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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05-13-XX

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROLLINGWOOD, TEXAS,
CREATING AN ARTICLE IV, MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTIONS, OF
CHAPTER 6, BUSINESS REGULATIONS, OF PART | OF THE CITY’S
CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO PROVIDE FOR REGULATION AND
PERMITTING OF MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTIONS WITHIN THE
CITY LIMITS OF ROLLINGWOOD; PROVIDING A REPEALER
CLAUSE; ASEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City of Rollingwood is a General Law Type A City under the statutes of the State
of Texas; and

WHEREAS, the picturesque nature of the city and close proximity to a major population center
makes Rollingwood an attractive place for commercial motion picture productions; and

WHEREAS, residents’ and visitors’ activities and quality of life can be adversely affected by
unregulated and disruptive activities such as commercial motion picture productions; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that, in the best interest of public safety and
wellbeing, reasonable regulations should be adopted concerning commercial motion picture
productions in the city.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ROLLINGWOOD, TEXAS, THAT:

SECTION 1. All the above premises are hereby found to be true and correct legislative and factual
findings of the City Council and are hereby approved and incorporated into the body of this
Ordinance as if copied in their entirety.

SECTION 2. Part | of the City’s Code of Ordinances Chapter 6, Article 1V, is hereby created as
follows, with strikethreughs being deletions and underlines being additions:

ARTICLE IV. - MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTIONS

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec. 6-190. - Applicability.

The requlations contained in this article shall apply to all persons conducting
motion picture productions within the corporate limits of the city.

Sec. 6-191. — Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates
a different meaning:
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Motion picture productions means all activity attendant to staging or shooting
commercial motion pictures, television shows or programs, and commercially
prepared radio broadcasts.

Sec. 6.192 - Restrictions and prohibitions.

No person shall engage in any motion picture, radio, or television production
activity which would constitute a hazard to public safety or interfere with or
endanger the public peace or rights of residents to the quiet, peaceful, and
unmolested enjoyment of their property.

Sec. 6-193. - Penalty: additional remedies.

Any person who violates a provision of these rules and any person who is the permit
holder of or otherwise conducts motion picture productions that does not comply
with the requirements of these rules and any responsible officer of that permit
holder or those persons shall be fined not more than $2,000.00 per day. In addition,
the city may seek to enjoin violations of these rules.

Secs. 6-194—6-220. - Reserved.

DIVISION 2. - PERMIT

Sec. 6-221. — Permit required.

No person shall engage in, conduct, or carry on the business of motion picture
productions on private or_public property without a permit issued under the
provisions of this article, with the following exceptions:

(a) Reporters, photographers, or cameramen in the employ of a newspaper,
news service, radio broadcasting station, or similar entity engaged in on-
the-spot broadcasting of news events concerning those persons, scenes, or
occurrences which are in the news and of general public interest.

(b) Any motion picture, television, or radio broadcasting studio operating at its
established or fixed place of business in the City.

(c) A real estate agent engaged in video recording a property on behalf of the
real estate agent’s client.

Sec. 6-222. — Applications for permits.

Applications for motion picture production permits shall be filed with the city and
shall comply with the following requirements:

(a) Completion of an application on the form designated by the city, and signed
by the applicant under penalty of perjury.

(b) Applications shall be filed a minimum of thirty (30) days prior to the date
requested for issuance of the permit.

(c) Payment of the fee as prescribed by council.

(d) Such other information as required by the city.
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(e) Renewal permit applications shall be filed a minimum of thirty (30) days
prior to expiration of any existing permit.

(F) Where the applicant is a corporation, association, partnership, or other legal
entity, applicant shall mean each partner, officer, director, and each
shareholder owning or controlling more than ten percent (10%) of such

entity.

Sec. 6-223. — General criteria for issuance or denial of permit.

(a) The city secretary shall review each application for a permit and shall
determine if the application is complete.

(b) Within ten days of receipt of an application, the chief of police or the chief
of police’s designee shall either:

(1) Notify the city secretary that the requested permitted activity or
activities do not pose a significant risk to public health or safety; or

(2) Notify the city secretary that the requested permitted activity or
activities pose a significant risk to public health or safety and that it
should be denied.

(c) Within ten days of receipt of an application, the city secretary shall either:
(1) Issue a permit to the applicant as provided in this article;

(2) Notify the applicant that the application does not comply with the
requirements of this article, in which event the city secretary shall
specifically point out what information has not been furnished that is
required before a permit can be issued, or what risk to public health or
safety the requested permitted activity or activities would pose; or

(3) Deny the permit, in which event the denial shall automatically be
appealed to the city council.

(d) Any permit application denied by the city secretary shall automatically be
appealed to the city council. The city secretary shall, within three days of
any denial, notify the mayor of the appeal and ensure that the application is
placed on the next reqular agenda of the city council for consideration. The
city council shall review the action of the city secretary and shall either
affirm or overrule the denial of the permit. If the action of the city secretary
is overruled, the permit shall be issued. If the action of the city secretary is
affirmed, the denial of the permit shall be appealed as provided in section
6-226.

