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January 
 

  
 

 
 

Sidney Police Department assisted the Richland County 
Sheriff’s Office in the missing persons investigation for 

Katelynn Berry.  SPD coordinated a joint public/LE 
ground search on January 20, 2022 during which Ms. 

Berry’s body was located not far from her home. 
 

 
 

On January 28, 2022, the Sidney Police Department 
initiated a homicide investigation after officers 

responding to a welfare check located Christopher 
Wetzstein deceased in his Sidney apartment from a 

gunshot wound to the head.  Montana DCI was called in to 
assist in this investigation. 

 



 

February 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

SPD 
welcomed 

Officer 
Gomke home 
with his new 
partner, K9 

Ringo.  
Officer 

Gomke and 
K9 Ringo 
spent 6-
weeks 

training 
together at 

Shallow 
Creek 

Kennels in 
Pennsylvani

a before 
hitting the 
streets in 

Sidney. 

Sidney Police department Detectives and DCI 
Investigators continue to investigate the suspected 

homicide of Christopher Wetzstein 
 



 

March 
 

            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We attended job fairs at: 

 

St. Cloud State University 

Bemidji State University 

Williston State College 

Minot State University 

University of Montana 

And Sidney, MT 

…And the Wetzstein Homicide investigation continues… 

SPD hits the road 
for Job Fair 

Season 



 

April 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SNOW-MAGEDDON!! 

Officers worked hard with 
other emergency services 
and public works to assist 

stranded motorists, respond 
to accidents, and get Sidney 

back up and running. 

Lyndsee Colette Brewer, 51, of Forsyth, 
Montana was charged with the murder of 
Christopher A. Wetzstein. Brewer was 
arrested on Tuesday, April 26, 2022 in Miles 
City, Montana and charged with one count of 
deliberate homicide. 
 
An arrest warrant was issued on Feb. 22, 
2022 but officers were not able to execute 
the warrant until April 26, 2022 due to the 
fact Brewer had been admitted to a hospital 
for life-threatening conditions and remained 
in a hospital until the day she was arrested. 

SPD’s newest officer, James 
Drager, was sworn in on April 
4th, 2022.  Officer Drager hails 
from Dickinson, ND, but his wife, 
Kaylie, is a Sidney native.  
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June, July, August 
 

        
 
 
        
  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Cool off with Cops…   

 

Sidney 

Healthy 

Kids 

Expo 

Let’s hire some 
officers… 



 

September 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SPD Hosts 
Training… 

 
• Crime Scene 

Training 
 
• Breaching 

Training 

Guns N Hoses Softball Game 
 
 

Sidney Area Law 
Enforcement 

vs. 
Sidney Volunteer Fire 

Department 
 
 

Alas…the Fire Department 
won…but just barely 



 

October 
          
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the 2022 Montana Association of 
Chiefs of Police Conference in 
Kalispell, Officer Brett Norby was 
awarded the 2022 MACOP Officer of the 
Year Award, and Officer Jonathan Ryal 
was awarded the MACOP Lifesaving 
Award.  Chief Mark Kraft was proud to 
nominate both officers, and honored to 
be able to present the awards. 

Lyndsee Brewer 
pleads guilty to 

Deliberate Homicide in 
shooting death of 

Christopher 
Wetzstein. 

 



 

November 
 

  
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Sidney Police Department 
investigated the whereabouts of 4-
year-old Taylem Berry who was 
believed to be in the custody of his 
father, Raymond Berry.  Taylem was 
the unfortunate subject of a 
custody dispute between his 
parents, and had not been seen by 
his mother for several weeks. 
 
 
On November 29, 2022, pursuant to 
a tip received by the Sidney Police 
Department, law enforcement 
officials in Mariposa County, 
California safely located Taylem 
and took Raymond into custody for 
the offense of Parenting 
Interference. 



 

December 
 

Cookies with Cops 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We swore in two new officers… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 2nd Annual Sidney Police Department 
 Awards Banquet & Christmas Party 

Welcome!!   
 

Officer Tyler King  
and  

Officer Joel Rosales! 

