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OWNER OF RECORD: The individual named on a deed that has been recorded at the San Juan 
County Recorder’s Office. 

(1))    Parking Lot. PARKING LOT: An open area, other than a street, used for parking of more 
than four (4) automobiles and available for public use, whether free, for compensation, or as an 
accommodation for clients or customers. 
 
(1))    Parking Space. PARKING SPACE:  Space within a building, lot or parking lot for the parking 
or storage of one (1) automobile vehicle. 
PERFORMANCE BOND: A form of collateral, issued by a bonding company, which guarantees a 
specified amount of money to be paid in the event of failure to perform by a subdivider, or 
other person. 
 
PERIMETER BOUNDARY: A line around any piece of property such as a parcel, lot, block or 
subdivision which encloses and separates that piece from adjacent pieces. 
(1))    Planned Unit Development (PUD). An integrated design for development of residential, 
commercial or industrial uses, or limited combinations of such uses, in which the density and 
location regulations of the district in which the development is situated may be varied or waived 
to allow flexibility and initiative in site and building design and location, in accordance with an 
approved plan and imposed requirements. 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR: The San Juan County official appointed by the San Juan County 
Commission as the San Juan County Planning Administrator, whose duties include overseeing 
and managing the San Juan County Planning & Building Department, acting as the land use 
authority for subdivisions, and the implementation, administration and enforcement of the 
planning and zoning portions of this Title. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: Is a seven (7) member board appointed by the Board of San Juan 
County Commissioners. The Planning Commission serves the community by hearing and 
making a variety of decisions on San Juan County planning and zoning issues that impact the 
County and its residents. For the purposes of this ordinance, the Planning Commission may be 
the land use authority. 
 
 
(1))    Plat. A map or other graphical representation of lands being laid out and prepared in 
accordance with State law. 
PLAT, FINAL: Map or chart of a subdivision, PUD, condominium, or other proposed development 
that has been accurately sited or surveyed and located on the ground so that streets, alleys, blocks, 
lots, and other divisions thereof can be identified - to be recorded with the County Recorder upon 
approval by the Board of San Juan County Commissioners. 
 
PLAT, PRELIMINARY: The map or maps of a proposed subdivision, and specified supporting 
materials prepared in sufficient detail to permit the evaluation of the subdivision prior to final 
engineering design and survey. 

 
PRIVATE CAMP / RESORT: Land used for recreational purposes such as ATV/off-road vehicle, 
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rock climbing, mountain biking, racing, river raft base camp, swimming, hunting, event venues, 
or similarly supported commercial recreational uses along with their associated structures 
and/or complexes. 
 
PRIVATE PARK: An area of land intended for outdoor enjoyment by the general public subject 
to the legal restrictions placed by the owner,; which may have affiliated facilities used for 
conservation, recreation, assembly, concession, amusement, administration and the like, and 
which is owned by a private entity or person, or operated in its entirety as a non-commercial 
use. 
 
PRIMITIVE CAMP: Dispersed camping in remote areas with limited amenities and/or services. 

 
(1))    Public Agency. The federal government, the state, a county, municipality, school district, 
special service district, or other political subdivision of the state, or a charter school. 

(1))    Public Hearing. A hearing at which members of the public are provided a reasonable 
opportunity to comment on the subject of the hearing. 
 
(1))    Public Meeting. A meeting that is required to be open to the Public under state law 

 
(1))    Public Notice. Notice widely disseminated to the public through broadcast media such as 
newspaper, radio, television, in a conspicuous public place or the internet, in conformance with 
state law. 
PUBLIC PARK: An area of land intended for outdoor enjoyment by the general public,;which 
may have affiliated facilities used for conservation, recreation, assembly, concession, 
amusement, administration and the like, and which is owned by a governmental entity, or 
operated in its entirety as a non-commercial use. 
 
Record of Survey Map. A map of a survey of land prepared in accordance with state law. 
RENEWABLE ENERGY: Energy derived from natural processes that are replenished at a faster 
rate than they are consumed. Including solar power, wind power, hydroelectricity, geothermal 
energy, and biomass. 
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY: Legal right to use or cross over the property of another. 

ROAD: See Street. 

ROAD, COUNTY: A road or highway designated as a County road and maintained by San Juan 
County. 
 
ROAD, MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT: An agreement between two or more parties that 
outlines the rights and responsibilities of the parties to construct, maintain, and repair 
occupant or emergency vehicle access to private parcels. 
 
ROAD, PRIVATE: A road on privately owned property, limited to the use of the owner or a 
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group of owners who share the use and maintain the road without assistance from the County. 
A private road has not been given to or accepted by the County for public use and 
maintenance. 
 
