposal is located 
within West Pend Oreille Fire 
District. 

** Written statements must 
be submitted to the planning 
department record no later 
than seven (7) days prior to 
the public hearing. Written 
statements not exceeding one 
standard letter sized, single 
spaced page may be sub-
mitted at the public hearing. 
Statements can be sent to 
the Bonner County Planning 
Department at 1500 Highway 
2, Suite 208, Sandpoint, Idaho 
83864; faxed to (866) 537-
4935 or e-mailed to planning@
bonnercountyid.gov. Additional 
information is available at the 
Planning Department. Staff 
reports are available at the 
planning department or may be 
viewed at www.bonnercounty-
id.gov prior to the scheduled 
hearing.  
Legal#7602 AD#45041
February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
(I.C. 15-3-801) 

Case No. CV09-26-0070 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
In the Matter of the Estate of: 
JOSEPH REYES, 
  Deceased. 
     NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that JESSIE M. PITTS, 
JENNIFER A. DRUFFEL, and 
JOSEPH L. REYES JR. have 
been appointed the co-personal 
representatives of the above-
named Decedent’s estate. All 
persons having claims against 
the decedent or the estate are 
required to present their claims 
within four months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated and filed with the 
Clerk of the Court. 
     Dated this 22nd day of Jan-
uary, 2026. 
/s/Robert J. Tunison, 
Attorney for P.R. 
P.O. Box 26 
Caldwell, ID 83606-0026 
(208) 459-3659 
Legal#7612 AD#45339
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. CV09-26-0130 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF  
HAROLD DEE McMASTERS  
                Deceased.  
     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that TRACY LYNN BANE has 
been appointed personal repre-
sentative of the above-named 
decedent. All persons having 
claims against the decedent 
or the estate are required to 
present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and filed with the 
Clerk of Court. 
     DATED this 22nd day of 
January, 2026. 
/s/ J. T. Diehl   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative 
106 Superior Street 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208)263-8529 
Legal#7613 AD#45367 
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. CV09-25-2027 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF  
ALLAN HENRY MOSER,  
             Deceased.  
     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that WILLIAM P. MOSER, Jr. 
has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-
named decedent. All persons 

having claims against the dece-
dent or the estate are required 
to present their claims within 
four months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever 
barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and filed with the 
Clerk of Court. 
     DATED this 22nd day of 
January, 2026. 
/s/ J. T. Diehl   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative 
106 Superior Street 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208)263-8529 
Legal#7614 AD#45369
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

2026-2027  
Solicitation for Bids – 

School Bus 
 

Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of West 
Bonner County School District, 
Priest River, Idaho, for the 
purchase of the following: 
 
 •  Two new 71 passenger 
Diesel school bus with and 
without seat belts, with no trade 
in allowance 
 
Detailed specifications are 
available from the WBCSD 
Transportation Department, 
444 Hwy 57 Main Street, Priest 
River, Idaho 83856 between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday until 
4:00 pm Tuesday February 3, 
2026. Please call 208-290-2011 
to make an appointment. 
 
Bids must be submitted on or 
before 2:00 pm on Thursday 
February 5, 2026 to District 
Office, West Bonner County 
School District #83. 418 Har-
riet Street, Priest River, Idaho 
83856. All bids will be opened 
and read aloud at the Monthly 
meeting of the WBCSD Board 
of Trustees. Bids received after 
the aforementioned time and 
date will not be considered. 
 
Quotations are to be held firm 
until the WBCSD Board of 
Trustees approval which is 
scheduled for the evening of 
Wednesday February 18, 2026. 
The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
bids and proposals and to waive 
any irregularities, and to be 
the sole judge of the suitability 
of the interests of the school 
district. 
 
Dated this June 24, 2025 
 
Charity Hinshaw  
Operation Coordinator  
West Bonner County School 
District #83  
charityhinshaw@sd83.org 
(208) 290-2011 
Legal#7615 AD#45375
January 27, & February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Bonner County 
Zoning Commission will hold a 
public hearing at 5:30 pm on 

Thursday, March 12, 2026, in 
the Bonner County Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Highway 
2, Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following requests: 
 
File V0029-25 - Variance – 
Street Setback: The applicant 
is requesting five (5) foot street 
setback where a twenty-five 
(25) foot street setback is re-
quired for the construction of an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit. The 
project is located on Fairway 
View Drive in Section 36, Town-
ship 58 North, Range 1 West, 
Boise-Meridian. The project is 
within the service area of North 
Side Fire District. 

