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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the public scoping period under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) for the Lisbon Valley Mining Company, Copper Mine Plan of Operations Modification 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will begin Tuesday, May 28. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
is the lead agency preparing the EIS and public involvement is an important part of this process. We ask for 
your input to help us determine the scope and issues to analyze in this EIS. 
 
Please take the time to read the following information and let us know your concerns about the proposed action 
and the decisions to be made. We appreciate your contribution of time and effort and believe the information 
you share with us will lead to a better decision. Please submit your comments according to the procedures 
described at the end of this letter. The information will be used to help us prepare a draft EIS. The draft EIS 
itself will be subject to a separate public comment period. 
 
The BLM will prepare the EIS to inform our decisions on the proposed Lisbon Valley Mining Company, Copper 
Mine Plan of Operations Modification (the Project) submitted by the Lisbon Valley Mining Company (LVMC). 
The Project would occur on BLM, State lands managed by the Trust Lands Administration (TLA), and private 
lands on unpatented mining claims and state of Utah mining leases. The Project is located in San Juan County, 
Utah, approximately 16 air miles southwest of La Sal, Utah (Figure 1). The EIS will evaluate the potential 
effects of the Project on natural resources and the human environment. Effects of the proposed action will be 
assessed along with that of the no action alternative. Other action alternatives to the proposed action may be 
considered. 
 
LVMC currently operates the Lisbon Valley Copper Mine which was approved by the BLM in a 1997 Record of 
Decision (ROD). The Mine Plan boundary encompasses approximately 4,480 acres. Current operations include 
1,146 acres of disturbance (BLM: 521 acres; State: 333 acres; Private: 292 acres). Current operations include 
open pit mining to extract copper-bearing ore. LVMC also conducts exploration activities within a 5,430-acre 
authorized boundary adjacent to the Mine Plan boundary under and Exploration Plan of Operations. Federal, 
state, and private lands also occur within the Exploration Plan boundary. 
 
In April 2023, LVMC submitted a modification to their existing Mine Plan of Operations to expand the Project 
by approximately 5,430 acres into Exploration Plan boundary, which the BLM will analyze under NEPA. The 
proposed expansion activities would disturb an additional 2,391 acres (BLM: 1,388 acres; State: 412 acres; 
Private: 591 acres) through the installation of an open pit, waste dumps, access roads, well fields, power lines, 
pipeline corridors, heap leach facilities, and ancillary supporting facilities while implementing environmental 
protection measures and reclamation. LVMC would initiate additional copper recovery by adding an in-situ 
recovery (ISR) process which includes injection wells, pump-back wells and monitoring wells. All beneficiation 
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following the initial leaching and solution removed from the ISR would be performed in LVMC’s existing 
solvent extraction and electrowinning (SX/EW) process facilities and buildings. 
 
The BLM is the lead agency for the preparation of the EIS. The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA); the Utah Public Lands Policy Coordination Office; the TLA; the Utah Department of Environmental 
Quality, Division of Air Quality; the Utah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining; Utah Division of Water Quality; 
and San Juan County will be cooperating agencies on the Project. 

PURPOSE AND NEED 
The BLM’s purpose and need is to respond to LVMC’s Mine Plan of Operations Modification to expand mining 
operations and associated infrastructure and to prevent unnecessary and undue degradation of the public lands 
consistent with the BLM’s responsibilities under FLPMA, as amended, Surface Management regulations (43 
CFR Subpart 3809), and Use and Occupancy regulations (43 CFR Subpart 3715). 

PROPOSED ACTION 
The proposed action is to modify the Mine Plan to expand open pit mining and beneficiation operations, and to 
initiate the extraction of copper through a method of in-situ recovery (ISR) mining (Figure 2). The proposed 
expansion activities would include improvement of existing mining facilities in the Mine Plan boundary and 
construction of new facilities, and associated access, power, and water in the Exploration Plan boundary. Under 
the proposed action there would be approximately 2,391 acres of total surface disturbance, including 1,388 acres 
of BLM-managed lands, 412 acres of State land, and 591 acres of private land. A total of approximately 2,058 
acres proposed for disturbance would undergo reclamation within the first three years following completion of 
the proposed construction. The proposed long-term disturbance from implementation of the modification is 
approximately 334 acres, which would exist for the life of the mine, predicted by the LVMC to be 20 years, and 
through final reclamation and post-closure monitoring until 2066.   

 
The Mine Plan Modification would include the following components: 

• Open pit (72 acres)  
• Backfill area (363 acres)  
• ISR Wellfield (injection wells, pump-back wells, monitor wells) (188 acres) 
• Waste rock storage (55 acres) 
• Storm water diversion channels, sediment basins, and berms (85 acres) 
• Heap leach pad (244 acres) 
• Process ponds (24 acres) 
• Solution pipelines (17 acres) 
• Access roads (144 acres)  
• Ancillary facilities (power supply; reagent, fuel, ready line; crushing area and related stockpiles; area for 

temporary storage of petroleum-contaminated soils; groundwater monitoring wells; water supply 
pipeline and facilities; and construction laydown yards) (185 acres).  