(e) A permit application may be denied if:

(1) One or more of the statements made in the permit application is not

true; or

(2) The requested permitted activity or activities pose a significant,

unmitigable, risk to public health or safety as determined by the chief
of police or the chief of police’s designee; or

(3) engaging in the activity will substantially disrupt the peace and quiet

of any area in the city; or

(4) engaging in the activity will substantially impact upon traffic within

any area of the city; or

(5) engaging in the activity at the proposed location will be incompatible

with other uses in the vicinity; or
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(6) if the application is for renewal of a permit, that the applicant has
violated conditions of the previous permit, or ordinances or regulations
of the city in the conduct of the business or activity; or

(7) the building, structure, premises, or the equipment used to conduct the
business activity, fails to comply with all applicable health, zoning,
fire, building and safety laws of the State of Texas or of the City of
Rollingwood.

(F) When one or more of the findings is negative to the applicant, a permit may
be conditionally issued to the applicant where unigue circumstances exist
which justify issuance of the permit, and provided that appropriate
conditions are imposed on the permit to protect the public health, welfare

and safety.

Sec. 6-224. — Transfer of permit.

Prior to transfer of ownership, the transferee "applicant™ as defined in section 6-222
of this article shall complete the transfer form designated by the City, and shall pay
the transfer fee designated by Council resolution. Transfer of the permit to the new
applicant for the remainder of the license term will be approved if the applicant
meets the criteria of section 6-223 of this article.

Sec. 6-225. - Revocation of permit.

(a) If, after issuance of a motion picture production permit, it is determined that
the applicant has knowingly given false or misleading information on his
application, the motion picture production permit shall be revoked by the
city secretary.

(b) If a permit holder is convicted of theft or fraud or a violation of any state
penal law in connection with the motion picture production for which that
permit was issued, that motion picture production permit shall be revoked
by the city secretary.

(c) Ifaperson holding a motion picture production permit from the city violates
any provision of this article, that person's motion picture production permit
shall be revoked by the city secretary.

(d) Any permit revoked by the city secretary shall automatically be appealed to
the city council. The city secretary shall, within three days of any
revocation, notify the mayor of the appeal and ensure that the revocation is
placed on the next reqular agenda of the city council for consideration. The
city council shall review the action of the city secretary and shall either
affirm or overrule the permit revocation. If the action of the city secretary
is overruled, the permit shall be reinstated. If the action of the city secretary
is affirmed, the revocation of the permit shall be appealed as provided
in section 6-226.

Sec. 6-226. - Appeal of action on permit.

(a) Inthe event that any permit application is finally denied or a permit is finally
revoked by the city council under the terms of this article, the city, acting
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by and through the city attorney or his designee, shall, within five working
days following such denial or revocation, apply to a court of competent
jurisdiction for a judicial determination as to whether the proposed activities
described in the application may be prohibited or the permit revoked,
naming the applicant or permittee as a party defendant. The city shall exert
every reasonable effort to have the matter heard on its merits without delay,
and as soon as legally possible. The burden of showing that the proposed
activities may be prohibited or the permit revoked shall rest on the city.

(b) If the issue for judicial determination is not heard and decided on the merits
by the court within ten working days from the date the complaint is filed,
then an interim 30-day permit shall be deemed issued under this article to
the applicant by operation of law, and all activities proposed to be carried
on in the application or under the original permit may be carried on just as
though a permit had been duly issued by the city secretary, subject to the
restrictions and obligations set forth in this article.

(c) The interim permit shall be deemed renewed for successive 30-day periods
for so long as no judicial determination has been made and from the time
such determination is made until the time for appeal therefrom has expired.

(d) Should either party appeal from the judicial determination, an interim
permit shall be deemed issued under this article to the applicant by operation
of law as of the date the notice of appeal is filed, and all activities proposed
to be carried on in the application or under the original permit may be
carried on just as though the permit had been duly issued by the city
secretary, subject to the restrictions and obligations set forth in this article.
The interim permit shall be deemed renewed for successive 30-day periods
and shall continue in effect as provided hereinabove until a final and binding
appellate decision has been reached. If the city appeals an adverse judicial
determination, it shall file its notice of appeal within five working days
following the determination.

Sec. 6-227. - Permit certificate.

For every permit issued under the provisions of this article, the permittee shall be
issued a permit certificate which shall contain the following information: name of
permittee, permit number, date of expiration of permit, and the signature of the city
secretary. It is unlawful for any person to engage in motion picture production
within the corporate limits of the city without having such a certificate in his
possession, or to fail or refuse to show or display such certificate upon the request
of any person while the permittee is engaging in motion picture production.

Sec. 6-228. - Responsibility of permittee for acts of representatives.

The permittee shall be responsible for the acts of his authorized representatives in
connection with each motion picture production permit.

SECTION 3. All provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rollingwood in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, and all other
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provisions of the ordinances of the City of Rollingwood not in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4. Should any sentence, paragraph, clause, phrase or section of this ordinance be
adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other than the part so decided to be
invalid, illegal or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity of the Code of Ordinances as a
whole.

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and the
publication of the caption as the law provides.

APPROVED, PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rollingwood, Texas,
on the 13th day of May, 2026.

APPROVED:

Gavin Massingill, Mayor

ATTEST:

Alun Thomas, City Administrator