** Written statements must be 
submitted to the Planning De-
partment record no later than 
seven (7) days prior to the 
public hearing. Written state-
ments not exceeding one stan-
dard letter sized, single spaced 
page may be submitted at the 
public hearing. Statements can 
be sent to the Bonner County 
Planning Department at 1500 
highway 2, Suite 208, Sand-
point, Idaho 83864, faxed to 
(866) 537-4935, or emailed to 
planning@bonnercountyid.gov. 
 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Planning Depart-
ment. Staff reports are available 
at the Planning Department 
or may be viewed at www.
bonnercountyid.gov prior to the 
scheduled hearing. Any affected 
person as defined by Idaho 
Code, Title 67, Chapter 65, may 
pursue such actions as set forth 
in Idaho Code Title 67, Chapter 
65. 
Legal#7622 AD#45487
February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Bonner County Zoning 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 5:30 pm on Thurs-
day, March 26, 2026, in the 
Bonner County Administration 
Building, 1500 Highway 2, 
Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following requests: 
 
File V0001-26 – Variance – 
Street Setback: The applicants 
are requesting a Variance to 
the setback standards to allow 
for a 15-foot street setback, 
where 25 feet is required, for 
the construction of a new shop. 
The 0.367-acre lot is zoned 
Suburban (S). The project is 
located off S. Iowa Avenue in 
Section 25, Township 56 North, 
Range 6 West, Boise-Meridian. 
The project is within the service 
areas of West Pend Oreille Fire 
District and West Bonner Water 
and Sewer District. The site is 
within the Area of City Impact 
for the City of Oldtown.  
 
** Written statements must be 
submitted to the Planning De-
partment record no later than 
seven (7) days prior to the 
public hearing. Written state-
ments not exceeding one stan-

dard letter sized, single spaced 
page may be submitted at the 
public hearing. Statements can 
be sent to the Bonner County 
Planning Department at 1500 
highway 2, Suite 208, Sand-
point, Idaho 83864, faxed to 
(866) 537-4935, or emailed to 
planning@bonnercountyid.gov. 
 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Planning Depart-
ment. Staff reports are available 
at the Planning Department 
or may be viewed at www.
bonnercountyid.gov prior to the 
scheduled hearing. Any affected 
person as defined by Idaho 
Code, Title 67, Chapter 65, may 
pursue such actions as set forth 
in Idaho Code Title 67, Chapter 
65. 
Legal#7623 AD#45488
February 3, 2026
_________________________

INDEPENDENT 
HIGHWAY DISTRICT 

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
In accordance with Idaho Code 
§40-1309(2), a public hearing 
shall be held on Friday, Febru-
ary 11, 2026, at 3:00 p.m., at 
the District shop, 1630 Baldy 
Mountain Road, Sandpoint, 
at which time the Board of 
Commissioners will determine 
whether to declare certain 
property to be surplus proper-
ty. Any person interested may 
appear and show cause that the 
following piece of equipment is 
still useful to the district and that 
the sale or exchange of said 
equipment should not be made: 
1998 Freightliner FLD112 Sand-
er/Plow Truck, Asset #1124. Any 
person needing special accom-
modations to participate in the 
above noticed hearing should 
contact the District at least five 
(5) days prior to the hearing at 
208-263-8131.  
 
INDEPENDENT HIGHWAY 
DISTRICT BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS: 
Mel Bailey, Brian Ivy, David 
Miles II 
 
ATTEST: Julie Bishop, Clerk 
Legal#7630 AD#45553
February 3, 4, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that 
Sandpoint City Council will 
hold a public hearing during 
their meeting on February 18th, 
2026, scheduled to begin at 
5:30 p.m. in Council chambers 
at City Hall, 1123 W. Lake 
St., Sandpoint, Idaho, to take 
public testimony as Council 
considers a proposal to amend 
the City’s adopted fiscal year 
2025/2026 Fee Schedule to 
add a membership pause fee 
and a membership reactivation 
fee. This hearing is duly noticed 
pursuant to Idaho Code §63-
1211A, which requires a hearing 
at a public meeting when a city 
considers imposition of any new 
fee.  

Seating in Council chambers 
is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The overflow 
areas outside chambers will 

accommodate additional atten-
dance, with live meeting video 
and audio provided. For public 
hearings/public comment peri-
ods, those who may not be able 
to be seated within chambers 
will be allowed entrance to the 
room and given the opportunity 
to speak from the podium.  

