
CITY OF SHEBOYGAN

MAYOR'S INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Thursday, August 15, 2024 

Persons with disabilities who need accommodations to attend this meeting should contact the Mayor's 
Office, (920) 459-3317. Persons other than commission, committee, and board members who wish to 
participate remotely shall provide notice to the Mayor's Office at 920-459-3317 at least 24 hours before 
the meeting so that the person may be provided a remote link for that purpose. 

OPENING OF MEETING 

1. Call to Order

Chairperson Alexandria King-Close called the meeting to order at 5:16 PM in Conference Room
106 at City Hall (828 Center Avenue, Sheboygan).

Members Present: Chairperson Alexandria King-Close, Tomomi Kanemaru, Nicole Brown,
Brittany Wagner, Sarah Engel-Streicher, Minami Beaudry, Lisa Salgado, Mayor Ryan Sorensen,
and Veronica Valdez

2. Pledge of Allegiance

MINUTES 

3. Approval of July 11th, 2024, minutes.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

4. Correspondence

Marc Zimer met with Annie, Peter & Lisa at Paradigm 8-8-24 to discuss the possibility of
Clervaux, Luxembourg becoming a Sister City. See attachments. 

Masako, a chaperone in the Tsubame delegation, sent photos of a Sheboygan display at their 
city hall. Lisa shared the pictures with the MIC group via WhatsApp. 

Coffee Talks with Esslingen, Germany. Alex is the lead. Give Annie contacts to connect 
people in similar work positions. 

Masako, a chaperone in the Tsubame delegation, sent photos of a Sheboygan display at their 
city hall. Lisa shared the pictures with the MIC group via WhatsApp. 

5. Esslingen

Coffee Talks with Esslingen, Germany. Alex is the lead. Give Annie contacts to connect 
people in similar work positions. 

Please review HWY 42 Sign 
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6. Esslingen Fest 
 

Esslingen Fest date changed to October 5th 11am-6pm at Three Sheeps, combined with 
their Octoberfest. 
 
Sheboygan will have trollies from Blue Harbor to other businesses with Octoberfest 
events being held that day.  
 
We need everyone’s help in locating a Polka Band for the event, as the one we 
usually get already had booked an engagement for that day. 
 

7. Journey to Japan 
 

  A Journey to Japan Sept 21st 11-4pm (Rain date 22nd) at Christopher Gardens- We 
need all MIC members to sign-up as volunteers on SignUpGenius.(1.5 hour shifts. 
All volunteers get a thank you bag & volunteers get lunch). Nicole Brown sent out an 
email with the link. Tickets are now live on Eventbrite by Googling the event’s name. 
Thank you Sarah! 

 
  Alex will be taking pictures at the event. 
 
  We got approval to order the Commemorative Booklets from GT Graphics, lunch for 

volunteers and gas cards for the Kendo club performing.  
 
  Tomomi is working with Masako to obtain some items made in Tsubame for raffle 

items. 
 
  Deb is working on exhibit regarding the Sister School exchange. 
 
  Veronica purchased a small amount of items still needed.  
 
  Garden Walk Through 8-28-24 3pm at Christopher Gardens. Park in the field. Meet at 

entrance. 
 
  A Journey to Japan DAY EVENTS: 
  Arrive 11am left of parking field on Garton Rd (the house on the left, just before Jay's 

house at the end) 
 
  Set-up 11am  
  12 Lunch at Greenhouse / Conservatory & runners to other locations 
  Event starts 1pm (people might come early plan to be ready by 12:30) 
  1:30 Mayor & Gary St. Clair Speeches at Greenhouse / Conservatory 
  1:40 Dance explanation & 3 min dance at Greenhouse / Conservatory 
  2 pm Kendo amphitheater field 
  2:30 Kyudo archery  
  3pm Kendo amphitheater field 
  3:30 Dance explanation & 3 min dance at Greenhouse / Conservatory 
  3:30 Kyudo archery 
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4pm Event ends 
Clean up by 5pm 

8. Refugee Resettlement Support

Annie met with LOVE INC., which is a religious based organization. At this time individuals
can contact them for a personal commitment to help refugees in Sheboygan. You do have to 
take a training course and make a religious commitment in order to participate.  

Tomomi is involved with 2 families from Columbia who would need rides to doctors 
appointments on weekdays and other help. Please contact her if you are interested in 
helping. 

9. Next Meeting – September 5, 2024

10. Adjourn

Adjourn at 6:34 PM.

In compliance with Wisconsin's Open Meetings Law, this agenda was posted in the following
locations more than 24 hours prior to the time of the meeting:

City Hall • Mead Public Library 
Sheboygan County Administration Building • City's website 
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History of Clervaux
•

Lo
cated

 in the far no
rthern p

art o
f Luxem

b
o

urg
,

C
lervaux’s

o
rig

ins d
ate b

ack to
 the 900’s and

 is lo
cated

in the canto
n o

f the sam
e nam

e, C
lervaux.

