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July 20, 2026 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Village of Roscoe 
10631 Main Street 
Roscoe, IL 61073 
 

RE: Pivot Energy IL 143 LLC: Request for Special Use Permit  

Dear Village of Roscoe Zoning Board of Appeals, 

Thank you for providing the opportunity to apply for a Special Use Permit with the Village of Roscoe. We 
appreciate your guidance through this permitting process. The following letter will provide a summary of our 
proposed community solar garden, Pivot Energy IL 143 LLC (Project), followed by various documentation 
required by the Village of Roscoe Ordinance No. 2023-11. 

Pivot Energy is excited to bring renewable energy to the Village of Roscoe and the surrounding communities. 
As of September 15, 2021, The State of Illinois has aggressively committed to a Renewable Portfolio 
Standard of 50% by 2025, by passing The Clean Energy Jobs Act (Public Act 102-0662). The legislation 
further expanded the existing community solar garden program, in which utility customers can subscribe to 
a community solar garden in their utility territory in exchange for a credit on their bills. 

Pivot Energy is developing community solar projects across Illinois. This location was chosen due to its 
proximity to ComEd’s electrical infrastructure, both substations and distribution grid, its flat and manageable 
land, a willing landowner, and access to the sun (ample without shading obstructions).  

The proposed Project is a roughly 3-megawatt (MW AC) ground-mounted community solar garden, and a 3-
megawatt battery energy storage system (BESS) that will deliver clean energy to the local electrical grid. The 
Project site will occupy approximately 22.9 acres of leased land owned by 12233 North Second Street LLC 
and is located just north of 12233 North Second St (Site). 

Pivot has received the interconnection agreement from ComEd and is in the process of executing it. Our 
array will have approximately 12,000 solar panel modules mounted on single-axis trackers. The solar panels 
will be facing east in the morning, flat at noon, and be facing west in the afternoon. They follow the path of 
the sun, to maximize their efficiency.  

We look forward to working with the Village of Roscoe Staff to make this Project a success. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (888) 734-3033, or by email at bbecker@pivotenergy.net.  

Sincerely, 

William “Buzz” Becker 
Sr. Director of Development 
Pivot Energy 
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I. Special Use Permit Application 
1. Community Solar Garden Summary 

Pivot Energy IL 143 LLC (Project and Applicant), an entity wholly owned by Pivot Energy (Pivot), is proposing 
the development and operation of a Community Solar Garden in the Village of Roscoe, Winnebago County, 
Illinois. The proposed Project will be a 5.97 Megawatts DC (MW DC) / 2.988 Megawatts AC (MW AC) single-
axis tracker ground mount solar photovoltaic array, thus qualifying as a Community Solar Garden under the 
Village of Roscoe ordinance 2023-11. The estimated amount of electricity generated from the system will 
contribute to Illinois’s renewable energy goals and will benefit local energy consumers. The estimated 
generating capacity of the system will be approximately 7,515 megawatt hours per year (MWh/year), 
equivalent to powering approximately 1,136 residential homes. The Project will abide by the regulations 
required by the Village of Roscoe Ordinance No. 2023-11.  

The proposed Project is located on North Second St, south of McCurry Rd, on parcels known as 0428176002 
and 0428176003. The parcels are zoned as Commercial Hwy (CH) and are currently used as agricultural 
land, planted with soybean crop. Development of community-scale solar systems is allowed as a Special 
Use in the CH district, subject to the requirements of the solar energy systems ordinance 2023-11. A site 
plan of the proposed Project is depicted below in Photo 1, and is included as Exhibit B. 

 
Photo 1. Pivot Energy IL 143 LLC Site Plan. 

 
The solar array will operate every day during daylight hours. The equipment moves imperceptibly slowly 
throughout the day, quietly following the sun across the sky to maximize energy yield. There is no meaningful 
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sound, smell, noise, pollution, emission, or other negative external impacts attributable to the solar array’s 
operation. There will be approximately 12,000 solar panels affixed to the single-axis tracker racking system. 
The design and construction of the solar farm will meet standards and guidelines as provided by the nationally 
accepted electric code.  

2. Ground Mount Garden Sizing  
The solar farm components will occupy a 23-acre portion (within the Project fence) of the approximately 40.3-
acre parcels. Access to the Site will be off N Second St with a minimum 16’ gravel access road. The proposed 
Project is a roughly 3-megawatt (MW AC) ground-mounted community solar garden and battery energy 
storage system (BESS) that will deliver clean energy to the local electrical grid. This Project qualifies as a 
Community Solar Garden, as it is less than 5 MW AC.  

