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ITEM 
Facility Space License Agreement – Smiling J, LLC, DBA Hilltop Broadband 

 

BACKGROUND 
Harriet Alexander Field is owned and operated by a partnership between Chaffee County and the City of Salida.  The 

airport is managed by a board made up of representatives of both the City and County, and the board makes 

operational recommendations to both the Board of County Commissioners and the City Council.   

 

The Airport Advisory Board routinely recommends approval of certain leases to allow private parties to utilize facilities at 

the airport.  The airport recently received a request from Smiling J, LLC, doing business as Hilltop Broadband, to allow 

for the installation of fixtures on the airport’s emergency beacon tower for the purpose of providing telecommunications 

redundancy within Chaffee County.  The equipment on the tower would be for the purpose of operating a 

telecommunication fixed wireless microwave internet and VoIP service facility by Hilltop Broadband.  In exchange for 

the lease, Hilltop Broadband would provide the airport with fiber optic broadband service (50 MB download and 10 MB 

upload), along with a monthly fee to compensate for electrical costs and other expenses.  The term of the agreement 

would be for five (5) years, with two (2) additional 5-year renewal terms at the discretion of Hilltop Broadband. 

 

FISCAL NOTE 
The attached License Agreement provides for a monthly fee of $150.00 to be provided to the airport for electrical costs 

and other expenses, along with the value of high speed internet access for the airport. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve the Facility Space License Agreement with Smiling J, LLC, DBA Hilltop 

Broadband, as recommended by the Airport Advisory Board. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION 
A City Councilperson should state, “I move to combine and approve the Consent Agenda”, followed by a second and a 

roll call vote. 
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