Any written testimony to be 
considered at this meeting must 
be delivered to City Hall or by 
email to recreation@sandpoin-
tidaho.gov before 5:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 12, 2026.  

To request special accommoda-
tion to view the application files 
or participate in the above-no-
ticed meeting, contact the City 
via the email address or phone 
number stated above no later 
than two (2) business days prior 
to the date of the hearing. 
Legal#7631 AD#45558
February 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
CASE NO. CV09-25-916

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
under Idaho Code section 
15-3-801 that, in connection 
with the foregoing case number 
in the Bonner County District 
Court, ELIZABETH ANNE 
CRANE has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the 
probate estate of JON ERIC 
HASENOEHRL, deceased. All 
persons having claims against 
the decedent or the estate are 
required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must be 
presented to the undersigned 
attorney at number 101 Eagle 
Glen Lane, Eagle, Idaho 83616, 
and filed with the Clerk of the 
Court.
     DATED this 29th day of 
January, 2026.
/s/Marcus West, Attorney at 
Law
Legal#7632 AD#45560
February 3, 10, 17, 2026
_________________________

Notice of Letting
Leading Idaho Local Bridge 
Program project for Bonner 
County, proposal number 
30235-88. Remove the existing 
timber bridge on Colburn Culver 
Road over Pack River Bridge 
and replace it with a single 
span prestressed concrete 
girder bridge on pile supported 
concrete abutments. The bridge 
to be replaced is approximately 
12.0 miles northwest of the City 
of Sandpoint, Idaho 

Sealed proposals will be 
received either electronically 
through QuestCDN (www.
QuestCDN.com) or at the office 
of the Local Highway Technical 
Assistance Council, 3330 W 
Grace St, Boise, ID 83703 until 
2:30 p.m. MST on February 19, 
2026. The project’s QuestCDN 
Number is 10043111. 
Legal#7633 AD#45561
February 3, 10, 2026
_________________________
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ISP says staffing 
shortages could 

impact public safety

By ROYCE McCANDLESS  
Staff Writer

A letter written on 
behalf of Joint Finance-
Appropriations Committee 
leadership was sent to state 
agencies earlier this week, 
requesting agency directors 
to report back on what cuts 
of up to 2% would mean to 
them in this fiscal year and 
the next.

For several agencies 
that already issued their 
response, such reductions 
were framed as costs 
expected to be felt by a 
broad swath of Idahoans, 
or outright refused.

The request from 
JFAC’s leadership comes 
less than two weeks after 
Gov. Brad Little’s revenue 
projections were charac-
terized as “overly-pessi-
mistic” and JFAC, antic-
ipating strength in the 
Idaho economy, arrived at 
revenue projections $152 
million higher than the 
governor predicted for 
this fiscal year and $137 
million higher than Little 
predicted for the next. 

Now needing to grap-
ple with the $155 million 
cost of implementing the 
tax cuts within the One 
Big Beautiful Bill, Rep. 
Josh Tanner, R-Eagle, 
who serves as co-chair 
for JFAC, told the Idaho 
Press earlier this week the 

improved revenue picture 
came with a higher pro-
jected surplus for the state 
before it was known the 
Legislature would seek to 
retroactively implement 
these cuts for the 2025 tax 
year. 

With this cost cutting 
into the state’s bottom line, 
the Legislative Services 
Office, on behalf of JFAC 
co-chairs Tanner and Sen. 
C. Scott Grow, R-Eagle, 
directed the agencies to 
determine what cuts of 1% 
or 2% would require.

Division of Financial  
Management Administra-
tor Lori Wolff said the cuts  
proposed by JFAC leader - 
ship are expected to require 
agencies to take more dras - 
tic action compared to what  
was required to imple ment  
Gov. Brad Little’s 3% 
holdback order in the fall. 
Before Little’s holdback 
order was finalized, she 
noted state agencies were 
requested to provide 2%, 
4% and 6% reduction 
plans to gauge what course 
of action was optimal with 
the tighter budget picture.

“There’s a reason we 
landed at three,” Wolff 
said. “When we started 
getting into those deeper 
cuts, it started touching 
programs and requiring 
layoffs and furloughs that 
we did not want to hit.”