•
The city has a river that runs thro

ug
h it, w

ith g
reat hiking

trails. They have a fo
cus o

n to
urism

, d
ue to

 the natural

b
eauty and

 rustic charm
. The streets are w

ind
ing

, as it is

b
uilt o

n a hill.

•
Yo

u can arrive b
y train fro

m
 Luxem

b
o

urg
 C

ity in 1 ho
ur.

•
Since 2020, all p

ub
lic transp

o
rt in Luxem

b
o

urg
,

i nclud
ing

 b
uses, tram

s and
 trains, is free o

f charg
e.



•
C

lervaux
w

as fo
und

ed
 b

y d
escend

ants o
f French

ro
yalty, fro

m
 the H

o
use o

f O
rang

e, o
f So

uthern

France.

•
C

lervaux
C

astle w
as b

uilt in the 12
th

century. A
t

the b
eg

inning
 o

f the 15th century, und
er the

reig
n o

f the G
erm

an H
o

use o
f B

rand
enb

urg
,

C
lervaux

castle w
as g

reatly extend
ed

.



Fro
m

 1927 to
 1930, the castle b

ecam
e p

rivate p
ro

p
erty 

and
 w

as turned
 into

 a ho
tel. 

A
fter years o

f G
erm

an o
ccup

atio
n d

uring
 W

W
II, the 

Luxem
b

o
urg

ish p
eo

p
le tho

ug
ht the w

ar had
 end

ed
 w

ith 

the lib
eratio

n b
y A

m
erican Fo

rces in Sep
tem

b
er 1944. 

H
o

w
ever, o

n D
ecem

b
er 16-18, 1944, the G

erm
ans 

attem
p

ted
 a last d

esp
erate attack w

ith the B
attle o

f 

C
lervaux, w

hich w
as p

art o
f the B

attle o
f the B

ulg
e. The 

castle and
 the city w

ere d
estro

yed
. Sub

seq
uently the 

Luxem
b

o
urg

 State acq
uired

 the ruins and
 und

erto
o

k a 

m
ajo

r resto
ratio

n.

It is no
w

 a m
useum

 fo
r the B

attle o
f the B

ulg
e, exhib

iting
 

w
eap

o
ns and

 so
uvenirs o

f the w
ar. A

n A
m

erican 

Sherm
an B

-2 tank stand
s o

ut fro
nt.

BATTLE OF THE BULGE



Dioram
a

•
D

uring
 the B

attle o
f C

lervaux, the castle had
 b

een the

m
essag

e center fo
r A

m
ericans. The d

ung
eo

n b
eneath,

held
 18 G

erm
an Priso

ners o
f W

ar and
 75 civilians,

m
o

stly eld
erly m

en, w
o

m
en and

 child
ren w

ho
 fled

 the

artillery raining
 d

o
w

n o
n the to

w
n. O

n C
hristm

as Eve

2004, C
laud

e Jo
achim

 b
eg

an co
nstructing

 a d
io

ram
a

o
f the to

w
n, w

hich is no
w

 held
 in the castle. There is

also
 an exhib

itio
n o

f m
o

d
els o

f Luxem
b

o
urg

's castles.

•
http

://w
w

w
.d

io
ram

a-clervaux.co
m

/ind
exsherm

an.htm
l

http://www.diorama-clervaux.com/indexsherman.html


Captain John Aiken, 28th Infantry D
ivisio

n
A

rm
y N

atio
nal G

uard
 fro

m
 Pennsylvania 

•
The G

erm
an’s g

o
al w

as to
 sep

arate the A
m

erican fo
rces fro

m
 the B

ritish

and
  C

anad
ian fo

rces and
 take A

ntw
erp

. Tw
o

 U
S infantry reg

im
ents and

sup
p

o
rting

 sm
aller units w

ere in the reg
io

n. D
ue to

 an interrup
ted

 ca ll

b
etw

een tw
o

 M
ajo

rs and
 a w

ritten o
rd

er sent in the m
o

rning
, b

ut no
t

received
 until later in the d

ay, there w
as m

isco
m

m
unicatio

n. They w
ere  to

retreat d
ue to

 o
nco

m
ing

 G
erm

ans, b
ut they tho

ug
ht they w

ere to
 stay.

A
fter fig

hting
 w

ith tanks and
 street co

m
b

at, the A
m

erican d
efend

ers

alo
ng

 w
ith C

lervaux citizens w
ere held

 up
 in the C

lervaux C
astle. W

ith the

castle o
n fire, surro

und
ed

 b
y G

erm
ans, and

 tro
o

p
s o

ut o
f am

m
unitio

n,

C
ap

tain Jo
hn A

iken m
ad

e the d
ecisio

n to
 surrend

er, to
 save the lives  o

f

tho
se insid

e. H
e b

ecam
e a G

erm
an Priso

ner o
f W

ar and
 survived

. A
iken

w
as called

 into
 active d

uty ag
ain in 1950, fo

r the K
o

rean W
ar. A

t the end

o
f his career, he b

ecam
e a full C

o
lo

nel, in the Pennsylvania's A
rm

y

N
atio

nal G
uard

. H
e retired

 in 1970 and
 d

ied
 in 2003, at the ag

e o
f 98!



