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March 10, 2026

The Honorable Congressman Mike Kennedy, M.D.
1626 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4402

Dear Congressman Kennedy,

The Board of San Juan County Commissioners express our strong support for the Town of Bluff’s application
for Community Project Funding to refurbish the historic “Old Bluff Elementary School”. This important project
represents a transformative opportunity to the Town of Bluff, offering critical infrastructure and services that
will drive long-term economic growth and strengthen overall community well-being.

The refurbished building will house a daycare center, a business incubator resource hub, office rental space for
local businesses and nonprofits, a public art gallery showcasing regional artists, and

community-accessible conference space. These additions are not only necessary but vital to sustaining and
expanding Bluff’s local economy.

Currently, Bluff lacks adequate childcare services, especially for working parents with young children. The new
daycare facility will address this gap by offering extended care hours, enabling more parents to participate in the
workforce and helping local employers fill persistent staffing shortages.

The proposed business incubator will provide essential resources, including high-speed internet, printing
services, and professional workspace, to support local entrepreneurs and small business owners. This center will
reduce barriers to entry for start-ups and remote workers, fostering a culture of innovation and economic
independence in our rural region.

Additionally, the project includes the development of three new office rental spaces, offering affordable,
functional environments for small businesses and nonprofits. These rental units will help generate sustainable
income to offset operational costs, while supporting the growth of community-serving organizations.

The inclusion of a public art gallery is another exciting feature of the project. It will offer local artists valuable
exposure and a platform to share and sell their work, contributing to Bluff’s cultural vibrancy and attracting
tourism to the area.

Together, these initiatives will create jobs, support local businesses, provide essential services, and lay the
foundation for a thriving, resilient community.
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Along with the Board of San Juan County Commissioners, we urge your full support for this grant request,
which will directly impact the lives of Bluff’s residents and ensure a stronger future for this area of the County.
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