With half of the fiscal 
year now passed, Wolff said,  
agencies have less flexi bili-
ty to alter their spending 
plans, making additional 
budget cuts shift from 

operating expenditures to 
personnel. Implementing 
an additional 2% cut 
beyond those ordered by 
Little would likely result 
in “either layoffs or fur-
loughs,” Wolff said.  

Letters from several 
state agencies to the Legis-
lative Services Office 
indicated this would be 
the case, with impacts 
ranging from a broad 
decline in the public safety 
of Idahoans to worsened 
educational outcomes for 
current and future stu-
dents across all levels of 
the educational ladder.

Idaho State Police 
The Idaho State Police 

responded that 1% or 2% 
cuts would compound staff-
ing shortages already faced 
by the agency and “direct-
ly impact public safety.”

If 1% reductions were 
in place for this fiscal year, 
reduction measures would 
include eliminating six 
Capitol Protective Services 
positions and the furlough 
of all commission person-
nel for 50 hours each. The 
letter states these reduc-
tions would “directly affect 
security operations at the 
State Capitol” including 
the agency’s ability to 
manage protests or public 
gatherings. 

When looking at the 
impact of 2% reductions, 
ISP would need to increase 
its furloughs to 95 hours 
per trooper and eliminate 
11 of the Capitol Protective 
Services positions, reduc-

tions that would “increase 
response times to crashes, 
crimes, and emergencies 
statewide.” 

The impacts only 
increase in fiscal year 
2027. With either 1% or 
2% spending cuts, the 
agency would lose a foren-
sic laboratory position, 
and further reduce Capitol 
staffing. ISP would also 
lose access to the federal 
1033 equipment program, 
which allows the agency to 
request excess Department 
of Defense equipment and 
only pay the cost of ship-
ping. At a 2% reduction, 
ISP would be forced to add 
to these cuts the elimina-
tion of its SWAT team. 

If enacted, “assistance 
to local law enforcement, 
both daily and during 
major incidents, would be 
limited,” the letter read.

Idaho Department 
of Correction 

A letter from the Ida ho  
Department of Cor recti on  
stated outright that imple - 
menting cuts of 1-2% brings 
furloughs and staffing 
reductions, changes that 
would both “compromise 
safety” of its operations 
and “increase legal and fis-
cal risks for the State.”

The department already 
indicated earlier in the week  
that, had it been required 
to implement the full 3% 
holdbacks as ordered by  
Little in the fall, the depart-
ment would have needed 
to furlough its entire staff 
for a minimum of five 

days, as previously report-
ed by the Idaho Press. 

Since further cuts 
would require this action 
to be taken, state prisons 
would need to operate 
under a “modified-secure” 
status, requiring inmates 
to remain locked in their 
cells or sleeping barracks 
without rehabilitative pro-
gramming that is required 
by statute.

This mode of operation 
can bring “unnecessary 
frustration among the 
population and can lead to 
increased violence, riots, 
assaults on staff and law-
suits,” the letter said.

For IDOC prison staff, 
furloughs would force many  
to take on a second job, 
in troducing fatigue and 
exhau stion that erodes the 
safety of state prisons. For 
parole officers, workforce 
reductions would increase 
their parole caseloads from 
an average of 75 cases per 
officer to an average of 100.

Idaho’s educational 
institutions

In her letter responding 
to the request of JFAC 
leadership, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Deb-
bie Critchfield said reduc-
tions have already been 
made. An initial K-12 bud-
get was submitted in late 
August and then revised 
with the coordination of 
the Governor’s Office in 
the wake of lowered reve-
nue projections. 

The K-12 budgets 
submitted for this fiscal 

year and fiscal year 2027, 
Critchfield’s letter noted, 
already included reduc-
tions to the tune of $22 
million for fiscal year 2026, 
$42 million for fiscal year 
2027 and the reduction in a 
special education funding 
request by $50 million. 

With this laid out, 
Critchfield stated plainly 
in the letter, “I will not be 
recommending further cuts 
to the public schools bud-
get for FY 2026 or FY 2027.”

Further funding cuts 
to schools budgets would 
result in a range of down-
stream impacts including 
outdated textbooks, the 
removal of extracurricular 
programs and the laying 
off of teachers and support 
staff. If this were to come 
to fruition, it would bring 
a “disproportionate harm 
to rural students,” the let-
ter read. 