3. Interconnection 
The Project proposes underground electrical lines to the extent possible that will interconnect into the existing 
ComEd utility poles located along the same side of N Second St. Pivot has received the interconnection 
agreement from ComEd and is in the process of executing it.   

4. Dimensional Standards 
The parcel is zoned as Commercial Hwy (CH) and used as agricultural land. A solar facility is allowed as 
special use in this zoning district. The solar array Project boundary will meet or exceed all setback 
requirements for the CH zoning district. The Project is setback at least 15 feet from front yard boundary, 50 
feet from the nonparticipating neighbors to the north and east, and 10 feet from the participating landowner 
to the south. The solar array fencing components will begin at those setback distances and will encompass 
all Project infrastructure, including the solar array, equipment pad, transformer, batteries, and switchgear. 
 
At full tilt, the modules atop the single-axis tracking racking would not exceed 14’ at their highest point. At 
noon, when parallel with grade, the modules atop the racking will be at approximately 5-6’ in height. The 
driven pile foundation will be determined based on further geotechnical review and soil-boring testing. Other 
electrical equipment, such as the utility meter, transformer, batteries, and switchgear, will not exceed 12’ in 
height and will be placed upon a concrete equipment pad next to the access road, inside the Project fencing. 

5. Other Standards 
The Project will follow all applicable industry standards as well as state and national construction codes, 
including the American National Standards Institute Code, as amended from time to time. Additionally, all 
building materials shall comply with recognized industry standards. This Project will comply with all local, 
state, and federal laws and regulations. 
 
The Applicant has entered into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture and will abide by the listed conditions. The AIMA is included as Exhibit E. 
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6. Lot Coverage 
Upon construction completion, Pivot Energy will seed the Site with native grass seed mix approved by the 
Village and/or the local jurisdiction. The use of native vegetation and/or pollinator-friendly seed mixes 
supports the habitat of bees, butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other pollinator species needed for 
agriculture. The seed mix chosen will be native and local to the Illinois environment, which naturally allows 
the Site to be resilient to droughts and intense downpours. Native grasses and deep roots absorb run-off and 
are designed to better manage stormwater runoff than turf grass. Additionally, planting diverse mixes of 
native plants will prevent soil and nutrients from washing away, improve water quality, and prevent soil loss. 

II. Submittal Requirements 
1. Site Plan – Existing Conditions  

a. Existing property lines, including those within one hundred feet from the Project including 
the names of adjacent property owners and the current use of the property are depicted 
on the site plan included as Exhibit B. 

b. The Project abides by all front, side and ready yard-setbacks for the CH Zoning District. 
Recorded easements are depicted on the ALTA Survey provided in Exhibit C. 

c. Existing public and private roads and associated easements are depicted on the ALTA 
included as Exhibit C. 

d. Existing buildings and impervious surfaces are depicted on the ALTA included as Exhibit 
C. 

e. A contour map showing topography at two-foot intervals is depicted on the ALTA Survey 
provided in Exhibit C. 

f. This site is currently 100% soybean crop. 

g. There are no delineated wetlands within the project area. 

h. There are no significant surface water drainage patterns on site. Existing site topography 
informs that water naturally drains to the west. The ALTA is provided in Exhibit C. 

i. A drain tile survey was conducted and found no drain tiles within our Project area. These 
results are included as Exhibit F. 

2. Site Plan – Proposed Conditions  
a. The location and spacing of the solar panels are depicted on the site plan included as 

Exhibit B. 
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b. Site access will be off N Second St with a minimum 16’ wide gravel access road. This is 
depicted on the site plan included as Exhibit B. 

c. All wiring running between the Project array will be buried to the greatest extent possible, 
in accordance with the AIMA. If the power lines are not able to be fully buried, a Solar 
Cable Management System will be utilized. The Project will interconnect to existing 
ComEd infrastructure along N Second St. 

d. The Project will interconnect to the existing ComEd distribution lines along N Second St. 
One disconnect pole, one primary meter pole, one recloser pole, and one guy pole will be 
installed along the access road of the site to the point of interconnection.  

e. To minimize the visual impacts of the Project, the Applicant proposes visual screening to 
provide an additional buffer on the western side of the project, along N Second St. This 
proposed screening will be certified by an Illinois Registered Landscape Architect. All 
screening will be maintained by the Applicant for the life of the Project and replaced, as 
needed.  

