
BHMG Engineers, Inc.

9735 Landmark Parkway Drive
 Suite 110A

St. Louis, MO 63127

Blake Toliver

Electric Department / Rochelle Municipal Utilities
E: btoliver@rmu.net 
P: 815.901.5257

Ref: 2200K001 – Ritchie to Centerpoint Steel Poles Purchase

Dear Mr. Toliver,

The city received and opened bids on November 13th at 2:00pm for the steel pole purchase, a part of the Ritchie to 
Centerpoint Line project. The bid opportunity was sent to the Rochelle News Leader newspaper for advertisement on 
10/17/25, and the bid notice was also emailed out to 10 potential bidders. A total of three (3) bids were received on time 
and have been reviewed for completeness and ability to meet specification requirements. A summary of bids is shown 
below:

Steel Pole Bid Comparison Total Price Total Weight 
(lb) 

Steel Cost 
($/lb) Lead Time

MVA Power  $ 1,297,702.46 505,983.00 $   2.56 26 Weeks
ROHN Products  $ 2,115,800.00 635,607.00 $   3.33 42-46 WeeksBidder
TAPP, Inc  $ 1,475,246.00 502,731.00 $   2.93 64-65 Weeks

The bid from MVA Power was the apparent low bid totaling $1,297,702.46 for Specification 2200K001. No major 
exceptions were listed, and the lead time was acceptable. We have not had any past projects with MVA Power, so we 
had a meeting with them to assess their qualifications and past experiences, and we also have contacted multiple of 
their listed references. References had issues of varying degrees, although none that were catastrophic to their projects, 
and many would work with MVA Power again. However, during a phone interview with MVA Power, we learned that 
although they are based in Canada, the country of manufacture is China, which presents elevated risks of quality, 
international shipping delays, and tariff price escalations. 

Due to these various risks, BHMG recommends awarding the contract to TAPP, Inc. for the Steel Pole Purchase as they 
have the second lowest bid and have a strong experience of similar projects. Due to recent shifts in project constraints, 
the schedule can also accommodate the longer lead time. Additionally, TAPP has agreed to ship standard and WPE 
poles early to help meet construction constraints. 

With the City’s approval, release, and financial approval, BHMG will assist in issuing contract documents. Should you 
have any questions concerning the proposals or the project, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Ben Klene, P.E.
Department Manager

Enclosures: Bid Tab, Bids

bhmg.com
636.296.8600

December 30, 2025

mailto:btoliver@rmu.net









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