Jennifer White, execu-
tive director of The Idaho 
State Board of Education, 
made similar comments 
in her response letter. 
Focusing on Little’s prior 
holdbacks, she highlight-
ed that higher education 
institutions reduced their 
budgets by about $20 mil-
lion and the State Board 
of Education has “contrib-
uted $40 million in reduc-
tions” when including the 
$30 million Empowering 
Parents grant program 
that was eliminated by the 
State Legislature last ses-
sion and recommended to 
be reverted to the general 
fund by Little.

Agencies warn of layoffs if more cuts needed

NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
NAME CHANGE (Minor)
Case No. CV09-25-1849

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT FOR THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER

IN RE: Stetson Tyler Martin,
A petition to change the name 
of Stetson Tyler Martin, a minor, 
now residing in the City of 
Sandpoint, State of Idaho, has 
been filed in the District Court 
in Bonner County, Idaho. The 
name will change to Stetson 
Tyler Barnett. The reason for 
the change in name is: same 
last name as dad. 
A hearing on the petition is 
scheduled for 11:00 o’clock 
a.m. on 12-17-25 at the Bonner 
County Courthouse. Objections 
may be filed by any person who 
can show the court a good rea-
son against the name change.
Date: November 7th 2025
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT
/s/J Hendrickson
Deputy Clerk
Legal#7457 AD#43132
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 17, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Bonner County 
Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing at 10:00 AM on 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 
in the Bonner County Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Highway 
2, Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following request: 

File VS0006-25 Title 40- Vaca-
tion of Public Right-of-Way  
The applicant is requesting to 
vacate a portion of Larch Street, 
a Bonner County owned public 
right-of-way, through Idaho 
Code Title 40. The area pro-
posed to be vacated is approxi-
mately 0.251-acres. The project 
is generally located within 
Section 24, Township 56 North, 
Range 5 West, Boise-Meridian, 
Idaho. The proposal is located 
within West Pend Oreille Fire 
District. 

** Written statements must 
be submitted to the planning 
department record no later 
than seven (7) days prior to 
the public hearing. Written 
statements not exceeding one 
standard letter sized, single 
spaced page may be sub-
mitted at the public hearing. 
Statements can be sent to 
the Bonner County Planning 
Department at 1500 Highway 
2, Suite 208, Sandpoint, Idaho 
83864; faxed to (866) 537-
4935 or e-mailed to planning@
bonnercountyid.gov. Additional 
information is available at the 
Planning Department. Staff 
reports are available at the 
planning department or may be 
viewed at www.bonnercounty-
id.gov prior to the scheduled 
hearing.  
Legal#7602 AD#45041
February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
(I.C. 15-3-801) 

Case No. CV09-26-0070 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
In the Matter of the Estate of: 
JOSEPH REYES, 
  Deceased. 
     NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that JESSIE M. PITTS, 
JENNIFER A. DRUFFEL, and 
JOSEPH L. REYES JR. have 
been appointed the co-personal 
representatives of the above-
named Decedent’s estate. All 
persons having claims against 
the decedent or the estate are 
required to present their claims 
within four months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated and filed with the 
Clerk of the Court. 
     Dated this 22nd day of Jan-
uary, 2026. 
/s/Robert J. Tunison, 
Attorney for P.R. 
P.O. Box 26 
Caldwell, ID 83606-0026 
(208) 459-3659 
Legal#7612 AD#45339
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. CV09-26-0130 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF  
HAROLD DEE McMASTERS  
                Deceased.  
     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that TRACY LYNN BANE has 
been appointed personal repre-
sentative of the above-named 
decedent. All persons having 
claims against the decedent 
or the estate are required to 
present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first 
publication of this notice or said 
claims will be forever barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and filed with the 
Clerk of Court. 
     DATED this 22nd day of 
January, 2026. 
/s/ J. T. Diehl   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative 
106 Superior Street 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208)263-8529 
Legal#7613 AD#45367 
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Case No. CV09-25-2027 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE 

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF BONNER 

MAGISTRATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF  
ALLAN HENRY MOSER,  
             Deceased.  
     NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that WILLIAM P. MOSER, Jr. 
has been appointed personal 
representative of the above-
named decedent. All persons 

having claims against the dece-
dent or the estate are required 
to present their claims within 
four months after the date of 
the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever 
barred. 
     Claims must be presented to 
the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and filed with the 
Clerk of Court. 
     DATED this 22nd day of 
January, 2026. 
/s/ J. T. Diehl   
Attorney for Personal 
Representative 
106 Superior Street 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208)263-8529 
Legal#7614 AD#45369
Jan. 27, & Feb. 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