3. Fencing and weed/grass control 
a. Upon construction completion, the Applicant will seed the Site with native grass seed mix 

approved by the Village of Roscoe. The use of native vegetation and/or pollinator-friendly 
seed mixes supports the habitat for bees, butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other 
pollinator species needed for agriculture. The seed mix chosen will be native and local to 
the Illinois environment, which naturally allows the Site to be resilient to droughts and 
intense downpours. Native grasses and deep roots are more efficient than turf grass at 
absorbing run-off, and are designed to better manage stormwater runoff. Additionally, 
planting diverse mixes of native plants will prevent soil and nutrients from washing away, 
improve water quality, and prevent soil loss. 

b. The applicant shall submit an acceptable weed control plan. The Preliminary Vegetation 
Management Plan demonstrates consistency with the goals of the Pollinator-Friendly 
Solar Site Act and AIMA, detailing the type of vegetation ground cover to be planted, 
established, and maintained for the life of the Project. It also includes details adhering to 
the IDNR guidelines and the guidelines for short and long-term vegetation and property 
management practices. These practices provide and maintain native and non-invasive 
naturalized perennial vegetation to protect the health and well-being of pollinators. A 
Preliminary Vegetation Management Plan that follows guidelines for vegetation 
management plans established by IDNR is included as Exhibit G. 
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Photo 2. Habitat-enhancing pollinator seeding is proposed beneath solar panels and evergreen screening. 

c. Typically, Pivot uses an 8-foot, agricultural-style, mesh-wire, game fence; we 
acknowledge that Roscoe’s zoning ordinance requires a chain-link fence. Consequently, 
the applicant is requesting a waiver of this requirement to allow installation of our 
standard 8-foot game fence. The Applicant prefers an agricultural-style game fence over 
a chain link as it blends in with agricultural communities better and allows for smaller 
mammals to freely roam the site without obstruction. As depicted below in Photo 3, this 
8-foot fence will completely surround the perimeter of the solar equipment components 
and will be outfitted with high-voltage warning signs. For secure emergency access, Knox 
boxes and keys will be provided at the entrance for emergency personnel. 
Comprehensive signage featuring emergency contact information will be prominently 
affixed to the project fence during construction and maintained throughout the operational 
lifespan of the facility. All fencing and signage will be fully compliant with NESC, ANSI 
Z535 Safety Sign Standards, and OSHA regulations. 
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Photo 3. Depiction of the difference between agricultural style fencing (left) and chain link (right). 

d. The Applicant shall maintain the fence and adhere to the weed/grass control plan or be 
subject to a fine of $500/week until addressed. 

4. Decommissioning Plan 
After the operational life of the facility is over, the Applicant will decommission the facility and restore the land 
to its original condition. Pivot is bound by the lease and its termination provisions, which require all 
improvements and personal property from the Project to be removed and to restore the property to similar 
existing conditions at the time of the lease's effective date. This will involve the safe removal of all structural 
steel and aluminum, conductors, modules, inverters, transformers, concrete and fencing. Any future uses 
would be able to proceed as if the solar array had never been built. If the Project ceases operations for 12 
months, decommissioning may commence.  

The Decommissioning Plan completed by a third party, an Illinois Licensed Professional Engineer, is included 
as Exhibit H. The cost estimate for decommissioning the Project, including salvage value, is $259,702.83. 
The Applicant has entered into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA) with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture and will adhere to updating the cost at intervals prescribed in the AIMA. The AIMA 
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is included as Exhibit E. These agreements are binding upon the owner or operator and any of their 
successors, assigns, or heirs.  

The Project’s initial interconnect agreements and other agreements with the utility are for 20 years. At the 
end of the 20-year contract, if no extensions are pursued, the Project will be decommissioned. 

Prior to decommissioning, proper erosion and sediment controls will be put in place. The solar modules will 
be removed, placed on palettes, and sold on a second-hand market. The solar panels are simple and will 
have useful life beyond 30 years. That said, the solar industry plans to repurpose older solar modules for 
charitable solar projects, projects in developing countries, or other projects what can benefit from these useful 
products.  

The racking systems used to attach the solar modules and the perimeter fence are comprised of steel and 
aluminum. There are also copper and aluminum conductors throughout the Site that also have generic 
salvage value. These raw materials will be removed and recycled. These raw materials have inherent salvage 
value which serves as a financial benefit to the decommissioning process.  