2022 SPD Officer of the Year 
Corporal James Fletcher 



Sidney Police Department 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Calls for Service 7823 6171 6524 5512 4956 4798

Offenses Reported 1557 1517 1609 1745 1490 1473

Total Arrests 515 434 489 352 395 424

Traffic Citations 1469 1090 1351 627 794 946

Traffic Warnings 3050 2662 2735 2009 1881 2278

Accidents  201 196 199 169 146 143

Speeding 308 148 117 99 129 138

Insurance Violations 345 248 162 104 130 183

Registration Violations 191 133 68 37 67 94

Driving While Suspended/Revoked 124 84 87 81 84 87

Driver's License Violations 48 52 23 25 42 65

Careless Driving 44 51 37 28 36 34

Reckless Driving 12 10 14 16 12 6

Accident Reporting Violations 10 10 21 22 14 15

Fleeing from or Eluding Peace Officer 1 2 5 2 3 0

DUI (Total) 125 103 120 95 107 131

Aggravated DUI 42 33 48 27 29 14

Open Container In Vehicle 18 18 19 11 21 27

Marijuana In Passenger Area 0 0 0 0 0 21

Homicide 0 0 2 0 0 1

Aggravated Assault 8 1 1 3 0 2

Assault with a Weapon 9 10 9 16 8 7

Assault on a Minor 3 6 8 4 6 5

Criminal Endangerment 2 5 2 4 6 1

Intimidation 2 1 3 5 1 1

Partner or Family Member Assault 42 37 55 70 46 45

Violation of a Protective Order 6 3 12 9 17 10

Strangulation of Partner or Family Member 3 8 6 7 5

Tamper/Destroy Communication Device 3 4 7 5 6

Assault 22 26 17 24 11 20

Negligent Endangerment 0 2 3 0 0 1

Stalking 2 0 0 1 5 2

Assault on a Peace Officer 2 1 1 1 6 6

Assault with Bodily Fluid 1 1 0 0 1 0

Resisting Arrest 12 14 23 20 26 22

Obstructing a Peace Officer 26 29 33 28 26 20

Unlawful Restraint 1 0 1 1 1 3

Custodial/Parenting Interference 0 1 0 0 3 2

Sexual Assault 2 6 7 7 5 5

Sexual Intercourse w/o Consent 9 7 11 14 9 10

Indecent Exposure 3 3 3 1 5 2

Sexual Abuse of Children 2 2 0 2 1 2

Endangering Welfare of Children 6 3 4 1 9 5

Unlawful Transactions with Children 1 1 2 3 1 3

Criminal Child Endangerment 0 7 2 0 3 5

Youth In Need of Intervention 10 9 10 35 19 10

Theft 158 120 129 200 99 82

Burglary 28 17 18 23 9 13

Criminal Mischief 67 47 45 76 44 37

Criminal Trespass  27 24 52 69 37 30

Robbery 0 0 0 2 0 0

Property Crimes 280 208 244 370 189 162

Disorderly Conduct 49 53 42 37 46 43

Cruelty to Animals 1 4 4 4 1 1

Privacy In Communications 9 7 13 14 16 6

Narcotics related offenses 193 243 209 221 81 80

Liquor Violations 67 35 50 36 46 47
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2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Marijuana

Total Seizures 49 64 47 55 9 14

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 267.621 grams 527.609 grams 378.446 grams 15840.720 grams 475.911 grams 644.564 grams

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 2 Plants 1 Plant

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 49 Dosage Units

Hashish

Total Seizures 6 5 5 7 0 1

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 113.51 grams 462.626 grams 90.902 grams 387.677 grams 0 5.000 grams

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 1 Dosage Unit 56.000 Fluid Ounce

Methamphetamine/Amphetamine

Total Seizures 31 32 44 71 45 33

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 116.04 grams 2620.371 grams 199.309 grams 2978.438 grams 64.269 grams 19.3 grams

Heroin

Total Seizures 6 3 3 1 0 1

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0.4 grams 60.91 grams 1.521 grams 246.2 grams 0 18.900 grams

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 2 Dosage Units

Other Cocaine

Total Seizures 2 2 0 9 1 2

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 30.8 grams 41.7 grams 0 850.912 grams 7.300 grams 1.010 grams

Crack Cocaine

Total Seizures 0 3 0 0 0 0

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0 4 grams 0 0 0 0

Other Hallucinogens

Total Seizures 0 1 1 4 1 1

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0 0.8 grams 1.5 gram 274 Dosage Units/Items 2 Dosage Units/Items 2.000 grams

Other Narcotics

Total Seizures 2 4 3 3 6 3

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 3.5 Dosage Units 2400 Milliliters 464 Fluid Ounces

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 52 Dosage Units 4 Dosage Units 281 Dosage Units 19 Dosage Units/Items 14 Dosage Units / Items

Other Stimulants

Total Seizures 0 0 0 4 0 2

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0 0 0 6 Dosage Units/Items 0 2 Dosage Units / Items