2026-2027  
Solicitation for Bids – 

School Bus 
 

Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of West 
Bonner County School District, 
Priest River, Idaho, for the 
purchase of the following: 
 
 •  Two new 71 passenger 
Diesel school bus with and 
without seat belts, with no trade 
in allowance 
 
Detailed specifications are 
available from the WBCSD 
Transportation Department, 
444 Hwy 57 Main Street, Priest 
River, Idaho 83856 between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday until 
4:00 pm Tuesday February 3, 
2026. Please call 208-290-2011 
to make an appointment. 
 
Bids must be submitted on or 
before 2:00 pm on Thursday 
February 5, 2026 to District 
Office, West Bonner County 
School District #83. 418 Har-
riet Street, Priest River, Idaho 
83856. All bids will be opened 
and read aloud at the Monthly 
meeting of the WBCSD Board 
of Trustees. Bids received after 
the aforementioned time and 
date will not be considered. 
 
Quotations are to be held firm 
until the WBCSD Board of 
Trustees approval which is 
scheduled for the evening of 
Wednesday February 18, 2026. 
The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all 
bids and proposals and to waive 
any irregularities, and to be 
the sole judge of the suitability 
of the interests of the school 
district. 
 
Dated this June 24, 2025 
 
Charity Hinshaw  
Operation Coordinator  
West Bonner County School 
District #83  
charityhinshaw@sd83.org 
(208) 290-2011 
Legal#7615 AD#45375
January 27, & February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Bonner County 
Zoning Commission will hold a 
public hearing at 5:30 pm on 

Thursday, March 12, 2026, in 
the Bonner County Adminis-
tration Building, 1500 Highway 
2, Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following requests: 
 
File V0029-25 - Variance – 
Street Setback: The applicant 
is requesting five (5) foot street 
setback where a twenty-five 
(25) foot street setback is re-
quired for the construction of an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit. The 
project is located on Fairway 
View Drive in Section 36, Town-
ship 58 North, Range 1 West, 
Boise-Meridian. The project is 
within the service area of North 
Side Fire District. 

** Written statements must be 
submitted to the Planning De-
partment record no later than 
seven (7) days prior to the 
public hearing. Written state-
ments not exceeding one stan-
dard letter sized, single spaced 
page may be submitted at the 
public hearing. Statements can 
be sent to the Bonner County 
Planning Department at 1500 
highway 2, Suite 208, Sand-
point, Idaho 83864, faxed to 
(866) 537-4935, or emailed to 
planning@bonnercountyid.gov. 
 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Planning Depart-
ment. Staff reports are available 
at the Planning Department 
or may be viewed at www.
bonnercountyid.gov prior to the 
scheduled hearing. Any affected 
person as defined by Idaho 
Code, Title 67, Chapter 65, may 
pursue such actions as set forth 
in Idaho Code Title 67, Chapter 
65. 
Legal#7622 AD#45487
February 3, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Bonner County Zoning 
Commission will hold a public 
hearing at 5:30 pm on Thurs-
day, March 26, 2026, in the 
Bonner County Administration 
Building, 1500 Highway 2, 
Sandpoint, Idaho, by Zoom 
teleconference, and YouTube 
Livestream to consider the 
following requests: 
 
File V0001-26 – Variance – 
Street Setback: The applicants 
are requesting a Variance to 
the setback standards to allow 
for a 15-foot street setback, 
where 25 feet is required, for 
the construction of a new shop. 
The 0.367-acre lot is zoned 
Suburban (S). The project is 
located off S. Iowa Avenue in 
Section 25, Township 56 North, 
Range 6 West, Boise-Meridian. 
The project is within the service 
areas of West Pend Oreille Fire 
District and West Bonner Water 
and Sewer District. The site is 
within the Area of City Impact 
for the City of Oldtown.  
 