Within 6 months of the start of decommissioning, all solar collectors and components, aboveground 
improvements, and storage containers will be removed. Foundations, pads, and underground electrical wires 
shall be removed to a depth of four feet below ground surface. Solar modules and valuable raw material will 
have inherent salvage value and will be recycled and/or sold accordingly. The remaining equipment will be 
removed from Site and disposed of per applicable disposal standards of the respective material and authority 
having jurisdiction in the area. 

The Site will be smoothed out and reseeded with a locally approved seed mix after the equipment removal 
has occurred. In some cases, the landowner requests the Site is not be reseeded, but rather left open, so 
they may plant a desired agricultural use at that time (ex: farmer may prefer to plant corn instead of a native 
seed mix). Removal of all equipment and revegetation of the Site will be completed after the end of the 
Project life. 

5. Compliance with Additional Regulations 
This Project will comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations. 

7. Liability Insurance 
The Applicant shall maintain a current general comprehensive liability policy and automobile liability policy, 
including coverage for bodily injury, death and illness, and property damage with limits up to two million 
dollars per occurrence and five million in aggregate. The insurance certificates will be provided prior to the 
issuance of the building permit. The Applicant will comply with the general liability insurance requirements in 
the Village of Roscoe Solar Ordinance.  
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III. Additional Site Diligence 
1. IDNR EcoCat 

On June 11, 2026, the Project received its Natural Resource Review Results from the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) via the EcoCAT platform. These results concluded that “adverse effects are 
unlikely. Therefore, consultation under 17 III. Adm. Code Part 1075 is terminated”. A copy of these review 
results can be found in Exhibit I. 

2. Protected Lands 
The Applicant’s proposed location avoids impacts to protected lands, woodlands, savannas, wetlands, or 
floodplains. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was contacted on April 8, 2026, to review the Site 
for any significant historic, architectural, or archeological resources. In the SHPO’s May 5, 2026, response 
they determined that there were no significant resources documented within the Site and that the Project is 
exempt. This correspondence is included in Exhibit I. 
 

IV. Subdivision 
To facilitate the permitting of the proposed community solar garden within the Commercial Highway (CH) 
zoning district, the applicant is also requesting a subdivision of the parcel. Specifically, the mini-storage 
facility located directly south of the existing parcel will be subdivided into a separate legal lot. A formal 
assessors plat, along with the revised legal descriptions for the reconfigured parcels, is attached for review 
as Exhibit D. 
 
 
 
 



       

 
 

pivotenergy.net  
 
 

EXHIBIT A: LEASE AGREEMENT AND DEED 
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EXHIBIT B: SITE PLAN 
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EXHIBIT C: ALTA 
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EXHIBIT D: ASSESSORS PLAT 
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EXHIBIT E: AGRICULTURAL IMPACT MITIGATION 
AGREEMENT 
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EXHIBIT F: DRAIN TILE SURVEY 





pivotenergy.net 

 

 

EXHIBIT G: VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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Vegetation Management Plan 
The proposed Solar Energy Facility, Pivot Energy IL 143 LLC (Project), is located on agricultural parcels (PIDs: 
0428176002 and 0428176003), southeast of the intersection of N Second St and McCurry Rd (Site). The finished 
Project will consist of a solar garden with solar panels, equipment pads, an access drive, and fences. The Project 
will abide by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) guidelines and will utilize short-term and long-
term growth methods to protect Site health.  

 
Current Use 

The property is currently utilized for agricultural cropland. After construction, disturbed areas will be re-seeded 
with a vegetation composition based on the dual-use and vegetation management practice chosen for the Site. 
Pivot is considering a few different dual-use options for this site specifically, which includes our standard sheer-
grazing and pollinator vegetation plan. 

Management Goals and Control Methods 

Pivot will consult with a local ecologist consultant to identify all invasive species and appropriate seed mixes for 
the Site. Invasive species will be either removed mechanically, by hand, or by grazing. Pivot Energy will plant an 
approved native seed mix once the finished grade is complete. After construction, disturbed areas will be re-
seeded with a vegetation composition based on the dual-use and vegetation management practice chosen for 
the Site. Pivot Energy conducts regular vegetation management at the Site several times per year, as needed 
during the growing season. This mitigates shade on solar modules and maintains a clean and orderly Site. On 
previous solar jobsites, the Applicant has used a combination of seed mix, straw mats, mowing, and other 
landscaping measures to maintain a clean, orderly, and noxious-weed- free Site. 

The Applicant will abide by all Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) guidelines and proposes short-term 
and long-term property management practices that maintain native and non-native-invasive naturalized perennial 
vegetation. 