RV: "Recreational Vehicle" means a vehicular unit other than a mobile home, primarily designed 
as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational, or vacation use that is either self-propelled or 
pulled by another vehicle. This includes: a travel trailer; a camping trailer; a motor home; a 
fifth wheel trailer; RV; and a van designed for overnight use. 
 
RV PARK: A space occupied by three or more mobile homes, or RVs, or RVs, including park 
model RVs, being used as recreational or long term RV dwellings longer than 180 calendar 
days per year. 

 
SEAL: An embossed emblem, figure, symbol, word, letter, etc., used as attestation or evidence 
of authenticity. 

 
SECTION LINE: The line delineating the boundary of a section of land in the United States 
Public Land Survey System. 
 
SEWER SYSTEM, PRIVATE: A system for treatment and disposal of household sewage that is 
owned by an individual or several individuals and designed to serve the owners property only 
e.g., septic tank and leach field systems. 
 
SEWER SYSTEM, PUBLIC: An approved sanitary sewer system containing transmission lines 
and treatment facilities owned and operated by a public entity such as a municipality or 
special 
district. 
 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS: As defined in Utah Code §17-50-331. 
 
SHOPPING STRIP: A group or cluster of retail or service-oriented businesses that share a 
parking lot area with limited ingress and egress to the parking area. 

 
 

 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL (STR): Excluding 
Hospitality Rentals, the renting of any 
structure for the purpose of overnight 
occupancy for a period less than 28 
days by the renter. Short-term Rentals 
include vacation rentals, transient 
rentals, short-term vacation rentals, 
resort dwelling units, nightly rentals, 
condominium rentals, glamping, 

 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL. A dwelling or a 
portion of a dwelling that the owner of 
record or the lessee dwelling or the 
portion of dwelling leases to another 
for occupancy for fewer than 30 
consecutive days. 
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commercial camping, mini-hotel/motel 
rentals, cabin rentals, trailer/RV rentals, 
and all other similar uses, variations, 
and combinations in which a structure 
is rented as overnight accommodation 
for a period less than 28 days. An 
Accessory Building may not be used as 
a short-term rental. 

Proposed ADOPTED ORDINANCE 2024-01 
Signed (1-16-2024) APENDIX B 

 
 
(1))    SIGN: Means and includes every advertising message, announcement, declaration, 
demonstration, display, illustration, insignia, surface, object, device, medium, conveyance or 
space erected or maintained in view of the observer thereof for identification, advertisement 
or promotion of the interests of any person, entity, product or service. The definition of “sign” 
shall also include the sign structure, supports, lighting system and any attachments, 
ornaments or other features used to draw the attention of observers. 
 
This does not include any flag, badge or ensign of any government or governmental agency 
erected for and used to identify said government or governmental agency. 
 
SIGN, A-FRAME: A temporary and/or movable sign constructed with two (2) sides attached at 
the top so as to allow the sign to stand in an upright position. 
 
SIGN, ANIMATED: A sign which involves motion or rotation of any part by mechanical or 
artificial means or displays flashing or intermittent lights, time, temperature and electronic type 
message center. 
 
SIGN AREA: The area of a sign that is used for display purposes, excluding the minimum frame 
and supports. In computing sign areas, only one side of a back-to-back or double faced sign 
covering the same subject shall be computed when the signs are parallel or diverge from a 
common edge by an angle of not more than forty-five degrees (45°). In relation to signs that 
do not have a frame or separate background, sign area shall be computed on the basis of the 
least rectangle, triangle or circle large enough to frame the display. 
 
SIGN, ELECTRONIC DISPLAY SCREEN: Any sign or portion of a sign that displays an electronic 
image or video, which may or may not include text. This definition includes television screens, 
plasma screens, digital screens, flat screens, LED screens, video boards, and holographic 
displays. 
 
SIGN, FOR SALE: A temporary sign placed on a lot offering that specific property for sale, 

Deleted: ¶

Deleted: ¶

Deleted: ¶

27

Item 4.



 

PDF to Word Conversion 2026 Working Document         * reformatted for clarity            33 

lease or rent, and limited to twelve (12) square feet in sign area. The on-premises sign may 
advertise a model home or open house. 
 
SIGN, ILLUMINATED: A sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs or outlines 
illuminated by electric lights or luminous tubes as a part of the sign proper, or by devices 
which reflect or project light upon it. 
 
SIGN, LOW-PROFILE: On premises or identification signs having a maximum height of six feet 
(6'), incorporated into some form of landscape design scheme or planter box. 
 