** Written statements must be 
submitted to the Planning De-
partment record no later than 
seven (7) days prior to the 
public hearing. Written state-
ments not exceeding one stan-

dard letter sized, single spaced 
page may be submitted at the 
public hearing. Statements can 
be sent to the Bonner County 
Planning Department at 1500 
highway 2, Suite 208, Sand-
point, Idaho 83864, faxed to 
(866) 537-4935, or emailed to 
planning@bonnercountyid.gov. 
 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Planning Depart-
ment. Staff reports are available 
at the Planning Department 
or may be viewed at www.
bonnercountyid.gov prior to the 
scheduled hearing. Any affected 
person as defined by Idaho 
Code, Title 67, Chapter 65, may 
pursue such actions as set forth 
in Idaho Code Title 67, Chapter 
65. 
Legal#7623 AD#45488
February 3, 2026
_________________________

INDEPENDENT 
HIGHWAY DISTRICT 

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
In accordance with Idaho Code 
§40-1309(2), a public hearing 
shall be held on Friday, Febru-
ary 11, 2026, at 3:00 p.m., at 
the District shop, 1630 Baldy 
Mountain Road, Sandpoint, 
at which time the Board of 
Commissioners will determine 
whether to declare certain 
property to be surplus proper-
ty. Any person interested may 
appear and show cause that the 
following piece of equipment is 
still useful to the district and that 
the sale or exchange of said 
equipment should not be made: 
1998 Freightliner FLD112 Sand-
er/Plow Truck, Asset #1124. Any 
person needing special accom-
modations to participate in the 
above noticed hearing should 
contact the District at least five 
(5) days prior to the hearing at 
208-263-8131.  
 
INDEPENDENT HIGHWAY 
DISTRICT BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS: 
Mel Bailey, Brian Ivy, David 
Miles II 
 
ATTEST: Julie Bishop, Clerk 
Legal#7630 AD#45553
February 3, 4, 2026
_________________________

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that 
Sandpoint City Council will 
hold a public hearing during 
their meeting on February 18th, 
2026, scheduled to begin at 
5:30 p.m. in Council chambers 
at City Hall, 1123 W. Lake 
St., Sandpoint, Idaho, to take 
public testimony as Council 
considers a proposal to amend 
the City’s adopted fiscal year 
2025/2026 Fee Schedule to 
add a membership pause fee 
and a membership reactivation 
fee. This hearing is duly noticed 
pursuant to Idaho Code §63-
1211A, which requires a hearing 
at a public meeting when a city 
considers imposition of any new 
fee.  

Seating in Council chambers 
is available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The overflow 
areas outside chambers will 

accommodate additional atten-
dance, with live meeting video 
and audio provided. For public 
hearings/public comment peri-
ods, those who may not be able 
to be seated within chambers 
will be allowed entrance to the 
room and given the opportunity 
to speak from the podium.  

Any written testimony to be 
considered at this meeting must 
be delivered to City Hall or by 
email to recreation@sandpoin-
tidaho.gov before 5:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 12, 2026.  

To request special accommoda-
tion to view the application files 
or participate in the above-no-
ticed meeting, contact the City 
via the email address or phone 
number stated above no later 
than two (2) business days prior 
to the date of the hearing. 
Legal#7631 AD#45558
February 3, 10, 2026
_________________________

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
CASE NO. CV09-25-916

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
under Idaho Code section 
15-3-801 that, in connection 
with the foregoing case number 
in the Bonner County District 
Court, ELIZABETH ANNE 
CRANE has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the 
probate estate of JON ERIC 
HASENOEHRL, deceased. All 
persons having claims against 
the decedent or the estate are 
required to present their claims 
within four (4) months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this Notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must be 
presented to the undersigned 
attorney at number 101 Eagle 
Glen Lane, Eagle, Idaho 83616, 
and filed with the Clerk of the 
Court.
     DATED this 29th day of 
January, 2026.
/s/Marcus West, Attorney at 
Law
Legal#7632 AD#45560
February 3, 10, 17, 2026
_________________________

Notice of Letting
Leading Idaho Local Bridge 
Program project for Bonner 
County, proposal number 
30235-88. Remove the existing 
timber bridge on Colburn Culver 
Road over Pack River Bridge 
and replace it with a single 
span prestressed concrete 
girder bridge on pile supported 
concrete abutments. The bridge 
to be replaced is approximately 
12.0 miles northwest of the City 
of Sandpoint, Idaho 

Sealed proposals will be 
received either electronically 
through QuestCDN (www.
QuestCDN.com) or at the office 
of the Local Highway Technical 
Assistance Council, 3330 W 
Grace St, Boise, ID 83703 until 
2:30 p.m. MST on February 19, 
2026. The project’s QuestCDN 
Number is 10043111. 
Legal#7633 AD#45561
February 3, 10, 2026
_________________________
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