Pivot Energy generally takes the following actions to manage weeds and keep a tidy project site. 

1) Weed Management 

I. Eradicate invasive species before any ground disturbing activity begins with the assistance of the 
County and a local ecologist consultant. Eradication will take place before construction begins. 

II. Ensure that all equipment and persons leaving the parcel are free of weed seeds or other plant seeds. 
The Applicant will clean seeds from tires, tracks and all other parts of machinery and persons. 

III. The hydroseed or hydromulch is a drought tolerant native grass and pollinator friendly seed mix in 
the early spring or early fall. The final seed mix will be determined by an approved professional 
knowledgeable with re-vegetation means and methods. 

IV. Mow or graze the Project area a minimum of once per year, at a cut height of no less than six inches. 
It is likely that mowing or grazing may need to take place twice or more during the growing season to 
manage vegetation. 

V. Since weed seeds remain viable in the soil for a number of years, site and weed management is a long-
term process. Treated areas will be monitored annually and re-treated if necessary, using typical weed 
management practices and procedures. 
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2) Planting Method 

Preferred method will be hydroseed and hydromulching. If required, nutrient supplementation will 
take place to ensure the successful establishment of permanent ground cover. Permanent seeding 
shall occur between December 1 and May 1 or between August 1 and September 1, or as 
recommended by a vegetation specialist. 

3) Temporary Seed Mix 

Temporary seeding areas, which will be ready for stabilization after May 1 and before August 1, shall 
be seeded with Millet or Sorghum at the rate of 40 pounds per acre, with the amount of fertilizer as 
specified by a vegetation specialist. The requirement to plant temporary seeding does not eliminate 
the requirement to plant permanent seeding. Straw mulch is not required for temporary seeding. 

4) Permanent Seed Mix 

To consist of native, drought-tolerant, low growth grasses and flowering plants. Preference will be 
given to a seed mix that can support pollinators and grazing animals such as sheep. Final mix will be 
determined before planting by a qualified vegetation specialist and in cooperation with Pivot Energy 
and our habitat management & species restoration partners. 

Habitat Enhancement and Pollinator-friendly seed mixes are customized on a per site basis and are 
subject to change per site conditions and seed availability. 

Custom Pollinator Seed Mix: 

26.8%  Lolium Perenne, ‘Tetra Sweet’  Perennial Ryegrass 
21.0%  Dactylis Glomerata, Potomac  Orchardgrass, Potomac 
18.9%  Poa Pratensis, ‘Ginger’   Kentucky Bluegrass 
12.4% Gromus Bierbersteinii, ‘Fleet’  Meadow Brome, Fleet 
5.7% Trifolium Hybridum   Alsike Clover 
5.0% Festuca Elatior x Lolium perenne Festulolium ‘Duo’ 
4.8% Trifolium Pratense   Red Clover 
2.0% Lotus Corniculatus, ‘Leo’  Bird’s Foot Trefoil 
1.0%  Linum Perenne    Perennial Blue Flax 
0.9% Coreopsis Lanceolata   Lanceleaf Coreopsis 
0.6% Cichorium Intybus   Blue Chicory 
0.5% Chrysanthemum Leucanthemum Oxeye Daisy 
0.4% Solidago Nemoralis   Gray Goldenrod 

 

5) Site Maintenance Checklist 

I. Mow or graze project area 2-4 times a year to a cut height of approximately 6 inches. 
II. Walk the site and remove any accumulated debris on either side of the fence line and properly 

dispose. No burning of trash will be allowed. 
III. Inspect and re-seed any bare ground with permanent seeding. 
IV. Inspect fence and repair as needed. 
V. Inspect all-weather access road and repair as needed. 

VI. Inspect Site for any visible erosion. Remove transported sediment and implement necessary 
erosion control measures to minimize future maintenance issues. 
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VII. Inspect solar photovoltaic modules, racking, and balance of system; repair or replace as 
needed. 

VIII. Inspect drainage and water management systems (e.g., culverts, ditches, etc.); repair as 
needed. 

IX. Control the spread of invasive species in all areas of the property. Make every attempt to keep 
any noxious weeds from leaving the sites by employing proper contain and control 
procedures. This can include mowing, trimming, removing, and spraying on an as-needed 
basis. 
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EXHIBIT H: DECOMMISSIONING PLAN 
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Overview 
 
Pivot Energy is proposing to construct a community solar facility on the east side of Main St and south of 
McCurry Rd.  The facility will be located on the northerly portions of Parcel 04-28-176-003 (6.38 acres) and 
Parcel 04-28-176-002 (33.96 acres).  The proposed fenced solar panels utilize 22.9 acres of Parcel 1.  The 
entirety of the lease area is currently used for the farming of row crops.    
 
