


Dear Planning Commission, 
  
As someone relatively new to the community, who has struggled to find an apartment or purchase a 
property in the years I have been here, I am requesting permission from you to build on the lots located 
at the SW corner of 8th & Huron. I have fallen in love with the area, but long to create a home of my own 
and possibly for others while improving a vacant lot, in the heart of the city.  The idea of being able to 
walk to all my favorite restaurants, the farmers market and shops is the life I hope to build at this corner 
in Sheboygan. 
  
This infill project will be an attractive enhancement to the neighborhood, provide housing not only for 
myself, but others as well. Additionally, it will improve a brownfield by permanently capping the area of 
contamination with a driveway and properly venting the proposed structures as recommended via the 
DNR Closure Report.  
  
Parking for each building is not limited to the garages. Additional parking for the south parcel is located 
in the most SW section of the lot, measuring 48’ x 10’, with access at the alley. The north parcel has 
additional parking east of the garage, in the capped contamination zone. Meaning that the additional 
people and their vehicles at the residences will not be an increased burden to the limited street parking.  
  
Each building will be less than 50% of the available square footage, but neither lot will meet the 
required 6000sf lot size.   
 
My variance requests are outlined below: 
 

• To allow my buildings to fall in line with the adjacent homes on Huron to the West and South on 
8th Street, which do not adhere to the modern setbacks due to the historical nature of the 
neighborhood. This will allow us to make best use of the space while avoiding the area of 
concern regarding contamination.  

• Approve the South Parcel as 4080sf 
o Request a setback of the South Parcel at 10’ on 8th Street 
o Propose a 46’ wide lot rather than 60’ 
o Propose a rear setback of 7’ rather than 25’ 

▪ As this is not the corner parcel, is a 25’ setback the required length? 

• Approve the North Parcel as 5440sf 
o Request a setback of the North Parcel at 10’ from Huron Street 
o Propose a 56’ wide corner lot rather than 70’ 
o Propose a rear setback of 7’ rather than 25’ 

• Move the property line of the South Parcel to the North by 12’. This is noted in red on 
attachment: Ottum Lot Plan 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Sincerely, 
Kara Ottum 
 







 

Inspiration for Residence A 

 

 

 

 

Inspiration for Residence B 

 



                                                            

Globe Blue Spruce Shrub 



 

Espalier Tree 



 

 

                                         

Golden Full Moon Maple 



                                    

 

Japanese Maple 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