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0 0 0 0 0 1.000 gram

Other Depressants

Total Seizures 2 3 1 2 1 0

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 11.5 Dosage Units 340.75 Dosage Units 1 Dosage Unit 2 Dosage Units / Items 8 Fluid Ounces 0

Other Drugs

Total Seizures 6 2 12 16 7 4

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 126 Dosage Units 48 Dosage Units 195.5 Dosage Units / Items 44.5 Dosage Units / Items 22.5 Dosage Units/Items 197.5 Dosage Units / Items

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 16 ounces

Unknown Drug Type

Total Seizures 3 8 4 6 2 2

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 1 Dosage Unit 77 Dosage Units 204.5 Dosage Units / Items 24 Dosage Units / Items 8 Dosage Units / Items

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 0.01 grams 4.25 grams 42.21 grams 30 grams

Fentanyl

Total Seizures 2

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 231 Dosage Units / Items

Aggregate Weight/Dosage 2.001 grams

Total Seizures 105 125 120 169 71 63

SIDNEY POLICE DEPARTMENT ‐ NARCOTICS SEIZURES



Year

Agency 

Population

Offenses 

Reported

Offenses Cleared 

by Arrest Percent Cleared

Total Offenses 

per 10K

Crimes Against 

Persons ‐ 

Offenses per 10K

Crimes Against 

Property ‐ 

Offenses per 10K

2017 6,814 802 442 56.73% 1176.99 177.58 352.22

2018 6,814 755 423 58.15% 1108.01 179.04 249.49

2019 6,376 801 511 65.67% 1256.27 225.85 280.74

2020 6,279 811 395 56.84% 1291.61 227.74 372.67

2021 6,279 512 397 79.30% 815.42 160.85 178.37

SIDNEY POLICE DEPARTMENT ‐ NIBRS DATA
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2019 2020 2021 2022 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total Use of Force Incidents 50 65 72 50 Suspect Armed
Yes 6 13 10 5

Officer Force Used No 44 50 61 45

Baton 1 0 0 0 Unknown 0 2 1 0

Blunt Instrument/Flashlight 0 0 0 0 Pending further investigation

Canine 0 0 0 2

Chemical Agent / OC Spray 0 0 0 0 Impairment
Taser 6 8 3 5 Alcohol 26 26 32 19

Explosive Device 0 0 0 0 Drug 7 5 11 9

Firearm 14 29 30 13 Mental Health 3 9 5 9

Hands‐Fists‐ Feet 34 33 43 36 Pending further investigation 0 0 2 0

Impact Projectile 0 0 0 0 Unknown 2 13 13 3

Other 4 2 0 1 None 16 17 20 15

Pending further investigation 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 1 1 0 Injuries
Death 0 0 0 0

Threat Directed At… Gunshot Wound 0 0 0 0

Another party 3 7 6 2 None 46 62 70 47

Both the officer and others 4 2 8 2 Pending further investigation 0 0 1 0

Officer 31 36 35 36 Serious Injury 0 0 0 0

Pending further investigation 0 0 0 0 Unconciousness 0 0 0 0

Unknown 12 20 23 10 Unknown 2 3 1 3

SIDNEY POLICE DEPARTMENT ‐ USE OF FORCE



2019 2020 2021 2022
RESISTANCE BY SUBJECT
Attempt to escape/flee custody 5 8 17 12

Barricading Self 3 4 3 3

Directing a vehicle at an officer or another 1 0 0 0

Displaying a weapon at an officer or 

another 0 4 1 1

Failing to comply to verbal commands or 

other types of passive resistance 39 40 48 39

Intentionally spitting or bleeding on an 

officer 1 1 1 0

Making verbal threats 8 4 2 0

None 8 12 0 8

Pending further investigation 0 0 0 0

Resisted being handcuffed or arrested 21 26 27 26

Throwing an article or object at an officer 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 0 0 0

Using a firearm against an officer or 

another 0 0 0 0

Using another weapon against an officer 

or another 0 1 1 0

Using hands, fists, feet against an officer 

or another 3 5 7 9

SIDNEY POLICE DEPARTMENT ‐ USE OF FORCE



AGENCY

2020 

Population 

Served

2021 

Population 

Served

2020 

Offenses 

Reported

2021 

Offenses 

Reported

2020 Total 

Offenses 

per 10K

2021 Total 

Offenses 

per 10K

2020              

# Sworn 

Officers

2021              

# Sworn 

Officers

2020 

Officers Per 

1000 pop.

2021 

Officers per 

1000 pop.

2020 

Offenses / 

Officer

2021 

Offenses / 

Officer

1 Sidney Police Department 6,279 6,279 811 632 1291.61 1006.53 10 10 1.59 1.59 81 63

2 Richland County Sheriff Office 3,810 3,810 156 81 409.45 212.60 10 10 2.62 2.62 16 8

3 Williston Police Department 31,046 31,680 4,331 3,545 1395.03 1119.00 87 87 2.80 2.75 50 41

4 Dickinson Police Department 23,801 24,179 2,549 2,308 1070.96 954.55 43 43 1.81 1.78 59 54

5 McKenzie County Sheriff Office 7,055 7,323 655 668 928.42 912.19 37 37 5.24 5.05 18 18

6 Watford City Police Department 9,309 9,301 664 601 713.29 646.17 27 27 2.90 2.90 25 22

7 Great Falls Police Department 58,345 58,345 8,647 8,360 1482.05 1432.86 87 87 1.49 1.49 99 96

8 Billings Police Department 110,157 110,157 13,571 14,323 1231.97 1300.24 156 154 1.42 1.40 87 93

9 Helena Police Department 33,629 33,629 4,063 3,623 1208.18 1077.34 47 47 1.40 1.40 86 77

10 Missoula Police Department  76,468 76,468 8,645 7,864 1130.54 1028.40 116 113 1.52 1.48 75 70

11 Kalispell Police Department 25,125 25,125 2,266 2,311 901.89 919.80 41 40 1.63 1.59 55 58

12 Butte‐Silver Bow Law Enforcement Dept. 35,068 35,068 3,327 3,589 948.73 1023.44 51 48 1.45 1.37 65 75

13 Bozeman Police Department 51,460 51,460 3,025 2,875 587.84 558.69 60 64 1.17 1.24 50 45
14 Devil's Lake Police Department 7,339 7,237 1,103 1,197 1502.93 1654.00 21 21 2.86 2.90 53 57

15 Fargo Police Department 126,927 127,313 13,494 16,169 1063.13 1270.02 185 185 1.46 1.45 73 87

16 Bismarck Police Department 74,997 75,396 9,128 9,271 1217.12 1229.64 133 133 1.77 1.76 69 70

17 Mandan Police Department 23,221 23,292 2,647 2,688 1139.92 1154.04 44 44 1.89 1.89 60 61

18 Grand Forks Police Department 56,163 56,253 4,519 5,047 804.62 897.20 92 92 1.64 1.64 49 55

19 Valley City Police Department 6,288 6,268 534 542 849.24 864.71 12 12 1.91 1.91 45 45

20 West Fargo Police Department 38,561 39,704 2,531 2,286 656.36 575.76 65 65 1.69 1.64 39 35

21 Minot Police Department 48,108 48,086 2,944 2,532 611.96 526.56 81 81 1.68 1.68 36 31

22 Wolf Point Police Department 2,744 2,744 464 434 1690.96 1581.63 6 6 2.19 2.19 77 72

23 Polson Police Department 5,115 5,115 772 913 1509.29 1784.95 15 14 2.93 2.74 51 65

24 Havre Police Department 9,820 9,820 1,639 1,502 1669.04 1529.53 20 17 2.04 1.73 82 88

25 Laurel Police Department 6,732 6,732 520 621 772.43 922.46 14 13 2.08 1.93 37 48

26 Hamilton Police Department 4,970 4,970 495 325 995.98 653.92 14 14 2.82 2.82 35 23

27 Columbia Falls Police Department 6,023 6,023 399 515 662.46 855.06 10 10 1.66 1.66 40 52

28 Anaconda‐Deer Lodge Law Enforcement Agency 9,144 9,144 710 688 776.47 752.41 21 19 2.30 2.08 34 36

29 Glasgow Police Department 3,326 3,326 215 258 619.36 775.71 6 7 1.80 2.10 36 37

30 Whitefish Police Department 8,523 8,523 518 575 607.77 674.65 17 15 1.99 1.76 30 38

31 Belgrade Police Department 9,762 9,762 692 674 681.21 690.43 19 17 1.95 1.74 36 40

32 Livingston Police Department 7,892 7,892 576 341 729.85 432.08 14 16 1.77 2.03 41 21

33 Miles City Police Department 8,250 8,250 376 341 455.76 413.33 16 17 1.94 2.06 24 20

34 Glendive Police Department 4,908 4,908 233 417 456.40 849.63 10 6 2.04 1.22 23 70

35 Baker Police Department  1,907 1,907 20 40 104.88 209.75 4 4 2.10 2.10 5 10

36 Lewistown Police Department 5,772 5,772 278 332 481.64 575.19 13 13 2.25 2.25 21 26