The Decommissioning Plan has been prepared to provide the general scope of work and construction cost 
estimated for the decommissioning and assurance process.  This document outlines the decommissioning 
activities required to restore the site to a meadow condition. 
 
The solar energy generating facility will produce power using photovoltaic (PV) panels mounted on ground 
supported galvanized metal piles.  The facility will generally include equipment pads, perimeter security 
fencing, underground electrical conduits, utility poles with overhead wires, and a gravel access driveway. 
 
The decommissioning costs have been estimated for facility deconstruction, material disposal, and site 
restoration.  The reported costs include labor, materials, equipment, contractor’s overhead, and profit; the 
labor costs have been estimated using regional labor rates.   
 

Facility Deconstruction 
 
The owner or operator shall notify the Village Planner by certified mail of the proposed date of 
discontinued operations and plans for removal.  All elements of the facility are to be deconstructed and 
removed from the site for reuse, recycling, or disposal within 90 days after the end of energy production. 
 
The deconstruction of the solar generating facility shall generally include the removal of all solar electric 
systems, enclosures, cabling, electrical components, roads, foundations, pilings, and other associated 
facility components.  A significant portion of the photovoltaic system at the facility includes recyclable or 
re-saleable components, including copper, aluminum, galvanized steel, and PV modules.  Because of this 
reuse/resale value, these components will likely be disassembled and salvaged rather than demolished and 
disposed.  Disassembled materials will be salvaged for reuse or sold to decrease project costs. 
 
Prior to the start of deconstruction, Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) will coordinate with the local 
electric utility company to disconnect the facility from the power grid.  Once disconnection to the utility is 
made, all electrical equipment that manages the solar energy generation will be disconnected from the PV 
modules.  Electrical connections to the panels will be cut at each panel and the panels removed from the 
supporting framework.  The photovoltaic mounting system framework will be dismantled and recycled.  
The framework’s galvanized support piles will be completely removed and recycled. 
 
Along with the PV modules, inverters, transformers, meters, fans, lighting fixtures, and other electrical 
equipment will be removed from the facility.  The term “hazardous” will be defined by the laws and 
regulations in effect at the time of decommissioning.  However, in the event of a total fracture of a PV 
panel, their interior materials are silicon-based and may not be considered hazardous materials.  Disposal 
of these materials at a landfill will be governed by State and Public Local Laws of Winnebago County, and 
the Village of Roscoe, including the Code of Illinois Regulations (COILR) governing waste disposal at county 
area landfills, as may be amended from time to time. 
 
After removal of the electrical equipment the remaining elements of the facility will be deconstructed and 
removed, including fencing and gates, driveways and access roads, parking areas, equipment foundations 
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and slabs, buried conduit and cabling, and other features installed for the security, maintenance, and 
operation of the facility.  Above ground electric cables and utility poles that are not owned by the power 
utility will be removed, along with associated equipment (isolation switches, fuses, metering) and holes will 
be filled with clean earth and/or topsoil.  Facilities owned by the utility company will be removed by the 
utility company at their expense.  Where feasible or required, materials removed will be diverted from 
disposal to recycling. 
 
Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) will consult with the landowner and highway authority to 
determine if the access driveway on Main St should remain in service to the landowner.  If the driveway is 
to be removed, the contractor will remove all surface and base coarse materials and restore the roadway 
shoulder per applicable highway standards.  Where feasible or required, materials removed will be 
diverted from disposal to recycling.  Drainage culvert pipe, if any, will be removed and the roadside 
drainage ditch re-established to its pre-construction cross section and longitudinal slope.  All disturbed 
area will be backfilled with suitable earth fill and topsoil and restored with native vegetation. 
 
Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed prior to deconstruction activities and will be 
maintained until restoration of the site is completed.  Protection measures include a stabilized construction 
entrance, silt fence, concrete washout stations, and ground stabilization practices. The owner/operator will 
restore the surface of the project site to its pre-construction condition.  See Site Restoration section for 
additional information. 
 
If at the time of decommissioning existing regulations require creation and approval of a Sediment and 
Erosion Control Plan for the deconstruction work, the owner/operator will submit such a plan to the 
appropriate jurisdictional authority.  Deconstruction work at the site will not commence until approval is 
granted and all erosion control measures are installed. 
 
