


New names Bucks Balancing Rock and Mammoth Arch

Proposal Information

Proposal type
Proponent

Date proposed

BGN case number
Quarterly Review List
USGS primary topo map
State(s)

County(s)

PLSS

Land ownership

BGN decisions
None

Other Names

make official names in local use

Randy Cowdin; Washington, UT

1/8/2025

6450, 6451

459

House Park Butte 1:24,000

Utah

San Juan County

Sec 61, T32S, R19E, Salt Lake Base and Meridian
Bureau of Land Management land / Bears Ears National
Monument

Unpublished names: None found

Published names: None found

The names Mammoth Arch and Bucks Balancing Rock are proposed for an arch and a pillar,

respectively, located in San Juan County along Beef Basin Road. The features are on Bureau of
Land Management land within Bears Ears National Monument. The formations are situated
approximately 200 to 400 feet apart, with Mammoth Arch lying furthest to the northeast and
closest to the road. According to the proponent, both names have been in local use for over

fifty years.

Feature Details

Bucks Balancing Rock

Primary coordinates
Feature class
Feature size
Feature description

Name history

Case Summary

37.9720288, -109.8310089

pillar

100 ft. high

0.1 mi. SW of Bucks Balancing Rock (g.v.), 1.7 mi. NE of
House Park Butte

local name that may refer to buck deer that frequent the
area



This proposal is to make official the local name Bucks Balancing Rock for an approximately 100-
foot-tall pillar approximately 0.1 miles southwest of Mammoth Arch (g.v.). The proponent
states:
... These names have been passed down to our exploration group for over 50 years.
The origin [of the name] is unknown. It is rumored to be where buck deer were
historically found.

The [rock] is a large balancing feature delicately standing as a lone sentinel in the
sandstone hilly area. It rivals the famous Balancing Rock in Arches National Monument
near Moab, Utah. It will readily become a famous off-road photo shoot destination
along with the “Mammoth Arch” nearby.

The significance and a relatively unknown feature in addition to nearby Ruin Park will
provide the public additional opportunities that they did not know existed. It does not
have any special historical importance that | am aware of.

The feature is very bit as impressive as some of the balancing rock features in Arches
National Park, near Moab, Utah. The public would appreciate knowing of its existence
and beauty so they can visit before it deteriorates, or disappears like some of the fallen
balancing rocks. (In early February, 1976, there were days when no one drove through
the park. So we aren’t sure when “Chip Off The Old Block” collapsed.)

Mammoth Arch

Feature Details

Primary coordinates 37.9727435, -109.8296075

Feature class arch

Feature size ~140 ft. high

Feature description 0.1 mi. NE of Bucks Balancing Rock (g.v.), 1.7 mi. NE of
House Park Butte

Name history local descriptive name referencing the shape of the arch

Case Summary
This proposal is to make official the local name Mammoth Arch for an approximately 140-foot-
tall arch adjacent to Beef Basin Road, approximately 0.1 miles northeast of Bucks Balancing
Rock (g.v.). The proponent states:

... These names have been passed down to our exploration group for over 50 years.
The origin is unknown.

The appearance. . . resembles a stout “Mammoth”, rather than an “Elephant”, (Which
name “Elephant Arch”, has already in use in Washington County, Utah)



The name is appropriate with the appearance as you can see from the photos, is a large
arch feature standing as a lone sentinel in the sandstone hilly area. It rivals the famous
arches in Arches National Monument near Moab, Utah. It will readily become a famous
off-road photo shoot destination along with the “Bucks Balancing Rock” formation
nearby.

The significance and a relatively unknown feature in addition to nearby Ruin Park will
provide the public additional opportunities that they did not know existed. It does not
have any special historical importance that | am aware of.

The feature is every bit as impressive as some of the arches in Arches National Park, and
Elephant Arch in Washington County, Utah. The public would appreciate knowing of its
existence and beauty so they can visit before it deteriorates, or disappears like some of
the fallen arches, (“Wall Arch” in 2008, Devils Garden, Utah).

Stakeholder Input

Local government San Juan County Board of
Commissioners

State Names Authority Utah Committee on
Geographic Names

Federal Agency Bureau of Land Management

Federally Recognized Tribes All federally recognized
Tribes contacted under Policy
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