The m
em

o
rial m

o
num

ent fo
r the G

I's w
ho

 fo
ug

ht the B
attle o

f C
lervaux.

U
nfo

rtunately, this b
attle end

ed
 in a to

tal d
isaster fo

r the A
m

ericans, w
ho

 lo
st nearly 60 tanks, w

hile the d
am

ag
e o

n the 
G

erm
an sid

e w
as a lo

t less, w
ith a lo

ss o
f o

nly 4 tanks.N
o

tice the A
m

erican flag
. It w

as also
 kno

w
n as the “Luxem

b
o

urg
 

A
lam

o
” fo

ug
ht b

y the 28th Infantry D
ivisio

n A
rm

y N
atio

nal G
uard

 fro
m

 Pennsylvania &
 106th Infantry A

rm
y D

ivisio
n fro

m
 

Puerto
 R

ico
. 

https://m
ilitary-history.fandom

.com
/w

iki/Battle_of_Clervaux

https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Battle_of_Clervaux


The Fam
ily of Man Photo Exhibit

•
This p

ho
to

 exhib
it b

y Ed
w

ard
 Steichen co

nsists o
f 503

p
ho

to
s b

y 273 p
ho

to
g

rap
hers fro

m
 68 co

untries, w
ith 37

them
es. It to

ured
 the w

o
rld

 several tim
es and

 d
rew

 m
o

re

than 9 m
illio

n visito
rs in the 1950’s and

 1960’s. A
fter

extensive resto
ratio

n in Paris, the A
m

erican g
o

vernm
ent

p
resented

 it as a g
ift to

 Luxem
b

o
urg

 w
here Ed

w
ard

 w
as

b
o

rn. The exhib
itio

n o
p

ened
 in the C

lervaux C
astle in

1994. The layo
ut o

f the inaug
ural exhib

itio
n at M

o
M

A
 in

N
Y, is fo

llo
w

ed
 in o

rd
er to

 recreate the o
rig

inal view
ing

exp
erience, tho

ug
h necessarily ad

ap
ted

 to
 the uniq

ue

sp
ace o

f tw
o

 flo
o

rs o
f the resto

red
 C

astle.It w
as nam

ed
 a

U
N

ESC
O

 M
em

o
ry o

f the W
o

rld
 heritag

e since 2003.



Clervaux Abbey

•
The Benedictine Abbey of Saint M

auritius, tow
ers

m
ajestically high above the tow

n and is seen from

everyw
here in the surrounding area. It w

as built in 1909-

1910 and founded by the Benedictine m
onks from

 the

French abbey of St-M
aur de Glanfeuil. Every first M

onday

of the m
onth, the m

onks of the abbey open their doors

for a guided visit to the church and the crypt. The visit

starts just after the daily m
ass at 10 am

, during w
hich

you w
ill have the opportunity to listen to the

m
agnificent Gregorian chants sung by the m

onks.



The trad
itio

nal cuisine o
f  

Luxem
b

o
urg

includ
es Staerzelen 

(b
aco

n-to
p

p
ed

 b
uckw

heat d
um

p
ling

s) 
and

 B
o

uneschlup
p

 (g
reen b

ean stew
 

w
ith sm

o
ked

 sausag
e.) C

lervaux has 
French-insp

ired
 restaurants, p

izzerias 
and

 b
akeries. A

lso
 enjo

y, p
ino

t no
ir 

fro
m

 the Luxem
b

o
urg

 M
o

selle, as w
ell 

as lo
cal Éislek-m

ad
e b

eers b
y B

rasserie 
Sim

o
n. 



Tourism
, Nature & Gastronom

y

•
C

lervaux is co
m

m
itted

 to
 p

reserving
 its frag

ile eco
system

 w
ith

co
nservatio

n initiatives, resto
ring

 d
eg

rad
ed

 eco
system

s and
 raising

p
ub

lic aw
areness. It is ho

m
e to

 rare p
lant sp

ecies such as the w
ild

o
rchid

 and
 m

artag
o

n lily. The p
ro

tected
 reserve is ho

m
e to

 b
eech

trees, flo
w

er-filled
 m

ead
o

w
s, d

eer, fo
x, so

ng
b

ird
s and

 rare b
ird

sp
ecies, such as the b

lack kite and
 b

lack sto
rk.

•
Since 2019, they no

w
 o

ffer hiking
 w

ith g
astro

no
m

y to
urs. A

 nature

g
uid

e o
ffers a m

o
rning

 hike alo
ng

 the lead
ing

 hiking
 trails in the

reg
io

n, fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y a 3-co

urse m
eal fo

r lunch, sho
w

casing
 reg

io
nal

recip
es and

 p
ro

d
ucts.

•
C

am
p

ing
 alo

ng
 the R

iver C
lerve is very p

o
p

ular fo
r to

urists.
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