SIGN, OFF-PREMISES: Advertising sign which directs attention to a use, product, commodity 
or service not related to the premises. 
 
SIGN, PROJECTING: A sign attached to a building or other structure and extending in whole or 
in part more than twenty-four inches (24") beyond any wall of the building or structure. 
 
SIGN, PROPERTY: A sign related to the property upon which it is located and offering such 
property for sale or lease, or advertising contemplated improvements, or announcing the 
name of the builder, owner, designer or developer of the project, or warning against 
trespassing. 
 
SIGN, ROOF: A sign erected partly or wholly on or over the roof of a building, including ground 
supported signs that rest on or overlap a roof twelve inches (12") or more. 
 
SINGLE SLEEPING UNIT: An area, structure, or group of structures that provides room or 
space for 1 or more persons that cannot be less than 70 square feet and shall not be less than 
7 feet in any horizontal dimension and is not more than 1,000 square feet. Each additional 
1,000 square feet constitutes a new single sleeping unit regardless of its actual use. 
 
SOLAR PANEL: A component of a photovoltaic system that is made out of a series of 
photovoltaic cells arranged to generate electricity using sunlight. 
 
STOCK PROOF FENCE: A fence designed to contain or prevent cattle, horses, sheep or other 
domestic animals from entering or leaving the fenced area. 

 
STORAGE YARD: A place where space is rented for the storage of personal property in either 
an open yard or an enclosed building. 

 
(1))    Story. The space within a building included between the surface of any floor and the 
surface of the ceiling next above. 
 
(1))    Story, Half. A story with at least two (2) of its opposite sides situated in a sloping roof, the 
floor area of which does not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the floor immediately below it. 

(1))    Street. A public right-of-way, including a highway, avenue, boulevard, parkway, road, 
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lane, walk, alley, viaduct, subway, tunnel, bridge, public easement, or other way. 
STREET: Any rights-of-way under public or private ownership for public use designed for the 
travel of motorized vehicles to enter and exit through passage and to include the ways used 
for internal circulation of traffic. 
 
(1))    Structure. Anything constructed or erected, which requires location on the ground or 
attached to something having a location on the ground. 

(1))    Structural Alterations. Any change in supporting members of a building or structure, 
such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders. 
SUBDIVIDE: Any division of an existing parcel of land that results in a Subdivision in 
accordance with this Ordinance. 
 
SUBDIVIDER: Any person or agent of a person who causes land to be subdivided per the 
definition of subdivide in this ordinance. 
 
SUBDIVISION, HIGH DENSITY: When a subdivision has ten (10) or more lots within a 
concentrated area. 
 
SUBDIVISION, PHASE(S): Carrying out a subdivision in gradual stages. Subdivision phase(s) 
may not be a single lot and must be contiguous to other parts of the subdivision. 
SUBDIVISION IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT: 
SUBDIVISION ADMINISTRATOR: The official or employee of San Juan County appointed by the 
Board of County Commissioners to administer the subdivision requirements of this Ordinance. 
For the purposes of this ordinance, the Subdivision Administrator may be the land use 
authority. 
 
A contract between a subdivider or developer and the County which specifies the required 
public improvements to be constructed in or in support of a subdivision including the 
estimated costs and the method of guarantee and the collateral, to insure the improvements 
are constructed. 
 
SUBDIVISION, MINOR: Shall mean the division of four (4) or less lots and are exempted from the 
platting process, but are subject to specific requirements as outlined in Chapter 7. 

 
STORM WATER DETENTION: The holding of storm water on a particular site through the use 
of swales or structures that are designed to release the water at a specified rate. 
 
SURVEY MONUMENT: An object placed or built to identify a survey reference point, including, 
but not limited to, property corners, benchmarks, and PLSS corner locations. 
 
SWIMMING POOL: A portable or permanent structure above or below grade, designed to hold 
water eighteen inches (18") deep or greater and/or two hundred fifty (250) square feet or 
greater surface area and intended for therapeutic or recreational purposes. This definition 
does not include an ornamental reflecting pool, fishpond or other type of pool not used for 
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swimming and/or wading, and must be located and designed so as not to create a hazard. 
 