Noise levels at and near the project site will temporarily increase during deconstruction of the facility.  
Efforts will be made to minimize the nuisance, such as using proper equipment for removal of the support 
piles and electrical equipment.  Hours of work are assumed to be limited to 8 a day and during daylight.  
Vehicle traffic in the area may increase temporarily due to crew and equipment movements.  A road use 
agreement may be required by the highway authority during decommissioning work.  The contractor will 
provide appropriate sanitary facilities on site for the workers.  
 

Material Disposal 
 
Many of the components that comprise the solar energy generation facility can be reused or recycled.  The 
deconstruction contractor will take care during disassembly of the photovoltaic panels and electric 
equipment to prevent damage to reusable elements.  Other salvageable materials will be collected, 
stockpiled, and removed from the site for reuse or recycling.  Materials without salvage value will be 
removed and disposed of in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations. 
 
Pivot Energy (or current owner/operator) and the deconstruction contractor will make best efforts to 
salvage materials for reuse or recycling.  Materials anticipated to be recycled or salvaged for reuse include 
PV panels, panel framework and support piles, panel tracker equipment, power inverters, electrical 
transformers, electric panels and equipment, equipment enclosures, conduits and handholes, electric 
cable, fencing, concrete foundations and slabs, and gravel.  With permission from the landowner, gravel 
from the access driveway, road and parking areas may be reused as general fill on-site as part of the 
restoration process.   
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All materials not salvaged for reuse will be separated and sorted for recycling or disposal prior to transport 
from the site.  After all materials have been removed the contractor will perform a thorough walkdown of 
the site and adjacent land to collect and remove any debris or trash that remains from the deconstruction 
process.  Erosion control measures will remain in place and be maintained until site restoration is 
completed and then be removed for disposal. 
 

Site Restoration 
 
The objective of the restoration phase of the decommissioning is to restore the project site to the 
topographic and vegetated conditions that existed immediately prior to construction of the solar energy 
generation facility.  Ground that was altered or disturbed for construction and de-construction of the 
facility will be filled and/or graded to approximate the elevation and contour of the land pre-construction.  
Composition and quality of soil to be imported for filling and grading purposes will be coordinated with the 
landowner. 
 
Filling will be required in areas where gravel has been removed, including the access road, vehicle parking 
and vehicle turnaround areas.  Filling will also be required at locations of electrical equipment foundation 
removal.  The areas will be graded to blend with the slope and elevation of adjacent ground.  If the access 
road entrance driveway is removed as part of the decommissioning, grading will be required to re-establish 
the cross-sectional shape and longitudinal slope of the roadside drainage ditch. 
 
After removal of the fencing, PV panels, support framework, and piles, the area previously occupied by the 
solar array will be evaluated to determine the type and amount of restoration needed.  Holes and ruts will 
be filled with approved soil and graded to blend with adjacent ground.  Areas of uneven ground that have 
developed as a result of facility operations and that may inhibit drainage of stormwater will be contoured 
to re-establish unobstructed flow of runoff.  Since no site grading is proposed for installation of the solar 
array it is anticipated that there will be minimal to no need for regarding the project site, outside those 
areas specifically noted herein. 
 
All areas of bare ground within the project limits will be stabilized with a seed/mulch covering applied by 
hydroseeding.  Composition of seed mix will be coordinated with the landowner and in compliance with 
applicable village and county regulations.  Mix and application method for seeding within Main St right-of-
way, if required, will be coordinated with the applicable jurisdiction.  
 
Sediment and erosion control measures will remain in place until vegetation is established, as defined by 
applicable regulations.  Any area disturbed by the removal of erosion control measures will be suitably 
repaired with topsoil and seed to promote the infill of vegetated groundcover. 
 

Permitting Requirement 
 
Based on current regulatory requirements, the following approvals and/or permits will be required for 
decommissioning work to be performed: 
 

 Coverage under “General NPDES Permit No. ILR10” for Storm Water Discharges from Construction 
Site Activities, administered by the Illinois EPA 

 Building or Site Development Permit, administered by local and/or county authority 
 
The applicability of these approvals/permits will be reviewed at the time of decommissioning.  At that 
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time, the owner/operator will also review and apply for any new regulatory approvals that may have been 
enacted after the facility was put into operation. 
 