 
The total proposed disturbance also includes improvements made to the existing mining and processing facilities 
and their associated roads in the Mine Plan boundary to accommodate the increase in copper production and 
personnel on site. Ongoing mining activity would continue in the existing Mine Plan boundary as LVMC 
constructs the proposed new facilities which are expected to be completed within three years. 
 
The installation of ISR wellfields would occur in conjunction with open pit mining operations. ISR activities 
would include the construction of access roads and approximately 1,700 well pads for injection, production, 
and/or monitoring that would each be 50 feet by 50 feet in size and spaced approximately 125-200 feet apart. 
LVMC would install the first injection and production wells in a pilot test for the ISR in an existing pit area. The 
pilot test at the existing pit area would last approximately one year. At the end of the pilot test, the data derived 
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would be used to fine-tune the installation of the ISR wellfield that would be adjacent to the new open pit. ISR 
mining would occur for the life of the mine until final reclamation.  
 
In accordance with 40 CFR 1502.14(e), the BLM will develop alternatives to the proposed action in response to 
resource concerns and public scoping input. Resource concerns likely to influence alternatives development 
include water and waste management (e.g., waste rock and tailings). One preliminary alternative identified at 
this stage is the proposed action without ISR mining. The BLM welcomes comments on all preliminary 
alternatives as well as suggestions for additional alternatives. 

EIS SCHEDULE 
The tentative schedule is to release a draft EIS for public comment in early 2025 and publish a final EIS in 
winter 2025, followed by the ROD. This schedule is subject to change. 

PUBLIC MEETING 
The BLM has arranged two public scoping meetings that you are invited to attend: one in person in Moab, Utah 
on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, 6-8 pm MST and a virtual meeting Thursday, June 13, 2024, 6–7:30 pm 
MST. The meeting in Moab, Utah will be held at the Moab Field Office at 82 East Dogwood Avenue. BLM and 
LVMC representatives will be in attendance to provide information about the project and EIS process and 
answer any questions you have. 

You can register to attend the virtual meeting at: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aF4NUR_lRxKWkODK1qmGvA, or you can go to zoom.us, click Join 
and enter Webinar ID: 969 6336 3294. BLM and LVMC representatives will provide a presentation about the 
Project and the EIS process and answer any questions you have.  

HOW TO COMMENT 
The BLM is seeking input and written comments from Federal, State, Tribal, and local agencies; as well as 
individuals and organizations who may be interested in, or affected by, the Project. To assist the agencies in 
identifying and considering issues and concerns related to the Project, comments should be as specific as 
possible. The most helpful comments are directly relevant to the proposal and Project area. Only those who 
provide comment or otherwise express interest in the proposed action either during scoping or other designated 
opportunity for public comment will be eligible as objectors (36 CFR 218.5). 

Comments must be received or postmarked on or before June 27, 2024. Comments received outside established 
public involvement timeframes will not be rejected; however, these comments may be considered secondary to 
comments received in a timely manner and may only be assessed to determine if they identify concerns that 
would substantially alter the assumptions, proposal, design, or analysis presented in the EIS. 

Written, hand-delivered, and electronic comments will be accepted. Please reference “Lisbon Valley Copper 
Mine Plan of Operations Modification EIS” on all correspondence and identify whether you are submitting 
comments as an individual or as the designated spokesperson on behalf of an organization. Issues determined to 
be outside the scope of the proposal will not be addressed in the EIS. 

Comments can be submitted by one of the following methods: 

- on the BLM Land Use Planning and NEPA Register website at https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-
ui/project/2027164/510;  

- by mail sent to Bureau of Land Management Moab Field Office, Lisbon Valley Mine Plan Modification 
EIS, 82 E Dogwood, Moab, Utah 84532; or 

- hand-delivered to the BLM Moab Field Office at the address below. 
 

Please note Attention: Lisbon Valley Copper Mine Plan of Operations Modification EIS on all documents. More 
information, including scoping information, will be posted on the internet at 
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2027164/510  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_aF4NUR_lRxKWkODK1qmGvA&data=05%7C02%7Caleta.brown%40stantec.com%7Cfee5706b258748f478bc08dc7385c98d%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C638512265680656648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WLUjVm2Q3tGfCgZbc2GPTTc690XL%2BJnECHxfmEcSrNY%3D&reserved=0
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2027164/510
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2027164/510
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2027164/510
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For further information contact: 

Jill Stephenson, Project Lead 
Bureau of Land Management 
Moab Field Office 
82 East Dogwood 
Moab, Utah 84532 
Phone: (435) 259-2100 
Email: BLM_UT_MB_LVMC_EIS@blm.gov 

 
Those who provide comments are advised that before including their address, phone number, e-mail address, or 
other personal identifying information, they should be aware that the entire comment, including personal 
identifying information, may be made publicly available at anytime. While those commenting can ask in their 
comments to have their personal identifying information withheld from public review, the BLM cannot 
guarantee that they will be able to do so. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Dave Pals     
Field Manager     
BLM Moab Field Office   
   

 
 
Enclosures: Figure 1—Project Location 
  Figure 2—Proposed Action 
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