(1))    Subdivision. Any land that is divided, re-subdivided or proposed to be divided into two or 
more lots, parcels, sites, units, plots, or other division of land for the purpose, whether immediate 
or future, for offer, sale, lease, or development either on the installment plan or upon any and all 
other plans, terms, and conditions. It also includes the division or development of land by deed, 
metes and bounds description, devise and testacy, map, plat, or other recorded instrument except 
as provided in state law, divisions of land for residential and nonresidential uses, including land 
used or to be used for commercial, agricultural, and industrial uses. It does not include a bona fide 
division or partition of agricultural land for agricultural purposes, a recorded agreement between 
owners of adjoining properties adjusting their mutual boundary if no new lots are created, and the 
adjustment does not violate land use ordinances. 
TANGENTIAL USE: Any use other than the permitted primary use under the existing zoning 
regulation that occurs 1) less than thirty (30) cumulative days in a twelve (12) month period 2) 
is not a nuisance and 3) is not a prohibited use under the land use regulation. 
 
TITLE VIOLATION: Any person, firm or corporation, in the use or occupation of a building, 
structure or land, intentionally fails to abide by or to fulfill any condition legally imposed 
under the provisions of this title in approving any permit, site plan or variance, shall be 
considered to be a violation of the provisions of this title punishable under Chapter 3 Section 
14 and Utah State Code; and any structure made or existing or any use of land used or 
occupied in violation of any condition legally imposed in approving any permit, site plan or 
variance under the provisions of this title shall be subject to abatement under Chapter 3 
Section 14. 
 
TOPOGRAPHICAL CONTOURS: Horizontal lines on a map indicating an elevation above a 
specified point, usually sea level, and containing intermittent lines in intervals usually of two (2) 
feet, five (5) feet or other specified intervals. 
 
(1))    Tourist Court. Any building or group of buildings containing sleeping rooms, with or 
without fixed cooking facilities designed for temporary use by automobile tourists or transients, 
with a garage attached or parking space conveniently located to each unit, including auto courts, 
motels, or motor lodges. 
TOURIST COURT: Any building or group of buildings containing sleeping rooms, with or 
without fixed cooking facilities designed for temporary use by automobile tourists or transients, 
with a garage attached or parking space conveniently located to each unit, including auto 
courts, motels, or motor lodges; see short-term rental. 
 
TRANSIENT: Occupancy of a dwelling unit or sleeping unit for not more than twenty-eight (28) 
days. 
 
TRUCK STOP: A facility or grouping of facilities that dispenses motor fuel or other 
petroleum products for truck tractors and similar commercial vehicles; and also may 
provide amenities such as showers, overnight customer parking, restaurants, or other 
traveler conveniences. 
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(1))    RV/Trailer Camp. Any area or tract of land used or designed to accommodate two (2) or 
more automobile trailers or camping parties. 

(1))    Unincorporated. The area outside of the incorporated areas of a county. 
 
(1))    Use, Accessory. A subordinate use customarily incidental to and located upon the same lot 
occupied by a main use. 
 
(1))    Use, Main. The principal function or use of the land and/or building or structure 
VACATE: 1) To abandon or relinquish a right to use a specific piece of land such as a road, right 
of way, or easement, or 2) to void a subdivision, incorporated area, local entity or portion 
thereof and return it to pre-subdivided, or incorporated status. 

 
(1))    Variance. An authorization by the Planning CommissionAdministrative Law Judge, acting as 
the Land Use Appeal Authority pursuant to state law, relative to specific parcel of land for a 
modification of a zone’s standard height, bulk, area, width, setback, or separation requirement; as 
distinguished from a conditional use, the allowing of a use not listed as permitted in a zone, or any 
other change in zoning requirements. Variances do not apply to changes of use. 

 
VICINITY MAP: A small scale map shown as an insert on a larger map that indicates the 
location of a subdivision or other pieces of land in relation to a much larger geographic area. 

 
WATER SYSTEM, PRIVATE: A source of water and the transmission lines owned by one or 
more persons to serve only their property, i.e.: an individual domestic well. 
 
WATER SYSTEM, PUBLIC: A source of water, including transmission lines and treatment 
facilities owned by a public entity such as a municipality or special district to provide water to 
their residents. 
(1))    Yard. A space on the lot, other than a court, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground 
upwards, by buildings, except as otherwise provided herein. 

(1))    Yard, Front. A space extending across the full width of a lot, between the front building 
line and the front lot line. The depth of the front yard is the minimum distance between the front 
lot line and the front building line. 
 
(1))    Yard, Rear. A space extending across the full width of a lot, between the rear building line 
and the rear lot line. The depth of the rear yard is the minimum distance between the side lot and 
the rear building line. 
 
(1))    Yard, Side. A space extending along the full depth of a lot, between the side building line 
and the side lot line. The "width" of the side yard shall be the minimum distance between the 
side lot line and the side building line. 
YURT: A tent-like structure consisting of a wooden base and frame with a canvas outer 
covering, which may be easily dismantled and moved. 
 
(1))    Wind Turbine. A turbine that is powered by the wind. 
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