Schedule 
 
The duration of the decommissioning process is anticipated to be five to eight (5-8) months.  This includes 
time for application for permit approvals, mobilization, and deconstruction/restoration of the site.  Once 
the facility is disconnected from the power grid, activities to remove all materials and restore the site are 
anticipated to be completed within 5 months.  Deconstruction and restoration work will occur outside of 
the winter season. 
 

Decommissioning Cost Estimate 
 
The estimated cost to deconstruct the solar energy generation facility and restore the land is provided as 
Exhibit A – Probable Decommissioning Cost.  Pricing is based on current labor, equipment, and material 
costs for similar work in the region.  It is anticipated that the estimate will be reviewed every five (5) years 
and adjusted as necessary to reflect changes in unit costs and/or external influences on the scope of work. 
 
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) are expected to retain substantial resale value, particularly within 
the first 10 years of operation.  During this period, the estimated resale value would likely exceed the costs 
associated with removal and transportation of the battery units by a substantial amount.  To maintain a 
conservative approach, these potential salvage values have not been included in the decommissioning cost 
estimates presented in Exhibit A.  In future decommissioning cost estimates, the residual value of the BESS 
is expected to come primarily from its recyclable materials, such as lithium, copper, aluminum, and steel, 
rather than from reuse.  These recyclable materials would help offset the costs associated with site 
restoration. 
 
According to the Solar AIMA, the Financial Assurance shall be phased in over the first eleven (11) years of 
the project as follows: 
 

1. On or before the first anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 
provide the Village of Roscoe with Financial Assurance to cover ten (10) percent of the estimated 
costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the Deconstruction Plan.  

2. On or before the sixth anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 
provide the Village of Roscoe with Financial Assurance to cover fifty (50) percent of the estimated 
costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the Deconstruction Plan.  

3. On or before the eleventh anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility Owner shall 
provide the Village of Roscoe with Financial Assurance to cover one hundred (100) percent of the 
estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the updated Deconstruction Plan 
provided during the tenth year of commercial operation. 

 
 

- - End of Plan - - 
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Exhibit A – Probable Decommissioning Cost 
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Exhibit B – Site Plan 
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EXHIBIT I: AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE 







Winnebago County                                                                                              PLEASE REFER TO:              SHPO LOG #013040826
Roscoe
12011 Main Street
Section:28-Township:46N-Range:2E
IPA, NPDES
New Construction of a Solar Project,
Pivot Energy Illinois 143 LLC
 
May 5, 2026
 
Natalie Zenk
Prairie Archaeology & Research, Ltd.
P.O. Box 5603
Springfield, IL  62705
 
 
The Illinois State Historic Preservation Office is required by the Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS 3420, 
as amended, 17 IAC 4180) (Act) to review all state undertakings for their effect on cultural resources. Pursuant to this requirement, we 
have received information regarding the above referenced project for our comment.  
 
According to the information provided there is no federal involvement in your project. Be aware the state law is less restrictive than the 
federal cultural resource laws concerning archaeology. If your project will use any federal loans or grants, need any federal agency permits 
(including non-reporting), use any federal property, or involve any assistance from a federal agency, then your project must be reviewed 
under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. Please notify us immediately if such is the case so we can determine 
which entity should initiate consultation. Additional archaeological survey may be necessary.
 
No historic properties were identified within the area of potential visual effects. Additionally, our files do not identify any known 
archaeological sites within the area of potential direct effects, nor is it within a high probability area for archaeological resources as defined 
in the Act. Accordingly, this project is EXEMPT from archaeological survey requests pursuant to Section 6 of the Act. An archaeological 
survey is not required under state law as there is no public funding nor is it on public land.
 
Since the area has never been surveyed for archaeological resources, however, it is possible that historic properties are present but remain 
unidentified. The project area is classified as having a medium-high to high probability of containing archaeological resources per the 
Illinois Archaeology Predictive Model (IAPM), which is not tied to the Act. Please consider assisting the State of Illinois in its efforts to 
preserve and protect historic resources by sharing with us the results of any due diligence archaeological surveys. Early awareness of the 
presence of historic properties may help prevent unanticipated discoveries and potential construction delays.
 
This letter remains in effect for two (2) years from the date of issuance. This does not pertain to any discovery during construction, nor is it 
a clearance for purposes of the Illinois Human Remains Protection Act (20 ILCS 3440). If further assistance is needed please contact Jeff 
Kruchten, Principal Archaeologist, at 217/785-1279 or jeff.kruchten@illinois.gov.
 
 
Sincerely,
 

Carey L. Mayer, AIA    
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer



