
BHMG Engineers, Inc.

9735 Landmark Parkway Drive
 Suite 110A

St. Louis, MO 63127

Blake Toliver

Electric Department / Rochelle Municipal Utilities
E: btoliver@rmu.net 
P: 815.901.5257

Ref: 2200K002 – Ritchie to Centerpoint Installation Contract 

Dear Mr. Toliver, 

The city received competitive bids for the construction of the Ritchie to Centerpoint Line project, and the bid opening event 
was on December 18, 2025 at 2 p.m. at the Rochelle City Hall. The bid opportunity was sent to the Rochelle News Leader 
newspaper on 11/12/25 to be advertised once per week for 3 consecutive weeks. The bid notice was also emailed out to 
24 potential bidders. Of those, 12 responded to if they were or were not bidding, with a total of 4 sealed bids collected and 
received on time. A summary of bids is shown below: 

Contractor Bid Price
JF Electric $15,694,174.00
Intren $13,720,779.61
Helm Electric $10,000,118.37
Michels $11,890,929.51

The bid from Helm Electric was the apparent low bid for Specification 2200K002 which did not include any noteworthy 
clarifications, exceptions, or price escalators. We have not had any past completed projects with Helm Electric, so we 
contacted their listed references for prior projects, all of which provided positive reviews. However, during a phone interview 
with Helm Electric and after a review of their past completed projects, it is apparent they have not completed jobs of this 
scale including 69kV rated material, this size of electric utility poles, and the length of the line. Due to the complexity and 
size of this project, we believe there is risk with this project being Helm’s first. Additionally, this transmission line for Rochelle 
is the backbone to improve reliability and growth in the area while tying two substations together, so it warrants experienced 
and proven construction.  

BHMG recommends awarding the contract to Michels, as they have the second lowest bid and have a strong experience of 
similar projects. Although it is not the low bid, it is worth having an experienced general contractor awarded due to the 
importance of this project and how mistakes and quality issues can be costly down the road. The bid of $11.89M is higher 
than the engineering estimate produced in April of 2023 by BHMG of $7.99M. This reflects multiple changes since that 
estimate was produced including a more advanced and robust choice of line design, ensuring stable and secure power for 
many years to come, as well as additional underground construction for aesthetic and security purposes, and a large 
increase in market pricing. The bids received reflect current market pricing for material and installation of this design.  

With the city’s approval, release, and financial approval, BHMG will assist with issuing contract documents. Should you 
have any questions concerning the bids or the project, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Ben Klene, P.E. bhmg.com
Department Manager 636.296.8600
Enclosures:  Bid Tab, Bids

December 30, 2025

mailto:btoliver@rmu.net





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































