
• Majority of climate sites recorded below normal 
precipitation for September.

• Mostly dry and occasionally breezy conditions are 
expected for at least the next week as high pressure 
remains to the west and a large trough sits to the east.

Drought Message of the Day:
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Update for the week of October 8-14, 2020

Extreme to Exceptional Drought Persists Across the Area

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



• Expansion of exceptional (D4) drought across portions of 
northwest, west-central, and southwest Colorado.

• Expansion of exceptional (D4) drought across portions of 
northeast and east-central Utah.

Important Changes since Last Week: 
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One-week Change in Drought Status

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Total Precipitation Percent of Normal

Maps courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center
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Weekly Precipitation

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Soil Moisture Difference from Normal

Soil Moisture Change
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Soil Moisture Status from CPC

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Average Temperature Difference from Normal

Maps courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center
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Weekly Temperatures

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



• Impacts include low soil moisture, lower stream 

flows, and drying vegetation. Wildfire starts are 

more prevalent with above normal fire potential 

forecast for October across eastern Utah and 

western Colorado.
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Summary of Impacts and Fire Danger

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



13 October 2020 to 20 October 2020
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WPC 7-day Precipitation Forecast

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Temperature

Precipitation
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CPC Week 2 Outlooks for 20-26 October 2020

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO
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CPC Week 3-4 Outlooks for 24 Oct – 6 Nov, 2020

Precipitation

Temperature

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Drought Briefing 10/13/2020 

12:54 PM

CPC Monthly Outlooks for October 2020

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO
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CPC Seasonal Outlook for Oct, Nov, Dec

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO



Please monitor our web page for updates: http://www.weather.gov/gjt

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest information:  

@NWSGJT NWSGrandJunction

Partners 

National Drought Mitigation Center - https://drought.unl.edu/

National Integrated Drought Information System - https://www.drought.gov/drought/

USDA Climate Hubs - https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/

US Forest Service - https://www.wfas.net/

US Geological Survey - https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/

Midwestern Regional Climate Center - https://mrcc.illinois.edu/

High Plains Regional Climate Center - https://hprcc.unl.edu/

• Extreme (D3) drought continues across the majority of eastern Utah 
and western Colorado.

• The drought has worsened to the Exceptional (D4) category over 
some portions of the region, favoring west-central Colorado.

• A cold front moved through the area on Sunday which brought light 
rain to the valleys and some snow to the northern mountains.

• Generally dry and breezy conditions will prevail this week, increasing 
fire weather concerns.

• Eastern Utah and western Colorado will remain sandwiched 
between high pressure to the west and a trough to the east, though 
the ridge could break down mid to late next week.
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Summary

Central RegionGrand Junction, CO
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