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The city of San Antonio
is replacing a 1990s-era
sound and light system at
the Arneson River The-
atre, the malfunctioning
bane of performance
groups that just wanted to
put on a good show at the
River Walk venue.

The city and guest per-
formers have long been
forced to rent stage equip-
ment for productions at
the 800-seat, open-air the-
ater below La Villita.

But come December,
they won’t have to.

City Council on Thurs-
day OK’d a $1.34 million
contract with San Anto-
nio general contractor
AMSTAR Inc. for a re-
vamp, which will include
the addition of public Wi-
Fi for visitors. Construc-
tion is set to begin next
month.

Events are scheduled at
the theater during the six-
month construction peri-
od, but city spokesperson
Kelly Saunders said the
city stopped accepting
bookings for additional
events, such as weddings
and concerts.

City Council also ap-
proved a contract with To-
ro Vertical LLC, which
will install a small cell an-
tenna and equipment that
will improve 5G cell cov-

erage on the River Walk
near the Arneson.

Saunders, who works
for the Center City Devel-
opment and Operations
Department, said the Riv-

er Walk has “significant
‘dead zones’ and connec-
tivity issues” below street
level that the company
will help address.

The city won’t have to

including poles that will
house the cell phone an-
tenna.

Toro’s revenue comes
from cell carriers that con-
tract with the company di-
rectly.

“It’s exciting to see that
space, that’s open and free
to the public often, is get-
ting a little bit of love right
now,” said District 1Coun-
cilwoman Sukh Kaur.

The Arneson River
Theatre was built by the
federal Works Progress
Administration, aDepres-
sion-era program that
transformed cities across
the country with con-
struction projects that put
locals to work.

The venue opened in
early 1940. The Tipica Or-
chestra, a WPA-spon-
sored ensemble, was the
first group to take the
stage, performing a two-
hour pre-Fiesta concert
on April 28, 1940.

Edwin P. Arneson was
a local civil engineer, sur-
veyor and WPA district
director who helped make
the theater a reality. He
died before the project
was completed, but the
city named venue after
him in August 1940.

pay anything for its 20-
year contract with Toro.
Its Atlanta-based parent
company, Toro Blanco
Group, will install $78,550
worth of its equipment,

Theatre to upgrade sound and light system
By Megan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER

Sam Owens/San Antonio Express-News

The Battle of Flowers Association float enters the Arneson River Theatre during the 79th annual Texas
Cavaliers River Parade on April 22, 2024, in San Antonio.

Austin police are inves-
tigating a pair of “sense-
less acts of violence” that
left two people dead with-
in hours Tuesday evening,
according to Austin Police
Department officer and
spokesperson David Lew-
is.

The first killing was re-
ported at about 5:15 p.m. by
a 911 caller who said a per-
son was lying in a pool of
blood at 408 EastWonsley
Drive.

When police arrived on
the scene near Interstate
35 and West Anderson
Lane, Lewis said they
found a man — later iden-
tified as 72-year-old Ron-
aldMixon—withmultiple
stab wounds. First re-
sponders attempted to
save his life, but Mixon
died just before 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Lewis said in a
media briefing near the
scene.

Police later arrested and
charged 61-year-old Robert
Saldana with first-degree
murder in Mixon’s killing.

The two men were room-
mates, officials said.

According to aWednes-
day news release, officers
found Saldana in critical
condition at a bus stop
near the scene. Investiga-
tors believe Saldana
stabbed Mixon before
walking to the bus stop,
where he was taken into
custody. He was trans-
ported to a nearby hospital
for treatment of lacera-
tions.

Hewas being held at the
Travis County Correction-
al Complex onWednesday

on a $900,000 bond.
Mixonhad called 911ear-

lier in the day after Salda-
na allegedly shouted racial
comments at him, slapped
him and threatened to kill
him.

Five hours after police
foundMixondead, officers
responded to multiple re-
ports of a pedestrian hit by
a car in a shopping center
parking lot in the 3000
blockof SouthLamarBou-
levard, Lewis said.Despite
first responders’ efforts to
save the victim’s life, the
person died at 10:40 p.m.,

Lewis called each an “iso-
lated incident.”He said the
public does “absolutely
not” need to be concerned
by twoback-to-backhomi-
cides.

“We’re going to contin-
ue to respond and investi-
gate these cases and bring
justice to our victims,” he
said.

Anyone with informa-
tion on either incident is
asked to call the Police De-
partment’s homicide ti-
pline at 512-974-8477 or
Crime Stoppers at 512-472-
8477.

Lewis said in a second
briefing, adding that no
one had been arrested.

Lewis said investigators
don’t believe the crashwas
an accident though they
haven’t specified a motive.

“This is being investi-
gated as a homicide, so
there has to be some type
of criminal element as far
as intent,” Lewis said.

The deaths mark Aus-
tin’s 31st and 32nd homi-
cides of the year, respec-
tively. It was not immedi-
ately clear if the two inci-
dents were related but

Two killed in separate incidents Tuesday, authorities say
By Alex Driggars
STAFF WRITER


