CITY OF SHEBOYGAN

REQUEST FOR ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS CONSIDERATION

ITEM DESCRIPTION:
Address: 2412 N 6TH ST
Parcel #: 003740
Owner’s Name: JULIA E DUMEZ

Zoning: NR-6

REPORT PREPARED BY: Ellise Rose, Associate Planner

REPORT DATE:  05/29/2024 MEETING DATE: 06/19/2024

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS
Owner would like to pave and expand a legally nonconforming driveway.

Ordinance #: Sec 105-234(b)(3)i -- Minimum paved surface setback: Three feet from a side or
rear property line, except that an existing paved area nearer than three feet from a side lot line
may be replaced, provided that it is not nearer than the existing location and surface water
from the paved area is directed away from the side property line.

Requesting: 1.5 foot setback
Allowed: 3 foot setback

Ordinance #: Sec 105-927(c)(2)(b)(3)(i) -- All residential access drives shall have a minimum
width of ten feet for one- and two-family dwellings, 18 feet for multifamily uses, and a
maximum width of 25 feet. All nonresidential access drives shall have a minimum width of 24
feet for land uses generating less than 750 vehicles per day, 30 feet for land uses generating
750 or more vehicles per day, and a maximum width of 40 feet. These widths may be
increased with permission of the plan commission. Access drives may be flared between the
right-of-way line and the roadway up to a maximum of five additional feet for a residential use
and 25 feet for a nonresidential use.

Requesting: 8.5 feet wide
Allowed: 10 feet wide

ATTACHMENTS:
Application, pictures, and drawing
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Variance Request:

To: Zoning Board

From: Julia DuMez

Date: May 6,2024

Subject: Variance Request for 2412 North 6 Street Sheboygan Wisconsin 53083
Dear Zoning Board,

| am writing to request a variance for my property located at 2412 North 6 street Sheboygan.
The specific request pertains to the extension of the driveway by one and a half feet to the west.
This variance is necessary due to the unique circumstances and hardships created by the
application of the Zoning Ordinance to my property.

Hardship Created by Zoning Ordinance:

The application of the Zoning Ordinance to my property has created several hardships. Firstly,
while the ordinance mandates a minimum distance of three feet from the property line, my
driveway is exactly three feet from the property line as required. However, the minimum width
requirement of ten feet cannot be met as my driveway currently measures only seven feet. Any
attempt to extend the driveway in the opposite direction is impeded by the presence of a gas
line, rendering compliance with the ordinance unfeasible.

In addition, the current configuration of the driveway poses practical challenges. Due to its
narrow width, one cannot exit the car on the side adjacent to the house without risking collision
with the house's structure when opening the doors. This limitation forces occupants to either exit
the vehicle on the opposite side, which may not always be convenient or safe, or to park
partially off the driveway, resulting in vehicles sinking into a muddy area or creating a makeshift
parking spot. This further exacerbates the hardship created by the zoning ordinance's strict
requirements, as it compromises both safety and the integrity of the property.

Reasonable Use of the Property Denied:

The zoning regulations effectively deny the reasonable use of my property. Despite various
attempts to comply with the ordinance, including alternative plans such as gravel on the side,
grates, and constant filling with dirt, none have proven successful. The persistent issue of a mud
pit forming has become a significant safety hazard, particularly for the children and parents who
utilize the driveway for drop-offs at my daycare. This situation not only poses a risk of accidents
but also undermines the functionality and safety of the property.

Unique Physical Characteristics of the Property:
The unique physical characteristic of my property, namely the proximity of the gas line and the
limitation on available space due to the three-foot setback requirement, prevents compliance



with the Zoning Ordinance. Any attempt to extend the driveway in the opposite direction would
infringe upon the setback requirement, thereby restricting feasible development options.

Harm to Public Interest:

Granting the variance would not harm the public interest in any way; rather, it would enhance
public safety. The current condition of the driveway, with its unstable and muddy surface, poses
a clear risk to the safety of individuals accessing the property, including children, parents, and
visitors. By extending the driveway to alleviate the mud pit issue, the variance would contribute
to increased public safety and mitigate the potential for accidents or injuries.

In conclusion, | respectfully request that the Zoning Board grant the variance to allow for the
extension of my driveway by one and a half feet to the west. This variance is necessary to
address the hardships created by the Zoning Ordinance, facilitate reasonable use of the
property, accommodate its unique physical characteristics, and enhance public safety.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | am available to provide any further information or
clarification required.

Sincerely,
Julia DuMez
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